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GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes is the 9Lr;en F= 

this resear:h� 
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"n this se:tiFn	 " sBet:h the :FnteDGFrarP s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;is:FLrse in 0estern an; 

"n;ian settin>s	 Garti:LlarlP Ln;er the in=lLen:e F= sF:ial stL;ies an; GFstDF;ern aGGrFa:hes� 

-he GLrGFse is tF sitLate the resear:h in the DFre eOtensiMe ;is:LssiFn F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn 

9P ela9Fratin> Fn the neN sGa:e FGene; 9P sF:iFlF>i:al stL;ies F= s:ien:e an; F9serMin> the 

FGGFrtLnities an; :hallen>es it GrFMi;es =Fr a theFlF>P F= natLre tF eDer>e�  

��%&�r! 
a!�%�ap�7

�lthFL>h s:ien:e an; reli>iFn haMe shaGe; ea:h Fther FMer :entLries	 the sPsteDati:

eOGlFratiFn F= this DLtLal in=lLen:e has 9een relatiMelP neN� -he GiFneerin> NFrBs F= "an 

�ar9FLr an; -hFDas -Frran:e are :re;ite; Nith ;eMelFGin> a :FDGrehensiMe stL;P F= the 

inter=a:e F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn�� (Mer the ;e:a;es	 the =iel; has ;iMersi=ie; Nith ;i==erent 

DF;els	 MFi:es	 an; stL;ies that :hallen>e eOistin> Gara;i>Ds an; eOGan; FLr BnFNle;>e 

a9FLt s:ien:e an; reli>iFn relatiFns�

�irst	 it has :FLntere; the Ni;esGrea; 9Lt ;L9iFLs nFtiFn that s:ien:e an; reli>iFn are 

GerenniallP at F;;s� -he relatiFnshiG 9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn has 9een =Fr lFn> 

GresLDe; tF 9e that F= aNar=areb Fr a:Fn=li:tb in the 0estern :FnteOt� -he aNar=are DF;elb

eDer>e; Nith �n;reN 0hiteds � �i>torD o1 the (ar1are o1 $cience Bith %heolo2D in 

� I use t<e word YwesternZ <ere and <encefort< to refer to &ort<	Atlantic countries.
	 Helen De CruN, ‘*eligion and Science’, T<e Stanford �ncycloDedia of P<ilosoD<y, 2022,

<ttDs:��Dlato.stanford.edu�arc<ives�fall2022�entries�religion	science�.
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�hri>ten/o8�� ,iDilarlP	 the a:Fn=li:t DF;elb Da;e its NaP thrFL>h 0illiaD

�raGerds �i>torD o1 the �on1lict -etBeen #eli2ion an/ $cience1� an; later 9e:aDe Fne F= the 

Nell
BnFNn DF;els F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn relatiFn ;es:ri9e; in �ar9FLrds tPGFlF>P�11 +e:ent 

histFri:al inMesti>atiFns haMe =FLn; the Nar=are Fr :Fn=li:t DF;el tF 9e siDGlisti:� "nstea;	 

theP ;is:lFse a a:FDGleOb an; a:FDGleDentarPb relatiFnshiG 9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn	 

Garti:LlarlP ChristianitP�1� "t is nFN re:F>nise; that the 9FLn;aries F= Nhat is Ln;erstFF; as 

as:ien:eb an; areli>iFnb tF;aP Nere sBet:hP thrFL>hFLt histFrP� "ts stri:t ins:riGtiFn is a 

aDF;ern :FnstrL:t�b1� 0hat Nas la9elle; as a s:ien:e
reli>iFn :Fn=li:t Nas F=ten ;riMen 9P 

GFliti:al GLrGFses� &FreFMer	 a :lear ;eDar:atiFn F= areli>iFnb Nas Ln;erGinne; 9P the 

DFtiMatiFn tF seGarate it =rFD as:ien:eb an; =reHLentlP :arrie; :FlFnial Ln;ertFnes�1�+e:ent 

stL;ies sL>>est that the DaAFritP F= s:ientists theDselMes ;F nFt see :Fn=li:t as the FnlP Fr 

eMen the DFst GrFDinent DF;el in the inter=a:e F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn�1�

,e:Fn;lP	 it has FGene; sGa:e =Fr Christian theFlF>ians tF arti:Llate their Ln;erstan;in> F= 

natLre :Fn:ernin> natLral s:ien:e a=resh� ,in:e anatLreb is nFN a;Ditte; tF 9e a GlLral	

;PnaDi:	 sF:iallP :FnstrL:te;	 an; DetaGhPsi:allP lFa;e; :Fn:eGt	 all atteDGts tF >rasG it in a

;iseD9F;ie; Danner an; as a neLtral entitP are nFN :Fnsi;ere; elLsiMe�1	 -his has allFNe;

0estern Christian theFlF>ians F= natLre tF LnDasB the DetaGhPsi:al 9elie=s Ln;erlPin> Fther 

:Fn:eGtiFns F= natLre an; :laiD an FGGFrtLnitP tF Gresent their MieN F= natLre as a:reatiFnb at 


 Andrew Dickson W<ite, A History of the (arfare of $cience Bith Theology in Christendom (&ew 1ork, &1:
ADDleton, 1�96).

1� "o<n William DraDer, History of the Conflict betBeen #eligion and $cience (London: Henry S. King � Co.,
1���).

11 Ian Bar6our, (hen $cience Meets #eligion: �nemies� $trangers  r !artners� (&ew 1ork, &1: HarDerCollins 
Pu6lis<ers, 2000).

1� *ei>er Hooykaas, #eligion and the #ise of Modern $cience (�din6urg<: *egent College Pu6lis<ing, 19�2)�
C<ristoD<er B. Kaiser, Creational Theology and the History of !hysical $cience: The Creationist Tradition
from �asil to �ohr (Leiden: Brill, 199�)� Peter Harrison, The �ible� !rotestantism� and the #ise of �atural 
$cience (Cam6ridge: Cam6ridge University Press, 199�)� Stanley L. "aki, The $aAior of $cience (Grand
*aDids, %I: William B. �erdmans Pu6lis<ing, 2000)� "o<n Hedley Brooke and *onald L. &um6ers, eds, 
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Laurier University Press, 1992)� Peter Harrison, K#eligionL and the #eligions in the �nglish �nlightenment
(Cam6ridge: Cam6ridge University Press, 2002)� Peter Harrison, ‘YScienceZ and Y*eligionZ: Constructing
t<e Boundaries’, The �ournal of #eligion �6, no. 1 (2006): 1.

1� �dward Said,  rientalism (&ew 1ork, &1: Pant<eon Books, 19��)� Talal Asad, �enealogies of #eligion:
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the rFLn;ta9le F= ;is:LssiFn Fn natLre�1
 ,iDLltaneFLslP	 there has 9een a DFMe =rFD 

anatLral theFlF>Pb tF the atheFlF>P F= natLreb� Nhile the =FrDer a;Man:e; =rFD natLre tF the 

reMelatiFn F=  F;	 the latter re:F>nises the iDGFssi9ilitP F= a neLtral NaP F= seein> natLre an; 

taBes the FGGFsite rFLte F= eOGlFrin> it =rFD an eOGli:itlP reli>iFLs	 in this :ase	 Christian	 

GFint F= MieN�1� -his DFMe is eMi;ent in "an �ar9FLr	1� 0Fl=hart )annen9er>	�� CFlin 

 LntFn	�1  ,allP &:�a>Le	�� #Fhn )FlBin>hFrne�� an; �lister &: rath	�� althFL>h all F= theD 

are nFt ne:essarilP DFtiMate; 9P the sF:ial :FnstrL:tiMist analPsis� 

-hir;lP	 the GlLralitP F= anatLreb has :reate; neN >rFLn; =Fr interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le� "n 

=a:t	 sin:e the tLrn F= the :entLrP	 the =iel; F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn has eOGan;e; 9ePFn; 

�LrFGean an; Christian aGrFMin:ialisDb tF re:F>nise reli>iFLs GlLralisD��� %iteratLre that 

en>a>es natLral s:ien:e Nith nFn
Christian 9elie=s	 Garti:LlarlP �astern reli>iFns	 has 

in:rease; 9P leaGs an; 9FLn;s	 raisin> neN HLestiFns an; :Fn:erns an; a;FGtin> neN 

DethF;FlF>ies��	 -he neN en:P:lFGe;i: :Flle:tiFns Fn s:ien:e an; reli>iFn in:reasin>lP

in:lL;e the ;ialF>Le F= s:ien:e Nith reli>iFns Fther than ChristianitP��
  iMen this 

;iMersi=i:atiFn	 the HLestiFn F= a ;ialF>Le 9etNeen ;i==erent rea;in>s F= natLre 9e:FDes 

1� Gordon D. Kaufman, ‘A Pro6lem for T<eology: T<e ConceDt of &ature’, HarAard Theological #eAieB 6�, no.
3 (19�2): 33�–66� *o6ert )uam, ‘Creation or &ature� A %anner of SDeaking’, (ord � (orld 11 (1991): 2�
Alister �. %cGrat<, #e�Imagining �ature: The !romise of a Christian �atural Theology (C<ic<ester, West 
Sussex: "o<n Wiley � Sons, 201�).

1	 %cGrat<, #e�Imaging �ature, 21.
1
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Press, 199�).
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University Press, 2004).
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�� P<iliD Clayton and 2ec<ary SimDson, eds, The  Cford Handboo6 of #eligion and $cience (Oxford: Oxford 
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%iBe in the 0est	 sF:iFlF>i:al stL;ies in "n;ia Nith GFstDF;ern aGGrFa:hes haMe 
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settin>	 DaBin> it GFssi9le tF haMe a =resh ;ialF>Le Fn natLre in the :FnteOt F= s:ien:e an;

reli>iFn ;is:LssiFn� 
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MFi:es� �Fr Fne	 i= DF;ern s:ien:eds :laiD F= neLtral an;	 there=Fre	 LniMersal BnFNle;>e is 

nFt trLe		 Fther :LltLres	 tFF	 DLst haMe their FNn BnFNle;>e sPsteDs an; s:ien:es� -his 

has le; tF the eDer>en:e F= resFLr:es that inMesti>ate the histFrP F= s:ien:e in Gre
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"n;ia in =iel;s as ;iMerse as DatheDati:s	 DetallLr>P	 astrFnFDP	 De;i:ine an; al:heDP���
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=iel; is alsF nFN enri:he; Nith neN resFLr:es that :FDGile the :Fntri9LtiFn F= NFDen�1 in 

the ;eMelFGDent F= DF;ern s:ien:e in "n;ia alFn>si;e thFse that hi>hli>ht the >en;er 

;is:riDinatiFn :FDDitte; a>ainst theD��� -he ;is:riDinatiFn a>ainst �alits thrFL>h the 

Gra:ti:e F= s:ien:e an; their Ger:eGtiFns F= natLre has ALst 9e>Ln tF sLr=a:e an; has =Lrther 

:Fntri9Lte; tF the ;is:LssiFn���

-his GFstDF;ern sGa:e is :rL:ial =Fr "n;ian Christians tF MF:alise their MieN F= natLre as 

theP haMe lFn> 9een ;FL9lP Dar>inalise; in the s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;e9ate� (n the Fne 

han;	 in the >lF9al :FnteOt F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;is:LssiFn	 the 0estern MFi:es lea; the 

;is:FLrse	 :hLrnin> FLt DF;els	 aGGrFa:hes	 theFries an; resFLr:es that are :Fnsi;ere; 

LniMersal� -he MFi:es =rFD Fther Garts F= the NFrl; are :Fnsi;ere; a:FnteOtLalb	 an; the 

nee; tF en>a>e Nith theD is 9arelP realise;� (n the Fther han;	 Nhen the ;is:LrsiMe sGa:e 

is FGene; LG =Fr "n;ian MFi:es	 it is assLDe; that >enLinelP "n;ian MFi:es are !in;L MFi:es 

an; Mi:e Mersa� �n �n/ian �hri>tian MFi:e	 there=Fre	 ;F nFt DaBe the :Lt� &FreFMer	 as 
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,e:Fn;lP	 GFstDF;ern an; GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes haMe GrFMi;e; a neN Glat=FrD tF 

eOGlFre the relatiFn 9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn in the :FnteOt F= "n;ia� "= :LltLral 

lF:atiFn is :entral tF ;is:FLrses Fn natLre	 it sL;;enlP 9e:FDes iDGFssi9le tF i>nFre the 

rFle F= reli>iFn in relatiFn tF s:ien:e	 in:lL;in> GrFDFtin> Fr hin;erin> its >rFNth� -his is 

NhP seMeral s:hFlars F= the sF:iFlF>P F= s:ien:e in "n;ia	 DainlP insGire; 9P the NFrBs F= 

#FseGh 'ee;haD	 haMe 9een :LriFLs a9FLt the ;PnaDi:s F= reli>iFLs 9elie=s an; their 

in=lLen:e Fn the ;eMelFGDent Fr ;e:line F= s:ien:e��� �s in the 0est	 this has le; tF the 

eDer>en:e F= atheFlF>ies F= natLre�b !FNeMer	 in "n;iads LniHLe :FnteOt an; >iMen the 

histFri:al :Fntin>en:ies	 the �;Maiti: :Fn:eGtiFn F= natLre has eDer>e; as the DFst Mia9le 

an; intelle:tLallP ;FDinant Gara;i>D� ,eMeral stran;s F= literatLre	 taBin> ;iMerse 

aGGrFa:hes	 sL:h as histFri:al an; GhilFsFGhi:al	 :laiDs a Ger=e:t ali>nDent 9etNeen a 

:ertain �;Maiti: Ln;erstan;in> F= natLre an; the Grin:iGles F= natLral s:ien:es	 there9P 

initiatin> a :FnMersatiFn 9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn��	 (ther ain;i:b reli>iFns haMe alsF 

AFine; the :FnMersatiFn� 

-hir;lP	 liBe in the 0est	 the GFstDF;ern sGa:e has =a:ilitate; neN aMenLes =Fr 

interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le Fn the natLre F= natLre� �s a DLlti
reli>iFLs :FLntrP	 interreli>iFLs 

;ialF>Le is natLral tF "n;ia� !FNeMer	 9P allFNin> ea:h reli>iFn tF :laiD a staBe in s:ien:e 

an; reli>iFn ;is:LssiFn	 the GFstDF;ern sGa:e has alsF stiDLlate; interreli>iFLs 

aGFlF>eti:s� ,eMeral reli>iFns nFt FnlP :laiD the Mia9ilitP F= their =aith Nith s:ien:e 9Lt 

alsF GFint FLt the in:FDDensLra9ilitP F= Fther =aiths� ,L:h :laiDs are F=ten ;riMen 9P 

Ain>Fisti: narratiMes rather than a >enLine interest in ;ialF>Le� �Fr instan:e	 a strFn> streaD 

F= /e;i: s:ien:e hFl;s sNaP FMer the 9rFa; :LltLre :liDate F= :FnteDGFrarP "n;ia an; 

eOerts its in=lLen:e Fn the s:ien:e an; reli>iFn inter=a:e� -he ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen s:ien:e 

an; GseL;Fs:ien:e is re>LlarlP 9lLrre; in this streaD F= relatin> s:ien:e an; reli>iFn 9P 

inMFBin> Nhat �anL ,L9raDaniaD :alls a aDPthFs:ienti=i:b :FrGLs��
 'atLral s:ien:es 

�� De6iDrasad C<attoDad<yaya, �o6ayata: A $tudy in Ancient Indian Materialism (Del<i: PeoDle’s Pu6lis<ing
House, 19�9).

�� &. C. Panda, Maya in !hysics (Del<i: %otilal Banarsidass Pu6lis<ers Pvt. Ltd., 1991)� *a>a *am %o<an *oy, 
'edic !hysics: $cientific  rigin of Hinduism (Toronto, O&: Golden �gg Pu6lis<ing, 1999)� Amit Goswami, 
‘P<ysics wit<in &ondual Consciousness’, !hilosophy �ast and (est �1, no. 4 (2001): �3�–44.

�� Banu Su6ramaniam, Holy $cience: The �iopolitics of Hindu �ationalism (Seattle, WA: University of
Was<ington Press, 2019), xi.
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here are F=ten :laiDe; =Fr GFliti:al >ain an; DinFritP 9ashin>��� -hese realities F= "n;ian 

:FnteOt DaBe the sL9Ae:t F= the theFlF>P F= natLre nFt DerelP aliMe	 9Lt alsF rather Lr>ent�

�o(i!g �or)ar�

0hat are the iDGli:atiFns F= the Gre:e;in> ;is:LssiFn =Fr FLr :Lrrent GrFAe:t� 0hile the 

GFstDF;ern tLrn F==ers sGa:e =Fr an "n;ian theFlF>P F= natLre tF eDer>e	 Nhat shFLl; 9e its 

:Fntent� 0here an; hFN ;F Ne lF:ate it� 0hat aGGrFa:h an; DethF;FlF>ies are sLita9le 

=Fr a tasB liBe this� -he initial :hallen>e lies in i;enti=Pin> the eOistin> ;is:FLrses =rFD 

Nhere :rL:ial theDes =Fr a theFlF>P F= natLre :an 9e eO:aMate;� -he aiD here is nFt tF 

reinMent the Nheel 9Lt tF 9Lil; Fn eOistin> ;is:FLrses an; MFi:es�

" ar>Le that at least tNF ;is:FLrses in "n;ia haMe eOGlFre; theFlF>i:al theDes relate; tF 

natLre� -he =irst is a series F= interreli>iFLs eO:han>es 9etNeen �;Maiti: an; "n;ian Christian 

thinBers at the :LsG F= DF;ern s:ien:e in "n;ia� �Fth >rFLGs liMe; in tiDes Nhen DF;ern 

s:ien:e hel; a :FDDan;in> =Fr:e an; intrF;L:e; a :ertain Ln;erstan;in> F= natLre that 

sGarBe; ;i==erent rea:tiFns =rFD these thinBers� CLrrent !in;L GersGe:tiMes Fn natLre Mis
S


Mis DF;ern s:ien:e ;eriMe DL:h F= their :Fntent an; ener>P =rFD these earlP �;Maiti: 

;eli9eratiFns� CFnteDGFrarP Christian en>a>eDents Nith !in;LisD siDilarlP ;raN LGFn the 

insi>hts F= earlP DF;ern "n;ian Christian thinBers� &FreFMer	 as " haMe ar>Le; a9FMe	 the 

GFstDF;ern sGa:e has :reate; neN aMenLes =Fr interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le Fn natLre 9Fth in the 

0estern an; "n;ian :FnteOts� �s the NFrl; >rFNs in:reasin>lP DLlti
reli>iFLs	 a GersGe:tiMe 

in=FrDe; 9P interreli>iFLs eO:han>e Nill GrFMi;e MalLa9le insi>hts an; :Fntri9Lte tF a ;eeGer 

Ln;erstan;in> F= the theFlF>P F= natLre� 

-he se:Fn; ;is:FLrse	 re=erre; tF as li9eratiMe ;is:FLrse	 eDer>es =rFD �alit GersGe:tiMes 

Fn natLre� �lthFL>h the �alit GersGe:tiMe has histFri:allP 9een Dar>inalise; in 9Fth 

interreli>iFLs an; s:ien:e
reli>iFn ;ialF>Les	 its in=lLen:e Gersists in "n;ia�s 9rFa;er 

GFGLlar an; a:a;eDi: ;is:FLrse	 e:hFin> the MFi:es an; strL>>les F= a si>ni=i:ant 

GFGLlatiFn� �alit thinBers haMe Da;e sL9stantial :Fntri9LtiFns tF re:ent ;is:LssiFns Fn 

�	 Banu Su6ramaniam, ‘Arc<aic %odernities: Science, Secularism, and *eligion in %odern India’, $ocial TeCt
1�, no. 3 (2000): 6�–�6� %eera &anda, !rophets Facing �ac6Bard: !ostmodern Criti<ues of $cience and 
Hindu �ationalism in India (&ew Brunswick, &": *utgers University Press, 2003).
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natLre that are releMant tF the s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;is:LssiFn an; :an GrFMi;e Ls :rL:ial 

DFti=s =Fr an "n;ian Christian theFlF>P F= natLre�

!FNeMer	 " haMe alrea;P in;i:ate; a9FMe that the 0estern lan;s:aGe alsF =a:es :hallen>es an; 

FGGFrtLnities at the GFstDF;ern tLrn that are ;istin:t	 9Lt alsF siDilar tF "n;ia� -his GrFDises 

a =rLit=Ll inter:LltLral :FnMersatiFn 9etNeen "n;ian an; 0estern MFi:es� -here=Fre	 tF 9rFa;en 

the :FnMersatiFn 9ePFn; the :FnteOt F= "n;ia	 " a;; a thir; ;is:FLrse tF the :FnMersatiFn	 

naDelP	 the -rinitarian ;is:FLrse� 0ith that	 the resear:h aiDs tF taG intF resFLr:es that are 

;eMelFGe; in a ;i==erent :FnteOt than "n;ia Nhile siDLltaneFLslP :Fntri9Ltin> tF the 0estern 

;is:FLrses it en>a>es Nith� " haMe =Lrther GrFMi;e; the ratiFnale =Fr DP sele:tiFn F= 

;is:FLrses at the FLtset F= ea:h :haGter that en>a>es Nith theD� "n li>ht F= the =Fre>Fin> 

;is:LssiFn	 Ne nFN tLrn tF =FrDLlate HLestiFns that Nill >Li;e this resear:h� 

+2,2 ��%��$�� �'�%&�"!%

-F GLt the GriDarP :Fn:ern F= this resear:h	 there=Fre	 in the =FrD F= a HLestiFn is tF asB� 

0hat :Fntri9LtiFn :an an inter:LltLral theFlF>i:al :FnMersatiFn 9etNeen 

interreli>iFLs	 li9eratiMe an; trinitarian ;is:FLrses DaBe tF the :FnteOtLal 

theFlF>P F= natLre in "n;ia an; 9ePFn;� 

-F ansNer this :entral HLestiFn	 the resear:h aiDs tF taBe LG an in
;eGth inMesti>atiFn F= at 

least three ;iMerse ;is:FLrses in the ;is:LssiFn F= natLre� "t Nill eOGlFre theFlF>i:al theDes 

an; DFti=s that eDer>e in these ;is:FLrses Nhile GaPin> seriFLs attentiFn tF the :FnteOts that 

shaGe theD� CFnseHLentlP	 it Nill asB the =FllFNin> se:Fn;arP HLestiFns�

1� 0hat theFlF>i:al ;e9ates an; DFti=s eDer>e in the interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le Fn natLre 

in the :FnteOt F= "n;ia�

�� 0hat theFlF>i:al ;e9ates an; DFti=s eDer>e in the li9eratiMe ;is:FLrse Fn natLre in 

the :FnteOt F= "n;ia�

�� 0hat theFlF>i:al ;e9ates an; DFti=s eDer>e in the -rinitarian Ln;erstan;in> F= 

natLre in the 0estern :FnteOt�

�� 0hat theFlF>i:al ;e9ates an; DFti=s eDer>e in the inter:LltLral :FnMersatiFn Fn 

natLre in the :FnteOt F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;is:LssiFn�

1�

!aMin> sGe:i=ie; the resear:h HLestiFns	 Ne nFN tLrn tF the aGGrFa:h	 DethF;s an; 

DethF;FlF>ies sLita9le =Fr ansNerin> this resear:h�s :entral HLestiFn�  

+2-2 �##$"���3 
�&�"�% �!� 
�&�"�"�"�*

�! �*�r�i%� i! �o!&�*&'al �h�ology

-he FMerMieN F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le in the "n;ian an; 0estern :FnteOts in;i:ates 

that theP haMe ;istin:t ;PnaDi:s	 an;	 there=Fre	 the :hallen>es an; FGGFrtLnities F==ere; 

9P GFstDF;ern analPsis in the tNF :FnteOts are alsF ;istin:t� �Fr instan:e	 F= the tNF 

:FnteOts	 the GFst:FlFnial :Fn;itiFn is LniHLe tF "n;ia	 Nhi:h ;eDan;s a ;istin:t =FrD F= 

;ialF>Le	 Nhereas the 0estern ;is:FLrse Fn s:ien:e an; reli>iFn is :FnstrLe; in the sha;FN 

F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn Nar=are an; se:LlarisD as a Gre;FDinant i;eFlF>P� 

�s =ar as this resear:h is :Fn:erne;	 it =FllFNs the lea; F= the GFstDF;ern :Fn:lLsiFn 

:Fn:ernin> the :LltLral lF:ate;ness F= all thFL>ht� -F GrFGerlP sitLate it in its FNn ;istin:t 

:FnteOt is tF a:BnFNle;>e that :arrie; FLt 9P an "n;ian Christian an; eDer>in> lar>elP 

=rFD the "n;ian realities	 this resear:h is GriDarilP an eOer:ise in :FnteOtLal theFlF>P F= 

natLre� "t ali>ns itsel= Nith the :Fn:lLsiFn F= GFstDF;ern analPsis that FLr MisiFns F= natLre 

:annFt 9e arriMe; at 9P 9reaBin> aNaP =rFD FLr sF:iF
:LltLral DFFrin>s 9Lt thrFL>h theD� 

+ather than 9ein> restri:tiMe	 re:F>nisin> the sitLate;ness F= this resear:h DaBes its 

;istin:tiMe :Fntri9LtiFn tF the >lF9al ;is:LssiFn Fn the theFlF>P F= natLre >enLine� 

��&ho� o� 	!&�r�'l&'ral �h�ology

�lthFL>h Ne ALst sitLate; this resear:h Fn the theFlF>P F= natLre in its hFDe :FnteOt	 there 

are at least three reasFns NhP it :annFt reDain liDite; tF its GriDarP :FnteOt 9Lt DLst 

9e:FDe inter:LltLral�    

�ir>tlD	 the =Ln;aDental HLestiFn F= the natLre F= natLre DaBes ;is:LssiFn Fn natLre inter 

an; intra
:FnteOtLal� "= the 9rie= FMerMieN a9FMe 9rFL>ht =FrNar; sFDe ;istin:t theDes an; 

:FnteOts in the 0estern an; "n;ian ;ialF>Les Fn natLre	 it alsF GFinte; tF seMeral 

FMerlaGGin> :Fn:erns Ln;erlPin> their ;istin:tiMe natLre� �Fr instan:e	 the issLe Ln;erlPin> 

the theFlF>i:al ;is:LssiFns Fn natLre in 9Fth :FnteOts NFLl; 9e the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP 

�as NFLl; 9e:FDe in:reasin>lP :lear ;Lrin> this resear:h�� !FNeMer	 Nhereas in the 

0estern :FnteOt	 the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP eDer>es GriDarilP =rFD its :FnMersatiFn Nith 
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��&ho� o� 	!&�r�'l&'ral �h�ology
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�as NFLl; 9e:FDe in:reasin>lP :lear ;Lrin> this resear:h�� !FNeMer	 Nhereas in the 

0estern :FnteOt	 the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP eDer>es GriDarilP =rFD its :FnMersatiFn Nith 
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1�

;eist an; natLralist DF;els	 in the "n;ian :FnteOt	 the �;Maiti: DF;el has 9een the DFst 

si>ni=i:ant :FnMersatiFn Gartner� �esGite these ;istin:t :FnteOts	  F;�s relatiFn tF natLre 

reDains an essential issLe in 9Fth :FnteOts� "t shFNs the =Ln;aDental natLre F= sL:h 

HLestiFns an; reMeals Nhat is at staBe in the ;is:LssiFn Fn natLre� -heFlF>P F= natLre	 thLs	 

is essentiallP a >lF9al an; e:LDeni:al ;is:FLrse that 9rin>s ;iMerse :FnteOtLal MFi:es 

tF>ether in a =rLit=Ll :FnMersatiFn�  

$econ/lD	 the share; =Ln;aDental HLestiFn F= the natLre F= natLre DaBes the DLtLal eO:han>e 

9etNeen the ;ialF>Le Gartners GFssi9le an; eMen ;esira9le� -his is 9e:aLse	 as Gla:e; in 

;i==erent :FnteOts	 "n;ian an; 0estern MFi:es 9rin> their :FnteOtLal stren>ths Nhile ;is:lFsin> 

the 9lin; sGFts F= the aGGrFa:hes taBen 9P the Fther� �Fr instan:e	 0estern MFi:es DaP nFt 9e 

a9le tF see the releMan:e F= GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes tF the stL;P F= natLre	 ALst as "n;ian 

theFlF>ians DaP =ail tF nFti:e the assLDGtiFns Ln;erlPin> the se:Llar taBe Fn natLre� "n;ian 

theFlF>P F= natLre	 Nhi:h	 =rFD its 9e>innin>	 has ;eMelFGe; in the interreli>iFLs an; 

inter:LltLral :FnteOt	 :an :Fntri9Lte tF the ;is:FLrse Fn natLre in the 0estern NFrl;	 Nhi:h is 

alsF nFN 9e:FDin> in:reasin>lP DLltireli>iFLs an; DLlti:LltLral� "nter:LltLral theFlF>P :an 

9rin> ;iMerse MFi:es in a :riti:al en>a>eDent =Fr DLtLal 9ene=it	 as "n;ian theFlF>ian 

�rahDa9an;ha9 .Ga;hPaPa GLts it� a%et ea:h 9e its FNn line	 stea;ie; 9P ea:h Fther =rFD 

a9erratiFns�b��

%hir/lD	 an; =rFD a sGe:i=i: Christian MieN	 inter:LltLral eOGlFratiFn is ;eDan;e; 9P the 

Christian Ln;erstan;in> F= theFlF>i:al BnFNle;>e� ,teGhen �eMans ;e=ines :FnteOtLal 

theFlF>P as a aDLtLallP :riti:al ;ialF>Leb 9etNeen athe eOGerien:e F= the Gast	 re:Fr;e; in 

,:riGtLre an; GreserMe; an; ;e=en;e; in the :hLr:hds tra;itiFnb an; athe eOGerien:e F= the 

Gresent Fr a Garti:Llar :FnteOt�b��-hat these eOGerien:es Nere re:Fr;e; in a #eNish :LltLral 

DilieL 9P #eNish aLthFrs an; are interGrete; =Fr tF;aPds :FnteOt 9P Gre;FDinantlP nFn


#eNish rea;ers Deans that all theFlF>i:al re=le:tiFn is alNaPs inherentlP inter:LltLral� 

&FreFMer	 the Ln;erstan;in> F= the :hLr:h as a 9F;P F= Christ an; its es:hatFlF>i:al 

GresentatiFn as that Nhi:h :FDGrises GeFGle =rFD eMerP tri9e an; tFn>Le DFtiMate the 

inter:LltLral en>a>eDent taBen LGFn in this stL;P �+eM ����� -F Gla:e this resear:h in the 

�
 Bra<mac<ari *ewac<and Animananda, The �lade: �ife and (or6 of �rahmabandhab &padhyay (Calcutta: 
*oy � Son, 1949), ��.

�� SteD<en B. Bevans, ‘W<at Has Contextual T<eology to Offer to t<e C<urc< of t<e Twenty	�irst Century�’, in
�ssays in ConteCtual Theology, ed. SteD<en B. Bevans and Katalina Ta<aafe	Williams (Cam6ridge: "ames 
Clarke � Co., 2019), 3–1�.

1�

9rFa;er lan;s:aGe F= inter an; intra
:LltLral relatiFns is tF DerelP reGli:ate the DLlti
:LltLral 

herita>e F= Christian theFlF>P�

-his GrFAe:t then taBes an inter:LltLral aGGrFa:h	 =FllFNin> �ennF Man ;en -Frends ;e=initiFn 

F= inter:LltLral theFlF>P as a ;is:iGline that

Fr:hestrates an; stL;ies^ 4the5 :FnMersatiFn 9etNeen Christian :FDDLnities 
=rFD ;i==erent :LltLral settin>s� CFnteOtLal theFlF>P DainlP =F:Lses Fn the 
relatiFnshiG 9etNeen theFlF>P an; sGe:i=i: :FnteOts	 9Lt inter:LltLral theFlF>P 
ena9les a :riti:al :Fnsi;eratiFn F= that relatiFnshiG 9P en>a>in> in a 
:FnMersatiFn 9etNeen ;i==erent :FnteOtLal theFlF>ies��1

�e:aLse inter:LltLral theFlF>P is a :FnMersatiFn 9etNeen :FnteOtLal theFlF>ies	 this 

resear:h Nill eDGlFP all ne:essarP tFFls that are eHLiGGe; =Fr the tasB F= eOGlFrin> the 

realities F= a >iMen :FnteOt	 sL:h as sF:ial an; theFlF>i:al analPsis	 :LltLral insi>hts	 

GFliti:al entan>leDents an; GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes�

�lthFL>h these ;eli9eratiFns F==er sL==i:ient ALsti=i:atiFn =Fr taBin> an inter:LltLral aGGrFa:h 

=Fr this GrFAe:t	 the inter:LltLral =raDin> F= the :FnMersatiFn alsF reHLires :laritP Fn the Gla:e 

F= :FnteOtLal theFlF>ies in their :FDin> tF>ether in an inter:LltLral en>a>eDent� 0hat 

FGGFrtLnities Nill sL:h an eOer:ise F==er	 an; Nhat liDitatiFns Nill it Gla:e Fn :FnteOtLal 

theFlF>i:al eOGressiFns� )erhaGs this resear:h itsel= :an 9e a testin> >rFLn; tF helG ansNer 

these HLestiFns�  

-he =Ln;aDental HLestiFn that raises ;FL9ts :Fn:ernin> the sL==i:ien:P F= inter:LltLral 

en>a>eDent =Fr this GrFAe:t	 hFNeMer	 is� :an inter:LltLral theFlF>P F= natLre DaBe anP 

trLth :laiD :Fn:ernin> natLre	 Fr shFLl; it stFG at 9rin>in> ;iMerse :FnteOtLal theFlF>ies 

intF DLtLal en>a>eDent�  

 iMen the GFstDF;ern :liDate	 Fne DaP =eel hesitant tF DaBe anP trLth :laiD an; rather 

:Fnsi;er it tF 9e an a==rFnt tF the >lF9al natLre F= ChristianitP an; the :LltLral an; 

theFlF>i:al ;iMersitP Nithin it� "n its atteDGt tF stress the :FnteOtLal asGe:ts F= all 

theFlF>i:al thinBin>	 the GFstDF;ern
GFst:FlFnial DethF;s DaP ;e:lare all MFi:es tF 9e 

Dere :LltLral eOGressiFns =rFD their >iMen lF:atiFns an; all trLth :laiDs as DarBs F= 

:LltLral arrF>an:e� "n this NaP	 althFL>h the GFstDF;ern sGa:e FGens the ;is:LrsiMe arena 

�1 Benno van den Toren, ‘Intercultural T<eology as a T<ree	Way Conversation: Beyond t<e Western Dominance 
of Intercultural T<eology’, �Cchange 44, no. 2 (201�): 12�, 2.
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tF all MFi:es	 9P the saDe MirtLe	 it restri:ts all ;ialF>Les� �P :Fnsi;erin> all MFi:es Fn 

natLre Dere :LltLral :FnstrL:ts an; 9P relatiMisin> all trLth :laiDs :Fn:ernin> the natLral 

NFrl; Da;e in anP ;ialF>Le Fn natLre	 it taBes aNaP Nith anFther han; Nhat it >iMes Nith 

Fne� &FreFMer	 sin:e all trLth :laiDs =Fr it are ALst :laiDs =Fr DetanarratiMe an; 9aits =Fr 

GFNer that it is hi>hlP sLsGi:iFLs F=	 it DaP reAe:t all trLth :laiDs altF>ether an; DaP rather 

Gre=er tF Daintain a ri:hness F= irre;L:i9lP ;i==erent MFi:es�

�;;itiFnallP	 ChristianitP itsel= alsF has a Ni;e sGe:trLD F= theFlF>i:al MieNs Fn natLre	 

Nhi:h GFses a HLestiFn :Fn:ernin> the nFrDatiMe in the theFlF>P F= natLre� -F GLt it in the 

:FnteOt F= this resear:h	 Nhere  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP is :entral tF the theFlF>P F= natLre	 

the HLestiFn is� is there a DF;el F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP that NFrBs as =FLn;atiFnal tF all 

Christian theFlF>ies F= natLre an; is 9in;in> =Fr Christians F= all tiDes	 :LltLres	 an; 

theFlF>i:al GersLasiFns� )hiliG ClaPtFn nFtes that >iMen the ;iMersitP F= theFlF>i:al MieNs 

Fn natLre	 a:FnsensLs Fn the 9est FMerall theFlF>i:al resGFnseb has 9een arather har;er tF 

a:hieMe�b�� "= this 9e the :ase	 Nhi:h DF;el F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP 9e :Fnsi;ere; 

nFrDatiMe =Fr the theFlF>P F= natLre� (r shFLl; Christians renFLn:e nFrDatiMitP an; 

eD9ra:e GFlP:entri:itP Nhen it :FDes tF  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP� 

-hese HLestiFns in;i:ate that	 i= nFt GrFGerlP an:hFre;	 inter:LltLral theFlF>P itsel= :an 

Fs:illate 9etNeen the LniMersalisatiFn F= a :ertain :FnteOtLal theFlF>P in the naDe F= 

nFrDatiMitP an; the en;less Git F= relatiMisD� �Lt Nhat is this >rFLn; Nhere inter:LltLral 

theFlF>P :an 9e an:hFre;� " ar>Le that Christian reMelatiFn itsel= serMes as this =FLn;atiFnal 

>rFLn;� -here=Fre	 the :rL:ial HLestiFn tF :Fnsi;er is� "s there a DF;el F=  F;
NFrl; 

relatiFnalitP that reDains =aith=Ll tF the Christian reMelatiFn :Fn:ernin> natLre� !FNeMer	 the 

relatiFnshiG 9etNeen Christian reMelatiFn an; inter:LltLral theFlF>P reHLires =Lrther 

ela9FratiFn� " a;;ress this 9P a;FGtin> a :riti:al realist aGGrFa:h�

�riti�al 
ealism as a 	et��d�l�g)

'atLral s:ien:es =a:e a sitLatiFn siDilar tF inter:LltLral theFlF>P	 Nhere ;i==erent 

hPGFtheses :Fn:ernin> the inMesti>atiFn F= natLre are Gresente; an; teste; nFt FnlP tF 

:Fn=irD atrLeb theFries 9Lt alsF tF GrFte:t theDselMes =rFD GseL;Fs:ienti=i: theFries� (Mer 

�� P<iliD Clayton, ‘T<eology and t<e P<ysical Sciences’, in The Modern Theologians: An Introduction to 
Christian Theology $ince ����, T<ird, ed. David �. �ord and *ac<el %uers (%aldon: Blackwell Pu6lis<ing,
200�), 342–�6.

�1

the last seMeral ;e:a;es	 Garti:LlarlP in the NaBe F= the sF:ial :FnstrL:tiMist :ritiHLe F= 

natLral s:ien:es	 :riti:al realisD has eDer>e; as a  aNFrBin> GhilFsFGhP F= the GhPsi:al 

s:ien:es�b���eMelFGe; 9P +FP �hasBar	 :riti:al realisD hFl;s that althFL>h realitP is 

alNaPs Ger:eiMe; =rFD a :ertain >iMen :LltLral lF:atiFn	 athe re:F>nitiFn F= the rFle F= 

sF:ial =a:tFrs in the a:HLisitiFn an; reGresentatiFn F= BnFNle;>e ;Fes not Dean that BnFNn 

is re;L:e; tF sF:ial ;eterDinatiFns�b��+ather	 aFntFlF>i:al =inalitP��� rests Nith natLre 

itsel=�b��

Criti:al realisD ;Fes nFt reAe:t sF:ial :FnstrL:tiMisD�s :Fntri9LtiFn 9Lt instea; 9Lil;s Fn it� 

-his is ;eDFnstrate; 9P the rF9Lst :LltLre F= Geer reMieN in s:ien:e	 Nhi:h aiDs tF 

DiniDise GersFnal an; :LltLral 9iases Nhile Daintainin> the inte>ritP F= BnFNle;>e >aine; 

thrFL>h ri>FrFLs F9serMatiFn	 hPGFthesis =FrDLlatiFn	 eOGeriDentatiFn	 an; reGli:atiFn� "n 

;Fin> sF	 it ;Fes nFt Ln;erDine the ;ialF>Le 9etNeen Geers 9Lt rather enhan:es it� �s sL:h	 

9P in:FrGFratin> the stren>ths F= 9Fth realisD an; sF:ial :FnstrL:tiMisD an; aMFi;in> their 

Git=alls	 it GrFDises a thir; NaP 9etNeen theD�

�;FGtin> :riti:al realisD tF a theFlF>i:al GrFAe:t DaP raise sLsGi:iFn as it aGGears tF GlaP

intF the han;s F= thFse NhF as:ri9e sLGeriFr statLs tF s:ienti=i: DethF;s an; lF>i:� "t DaP 

then aGGear that sL:h a DFMe en;an>ers the in;eGen;en:e an; aLthFritP F= theFlF>P� -his 

=ear is Mali;	 Garti:LlarlP in the 0estern :FnteOt	 Nhere s:ienti=i: ratiFnalisD is MalLe; 

a9FMe all Fther eGisteDFlF>i:al DethF;s an; resFLr:es� !FNeMer	 tF reAe:t :riti:al realisD 

9e:aLse F= its ties Nith s:ienti=i: ratiFnalitP NFLl; 9e tF iDa>ine Christian theFlF>P as 

seMere; =rFD Fther aMenLes F= BnFNle;>e	 as i= ne:essarilP Gla:e; a>ainst ea:h Fther an; 

laGse 9a:B intF the =aith
reasFn ;LalitP� (n the Fther han;	 tF hFl; s:ienti=i: BnFNle;>e as 

eO:eGtiFnal is tF haMe an eOtreDelP :Fnstri:tiMe MieN F= hLDan BnFNle;>e itsel=� "n 

:Fntrast	 sF:iFlF>i:al stL;ies F= s:ien:e haMe alrea;P 9Lste; the DPth that s:ien:e is a 

LniHLe =FrD F= BnFNle;>e��	  &FreFMer	 a :FDDFn hLDan eOGerien:e is that Ne ;F nFt 

eDGlFP a sin>le ratiFnalitP tF sFlMe all GrF9leDs� !LDans are >enerallP rather 

inter;is:iGlinarP an; Gra>Dati:	 eDGlFPin> BnFNle;>e =rFD all sFrts F= =iel;s tF ;eal Nith 

�� Alister �. %cGrat<, $cientific Theology: #eality (London: T�T Clark, 2002), 2:123� Delvin Lee *atNsc<,
$cience � Its �imits: The �atural $ciences in Christian !erspectiAe, Contours of C<ristian P<ilosoD<y 
Contours of C<ristian P<ilo (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), �0� Benno van den Toren, 
Christian Apologetics as Cross�Cultural �ialogue (London: T�T Clark International, 2011), 121ff.

�� %cGrat<, #eality, 2:192 Italics original.
�� %cGrat<, #eality, 2:1�.
�� Polanyi, !ersonal �noBledge� Toren, Christian Apologetics, 131.
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the GrF9leD at han; an; DaBe sense F= realitP� Criti:al realisD itsel= has 9een Ni;elP 

eDGlFPe; as a DethF;FlF>P FLtsi;e the =iel; F= natLral s:ien:es��


-hFDas -Frran:e an; �lister &: rath	 =Fr instan:e	 haMe a;MF:ate; =Fr a :riti:al realist 

aGGrFa:h in s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le��� �Fr -Frran:e	 theFlF>P an; natLral s:ien:e are 

siDilar in that 9Fth are hLDan inHLiries	 9Fth haMe hi>h re>ar; =Fr F9Ae:tiMitP	 9Fth :all 

intF HLestiFn DetaGhPsi:al assLDGtiFns	 9Fth re:F>nise their FNn sGheres	 an; 9Fth 

strL>>le tF relate their lan>La>e tF Fr;inarP lan>La>e� -hese Garallels DaBe the s:ien:e


reli>iFn ;ialF>Le GFssi9le��� %iBeNise	 the DethF;FlF>P has alsF 9een a;FGte; in

interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le 9P �ennF Man ;en -Fren an; $an> ,an -an	�� an; ,� &arB !eiD��1

-hese NFrBs ar>Le that interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le assLDes a realist Ln;erstan;in>	 eMen Nhen

it is nFt :learlP a:BnFNle;>e; Fr arti:Llate; an; that a realist Ln;erstan;in> is reHLire; i= 

interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le is tF GrFGel =Lrther than an eO:han>e F= GersGe:tiMes� 

!FNeMer	 Nhether :riti:al realisD ;eliMers Nhat it GrFDises is FGen tF inMesti>atiFn� -he 

:Lrrent resear:h GrFAe:t :learlP :annFt 9e a =Lll
=le;>e; :ritiHLe Fr a ;e=en:e F= :riti:al 

realist eGisteDFlF>P� &FreFMer	 assessin> the MalLe F= the inter:LltLral aGGrFa:h tF a 

Garti:Llar theFlF>i:al :FnMersatiFn	 Nhi:h is the aiD F= this GrFAe:t	 ;Fes nFt relP Fn the 

:riti:al realist DethF;FlF>P as sL:h� -hat is tF saP	 the tNF DethF;FlF>ies share a 

:FDGliDentarP an; sPner>isti: relatiFnshiG in that 9Fth aGGrFa:hes are MalLa9le in 

theDselMes	 9Lt Nhen :FD9ine;	 theP GrFDise tF GrF;L:e an e==e:t that is >reater than the 

sLD F= their in;iMi;Lal e==e:ts�  iMen this GrFDise	 in this GrFAe:t	 Ne taBe :riti:al realisD 

as a NFrBin> hPGFthesis an; DFMin> 9ePFn; the inter:LltLral aGGrFa:h	 Ne Lse it as a 

testin> >rFLn; =Fr the :laiDs F= :riti:al realisD� 

!FNeMer	 eDGlFPin> :riti:al realisD in this GrFAe:t reHLires DFre :laritP	 Garti:LlarlP 

9e:aLse it in:lL;es seMeral =iel;s F= inHLirP an; DLltiGle ;ialF>Le Gartners� -F seGarate an; 

�� Bert< Danermark, %ats �kstrRm, and "an C<. Karisson, �Cplaining $ociety: Critical #ealism in the $ocial
$ciences (London: *outledge, 2019)� David Pilgrim, Critical #ealism for !sychologists (London: *outledge,
2019).

�	 T<omas �. Torrance, Theological $cience (London: Oxford University Press, 1969)� Alister �. %cGrat<, The
Territories of Human #eason: $cience and Theology in an Age of Multiple #ationalities (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 201�).

�
 T<omas �. Torrance, Theological $cience (London: Oxford University Press, 1969), 2�6–312.
�� Benno van den Toren and Kang San Tan, Humble Confidence: A Model for Interfaith Apologetics (Downers 

Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2022).
�1 S. %ark Heim, $alAations: Truth and �ifference in #eligion (%aryknoll, &1: Or6is Books, 199�), 212.

��

re:F>nise ;i==erent laPers F= ;ialF>Le	 " haMe eDGlFPe; the trian>LlatiFn DethF; ;eMelFGe; 

9P �Deri:an GhilFsFGher �Fnal; �aMi;sFn�  

	et��d �� �riang%lati�n

$athrin  l[er GLts the Dain :laiD F= �aMi;sFnds trian>LlatiFn ar>LDent thLs� athe :Fntent 

F= Ger:eGtLal 9elie= is ;eterDine; 9P a trian>le =FrDe; 9P tNF sentient :reatLres an; an 

F9Ae:t �Fr eMent� in the NFrl;�b�� "n Fther NFr;s	 eMerP :FnMersatiFn has a share; realitP	 

Nhi:h NFrBs as a GFint F= re=eren:e =Fr the :FnMersatiFn Gartners� -he DethF; is

sL::ess=LllP a;FGte; in sPsteDati: theFlF>P 9P $eMin /anhFFQer	�� as Nell as 9P �ennF 

Man ;en -Fren	 NhF ar>Les that all inter:LltLral theFlF>P shFLl; 9e a -hree
0aP 

:FnMersatiFn���

-his resear:h i;enti=ies trian>LlatiFn at three leMels	 Nhi:h helGs Ls i;enti=P ;istin:t laPers 

F= :FnMersatiFn as Nell as iDa>ine the MariFLs areas tF Nhi:h this stL;P aiDs tF :Fntri9Lte�

�. -he =irst trian>LlatiFn is lF:ate; in the interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le 9etNeen �;Maiti: 

thinBers an; DF;ern "n;ian Christian thinBers Fn the natLre F= natLre� " :Fnsi;er this 

interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le a :rL:ial site tF >ather "n;ian Christian theFlF>i:al theDes in 

relatiFn tF the natLral NFrl;�  iMen that the interlF:LtFrs here ;F nFt :Fnsi;er natLre 

tF 9e a a>F;lessb realD	 the ;ialF>Le iDDe;iatelP 9e:FDes :Fnstri:tiMe an; =ilters 

FLt natLralisti: MisiFns F= natLre� -he share; realitP here	 then	 is natLre as inha9ite; 

9P  F;	 an; the =F:Ls tLrns tF the terDs in Nhi:h the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG shFLl; 

9e arti:Llate; sF that it ;Fes ALsti:e tF the natLre F= the natLral NFrl; as Nell as tF the 

9ein> F=  F;� 

�. -he se:Fn; trian>LlatiFn is an inter:LltLral ;ialF>Le 9etNeen DF;ern "n;ian 

Christian theFlF>ians an; �alit Christian thinBers Fn natLre� !FNeMer	 >iMen the 

:FnteOt	 the aDaterialitPb F= the natLral NFrl; an; hFN  F; relates tF it 9e:FDe the 

GFints F= ;is:LssiFn� �s thFse sharin> the saDe =aith :FDDitDent	 these interlF:LtFrs

hFl; that the Christian  F; is intiDatelP relate; tF the Daterial an; the :FrGFreal	 

�� Kat<rin GlSer, �onald �aAidson: A $hort Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011), 23�.
�� Kevin ". Van<ooNer, ‘On t<e Very Idea of a T<eological System: An �ssay in Aid of Triangulating ScriDture,

C<urc< and World’, in AlBays #eforming: �Cplorations in $ystematic Theology, ed. A. T. B. %cGowan
(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2006), 12�–�2.

�� Toren, ‘Intercultural T<eology as a T<ree	Way Conversation’.
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as a NFrBin> hPGFthesis an; DFMin> 9ePFn; the inter:LltLral aGGrFa:h	 Ne Lse it as a 

testin> >rFLn; =Fr the :laiDs F= :riti:al realisD� 
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�� Bert< Danermark, %ats �kstrRm, and "an C<. Karisson, �Cplaining $ociety: Critical #ealism in the $ocial
$ciences (London: *outledge, 2019)� David Pilgrim, Critical #ealism for !sychologists (London: *outledge,
2019).

�	 T<omas �. Torrance, Theological $cience (London: Oxford University Press, 1969)� Alister �. %cGrat<, The
Territories of Human #eason: $cience and Theology in an Age of Multiple #ationalities (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 201�).

�
 T<omas �. Torrance, Theological $cience (London: Oxford University Press, 1969), 2�6–312.
�� Benno van den Toren and Kang San Tan, Humble Confidence: A Model for Interfaith Apologetics (Downers 

Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2022).
�1 S. %ark Heim, $alAations: Truth and �ifference in #eligion (%aryknoll, &1: Or6is Books, 199�), 212.
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re:F>nise ;i==erent laPers F= ;ialF>Le	 " haMe eDGlFPe; the trian>LlatiFn DethF; ;eMelFGe; 

9P �Deri:an GhilFsFGher �Fnal; �aMi;sFn�  

	et��d �� �riang%lati�n
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Man ;en -Fren	 NhF ar>Les that all inter:LltLral theFlF>P shFLl; 9e a -hree
0aP 

:FnMersatiFn���
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9P  F;	 an; the =F:Ls tLrns tF the terDs in Nhi:h the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG shFLl; 

9e arti:Llate; sF that it ;Fes ALsti:e tF the natLre F= the natLral NFrl; as Nell as tF the 

9ein> F=  F;� 

�. -he se:Fn; trian>LlatiFn is an inter:LltLral ;ialF>Le 9etNeen DF;ern "n;ian 

Christian theFlF>ians an; �alit Christian thinBers Fn natLre� !FNeMer	 >iMen the 

:FnteOt	 the aDaterialitPb F= the natLral NFrl; an; hFN  F; relates tF it 9e:FDe the 

GFints F= ;is:LssiFn� �s thFse sharin> the saDe =aith :FDDitDent	 these interlF:LtFrs
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�� Kat<rin GlSer, �onald �aAidson: A $hort Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011), 23�.
�� Kevin ". Van<ooNer, ‘On t<e Very Idea of a T<eological System: An �ssay in Aid of Triangulating ScriDture,

C<urc< and World’, in AlBays #eforming: �Cplorations in $ystematic Theology, ed. A. T. B. %cGowan
(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2006), 12�–�2.

�� Toren, ‘Intercultural T<eology as a T<ree	Way Conversation’.
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althFL>h	 9ase; Fn their :LltLral lF:atiFn	 theP stress ;istin:t asGe:ts F= this

relatiFnshiG� 

3. -he =inal trian>LlatiFn 9Lil;s LGFn the inter:LltLral :FnMersatiFn Fn natLre ;is:Lsse; 

in the thir; trian>LlatiFn 9P in:lL;in> 0estern Christian theFlF>i:al MFi:es	 

Garti:LlarlP thFse esGFLsin> a -rinitarian Ln;erstan;in> F= natLre� !ere	 tFF	 the 

:FnMersatiFn Gartners share the Christian 9elie=	 9Lt their :LltLral lF:atiFn in=lLen:es 

hFN theP arti:Llate the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG� 

�s DentiFne; earlier	 this resear:h 9rin>s tF>ether seMeral :FnteOtLal ;is:FLrses an; 

atteDGts tF initiate an inter:LltLral :FnMersatiFn aDFn> theD� -he trian>LlatiFn DethF; 

iDDe;iatelP helGs Ls :ir:LDs:ri9e the s:FGe F= ;is:LssiFn tF a share; realitP	 that is	 

natLre Fr the Daterial NFrl;� �LrtherDFre	 it helGs Ls re:F>nise the :LltLral :FnstrL:tiMist 

ar>LDent that Nhile all ;ialF>Le Gartners DaP MieN the natLral NFrl; as a share; realitP 

an; GFint F= re=eren:e	 theP ;F nFt GFssess the saDe Ln;erstan;in> F= it� -he ;iMersitP F= 

interGretatiFns F= natLre GrFDises a ri:h inter:LltLral ;ialF>Le Fn natLre� �t the saDe tiDe	 

Fne alsF NFn;ers i=	 >iMen the saDe share; realitP	 there are threa;s F= :FnMersatiFn that 

are :FDDFn tF all ;is:LssiFns� "n this sense	 the trian>LlatiFn DethF; =Lrther hints at the 

a:FnteOtLalb an; the ainter
:FnteOtLalb alrea;P Gresent in these :FnMersatiFns� 0hen 

:FD9ine; Nith :riti:al realist DethF;FlF>P	 this Deans that the share; realitP	 Nhi:h is the 

F9Ae:t F= the :FnMersatiFn	 alsF has an eGisteDFlF>i:al GriFritP� 

-he trian>LlatiFn DethF;	 DFreFMer	 i;enti=ies seMeral =iel;s an; areas tF Nhi:h FLr 

Gresent resear:h :Fntri9Ltes	 sL:h as interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le	 the s:ien:e an; reli>iFn

;e9ate	 :FnteOtLal theFlF>P an; inter:LltLral theFlF>i:al :FnMersatiFns� "t alsF helGs Ls 

>aL>e the s:FGe an; releMan:e F= :riti:al realist DethF;FlF>P in these MariFLs =iel;s� 

(= :FLrse	 the =Ln:tiFn an; a;Manta>es F= the trian>LlatiFn DethF; are 9rie=lP ;es:ri9e; 

here� -he ;etails F= ea:h trian>LlatiFn Nill 9e GrF>ressiMelP =ille; in ;Lrin> the resear:h� 

0e Nill reMisit the trian>LlatiFns in a later :haGter ����� tF interGret the ;ata an; test the 

DethF;FlF>P an; aGGrFa:hes taBen in the resear:h�
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a�ll Nritin> is aLtF9iF>raGhP	b saPs �Fnal; &LrraP��� " >reN LG in an; arFLn; 

:FDDLnities that Nere sF:iallP an; e:FnFDi:allP Dar>inalise; =Fr >eneratiFns an; ha; ALst 

Di>rate; =rFD Milla>es tF Lr9an areas in sear:h F= the >FF; li=e� a"s  F; intereste; in DP 

Daterial Nell
9ein>�b Nas Fne F= the DFst L9iHLitFLs HLestiFns " =a:e; 9Fth GersFnallP an; 

=rFD thFse arFLn; De�  

�lthFL>h GriDarilP a theFlF>i:al HLestiFn	 it Nas alsF relate; tF s:ien:e	 =Fr s:ien:e an; 

te:hnFlF>P haMe 9een the DFst e==e:tiMe Deans F= GrF:Lrin> Daterial GrF>ress� " ha; 

BnFNn this tF 9e the :ase Nith the 0estern NFrl;� -here=Fre	 liBe seMeral lea;ers F= the 

neN "n;eGen;ent "n;ia	 " 9elieMe; that the NaP FLt F= GFMertP tF GrFsGeritP Nas thrFL>h 

s:ien:e an; te:hnFlF>P� -his is NhP it Nas in=Lriatin> tF see the threshFl;s F= s:ien:e

traDGle; an; eOGlFite; =Fr the GrFGa>atiFn F= sLGerstitiFn an; DPthFlF>P	 GLshin> the 

iDGFMerishe; Dasses =Lrther intF their GFMertP� 'atLral s:ien:es ha; tF haMe a GrFGer Gla:e 

an; =Ln:tiFn in sF:ietP i= the DilliFns ;eGriMe; F= 9asi: hLDan nee;s Nere tF haMe anP 

;i>ni=ie; li=e� 

!FNeMer	 as " 9e:aDe aNare F= the GFstDF;ern an; GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes the DPth F= 

as:ien:e as salMatiFn	b�	 Nas 9Lrst� "nstea;	 DP :FnMi:tiFn that neither the HLestiFns F= Fneds 

Daterial Nell
9ein> nFr the eDGlFPDent F= s:ien:e tF a:hieMe that F9Ae:tiMe :an 9e rea:he; 

NithFLt taBin> a theFlF>i:al rFLte Nas =Lrther ;eeGene;� (= :FLrse	 Fne DaP teDGFrarilP 

9ra:Bet all theFlF>i:al ;is:LssiFn an; Gra>Dati:allP GriFritise Daterial nee;s� !FNeMer	 in the 

lFn> rLn	 the HLestiFn Nhether Fne shFLl; seeB Daterial Nell
9ein> reHLires a :are=Ll 

re=le:tiFn Fn Nhat it Deans tF 9e hLDan an; Nhat is Deant 9P hLDan Nell
9ein>� �n; Nhat 

a9FLt DaterialitP� �Fes DaterialitP haMe a Gla:e in hLDan Nell
9ein>� "t alsF reHLires an 

hFnest re=le:tiFn Fn NhF  F; is� �Fr :an theFlF>ies that Ln;erDine the DaterialitP F= hLDan 

9ein>s en>a>e Nith theD GFsitiMelP� 

,iDilar re=le:tiFn is nF less :rL:ial =Fr natLral s:ien:e =Fr eMen 9e=Fre Fne eDGlFPs theD in 

the :aLse F= Daterial Nell
9ein>	 Fne DLst asB� 0hat is natLre� "s natLre NFrth en>a>in> 

�� Donald %. %urray, ‘All Writing Is Auto6iograD<y’, College Composition and Communication 42, no. 1 
(�e6ruary 1991): 66–�4.

�� %ary %idgley, $cience as $alAation: A Modern Myth and Its Meaning (London: *outledge, 1992).
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Nith� 0hat DaBes it sF� Can theFlF>ies that lFFB ;FNn LGFn the Daterial NFrl; as se:Fn;arP 

tF sGiritLal realities	 en>a>e Nith it GrFGerlP� -hese HLestiFns an; :Fnsi;eratiFns lea; Ls 

9ePFn; the terrains F= GhPsi:al s:ien:es tF DetaGhPsi:s� !FNeMer	 i= Fne aiDs tF LnlF:B the 

=Lll GFtential F= s:ien:e =Fr the 9ene=it F= hLDanitP	 esGe:iallP thFse Fn the 9rinB F= Daterial 

GrFsGeritP	 these HLestiFns haMe GrF=FLn; iDGli:atiFns an; DLst 9e inMesti>ate;�

-his resear:h	 there=Fre	 aiDs tF eOGlFre theFlF>i:al resFLr:es tF =in; an aGGrFGriate 

=raDeNFrB tF interGret natLre sF that GrFGer ethi:s =Fr en>a>in> Nith it	 in:lL;in> thrFL>h 

natLral s:ien:es	 :an 9e ;eriMe; =rFD it� -he DFtiMatiFn Ln;erlPin> this resear:h is the 

:FnMi:tiFn that	 i= =FLn;	 sL:h a =raDeNFrB :an GrFMi;e nFt FnlP a GrFGer aGGrFa:h tF natLre 

9Lt alsF the iDGetLs =Fr :Frre:tlP en>a>in> Nith natLral s:ien:es =Fr hLDan Nell
9ein> in the 

:FnteOt F= "n;ia an; 9ePFn;�  

��a�� i� ��l�(a!��

-his resear:h :Fntri9Ltes tF seMeral =iel;s F= a:a;eDi: interest� 

�ir>tlD	 9P 9rin>in> "n;ian Christian theFlF>P F= natLre in a =resh en>a>eDent Nith sF:ial 

stL;ies Fn s:ien:e	 it enhan:es 9Fth GFst:FlFnial an; inter:LltLral aGGrFa:hes� 0hile the 

0estern theFlF>i:al sFLr:es haMe en>a>e; DL:h Nith GFstDF;ern thFL>ht	 theP la:B the 

GFst:FlFnial eOGerien:e tF 9rin> tF s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;is:LssiFns� &FreFMer	 inter:LltLral 

theFlF>P itsel= is a DF;ern 0estern ;is:iGline that	 in a GFst:FlFnial :FnteOt	 is sLs:eGti9le tF 

9ein> re>ar;e; as GerGetLatin> :FlFnialitP� "n;ian MFi:es	 Fn the Fther han;	 in their anti


:FlFnial Qest	 F=ten =ail tF see their FNn 9iases an; FMerlFFB the a;Manta>es F= inter:LltLral 

theFlF>P� �s ;FL9lP :FlFnise;	 "n;ian Christians F==er a 9etter MieN F= 9Fth aGGrFa:hes� 

Nhile theP share the histFrP F= :FlFnialitP alFn> Nith their :FDGatriFts	 their =aith :FntinLes 

tF 9e MieNe; thrFL>h the :FlFnial GrisD in "n;ia	 althFL>h ChristianitPds eOisten:e in "n;ia 

Gre;ates 0estern :FlFnialisD� -his DaBes theD MLlnera9le tF reli>iFLs ;is:riDinatiFn an; 

DaAFritarian MiFlen:e� !FNeMer	 this GFsitiFn alsF ena9les theD tF F==er a :ritiHLe F= 9Fth 

inter:LltLral theFlF>P =rFD a GFst:FlFnial eOGerien:e an; :FlFnialitP in its 0estern as Nell as 

natiMe =FrDs� "n this sense	 Lsin> 9Fth GFst:FlFnial an; inter:LltLral aGGrFa:hes	 the "n;ian 

Christian GersGe:tiMe Fn natLre aiDs tF enhan:e 9Fth�

$econ/lD	 as eDer>in> =rFD the "n;ian :FnteOt F= reli>iFLs GlLralitP	 this stL;P alsF 

:Fntri9Ltes tF the =iel; F= interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le� "nterreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le has 9e:FDe a 

=iel; F= a:a;eDi: interest Garti:LlarlP sin:e the )arliaDent F= the 0Frl;ds +eli>iFns hel; in 

��

Chi:a>F in 1���� 0hile the sF:iFlF>P F= reli>iFn has =F:Lse; DL:h Fn the si>ni=i:an:e F= 

reli>iFLs Gra:ti:es an; ritLals	 FntFlF>i:al HLestiFns	 sL:h as the natLre F= realitP an; 

eGisteDFlF>i:al issLes	 an; the natLre an; ALsti=i:atiFn F= trLth :laiDs	 :FntinLe tF reDain 

at the :entre F= the enterGrise F= interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le an; aGFlF>eti:s� 

�s �lister &: rath a:BnFNle;>es	 a ;ialF>Le 9etNeen ;i==erent nFtiFns F= natLre :FLl; 9e 

enri:hin>	 �
 9Lt it alsF raises a HLestiFn	 naDelP	 a>iMen that cnatLred is an interGrete; an; 

De;iate; nFtiFn	 Nhat interGretatiFn is tF 9e Gre=erre;�b �� �lthFL>h si>ni=i:ant in itsel=	 

this HLestiFn is alsF entan>le; Nith Fther GhilFsFGhi:al HLestiFns F= FLr tiDes	 sL:h as� 

,hFLl; Fne interGretatiFn a9e Gre=erre;b� 0hat is the :riteriFn =Fr ;e:i;in> a aGre=erre;b 

interGretatiFn� "s it a Datter F= GersFnal Gre=eren:e	 Fr is there a :laiD F= eO:lLsiMitP 

lLrBin> Ln;erneath the HLestiFn� -hese HLestiFns are anF
>F QFnesb in DanP interreli>iFLs 

;is:LssiFns Fn natLre� &: rathds :rL:ial HLestiFn	 hFNeMer	 reDains a GFint F= ;eGartLre 

=Fr this resear:h� -hLs	 this resear:h :Fntri9Ltes tF the =iel; nFt FnlP 9P insistin> Fn the 

nee; =Fr :FntinLal interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le =Fr DLtLal >rFNth 9Lt alsF 9P GrF9in> intF 

eGisteDFlF>i:al an; FntFlF>i:al :laiDs that Ln;erlie sL:h a ;ialF>Le 

%hir/lD	 this stL;P :Fntri9Ltes tF the =iel; F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn	 Garti:LlarlP 9P 

intrF;L:in> an "n;ian Christian MFi:e tF the ;is:LssiFn F= the natLre F= natLre� -he 

in:lLsiFn F= an "n;ian Christian MFi:e itsel= is a :rL:ial steG 9e:aLse the :Lrrent :rFG F= 

literatLre in the =iel; F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn seeDs F9liMiFLs tF the nee; =Fr a ;istin:t 

"n;ian Christian MFi:e Fn natLre� ,FLr:es that =a:ilitate >lF9al ;is:LssiFn F= reli>iFn an; 

s:ien:e GriMile>e a�astern reli>iFnsb	 Nhereas the sL9=iel; F= s:ien:e an; Christian 

theFlF>P is ;FDinate; 9P 0estern MFi:es� -his GarF:hial MieN LnintentiFnallP rein=Fr:es 

the Friental an; nFN GFGLlar Ger:eGtiFn that anPthin> that is "n;ian :annFt 9e Christian	 

an; eMerPthin> that is Christian is essentiallP 0estern� �n "n;ian Christian GersGe:tiMe Fn 

natLre is reHLire; tF ;istLr9 the statLs HLF tF enri:h the =iel; F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn�

�o@rthlD� this stL;P alsF :Fntri9Ltes tF the =iel; F= :FnteOtLal an; >lF9al theFlF>P� !ere 

tFF	 an "n;ian Christian MFi:e Fn natLre sL==ers =rFD sins F= eO:lLsiFn an; in:lLsiFn� (n 

the Fne han;	 :FnteDGFrarP s:hFlarlP NFrBs Fn the theFlF>P F= natLre are ;eMelFGe; in the 

0estern :FnteOt	 Nhere the 0estern eOGerien:e	 :Fn:erns an; DethF;FlF>ies F=ten taBe 

�� %cGrat<, #e�Imaging �ature, 1��.
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Nith� 0hat DaBes it sF� Can theFlF>ies that lFFB ;FNn LGFn the Daterial NFrl; as se:Fn;arP 
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9ePFn; the terrains F= GhPsi:al s:ien:es tF DetaGhPsi:s� !FNeMer	 i= Fne aiDs tF LnlF:B the 

=Lll GFtential F= s:ien:e =Fr the 9ene=it F= hLDanitP	 esGe:iallP thFse Fn the 9rinB F= Daterial 

GrFsGeritP	 these HLestiFns haMe GrF=FLn; iDGli:atiFns an; DLst 9e inMesti>ate;�

-his resear:h	 there=Fre	 aiDs tF eOGlFre theFlF>i:al resFLr:es tF =in; an aGGrFGriate 

=raDeNFrB tF interGret natLre sF that GrFGer ethi:s =Fr en>a>in> Nith it	 in:lL;in> thrFL>h 

natLral s:ien:es	 :an 9e ;eriMe; =rFD it� -he DFtiMatiFn Ln;erlPin> this resear:h is the 

:FnMi:tiFn that	 i= =FLn;	 sL:h a =raDeNFrB :an GrFMi;e nFt FnlP a GrFGer aGGrFa:h tF natLre 

9Lt alsF the iDGetLs =Fr :Frre:tlP en>a>in> Nith natLral s:ien:es =Fr hLDan Nell
9ein> in the 

:FnteOt F= "n;ia an; 9ePFn;�  

��a�� i� ��l�(a!��
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GriFritP an; natLral s:ien:e is en>a>e; GriDarilP Nith the DFtiMe F= resGFn;in> tF the 

GFGLlar tensiFn 9etNeen s:ien:e an; theFlF>P� �n "n;ian Christian MFi:e is F=ten a9sent 

=rFD these Glat=FrDs	 DainlP 9e:aLse "n;ian Christians F=ten ;F nFt en>a>e Nith natLral 

s:ien:es in a strai>ht=FrNar; Danner	 9Lt their MFi:e is tF 9e eli:ite; =rFD their resGFnse tF 

their FNn Fther iDDe;iate nee;s an; :Fn:erns� (n the Fther han;	 Nhen an "n;ian MFi:e 

9e:FDes Gart F= the ;is:LssiFn	 the :FnteOtLal =a:tFrs that shaGe it are nFt Gai; sL==i:ient 

attentiFn tF� -hLs	 :FnteDGFrarP theFlF>ies F= natLre an; aGGrFa:hes tF natLral s:ien:es 

F=ten FMerlFFB the in=lLen:e F= "n;ian realities sL:h as GFst:FlFnialitP	 reli>iFLs GlLralisD	 

e:FnFDi: GFMertP	 sF:ial ineHLalitP an; :aste that GlaP :FnstitLtiMe rFles in the 

:FnstrL:tiFn F= "n;ian Christian theFlF>P F= natLre an; en>a>eDent Nith natLral s:ien:es� 

�FllFNin> the :FnstrL:tiMist lea;	 this stL;P aiDs tF sitLate an "n;ian Christian theFlF>P F= 

natLre in its FNn :FnteOt an; inMesti>ate =a:tFrs that shaGe it� !FNeMer	 in ;Fin> sF	 the 

resear:h alsF re:F>nises the liDitatiFns F= :FnteOtLal theFlF>i:al re=le:tiFn an; inMesti>ates 

the GFssi9ilities =Fr an "n;ian Christian MFi:e tF rise 9ePFn; its FNn :FnteOt an; :Fntri9Lte 

tF >lF9al theFlF>i:al ;is:LssiFns Fn natLre�  

���l�%ial ��l�(a!��

�rFD an "n;ian Christian GersGe:tiMe	 the en>a>eDent Nith natLral s:ien:e is Ln;ertaBen 

=rFD the GFsitiFn F= e:FnFDi: ;isGaritP an; Dar>inalisatiFn� &aterial GFMertP itsel= DaP 9e 

an FLt:FDe F= eOternal as Nell as internal GressLres	 sL:h as LnALst sF:ial strL:tLres an; 

LnhealthP theFlF>ies	 resGe:tiMelP� )rFtestant eMan>eli:al :hLr:hes in "n;ia haMe lFn> hel; 

tF lar>elP �Deri:an	 raGtLre
=F:Lse; ChristianitP	 Nhi:h GrFDFtes es:aGisD that ne>le:ts a 

GFsitiMe en>a>eDent Nith the aGresentb Daterial NFrl; an; its GrF:esses =Fr hLDan Nell


9ein> in the here an; the nFN� -his es:aGist ten;en:P :FntinLes tF tri:Ble ;FNn tF neN 

:hLr:hes� -he "n;ian :hLr:h	 in >eneral	 has alsF F=ten Fs:illate; 9etNeen GrFsGeritP 

theFlF>P an; Nhat " :all aGFMertPb theFlF>P`the =FrDer seeBs  F; =Fr Daterial 9lessin>s	 

an; the latter :Fnsi;ers GFMertP essential =Fr GrFOiDitP tF  F;� -hFse NhF :Fn;eDn Fne 

F=ten en; LG in the Fther :aDG� 

0estern :hLr:hes	 in their relatiFn tF "n;ian :hLr:hes	 alsF ten; tF esGFLse the aGFMertP 

theFlF>Pb as it allFNs theD tF :ritiHLe the raDGant DaterialisD Nithin their FNn :LltLral 

:FnteOt� 0estern :hLr:h is F=ten LnaNare F= its FNn GFsitiFnalitP	 Nhi:h :reates a lFGsi;e; 

MisiFn F= salMatiFn	 in Nhi:h Daterial ;eMelFGDent F=ten :FDes se:Fn;arP tF the sGiritLal� 

CFnseHLentlP	 the 0estern :hLr:h F=ten rFDanti:ises GFMertP F= the athir; NFrl;b an; its 
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DissiFnal e==Frts are aiDe; at saMin> the asFLlsb� -he trans=er F= the BnFNle;>e F= the 

NFrl; taBes a 9a:Bseat� -hese =a:tFrs a:t as ;eterrents tF a GrFGer inter:LltLral eO:han>e 

an; :FnstrL:tiMe Lsa>e F= natLral s:ien:es an; Lnleashin> theD =Fr the eDGFNerDent F= 

the e:FnFDi:allP Dar>inalise; in the :FnteOt F= "n;ia� 

!FNeMer	 this DissiFnal attitL;e re=le:ts the ;eeGer GrF9leD F= sGirit
Datter ;LalitP that 

ails the 0estern NFrl; an; theFlF>P an; Nhi:h then Ger:Flates tF Fther Garts F= the NFrl;� 

-here=Fre	 an inte>ral MisiFn F= hLDan Nell
9ein> that en:FDGasses 9Fth sGiritLal an; 

Daterial ;iDensiFns an; its theFlF>i:al =FLn;atiFn DLst 9e arti:Llate; =Fr the 9ene=it F= 

9Fth "n;ian an; 0estern :hLr:h 9e=Fre theP are insGire; tF liMe it FLt� ,L:h a MisiFn shFLl; 

ena9le 9Fth "n;ian an; 0estern e::lesial :FDDLnities tF ;eMelFG a GrFGer FLtlFFB tFNar;s 

this NFrl; an; GrFs:ri9e a le>itiDate Gla:e =Fr DaterialitP� "t shFLl; =Lrther GrFMi;e 9Fth 

the "n;ian an; the 0estern :hLr:hes Nith an iDGetLs tF 9e a GrFGheti: an; eDGFNerin> 

:FDDLnitP 9P :riti:allP en>a>in> Nith Fther MisiFns F= hLDan Nell
9ein> that assi>n a 

;i==erent Gla:e an; rFle tF DaterialitP than their FNn�  

-his inte>ral MisiFn F= sGirit
Datter relatiFnalitP =Lels the aiD F= this NFrB :aGtLre; in its 

title� a&ere &aterialitP�b -he GlaP Fn NFr;s is a :ritiHLe F= tNF GFsitiFns that eDer>e in 

this NFrB� that Nhi:h :Fnsi;ers DaterialitP tF 9e the FnlP realitP an; that Nhi:h :Fnsi;ers 

DaterialitP tF 9e DerelP se:Fn;arP tF sGiritLalitP� 

+2/2 ��* ��$ %

�s in;i:ate; at the 9e>innin> F= this :haGter	 re:ent GFstDF;ern an; GFst:FlFnial 

aGGrFa:hes haMe ;islF;>e; seMeral nFtiFns =rFD the =iOe; Deanin>s that Nere as:ri9e; tF 

theD� �t least three F= theD haMe iDGli:atiFns =Fr this GrFAe:t an;	 there=Fre	 nee; tF 9e 

:lari=ie; at the MerP FLtset F= this GrFAe:t�

	at�re

-his stL;P a>rees Nith sF:ial :FnstrL:tiMist analPsis that :Fn:eGtiFns F= natLre ;F nFt aGGear 

tF Ls liBe eDGtP :Fntainers 9Lt are alNaPs interGrete; =rFD a :ertain GFsitiFn� �rFD a 

Christian GersGe:tiMe	 natLre :an neMer 9e Ln;erstFF; aGart =rFD the ;F:trine F= :reatiFn� 

-here=Fre	 alFn> Nith Fther Christian theFlF>ians	 sL:h as &: rath	 )FlBin>hFrne an; 

 LntFn	 this resear:h taBes anatLreb tF Dean :reatiFn an; Mi:e Mersa� " aD aNare that the 



30 31

��

GriFritP an; natLral s:ien:e is en>a>e; GriDarilP Nith the DFtiMe F= resGFn;in> tF the 

GFGLlar tensiFn 9etNeen s:ien:e an; theFlF>P� �n "n;ian Christian MFi:e is F=ten a9sent 

=rFD these Glat=FrDs	 DainlP 9e:aLse "n;ian Christians F=ten ;F nFt en>a>e Nith natLral 

s:ien:es in a strai>ht=FrNar; Danner	 9Lt their MFi:e is tF 9e eli:ite; =rFD their resGFnse tF 

their FNn Fther iDDe;iate nee;s an; :Fn:erns� (n the Fther han;	 Nhen an "n;ian MFi:e 

9e:FDes Gart F= the ;is:LssiFn	 the :FnteOtLal =a:tFrs that shaGe it are nFt Gai; sL==i:ient 

attentiFn tF� -hLs	 :FnteDGFrarP theFlF>ies F= natLre an; aGGrFa:hes tF natLral s:ien:es 

F=ten FMerlFFB the in=lLen:e F= "n;ian realities sL:h as GFst:FlFnialitP	 reli>iFLs GlLralisD	 

e:FnFDi: GFMertP	 sF:ial ineHLalitP an; :aste that GlaP :FnstitLtiMe rFles in the 

:FnstrL:tiFn F= "n;ian Christian theFlF>P F= natLre an; en>a>eDent Nith natLral s:ien:es� 

�FllFNin> the :FnstrL:tiMist lea;	 this stL;P aiDs tF sitLate an "n;ian Christian theFlF>P F= 

natLre in its FNn :FnteOt an; inMesti>ate =a:tFrs that shaGe it� !FNeMer	 in ;Fin> sF	 the 

resear:h alsF re:F>nises the liDitatiFns F= :FnteOtLal theFlF>i:al re=le:tiFn an; inMesti>ates 

the GFssi9ilities =Fr an "n;ian Christian MFi:e tF rise 9ePFn; its FNn :FnteOt an; :Fntri9Lte 

tF >lF9al theFlF>i:al ;is:LssiFns Fn natLre�  

���l�%ial ��l�(a!��

�rFD an "n;ian Christian GersGe:tiMe	 the en>a>eDent Nith natLral s:ien:e is Ln;ertaBen 

=rFD the GFsitiFn F= e:FnFDi: ;isGaritP an; Dar>inalisatiFn� &aterial GFMertP itsel= DaP 9e 

an FLt:FDe F= eOternal as Nell as internal GressLres	 sL:h as LnALst sF:ial strL:tLres an; 

LnhealthP theFlF>ies	 resGe:tiMelP� )rFtestant eMan>eli:al :hLr:hes in "n;ia haMe lFn> hel; 

tF lar>elP �Deri:an	 raGtLre
=F:Lse; ChristianitP	 Nhi:h GrFDFtes es:aGisD that ne>le:ts a 

GFsitiMe en>a>eDent Nith the aGresentb Daterial NFrl; an; its GrF:esses =Fr hLDan Nell


9ein> in the here an; the nFN� -his es:aGist ten;en:P :FntinLes tF tri:Ble ;FNn tF neN 

:hLr:hes� -he "n;ian :hLr:h	 in >eneral	 has alsF F=ten Fs:illate; 9etNeen GrFsGeritP 

theFlF>P an; Nhat " :all aGFMertPb theFlF>P`the =FrDer seeBs  F; =Fr Daterial 9lessin>s	 

an; the latter :Fnsi;ers GFMertP essential =Fr GrFOiDitP tF  F;� -hFse NhF :Fn;eDn Fne 

F=ten en; LG in the Fther :aDG� 

0estern :hLr:hes	 in their relatiFn tF "n;ian :hLr:hes	 alsF ten; tF esGFLse the aGFMertP 

theFlF>Pb as it allFNs theD tF :ritiHLe the raDGant DaterialisD Nithin their FNn :LltLral 

:FnteOt� 0estern :hLr:h is F=ten LnaNare F= its FNn GFsitiFnalitP	 Nhi:h :reates a lFGsi;e; 

MisiFn F= salMatiFn	 in Nhi:h Daterial ;eMelFGDent F=ten :FDes se:Fn;arP tF the sGiritLal� 

CFnseHLentlP	 the 0estern :hLr:h F=ten rFDanti:ises GFMertP F= the athir; NFrl;b an; its 

��

DissiFnal e==Frts are aiDe; at saMin> the asFLlsb� -he trans=er F= the BnFNle;>e F= the 

NFrl; taBes a 9a:Bseat� -hese =a:tFrs a:t as ;eterrents tF a GrFGer inter:LltLral eO:han>e 

an; :FnstrL:tiMe Lsa>e F= natLral s:ien:es an; Lnleashin> theD =Fr the eDGFNerDent F= 

the e:FnFDi:allP Dar>inalise; in the :FnteOt F= "n;ia� 

!FNeMer	 this DissiFnal attitL;e re=le:ts the ;eeGer GrF9leD F= sGirit
Datter ;LalitP that 

ails the 0estern NFrl; an; theFlF>P an; Nhi:h then Ger:Flates tF Fther Garts F= the NFrl;� 

-here=Fre	 an inte>ral MisiFn F= hLDan Nell
9ein> that en:FDGasses 9Fth sGiritLal an; 

Daterial ;iDensiFns an; its theFlF>i:al =FLn;atiFn DLst 9e arti:Llate; =Fr the 9ene=it F= 

9Fth "n;ian an; 0estern :hLr:h 9e=Fre theP are insGire; tF liMe it FLt� ,L:h a MisiFn shFLl; 

ena9le 9Fth "n;ian an; 0estern e::lesial :FDDLnities tF ;eMelFG a GrFGer FLtlFFB tFNar;s 
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:FDDLnitP 9P :riti:allP en>a>in> Nith Fther MisiFns F= hLDan Nell
9ein> that assi>n a 

;i==erent Gla:e an; rFle tF DaterialitP than their FNn�  

-his inte>ral MisiFn F= sGirit
Datter relatiFnalitP =Lels the aiD F= this NFrB :aGtLre; in its 

title� a&ere &aterialitP�b -he GlaP Fn NFr;s is a :ritiHLe F= tNF GFsitiFns that eDer>e in 

this NFrB� that Nhi:h :Fnsi;ers DaterialitP tF 9e the FnlP realitP an; that Nhi:h :Fnsi;ers 

DaterialitP tF 9e DerelP se:Fn;arP tF sGiritLalitP� 

+2/2 ��* ��$ %

�s in;i:ate; at the 9e>innin> F= this :haGter	 re:ent GFstDF;ern an; GFst:FlFnial 

aGGrFa:hes haMe ;islF;>e; seMeral nFtiFns =rFD the =iOe; Deanin>s that Nere as:ri9e; tF 

theD� �t least three F= theD haMe iDGli:atiFns =Fr this GrFAe:t an;	 there=Fre	 nee; tF 9e 

:lari=ie; at the MerP FLtset F= this GrFAe:t�

	at�re

-his stL;P a>rees Nith sF:ial :FnstrL:tiMist analPsis that :Fn:eGtiFns F= natLre ;F nFt aGGear 

tF Ls liBe eDGtP :Fntainers 9Lt are alNaPs interGrete; =rFD a :ertain GFsitiFn� �rFD a 

Christian GersGe:tiMe	 natLre :an neMer 9e Ln;erstFF; aGart =rFD the ;F:trine F= :reatiFn� 

-here=Fre	 alFn> Nith Fther Christian theFlF>ians	 sL:h as &: rath	 )FlBin>hFrne an; 

 LntFn	 this resear:h taBes anatLreb tF Dean :reatiFn an; Mi:e Mersa� " aD aNare that the 
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theFlF>P F= natLre aiDe; at in this GrFAe:t ;eMelFGs =rFD Nithin the DLlti
reli>iFLs :FnteOt F= 

"n;ia an; in :FnMersatiFn Nith s:hFlars F= Fther =aiths NhF ;F nFt share DP :FnMi:tiFn� 

!FNeMer	 tF thinB F= she;;in> all DP 9elie=s a9FLt natLre as a Gre:Fn;itiFn tF en>a>e in a 

:FnMersatiFn an; tF eOGe:t theD tF ;F the saDe NFLl; 9e ;ishFnest� 0hether theP 9elieMe 

sL:h a :Fn;itiFn tF 9e a GrereHLisite =Fr ;ialF>Le is itsel= a Datter F= ;is:LssiFn an; Nill FnlP 

9e:FDe :lear in the :FLrse F= the :FnMersatiFn� �esGite ;i==erent interGretatiFns	 hFNeMer	 the 

:FnMersatiFn Gartners en>a>e; in this resear:h a>ree that the terD anatLreb itsel= re=ers tF a 

realitP that is :FDDFnlP aMaila9le tF all hLDan 9ein>s	 an; :FnMersatiFn a9FLt natLre is 

GFssi9le 9e:aLse F= this MerP a::essi9ilitP� -his ali>ns Nith the trian>LlatiFn DethF; a;aGte; 

in this stL;P �1����  

�Lrther	 " haMe Lse; the NFr;s anatLreb an; aDaterial NFrl;b inter:han>ea9lP in this stL;P	 as 

is ;Fne 9P seMeral Fther Nriters in the =iel;� -his is nFt tF hint at anP Bin; F= FntFlF>i:al 

DaterialisD� " ;F nFt 9elieMe that eMerPthin> that eOists is ne:essarilP Daterial	 9Lt eD9ra:e 

eGisteDFlF>i:al DaterialisD in the sense that all F= Fneds eOGerien:es an; BnFNle;>e are 

eD9F;ie;� +ealitP :annFt 9e re;L:e; tF GhPsi:alitP	 9Lt GhPsi:al realitP nFnetheless has an 

iDGFrtant rFle in hFN Ne Ger:eiMe the NFrl;� -his :FnMi:tiFn is a resLlt F= DP FNn Christian 

GFsitiFn	 Nhi:h GrF:laiDs  F; as the :reatFr F= 9Fth Daterial an; iDDaterial realities an; 

hFl;s that the -rinitarian  F;	 GFst
in:arnatiFn	 reDains =FreMer 9Fth Daterial an; sGiritLal	 a 

GFint that " haMe ela9Frate; tFNar;s the en; F= DP resear:h� 

-hLs	 the resear:h alsF ;elMes intF the MerP nFtiFn F= DaterialitP�

-he Lse F= the terD aDaterial NFrl;b alsF shFNs DP lF:atiFn as an "n;ian Christian 

theFlF>ian	 GFsitiFne; tF en>a>e Nith 9Fth Daterialist an; anti
Daterialist tren;s Nithin DP 

FNn settin>� �s NFLl; 9e:FDe :lear Nith the GrF>ress F= the resear:h	 the ;e9ate a9FLt the 

natLre F= natLre in the "n;ian settin> is essentiallP a9FLt the DaterialitP F= natLre an; its 

relatiFnshiG tF the ,Girit	 Fr the nFn
Daterial� -hLs	 theFlF>ies F= natLre eDer>e =rFD a 

=raDeNFrB that arti:Llates a sGe:i=i: Ln;erstan;in> F=  F;ds relatiFnshiG Nith 9Fth the 

Daterial NFrl; an; DaterialitP itsel=� -his relatiFnshiG	 in tLrn	 in=FrDs a reli>iFLs 

:FDDLnitPds Ger:eGtiFn F= the Daterial an; its en>a>eDent Nith the Daterial NFrl;	 

shaGin> its aGGrFa:h tF s:ien:e� CFnseHLentlP	 the ;is:LssiFn in this resear:h eOten;s 

9ePFn; the Daterial NFrl; as an F9Ae:t F= inHLirP tF en:FDGass the 9rFa;er :Fn:eGt F= 

DaterialitP itsel=�

�1

�cience

�lthFL>h " haMe alDFst alNaPs Lse; the NFr; as:ien:eb tF re=er tF natLral s:ien:es in this 

GrFAe:t	 " Ln;erstan; s:ien:e in a 9rFa; sense F= s:hFlarlP BnFNle;>e here	 Fr as it is 

;e=ine; 9P the  erDan NFr; (i>>en>cha1t	 in:lL;in> all ;is:iGlines en>a>e; in :reatin> 

sPsteDati: BnFNle;>e a9FLt the F9Ae:t F= their FNn stL;P� "n =a:t	 ;Lrin> DL:h F= histFrP	 

s:ien:e has 9een re>ar;e; as an Fr>anise; 9F;P F= BnFNle;>e��� �Fr this GrFAe:t	 as:ien:eb

is Ln;erstFF; siDilarlP tF hFN ,teMe !anssFn ;e=ines it� a,:ien:e in a 9rFa; sense seeBs 

BnFNle;>e a9FLt natLre �natLral s:ien:e�	 a9FLt FLrselMes �GsP:hFlF>P an; De;i:ine�	 

a9FLt FLr sF:ieties �sF:ial s:ien:e an; histFrP�	 a9FLt FLr GhPsi:al :FnstrL:tiFns 

�te:hnFlF>i:al s:ien:e�	 an; a9FLt FLr thFL>ht :FnstrL:tiFns �lin>Listi:s	 literarP stL;ies	 

DatheDati:s	 an; GhilFsFGhP��b	�

�FllFNin> it	 an; in line Nith seMeral Christian theFlF>ians an; natLral s:ientists	 " hFl; 

that theFlF>P	 Nith its ;istin:t DF;els	 tFFls an; DethF;s	 is a s:ien:e in its FNn ri>ht�	1

-his is 9e:aLse	 as -hFDas -Frran:e :Fnten;s	 althFL>h aNithin this NFrl; there are 

;i==erent :lasses F= thin>s Nith their Ge:Lliarities GrFMi;in> ;i==erent sL9Ae:t
Datter an; 

there=Fre reHLirin> ;i==erent 9ran:hes F= s:ien:e aGGrFGriate tF theD	 ea:h Nith its FNn 

s:FGe an; Nith its ;istin:tiMe :hara:teristi:s in DethF;	b	� theP alsF ahaMe :ertain 

=Ln;aDental Grin:iGles in :FDDFn	 =Fr all BnFNle;>e as BnFNle;>e has a :ertain strL:tLral 

=FrD in Fr;er tF 9e BnFNle;>e at all�b	� &FreFMer	 natLral s:ien:e an; Christian theFlF>P 

aare nFt tNF in;eGen;ent GrF:e;Lres 9Lt rather tNF DF;es F= Fne s:ienti=i: GrF:e;Lre 

Nhi:h ineMita9lP inMFlMes sFDe DeasLre F= a;aGtatiFn tF the Garti:Llar =iel; F= BnFNle;>e 

in HLestiFn�b	� -heP are tNF ;istin:t 9ran:hes F= BnFNle;>e	 sharin> :ertain siDilarities 

�
 Brooke and &um6ers, $cience and #eligion Around the (orld, 4.
�� Sven Ove Hansson, ‘Defining Pseudoscience and Science’, in !hilosophy of !seudoscience: #econsidering 

the �emarcation !roblem, ed. Pigliucci %assimo and %aarten Boudry (C<icago, IL: University of C<icago 
Press, 2013), 64.

�1Torrance, Theological $cience� Wolf<art Pannen6erg, Theology and the !hilosophy of $cience (London:
Darton, Longman � Todd, 19�6)� %cGrat<, �ature, vol. 1� %cGrat<, #eality, vol. 2� Alister �. %cGrat<, A 
$cientific Theology: Theory, vol. 3 (London: T�T Clark, 2006).

�� Torrance, Theological $cience, 10�.
�� Torrance, Theological $cience, 112.
�� Torrance, Theological $cience, 113.
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�
 Brooke and &um6ers, $cience and #eligion Around the (orld, 4.
�� Sven Ove Hansson, ‘Defining Pseudoscience and Science’, in !hilosophy of !seudoscience: #econsidering 

the �emarcation !roblem, ed. Pigliucci %assimo and %aarten Boudry (C<icago, IL: University of C<icago 
Press, 2013), 64.

�1Torrance, Theological $cience� Wolf<art Pannen6erg, Theology and the !hilosophy of $cience (London:
Darton, Longman � Todd, 19�6)� %cGrat<, �ature, vol. 1� %cGrat<, #eality, vol. 2� Alister �. %cGrat<, A 
$cientific Theology: Theory, vol. 3 (London: T�T Clark, 2006).

�� Torrance, Theological $cience, 10�.
�� Torrance, Theological $cience, 112.
�� Torrance, Theological $cience, 113.
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an; ;i==eren:es�	� -Frran:eds :lassi=i:atiFn has in=lLen:e; Fther Christian theFlF>ians an; 

s:ientists	 sL:h as �lister &: rath	 NhF haMe =Lrther eOGan;e; his thFL>ht�		

'either all GhilFsFGhers F= s:ien:e nFr all theFlF>ians a>ree Nith -Frran:eds Ln;erstan;in> 

F= theFlF>P as s:ien:e� "t is F=ten GFinte; FLt that Nhile s:ien:e stL;ies natLre	 the F9Ae:t 

F= theFlF>i:al inMesti>atiFn is sLGernatLral	 Nhi:h DaBes the tNF antitheti:al� 0hile this 

DaP DaBe the tNF ;is:iGlines ;istin:t	 it ;Fes nFt set theD a>ainst ea:h Fther� &Fst F= DP 

:FnMersatiFn Gartners ;F nFt :Fnsi;er as:ien:eb tF 9e ne:essarilP anti
DetaGhPsi:al an; 

their theFlF>i:al MieNs aanti
s:ienti=i:b� rather	 theP :Fnsi;er ;is:LssiFns a9FLt  F; 

:rL:ial tF the s:ien:e
reli>iFn ;ialF>Le� 

�e�igion

�s Nith the nFtiFn F= anatLreb an; as:ien:e	b GFstDF;ern an; GFst:FlFnial stL;ies haMe 

re:F>nise; that the terD areli>iFnb is a DF;ern :FnstrL:t tF :FDGrehen; the 0estern 

eOGerien:es F= the :LltLres F= �sia�	
 -F :Fn:eiMe F= areli>iFnb haMin> Fne :entral >F;	 

;F>Da Fr s:riGtLre is a >eneralisatiFn F= DF;ern an; lar>elP Christian Ln;erstan;in> F= 

reli>iFn�	� -his is DFst :learlP eMi;ent in the 0estern :FnstrL:tiFn F= !in;LisD	 as +i:har; 

$in> has GFinte; FLt that a Lni=ie; !in;LisD is a aDF;ern DPthb :reate; initiallP 9P 

(rientalists an; later 9FL>ht	 re=ine; an; eDGlFPe; 9P nineteenth
:entLrP "n;ian reli>iFLs 

thinBers =Fr MariFLs GLrGFses�	� "t is nFN realise; that ;e=inin> areli>iFnb as a neat :ate>FrP is 

elLsiMe� 

�i==erent aGGrFa:hes	 there=Fre	 haMe 9een taBen in the stL;P F= reli>iFn� )arti:LlarlP 

in=lLential is 'inian ,Dartds seMen ;iDensiFns F= reli>iFn	 Nhi:h in:lL;e ritLal	 narratiMe	 

�� In terms of similarities, Torrance Doints out t<at 6ot< are <uman inEuiries, 6ot< <ave <ig< regard for
o6>ectivity, 6ot< call into Euestion metaD<ysical assumDtions, recognise t<eir limitations, and struggle to
relate t<eir language to ordinary language. Torrance, 2�6–312.

�� %cGrat<, The Territories of Human #eason.
�� Said,  rientalism� King,  rientalism and #eligion.
�	 Harrison, K#eligionL and the #eligions� Wilfred Cantwell Smit<, The Meaning and �nd of #eligion: A �eB

Approach to the #eligious Traditions of Man6ind (&ew 1ork: %acmillan, 1963).
�
 King,  rientalism and #eligion� Gauri Viswanat<an, ‘Colonialism and t<e Construction of Hinduism’, in The

�lac6Bell Companion to Hinduism, ed. Gavin �lood (Oxford: Blackwell Pu6lis<ing, 2003), 23–44� Heinric< 
von Stietencron, ‘Hinduism: On t<e ProDer Use of a DeceDtive Term’, in Hinduism #econsidered, ed. 
Gunt<er D. Sont<eimer and Hermann Kulke (Del<i: %ano<ar, 19�9)� David &. LorenNen, ‘W<o Invented 
Hinduism�’, ComparatiAe $tudies in $ociety and History 41, no. 4 (Octo6er 1999): 4� "ulius LiDner, ‘On 
Hinduism and Hinduisms: T<e Way of t<e Banyan’, in The Hindu (orld, ed. Sus<il %ittal and G. *. 
T<urs6y (&ew 1ork, &1: *outledge, 2004), 9–34.

��

eOGeriential	 sF:ial	 ethi:al	 ;F:trinal an; Daterial ;iDensiFns
� "t is F=ten thFL>ht that Nhile 

ChristianitP has =reHLentlP stresse; ;F:trinal Datters	 Fther reli>iFns	 Garti:LlarlP �astern 

Fnes	 =F:Ls DL:h Fn the eOGeriential	 sF:ial an; Daterial ;iDensiFns F= reli>iFn� ,L:h an 

assLDGtiFn ;Fes nFt GaP attentiFn tF the lFn> histFrP F= eOGeriential	 sF:ial an; Daterial 

;iDensiFns F= ChristianitP itsel=� "t alsF =ails tF nFti:e the Ln;erlPin> LnitP 9etNeen these 

;iMerse ;iDensiFns an; that MariFLs 9elie=s an; ;F:trines GlaP a ;e:isiMe rFle in Daintainin> 

this LnitP� "n this sense	 ;i==erent ;iDensiFns F= reli>iFn NFrB as aentrP GFintsb tF =raDe a 

;is:LssiFn a9FLt =Ln;aDental HLestiFns sL:h as the natLre F= natLre�
1 �Lt ;F Fther 

interlF:LtFrs :FnsLlte; in this GrFAe:t alsF hFl; tF the :entral rFle F= 9elie=s� -his reDains a 

HLestiFn that is FGen tF inMesti>atiFn an; is Gart F= the ;ialF>Le 9etNeen ;i==erent 

:Fn:eGtiFns F= natLre :arrie; FLt in this resear:h�  
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�irstlP	 Nhile the resear:her�s GFsitiFnalitP DaBes this :Fntri9LtiFn MalLa9le	 it alsF sets 

seMeral liDitatiFns� -his is a resear:h :arrie; FLt 9P an "n;ian Dale stL;Pin> in a 0estern 

LniMersitP� -hen there is a HLestiFn F= DP GFsitiFnalitP as an "n;ian Christian� �=ter all	 

Nhat ;Fes Fne Dean 9P a"n;ian Christian MFi:eb� 0hF is its reGresentatiMe� "n;ian 

Christians :FDe =rFD �alit as Nell as :aste 9a:B>rFLn;s� Christians in DanP GF:Bets F= 

"n;ia share a tri9al i;entitP� 'Frth "n;ian Christians ;i==er in their li=e eOGerien:es	 an; 

DanP F= their :LltLral eOGressiFns are ;issiDilar =rFD thFse F= the Christians =rFD the 

,FLth an; 'Frth
�ast F= "n;ia� Can an in;iMi;Lal sGeaB =Fr an; reGresent all Christians 

=rFD a natiFn that is sF 9eaLti=LllP ;iMerse an; a =aith that is sF ;istin:tlP eOGresse; in 

;i==erent Garts F= this natiFn� -here=Fre	 " DLst DentiFn that " Lse the terD a"n;ian 

Christianb in a restri:tiMe NaP tF re=er tF 'Frth "n;ian Christians	 DFstlP thFse :FDin> 

=rFD lFN
:aste	 �alit an; tri9al 9a:B>rFLn;s	 Nith NhFD " haMe share; DFst F= DP li=e� 

�n; Pet	 nFt all 'Frth "n;ian Christians share DP eOGerien:e	 DFtiMatiFns an; asGiratiFns� 

" alsF ;F nFt sL>>est that MFi:es =rFD Fther :FnteOts F= "n;ia are anP less >enLine	 9Lt that 

DP MFi:e reDains aab MFi:e aDFn> DanP "n;ian Christian MFi:es�

�� &inian Smart, The (orldLs #eligions:  ld Traditions and Modern Transformations (Cam6ridge: Cam6ridge
University Press, 19�9).

�1 Toren and Tan, Humble Confidence, 29–30.
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reli>iFn ;ialF>Le� 
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�� In terms of similarities, Torrance Doints out t<at 6ot< are <uman inEuiries, 6ot< <ave <ig< regard for
o6>ectivity, 6ot< call into Euestion metaD<ysical assumDtions, recognise t<eir limitations, and struggle to
relate t<eir language to ordinary language. Torrance, 2�6–312.

�� %cGrat<, The Territories of Human #eason.
�� Said,  rientalism� King,  rientalism and #eligion.
�	 Harrison, K#eligionL and the #eligions� Wilfred Cantwell Smit<, The Meaning and �nd of #eligion: A �eB

Approach to the #eligious Traditions of Man6ind (&ew 1ork: %acmillan, 1963).
�
 King,  rientalism and #eligion� Gauri Viswanat<an, ‘Colonialism and t<e Construction of Hinduism’, in The

�lac6Bell Companion to Hinduism, ed. Gavin �lood (Oxford: Blackwell Pu6lis<ing, 2003), 23–44� Heinric< 
von Stietencron, ‘Hinduism: On t<e ProDer Use of a DeceDtive Term’, in Hinduism #econsidered, ed. 
Gunt<er D. Sont<eimer and Hermann Kulke (Del<i: %ano<ar, 19�9)� David &. LorenNen, ‘W<o Invented 
Hinduism�’, ComparatiAe $tudies in $ociety and History 41, no. 4 (Octo6er 1999): 4� "ulius LiDner, ‘On 
Hinduism and Hinduisms: T<e Way of t<e Banyan’, in The Hindu (orld, ed. Sus<il %ittal and G. *. 
T<urs6y (&ew 1ork, &1: *outledge, 2004), 9–34.
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��

!FNeMer	 en>a>in> Nith the Ni;er Fn>Fin> a:a;eDi: ;is:LssiFns	 9e it :Fn:ernin> 

interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le in the DLlti
reli>iFLs :FnteOt F= "n;ia Fr the li9eratiMe ;is:FLrses	

sa=e>Lar;s this resear:h =rFD 9e:FDin> an aLtF9iF>raGhP Fr a GLre a:a;eDi: :FnAe:tLre� 

,L:h an en>a>eDent alsF shFNs that there are siDilar eOGerien:es an; traits that Christians 

in DanP Garts F= "n;ia share� ,F	 9rFa;lP sGeaBin>	 the Ni;er "n;ian :FnteOt Nith reli>iFLs 

GlLralisD an; the eOGerien:e F= sF:iF
e:FnFDi: inALsti:e at its :entre	 =Ln:tiFns as a 

:rL:i9le in Nhi:h the sL9Ae:t F= the Daterial NFrl; is ;is:Lsse; in this resear:h� �rFD this 

Garti:Llar GFsitiFn	 " haMe en>a>e; Nith a Ni;e MarietP F= GFsitiFns in this resear:h� 

!FNeMer	 this alsF Deans that eMen Nhen " en>a>e Nith the 0estern MieNs F= natLre	 it is 

this "n;ian :FnteOt that 9e:FDes ;e:isiMe in the sele:tiFn F= 0estern MFi:es an; the theDes 

=Fr ;is:LssiFn� 

,e:Fn;lP	 althFL>h this GrFAe:t taBes the :FnteOt F= the �nthrFGF:ene seriFLslP	 it is nFt 

aiDe; tF GrFMi;e a Christian e:FlF>i:al theFlF>P� -he F9Ae:tiMe F= this resear:h is tF 

GrFMi;e a theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; in the :FnteOt F= s:ien:e� -here=Fre	 althFL>h 

enMirFnDental ;is:FLrses are :FnsLlte; tF 9Lil; a :ase a>ainst the a9erratiFns F= DF;ern 

s:ien:e	 the en>a>eDent reDains eOtraneFLs� ,iDilarlP	 althFL>h the =Ln;aDental HLestiFn 

F= the natLre F= natLre still has iDDense iDGli:atiFns =Fr Christian en>a>eDent in 

enMirFnDental :are	 a =Lll
=le;>e; ;is:LssiFn F= sL:h GFssi9ilities reDains FLtsi;e the 

GLrMieN F= this GrFAe:t� 

+202 S&$'�&'$� "� &�� S&'�*

-he GrFAe:t is tie; in a :FDGFsite strL:tLre�  �a:h :haGter is Gart F= the NhFle an; thLs 

9Lil;s LGFn the ar>LDents ;eMelFGe; in the Gre:e;in> :haGter an; lea;s tF the =FllFNin> 

:haGter� " haMe alsF GrFMi;e; a :Fn:ise sLDDarP F= the GreMiFLs :haGter in the intrF;L:tiFn 

F= eMerP :haGter sF that ea:h :haGter :an 9e rea; Fn its FNn� 

ChaGter -NF GrFMi;es an in
;eGth analPsis F= :FnteOtLal asGe:ts that :ast their sha;FN Fn 

the s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;is:FLrse in "n;ia	 Garti:LlarlP its :FlFnial histFrP an; 

:FnteDGFrarP GFstDF;ern	 GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes� !ere	 " :riti:allP en>a>e Nith the 

GFst:FlFnial ar>LDent	 >aL>in> its NeaBnesses an; GFtential :Fntri9LtiFn tF the s:ien:e 

an; reli>iFn ;is:LssiFn� -he ar>LDents ;eMelFGe; in this :haGter are there=Fre alsF :riti:al 

tF ;eMelFGin> DP FNn DethF;FlF>P�  

��

ChaGter -hree ;iMes intF the =irst ;is:FLrse Fn natLre	 naDelP the histFri:al eGisF;e F= 

interreli>iFLs aGFlF>eti:s 9etNeen sele:te; �;Maiti: an; DF;ern "n;ian Christian thinBers� 

-his :haGter aiDs tF eOGlFre hFN these interlF:LtFrs naMi>ate; GFNer 9FLn;aries in a 

:FlFnial :FnteOt an; =FLn; the DFtiMatiFn tF Deanin>=LllP en>a>e Nith Fne anFther Fn the 

sL9Ae:t F= the Daterial NFrl; at the :LsG F= DF;ern s:ien:e� 

ChaGter �FLr eOGlFres the theDe F= natLre in li9eratiMe ;is:FLrse	 DFre sGe:i=i:allP	 �alit 

re=le:tiFns in the :FnteOt F= sF:iF
e:FnFDi: Dar>inalisatiFn� -his :haGter analPses the 

;is:FLrse Fn natLre =rFD the GFsitiFn F= �alits	 NhF are :aL>ht LG 9etNeen the GFliti:s F= 

;eMelFGDent an; enMirFnDentalisD� -he F9Ae:tiMe here is tF DFMe 9ePFn; siDGlisti: 

stereFtPGes	 re:Fnsi;er the ;e9ates Nithin the :FnteOt F= �alit realities	 listen tF their MFi:e 

an; asGiratiFns	 an; sGell FLt the raDi=i:atiFns F= their re=le:tiFn =Fr the theFlF>P F= natLre 

in "n;ia an; 9ePFn;� 

ChaGter �iMe transitiFns tF inMesti>ate the -rinitarian ;is:FLrse Fn natLre	 Garti:LlarlP in 

the thFL>ht F= CFlin  LntFn�  iMen that the :FnteOt F= -rinitarian ;is:FLrse is ;istin:t in its 

FNn ri>ht	 " shFN its liDitatiFns 9Lt alsF eOGlFre GFtential allePs Nhere it :an =rLit=LllP 

Deet Nith the Fther tNF =Fre>Fin> ;is:FLrses�  

ChaGter ,iO ALOtaGFses the three ;is:FLrses analPse; in the Gre:e;in> :haGters =Fr 

:FDGaratiMe analPsis	 lea;in> tF the ;es:riGtiFn F= DaAFr =in;in>s� ,eMeral sets F= ;ialF>Le 

an; ;ialF>Le Gartners are i;enti=ie; Lsin> the DethF; F= trian>LlatiFn an; the GFssi9ilitP F= 

a ;ialF>Le Fn natLre Nithin ea:h trian>LlatiFn =rFD an "n;ian Christian GFsitiFn is 

iDa>ine;� -he :haGter alsF reeOaDines the :riti:al realist DethF;FlF>P in li>ht F= the 

=in;in>s an; eOGlFres its :Fntri9LtiFn tF the =FrDLlatiFns F= a theFlF>P F= natLre� 

ChaGter ,eMen atteDGts tF =FrDLlate a theFlF>P F= natLre =rFD an "n;ian Christian GFsitiFn 

that :an en>a>e in the ;iMerse sets F= ;ialF>Le eOGlFre; thrFL>h trian>LlatiFn in the 

GreMiFLs :haGter� "t alsF ar>Les =Fr the a;Manta>es F= inter:LltLral theFlF>i:al en>a>eDent 

:Fn:ernin> natLre� 

(Merall	 this resear:h is hFGe; tF enri:h the =iel; F= inter:LltLral theFlF>P 9P GrFMi;in> a 

;istin:t "n;ian Christian MFi:e Fn the natLre F= natLre an;	 9P the saDe tFBen	 Nill alsF 

9rFa;en an; ;eeGen the s:ien:e an; reli>iFn inter=a:e Fn a >lF9al :anMas�
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=in;in>s an; eOGlFres its :Fntri9LtiFn tF the =FrDLlatiFns F= a theFlF>P F= natLre� 

ChaGter ,eMen atteDGts tF =FrDLlate a theFlF>P F= natLre =rFD an "n;ian Christian GFsitiFn 

that :an en>a>e in the ;iMerse sets F= ;ialF>Le eOGlFre; thrFL>h trian>LlatiFn in the 

GreMiFLs :haGter� "t alsF ar>Les =Fr the a;Manta>es F= inter:LltLral theFlF>i:al en>a>eDent 

:Fn:ernin> natLre� 

(Merall	 this resear:h is hFGe; tF enri:h the =iel; F= inter:LltLral theFlF>P 9P GrFMi;in> a 

;istin:t "n;ian Christian MFi:e Fn the natLre F= natLre an;	 9P the saDe tFBen	 Nill alsF 

9rFa;en an; ;eeGen the s:ien:e an; reli>iFn inter=a:e Fn a >lF9al :anMas�
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a,:ien:e taBes nFthin> Fn trLst 9Lt aGGlies tF theD all the DethF;s F= inMesti>atiFn an; 

:riti:isD� " lFFB =FrNar; tF the >rFNth F= this s:ienti=i: sGirit in FLr :FLntrP tF li9eralise FLr 

intelle:t�b -hese Nere the NFr;s F= )ra=Ll Chan;ra +aP �1��1
1����	 a natiFnalist an; Nriter

F= %he �i>torD o1 �in/@ �he8i>trD in �n/ia	 in his Gresi;ential a;;ress at the "n;ian ,:ien:e 

CFn>ress hel; in 1��
�1 -heP e:hF the asGiratiFns F= +aAa +aDDFhan +FP �1���
1����	 

BnFNn as the =ather F= &F;ern "n;ia	 NhF reHLeste; %Fr; �Dherst nFt tF inMest in 

esta9lishin> a ,ansBrit seDinarP that he 9elieMe; NFLl; alFa; the Din;s F= PFLth Nith 

>raDDati:al ni:eties an; DetaGhPsi:al ;istin:tiFns F= little Fr nF Gra:ti:al Lse tF the 

GFssessFrs Fr tF the sF:ietP�b� "nstea;	 he a;MF:ate; =Fr a �LrFGean DF;el F= :Flle>e in

�n>lish that NFLl; aGrFDFte a DFre li9eral an; enli>htene; sPsteD F= instrL:tiFn	 eD9ra:in>

&atheDati:s	 'atLral )hilFsFGhP	 CheDistrP	 �natFDP	 Nith Fther Lse=Ll s:ien:es�b�

0hile the rea:tiFns F= +aP	 +FP an; Fthers DaP in;i:ate that the "n;ian re:eGtiFn F=

DF;ern s:ien:e Nas lar>elP GFsitiMe	 re:ent stL;ies ar>Le that =as:inatiFn Nith DF;ern

s:ien:e Nas at its GeaB ;Lrin> the earlP GeriF; F= its arriMal an; Nas DFstlP ;riMen 9P

"n;ian elites� -heP rather reMeal a :FDGleO s:ene Nith ;iMerse rea:tiFns tF DF;ern s:ien:e�

"n his in=FrDatiMe Gie:e	 �� /� ,L99araPaGGa :laiDs that "n;ian rea:tiFns tF DF;ern 

s:ien:e ran>e; =rFD in;i==eren:e tF a:tiMe :LltiMatiFn F= it��&F;ern "n;ian s:ientists F=ten 

;i==ere; Fn the rFle F= reli>iFn in s:ienti=i: Gra:ti:e� ,:ientists sL:h as C� /� +aDan �1���


1��
�	 &� '� ,aha �1���
1����	 an; ,� '� �Fse �1���
1���� Nere DFre intereste; in 

1 P. C. *ay, ‘Dawn of Science in %odern India’, in The $haping of Indian $cience: Indian $cience Congress
Association !residential Addresses: ���
���

, vol. 1 (Hydera6ad: Universities Press (India) Private 
Limited, 2003)� cited in Su6od< %a<anti, ‘A PersDective on Scientific TemDer in India’, �ournal of $cientific 
Temper 1 ("anuary 2013): �1.

� *a>a *ammo<un *oy, The �nglish (or6s of #a5a #ammohun #oy, ed. "ogendra C<under G<ose (Calcutta:
Srikanta *oy, 1901), 1:32�.

� *oy, �nglish (or6s, 1:32�.
� B. V. Su66arayaDDa, ‘Indic *eligions’, in $cience and #eligion Around the (orld, ed. *onald L. &um6ers and 

"o<n Hedley Brooke (&ew 1ork, &1: Oxford University Press, 2011), 200.
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-here=Fre	 in this :haGter	 " ela9Frate Fn the :Fntri9LtiFn F= GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes tF the 

=iel; F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn in "n;ia 9P eOGlFrin> the BeP tren;s that eDer>e	 analPsin> the 

:laiDs an; ar>LDents Da;e	 an; F==erin> sL>>estiFns that stren>then GFst:FlFnial analPsis 9P 

=illin> in the >aGs� -he aiD is tF a>et it FLt F= the NaPb 9P eOtensiMelP en>a>in> Nith it ri>ht 

at the 9e>innin> sF that	 althFL>h the in=lLen:e F= GFst:FlFnial analPsis Nill reDain 

thrFL>hFLt this resear:h	 it ;Fes nFt haMe tF reGetitiMelP en>a>e Nith the ar>LDents� -his 

shFLl; alsF helG Ls tF nFti:e the F9MiFLs =a:t that s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;is:LssiFns ;F nFt taBe 

Gla:e in a Ma:LLD 9Lt Ln=Fl; in a netNFrB F= :LltLral in=lLen:es an; GFNer ;PnaDi:s�  �t the 

saDe tiDe	 it shFLl; eHLiG Ls tF >aL>e the GFtential Fr ;raN9a:Bs F= the GFst:FlFnial DethF; 

=Fr s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le�
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�s DentiFne; a9FMe	 :FnteDGFrarP literatLre Fn s:ien:e an; reli>iFn in "n;ia ;raNs DL:h 

=rFD GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes� Central tF the GFst:FlFnial analPsis is the ar>LDent that 

DF;ern s:ien:e is a :FlFnial enterGrise	 an; as sL:h	 it has a streaB F= MiFlen:e inherent tF it� 

-his is then shFNn tF 9e the :ase thrFL>h histFri:al analPsis� 

.sin>  eFr>e �asallads F=t
:ite; an; eHLallP :ritiHLe; DF;el	1� GFst:FlFnial theFrists GFint

FLt that the traAe:tFrP F= DF;ern s:ien:e in :FlFnies	 sL:h as "n;ia	 is tFG
;FNn	 =rFD 

DetrFGFlis tF GeriGherP	 an; linBe; Nith ra:isD	 GFNer an; :FlFnial eOGansiFn� �asalla

nFti:e; that �LrFGean s:ien:e Nas ;i==Lse; an; transGlante; intF the :FlFnial sFil in three 

:hrFnFlF>i:al sta>es� "n sta>e Fne	 the nFn
�LrFGean	 nFn
s:ienti=i: sF:ieties NFrB lar>elP as 

a =iel; GrFMi;in> raN Daterial =Fr �LrFGean s:ien:e� -he se:Fn; sta>e	 :alle; a:FlFnial 

s:ien:eb	 saN the reGli:atiFn F= �LrFGean s:ien:e in :FlFnies thrFL>h the institLtiFnalisatiFn 

F= s:ienti=i: Gra:ti:e lar>elP le; 9P �LrFGean s:ientists� "n the thir; sta>e	 lF:al s:ientists 

atteDGte; tF :FnstrL:t an in;eGen;ent s:ienti=i: tra;itiFn	 Nhi:h neMertheless reDaine; 

hP9ri;ise;� )FNer ;PnaDi:s are F9serMe; at all three leMels F= the GrF:ess F= s:ienti=i: 

;i==LsiFn =rFD DetrFGFlis tF :FlFnP�  

1� George Basalla, ‘T<e SDread of Western Science’, $cience 1�6, no. 3��� (196�): 3���. Basalla’s model often
aDDears in Dostcolonial writings and is emDloyed for different DurDoses.

��

:LltiMatin> s:ien:e =Fr natiFnal ;eMelFGDent an; aGre=erre; tF Daintain silen:e Fn issLes F= 

reli>iFn�b (thers	 sL:h as ,riniMasa +aDanLAan �1���
1��
�	 attri9Lte; his DatheDati:al 

>eniLs tF reMelatiFn 9P a !in;L >F;;ess an; #� C� �Fse �1���
1����	 NhF resear:he; tF 

;ete:t the transDissiFn an; re:eGtiFn F= ele:trFDa>neti: NaMes in Glants	 Nas insGire; 9P 

the !in;L i;ea F= LnitP�� &F;ern !in;L lea;ers theDselMes eli:ite; ;iMerse resGFnses tF 

s:ienti=i: i;eas� -hLs	 Nhile /iMeBanan;a an; �LrF9in;F Nere sele:tiMe in the aGGli:atiFn 

F= eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP	 �aPanan;a ,arasNati an; �haBtiMe;anta )ra9hLGa;a Nere 

Garti:LlarlP ne>atiMe tFNar;s it�	

CFnteDGFrarP a:a;eDi: ;is:LssiFns Fn s:ien:e an; reli>iFn in "n;ia are ;eeGlP shaGe; 9P the 

=a:t that DF;ern s:ien:e arriMe; in "n;ia in the sha;FN F= :FlFnialisD� -here=Fre	 as seMeral 

stL;ies Fn s:ien:e an; reli>iFn GFint FLt	 the ;is:LssiFn :Fn:ernin> DF;ern s:ien:e Nas 

enDeshe; in lar>er ;e9ates a9FLt the in:LrsiFn F= 0estern i;eas intF "n;ia an; their iDGa:t 

Fn its tra;itiFnal NaPs F= li=e� �aMi;  Fslin>ds $cience an/ #eli2ion in �n/ia	 a GiFneerin> 

NFrB in the =iel;	 GFints FLt three resGFnses tF the intrF;L:tiFn F= 0estern i;eas	 in:lL;in> 

DF;ern s:ien:e	 in nineteenth
:entLrP "n;ia� -hese are� a�� -Ftal a9an;FnDent F= "n;ian 

9elie=s an; the a::eGtan:e F= 0estern i;eas� 9�� �;aGtin> an; stren>thenin> "n;ian tra;itiFns 

Nith i;eas 9FrrFNe; =rFD the 0est� an;	 :�� �tteDGtin> tF shFN that "n;ian thFL>ht 

:Fntaine; all eleDents reHLire; tF :FGe Nith the 0est 9Lt that these eleDents nee;e; tF 9e 

reasserte;�
 -hese resGFnses :FrresGFn; Nith $LlBarnids three rea:tiFns tF DF;ern s:ien:e	 

naDelP a�� .nHLali=ie; a::eGtan:e	 9�� *Lali=ie; a::eGtan:e� an; :�� *Lali=ie; reAe:tiFn�� �Fr 

$LlBarni	 DF;ern s:ien:e an; :FlFnialisD Nere linBe; sL:h that "n;ian resGFnses tF DF;ern 

s:ien:e Nere GrFGFrtiFnal tF the eOGerien:e F= :FlFnialitP itsel=��

-hese an; Fther sL:h :rL:ial insi>hts 9rFL>ht tF the =Fre 9P re:ent stL;ies Ln;er the in=lLen:e 

F= sF:ial :FnstrL:tiMe an; GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes :FntinLe tF shaGe :FnteDGFrarP s:ien:e 

an; reli>iFn ;is:FLrse in "n;ia� CFnteDGFrarP stL;ies Fn s:ien:e an; reli>iFn :annFt a==Fr; tF 

i>nFre their BeP ar>LDents an; si>ni=i:ant :Fntri9LtiFns tF the =iel; F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn� 

� Su66arayaDDa, ‘Indic *eligions’, 203	204. T<e Euote is from D. 203.
� Su66arayaDDa, ‘Indic *eligions’, 203–�� C. %ackenNie Brown, Hindu !erspectiAes on �Aolution: �arBin�

�harma and �esign (London: *outledge, 2012), 1��ff.
� David L Gosling, $cience and #eligion in India (Bangalore: C<ristian Institute for t<e Study of *eligion and

Society, 19�6), 3�ff.
	 S. G. Kulkarni, ‘P<ilosoD<y in Colonial India: T<e Science )uestion’, in !hilosophy in Colonial India, ed. 

S<arad Des<Dande (&ew Del<i: SDringer India, 201�), ��–66.

 Kulkarni also uses ot<er terms to descri6e t<e t<ree resDonses to colonialism, namely, a). A t<eory of total

su6>ugation� 6). A t<eory of cultural self� and c). A t<eory of revitalisation.
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� Su66arayaDDa, ‘Indic *eligions’, 203	204. T<e Euote is from D. 203.
� Su66arayaDDa, ‘Indic *eligions’, 203–�� C. %ackenNie Brown, Hindu !erspectiAes on �Aolution: �arBin�

�harma and �esign (London: *outledge, 2012), 1��ff.
� David L Gosling, $cience and #eligion in India (Bangalore: C<ristian Institute for t<e Study of *eligion and

Society, 19�6), 3�ff.
	 S. G. Kulkarni, ‘P<ilosoD<y in Colonial India: T<e Science )uestion’, in !hilosophy in Colonial India, ed. 

S<arad Des<Dande (&ew Del<i: SDringer India, 201�), ��–66.

 Kulkarni also uses ot<er terms to descri6e t<e t<ree resDonses to colonialism, namely, a). A t<eory of total

su6>ugation� 6). A t<eory of cultural self� and c). A t<eory of revitalisation.
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FGGressiMe	 9e:aLse it is essentiallP alien	 an FLtsi;er�1
 �Fr anFther	 the allF:atiFn F= DF;ern 

s:ien:e Nas sF DarBe; Nith ra:isD an; eOGlFitatiFn that s:ien:e an; te:hnFlF>P Nere athe 

tFFls F= iDGerialisD�b1� �s )ratiB ChaBra9arti nFtes	 a,:ien:e an; s:ienti=i: enterGrises haMe 

helGe; :FlFnial eOGansiFn	 eMen as sL:h eOGansiFn has stret:he; the 9FLn;aries F= s:ienti=i: 

BnFNle;>e�b1� �eeGaB $LDar =Lrther asserts that the :FlFnial s:ien:eds =li>ht in "n;ia 9e>ins 

Nith a9Lse� -hLs	

"n Fr;er tF le>itiDiQe their FNn rLle	 theP 4the :FlFnisers5 =irst ha; tF 
;ele>itiDiQe seMeral Gre
:FlFnial strL:tLres an; teOts� �Fr this	 the 
:Fn;eDnatiFn F= the iDDe;iate Gast Nas :Fnsi;ere; ne:essarP� "n;ians Nere 
;e:lare; Lns:ienti=i:	 sLGerstitiFLs an; resistant tF :han>e� "n;ia Nas 
i;enti=ie; Nith ;irt an; ;isease� -raMellers	 s:hFlars an; F==i:ials F= 9Fth the 
(rientalist an; �n>li:ist MarietP sL9s:ri9e; tF this MieN���

!e =Lrther nFtes	 a-hFL>h aGGrFGriatiFn F= NhateMer Nas =FLn; aLse=Llb in the natiMe 

reGertFire Nas a:tiMelP en:FLra>e;	 a sPn:reti: a::LltLratiFn =FrDe; nF Gart F= the :FlFnial 

a>en;a�b�1 'Ft FnlP Nere lF:al BnFNle;>e an; te:hnFlF>P ;ele>itiDise;	 9Lt the trans=er F= 

neN BnFNle;>e an; te:hnFlF>P Nas sele:tiMe� "n the sGirit F= ra:isD an; s:ienti=i: arrF>an:e	 

the :FlFnials :FnstantlP GFinte; the =in>er at the natiMesd sF:ial strL:tLre	 reli>iFn	 Fr la:B F= 

;esire tF :han>e Nhile the GrF9leD all alFn> laP Nith atrans=er De:hanisDs�b�� 0ith 

;is:riDinatiFn at eMerP sta>e	 Ln=air GFli:ies	 la:B F= =Ln;s	 an; :FntrFl FMer 9i> GrFAe:ts	 the 

:FlFnial aLthFrities	 Fn the Fne han;	 9lF:Be; the GrF:ess F= te:hnFlF>Pds trans=er an; 

hin;ere; the rise F= sel=
sLstaine; s:ien:e an; te:hnFlF>P in "n;ia� (n the Fther han;	 theP 

en:FLra>e; s:ien:e an; te:hnFlF>P that Nere :rL:ial tF :FlFnial eOGansiFn� �n>lish as the 

lan>La>e F= instrL:tiFn GlaPe; a DaAFr rFle in this sLGGressiFn� CertainlP	 there Nere e==Frts 

tF aGGre:iate an; aGGrFGriate the in;i>enFLs :LltLre	 9Lt eMen these alar>elP reDaine; 

strate>ies =Fr GenetratiFn an; :FntrFl�b�� �e:aLse te:hnFlF>P
eHLiGGe; "n;ians NFLl; Dean 

the ;eath F= +aA itsel=	 the trans=er F= BnFNle;>e Nas :FntriMe; an; sele:tiMe�  

-hir;	 it ar2@e> that coloniali>8 i> a contin@o@> ;roce>>� -his :FrresGFn;s tF the thir; sta>e 

F= �asallads DF;el	 Nherein the natiMe s:ientists atteDGt tF 9Lil; an in;eGen;ent s:ien:e 

1� &andy, $cience� Hegemony and 'iolence� Alvares, Homo Faber.
1	 Headrick, The Tools of �mpire: Technology and �uropean Imperialism in the �ineteenth Century.
1
 Pratik C<akra6arti, (estern $cience in Modern India: Metropolitan Methods� Colonial !ractices (Del<i:

Permanent Black, 2004), 11.
�� Kumar, $cience and the #a5� 229.
�1 Kumar, $cience and the #a5� 230.
�� Kumar, $cience and the #a5� 23�.
�� Kumar, $cience and the #a5� 230.

��

-he �LrFGean Fri>in F= DF;ern s:ien:e an; its trans=er tF DF;ern "n;ia	 =rFD a GFst:FlFnial 

GersGe:tiMe	 raises at least three F9Ae:tiFns�

�irst	 it a>>ert> a @ni<@e 8etro;oli>� �arlP histFriF>raGhers F= s:ien:e F=ten Gla:e; DF;ern 

s:ien:e as a LniHLe GhenFDenFn in histFrP that tra:e; its histFrP tF the  reeB iDGetLs that 

GrFMi;e; raN Daterials an; a =ertile >rFLn; =Fr it� "t >ra;LallP >reN tF GrFAe:t itsel= as the 

LniMersal Par;sti:B F= BnFNle;>e� ,L:h a tiDe an; sGa:e
9FLn; ;e=initiFn F= as:ien:eb =Fr 

GFst:FlFnialists is a DisnFDer that seeDs tF eMFBe a rather LniHLe enterGrise	 a ,:ienti=i: 

+eMFlLtiFn Fr �nli>htenDent	 that DarBs a 9reaB =rFD all Fther GreMiFLs aMenLes F= 

BnFNle;>e	11 an;	 there=Fre	 essentiallP treate; as a �LrF:entri: :laiD� -F tra:e s:ien:eds 

>enealF>P =rFD  ree:e tF DF;ern �LrFGe is tF es:heN s:ienti=i: DilestFnes set 9P Fther 

:iMiliQatiFns	 an; there=Fre	 a ate:hnFlF>i:al DFnisDb1� that is essentiallP aethnF:entri:�b1�

�s:ri9in> the sL::ess F= DF;ern s:ien:e tF its internal =eatLres	 in:lL;in> its LniHLe DethF;	 

Nith a ;is:Fnne:t =rFD :FlFnial eOGansiFn	 NFLl; liBeNise 9e aa tra>e;Pb an; a 

a;is:riDinatFrP eOer:ise that Dar>inalises s:ien:es F= Fther GeFGle	 their histFrP an; 

a:hieMeDents�b1� &FreFMer	 sL:h a �LrF:entri: MieN F= DF;ern s:ien:e F=ten taBes a 

rea:tiFnarP tLrn in re>iFns that Nere =FrDerlP :FlFnise;	 sL:h as ,FLth �sia� �s 

ChattFGa;hPaPa F9serMes a"t serMes the =Fr:es F= :FnserMatisD^	 Nhi:h in ;e=en:e F= 

sta>natiFn F= statLs HLF Gre=er tF :Lt F== �sian :LltLre =rFD the DainstreaD F= >lF9al 

s:ien:e�b1�

,e:Fn;	 it ;oint> to the ;attern> o1 ;oBer in the tran>1er o1 >cience 1ro8 the 8etro;oli> to the 

;eri;herD� �Fr Fne	 the trans=er F= DF;ern s:ien:e =rFD the DetrFGFlis tF the GeriGherP 

in;i:ates its =Frei>nness� "ts allF:atiFn tF the :FlFnP in:lL;es the trans=er an; iDGFsitiFn F= a 

Garti:Llar ratiFnalitP	 Nhi:h Nas F=ten MiFlentlP en=Fr:e; LGFn a GeFGle that eDGlFPe; 

aanFther reasFn�b1	 �Fr 'an;P an; �lMares	 DF;ern s:ien:e :an neMer 9e:FDe anP less 

11 Cf. %eera &anda, $cience in $affron: $6eptical �ssays on History of $cience (Gurgaon: T<ree �ssays 
Collective, 2016), 11. &anda considers mat<ematisation of nature, fact	finding exDeriments in addition to 
direct o6servation, develoDment of mec<anistic world Dicture and an uncommon aDDreciation of manual
work as features t<at marked t<e 6irt< of modern science.

1� Alvares, Homo Faber, xvi.
1� Susant<a. Goonatilake, Aborted �iscoAery: $cience and CreatiAity in the Third (orld (London: 2ed Books,

19�4), 22–2�.
1� Harding, Is $cience Multicultural�, 6.
1� De6iDrasad C<attoDad<yaya, History of $cience and Technology in Ancient India �� The �eginnings (Calcutta: 

�irma KL% Private Limited, 19�6), 46.
1� Gyan Prakas<, Another #eason: $cience and the Imagination of Modern India (Princeton, &": Princeton

University Press, 1999).
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.6/6. �o!&rib'&io!% o� �o%&�olo!ial �!aly%i%

-he GFst:FlFnial analPsis :Fntri9Ltes at least tNF insi>hts that are helG=Ll =Fr the ;is:LssiFn 

F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn� 

a� "t has GFliti:ise; the ,:ien:e an; +eli>iFn ;is:FLrse�

�aMi; %iMin>stFne :Fnsi;ers that =FLr ahPGFtheti:al iDGeratiMesb`GlLralise	 lF:alise	 

hP9ri;ise	 an; GFliti:ise`are reHLire; =Fr a =rLit=Ll s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le��� -he 

hPGFtheti:al iDGeratiMes are Deant tF stress the iDGFrtan:e F= sitLatin> anP s:ien:e an; 

reli>iFn ;ialF>Le in its iDDe;iate :FnteOt an; inMesti>atin> the :FnteOtLal =a:tFrs that shaGe 

it� )Fst:FlFnial literatLre has Da;e a si>ni=i:ant :Fntri9LtiFn in this re>ar;	 Garti:LlarlP in 

GFliti:isin> the s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le� 

,in:e their 9e>innin>	 sF:ial stL;ies F= s:ien:e =F:Lse; Fn an:hFrin> DF;ern s:ien:e in its 

sF:iF:LltLral lan;s:aGe Nhi:h HLi:BlP reMeale; the aGrFMin:ialisDb inherent in :Fn:eGtiFns 

F= as:ien:e	b areli>iFn	b an; the relatiFnshiG 9etNeen the tNF� "t is nFN a:BnFNle;>e; that 

the DF;ern :FnstrL:tiFn F= as:ien:eb as an F9Ae:tiMe	 MalLe
=ree	 LniMersal an;	 there=Fre	 the 

FnlP DethF; F= BnFNle;>e that F==ers :ertaintP Nas :arrie; FLt in FGGFsitiFn tF areli>iFnb	 

Garti:LlarlP ChristianitP	 Nhi:h Nas GrFAe:te; tF sPD9Flise eMerPthin> FGGFsite F= Nhat 

as:ien:eb stFF; =Fr� sL9Ae:tiMe	 sLGerstitiFLs an; =aith
9ase;� �tteDGts tF ;raN :lear
:Lt 

9FLn;aries 9etNeen s:ien:e an; ChristianitP Nere DFtiMate; 9P seMeral reasFns	 in:lL;in> 

GFliti:al��� CFntra;i:tFrP tF this GrFAe:tiFn	 it has nFN 9een GFinte; FLt that ChristianitP 

GlaPe; a Mital rFle in the ;eMelFGDent F= DF;ern s:ien:e��1 &FreFMer	 it has 9een 

:FnMin:in>lP ar>Le; that DF;ern s:ien:eds atteDGt tF LniMersalise nFtiFns sL:h as a:FDDFn 

senseb an; aratiFnalitPb tF esta9lish its sLGeriFritP as a DethF; F= BnFNle;>e Nas a:tLallP an 

eOtraGFlatiFn F= lF:al :LltLral :Fn:eGts���  �s sL:h	 as:ien:eb is a Gart F= the lar>er :LltLral 

sGa:e an;	 there=Fre	 a GFliti:ise; sGhere�

�
 David &. Livingstone, ‘W<ic< Science, W<ose *eligion�: A Discussion of Key Issues in Science and
*eligion’, in $cience and #eligion Around the (orld, ed. "o<n Hedley Brooke and *onald L. &um6ers (&ew
1ork, &1: Oxford University Press, 2011), 2�2ff.

�� Harrison, ‘YScienceZ and Y*eligionZ’.
�1 Hooykaas, #eligion and the #ise of Modern $cience� Stanley L. "aki, ‘C<ristology and t<e Birt< of %odern

Science’, The Asbury �ournal 4�, no. 2 (1990): 2� Peter Harrison, The �ible� !rotestantism� and the #ise of 
�atural $cience (Cam6ridge: Cam6ridge University Press, 199�)� "aki, $aAior of $cience.

�� Clifford GeertN, �ocal �noBledge: Further �ssays In InterpretiAe Anthropology, in �asic �oo6s (&ew 1ork,
&1: Basic Books, 2000), �3–93� %cGrat<, The Territories of Human #eason, 19–49.

�1

a>ainst the he>eDFnP F= :FlFnial Fr 0estern s:ien:e� -he DetrFGFlis
GeriGherP DF;el asserts 

that eMen a=ter :FlFnialisD has en;e;	 the DetrFGFlis :FntinLes its :FntrFl thrFL>h seMeral 

Deans� �Fr instan:e	 the institLtiFns 9Lilt in =FrDer :FlFnies :arrP the :FlFnial le>a:P an; 

stan;ar;s that sti=le natiMe :reatiMitP� &FreFMer	 this le>a:P is esGFLse; 9P an LGNar;lP 

DF9ile Di;;le :lass in =FrDer :FlFnies that :FnstantlP aGes an; FGts =Fr 0estern s:ien:e an; 

te:hnFlF>P FMer lF:al GrF;L:ts� -he Ni;e GrF;L:tiFn an; :FnsLDGtiFn F= 0estern 

te:hnFlF>i:al GrF;L:ts are F=ten sLstaine; 9P ;rainin> resFLr:es an; la9FLr =rFD the aLn;er


;eMelFGe;b natiFns	 Nhi:h NFLl; Dean a;e
;eMelFGDent F= the Mast DaAFritP F= the 

GeFGlesb�� an; a a:FntinLatiFn F= :FlFnialisD 9P Fther Deans�b�� �shis 'an;P ar>Les that the 

DF;ern institLtiFn F= the natiFn
state is a tFFl F= :FntinLFLs :FlFnialisD� �s a :FlFnial 

institLtiFn	 it has 9e:FDe an LnDat:he; allP an; 9ene=a:tFr in sLstainin> :FlFnial s:ien:e� "t

thriMes 9P >ra99in> lan;s	 :learin> =Frests	 tLrnin> the :FLrse F= riMers	 Glantin> neN 

=a:tFries	 an; :reatin> nL:lear NeaGFns	 all in the naDe F= s:ien:e	 GrF>ress an; 

;eMelFGDent� 0ith the natiFn
state as its GatrFn	 DF;ern s:ien:e has 9een enthrFne; as the 

neN a>F;
Bin>b that has Lshere; in a neN era F= ainstitLtiFnaliQe; MiFlen:eb�	 a>ainst the 

DFst Dar>inalise; _ the GFFr	 the NFDen an; the enMirFnDent��


*1+1 �n �n!%ir) int� ��st��l�nial �nal)sis

�es:ri9in> the i>nFran:e F= the sF:ial histFrP F= s:ien:e	 #FseGh 'ee;haD Fn:e laDente;	 

a&Fst histFrians haMe 9een GreGare; tF see s:ien:e haMin> an in=lLen:e Fn sF:ietP	 9Lt nFt tF 

a;Dit that sF:ietP in=lLen:e; s:ien:e�b�� -he Mast aDFLnt F= literatLre :hLrne; FLt sin:e then	 

in:lL;in> the re:ent GFst:FlFnial literatLre	 has Gai; sL==i:ient attentiFn tF 'ee;haDds 

:FDGlaint an; GFsitiMelP :Fntri9Lte; tF the ;is:iGline� CFnsi;erin> its iDGa:t Fn the 

:FnteDGFrarP s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le an; its iDGli:atiFns =Fr this GrFAe:t	 it is :rL:ial 

tF eMalLate the :Fntri9LtiFns an; ;raN9a:Bs F= the GFst:FlFnial analPsis� 

�� Harding, Is $cience Multicultural�, �.
�� Harding, Is $cience Multicultural�, 3�.
�� &andy, $cience� Hegemony and 'iolence, �.
�� Vandana S<iva, $taying AliAe: (omen� �cology� and $urAiAal in India (&ew Del<i: Kali for Women, 19��).
�	 )uoted in De6iDrasad C<attoDad<yaya, ‘Introduction’, in $tudies in the History of $cience in India, ed. 

De6iDrasad C<attoDad<yaya (&ew Del<i: �ditorial �nterDrises, n.d.), 1: xxi.
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��

.6/6. �o!&rib'&io!% o� �o%&�olo!ial �!aly%i%
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it� )Fst:FlFnial literatLre has Da;e a si>ni=i:ant :Fntri9LtiFn in this re>ar;	 Garti:LlarlP in 
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�
 David &. Livingstone, ‘W<ic< Science, W<ose *eligion�: A Discussion of Key Issues in Science and
*eligion’, in $cience and #eligion Around the (orld, ed. "o<n Hedley Brooke and *onald L. &um6ers (&ew
1ork, &1: Oxford University Press, 2011), 2�2ff.

�� Harrison, ‘YScienceZ and Y*eligionZ’.
�1 Hooykaas, #eligion and the #ise of Modern $cience� Stanley L. "aki, ‘C<ristology and t<e Birt< of %odern

Science’, The Asbury �ournal 4�, no. 2 (1990): 2� Peter Harrison, The �ible� !rotestantism� and the #ise of 
�atural $cience (Cam6ridge: Cam6ridge University Press, 199�)� "aki, $aAior of $cience.

�� Clifford GeertN, �ocal �noBledge: Further �ssays In InterpretiAe Anthropology, in �asic �oo6s (&ew 1ork,
&1: Basic Books, 2000), �3–93� %cGrat<, The Territories of Human #eason, 19–49.

�1
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:FnteDGFrarP s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le an; its iDGli:atiFns =Fr this GrFAe:t	 it is :rL:ial 

tF eMalLate the :Fntri9LtiFns an; ;raN9a:Bs F= the GFst:FlFnial analPsis�  

�� Harding, Is $cience Multicultural�, �.
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De6iDrasad C<attoDad<yaya (&ew Del<i: �ditorial �nterDrises, n.d.), 1: xxi.
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��

GriFritise;� -he sear:h =Fr alternatiMe s:ien:es	 there=Fre	 is a Gart F= the ;e:FlFnisin> 

a>en;a���

-he GFst:FlFnial :all tF ;F aNaP Nith Ln;erstan;in> F= s:ien:e as a LniHLe ;eMelFGDent in 

an; 9P the DetrFGFlis 9rFa;ens the s:FGe F= ;is:LssiFn tF in:lL;e the s:ien:es F= Fther 

GeFGle	 esGe:iallP an:ient :iMilisatiFns sL:h as "n;ia an; China� -his GFst:FlFnial insi>ht has 

GrFMi;e; iDGetLs tF a streaD F= literatLre in "n;ia that =F:Lses Fn inMesti>atin> an; reMisin> 

the histFrP F= Gre
:FlFnial s:ien:e in "n;ia	 sL:h as the =iel;s F= DatheDati:s	 DetallLr>P	 

astrFnFDP	 De;i:ine an; al:heDP an; is GFGLlate; 9P 9Fth natiMe an; 0estern histFrians an; 

s:ientists aliBe��1  -his streaD F= literatLre 9e>an :FnteDGFraneFLslP Nith the ;eMelFGDent 

F= the sF:iFlF>P F= s:ien:e in the 0est an; Nas Garti:LlarlP in=lLen:e; 9P #FseGh 'ee;haDds

DFnLDental NFrB Fn the histFrP F= s:ien:e in China� �lthFL>h DL:h F= the literatLre in this 

streaD eDer>e; 9e=Fre the ;eMelFGDent F= GFst:FlFnial theFrP	 Nith the arriMal F= 

GFstDF;ern an; GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes	 it has =FLn; neN interest�

-he GlLralisatiFn F= as:ien:eb an; areli>iFnb Ln;er the GFstDF;ern an; GFst:FlFnial tLrn has 

alsF le; tF the eDer>en:e F= a neN streaD F= literatLre that =F:Lses Fn Fr:hestratin> a 

:FnMersatiFn 9etNeen natLral s:ien:es an; Nhat has :FDe tF 9e BnFNn as a"n;i:b reli>iFns	

as in FGGFsitiFn tF a�9rahaDi:b reli>iFns� "t is ar>Le; that the a"n;i:b reli>iFns haMe a 

LniHLe aGGrFa:h tF s:ien:e an; that the a�9rahaDi:b reli>iFns haMe Ln=airlP Gla:e; theD 

Ln;er the rL9ri: F= the 'eN �>e =Fr =ar tFF lFn>��� -he =F:Ls here is F=ten Fn relatin> 

Garti:Llar s:ienti=i: insi>hts =rFD =iel;s sL:h as HLantLD De:hani:s Fr :Fns:iFLsness stL;ies 

an; relatin> theD Nith !in;L reli>iFLs 9elie=s sL:h as the LnitP F= the LniMerse��� -he 

literatLre in this streaD F=ten stret:hes tF 9Fth a:a;eDi: an; GFGLlar =iel;s an; lar>elP GFsits 

"n;ian�!in;L s:ien:e as the FGGFsite :FLnterGart F= 0estern s:ien:e that :he:Bs all the 9FOes 

that the latter has Disse; ;Le tF its reli>iFLs 9a>>a>e�

�� S<iv Visvanat<an, ‘Alternative Science’, Theory� Culture � $ociety 23, nos 2–3 (2006): 2–3� As<is &andy,
AlternatiAe $ciences: CreatiAity and Authenticity in TBo Indian $cientists (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
199�)� Alvares, Homo Faber.

�1 Bose, Sen, and Su66arayaDDa, $cience in India� C<attoDad<yaya, $cience and $ociety in Ancient India� 
Bas<am, ‘T<e Practice of %edicine in Ancient and %edieval India’� Seal, The !ositiAe $ciences of the 
Ancient Hindus� George G<everg<ese "oseD<, The Crest of the !eacoc6: �on��uropean #oots of
Mathematics (Princeton, &": Princeton University Press, 2010).

�� T<e literature sDanning t<ree religionsXHinduism, Budd<ism and "ainism is vast and cannot 6e Drovided 
extensively <ere. Literature related to Hinduism and science will 6e referred to t<roug<out t<e study.

�� Amit Goswami, ‘P<ysics wit<in &ondual Consciousness’, !hilosophy �ast and (est �1, no. 4 (2001): 4.

��

)Fst:FlFnial analPsis has eOGan;e; these insi>hts =rFD the sF:iFlF>P F= s:ien:e tF ar>Le that 

the traAe:tFrP F= DF;ern s:ien:e :annFt 9e ;is:Fnne:te; =rFD GFNer ineHLalities eOistin> in 

the lar>er sF:ietP� �P 9rin>in> in the GFNer ;PnaDi:s	 GFst:FlFnial analPsis asBs nFt DerelP 

Nhi:h s:ien:e is Ln;er ;is:LssiFn 9Lt aNhFseb s:ien:e it is	 hFN it is ;i==Lse;	 an; Nhat 

DFtiMatiFns sGLr it� -hLs	 as +Fnal; 'LD9er GFints FLt	 a >Ll= alNaPs eOiste; 9etNeen the 

s:ien:e F= aeOGertsb an; F= alaPGersFnsb� !e :alls this >aG the aGLlGitb an; aGeNb

GersGe:tiMes Fn s:ien:e an; >Fes Fn tF eOGlFre Nhat he :alls the histFrP F= aMLl>arb s:ien:e���

�e9iGrasa; ChattFGa;hPaPa	 liBeNise	 shFNs that the DanLal la9FLrersd Ln;erstan;in> F= 

as:ien:eb steDs =rFD Marie>ate; Gra:ti:es F= sBill an; is ;i==erent =rFD the rather restri:tiMe 

as:ien:e F= the aristF:rats�b�� (thers	 thrFL>h ethnF>raGhi: resear:h	 haMe shFNn that the 

Gra:ti:e F= s:ien:e in "n;ia is F=ten a histFrP F= Dale s:ien:e�� Fr �rahDini: s:ien:e��	  ,in:e 

eMerP s:ien:e is sFDeFneds s:ien:e	 it is alNaPs staine; Nith DarBs F= GFNer� 

�rFD a Christian GFint F= MieN	 in eOGFsin> GFNer DFtiMes	 GFst:FlFnialisD has ;ia>nFse; 

Nhat Christian theFlF>P :alls asinb an; its GerDeatiFn thrFL>h ;i==erent laPers F= hLDan 

relatiFnshiGs	 sPsteDs an; strL:tLres F= hierar:hP� "t has eOGFse; the MLlnera9ilitP F= s:ien:e 

tF hLDan ;eGraMitP an; a9Lse� 0ith the saDe strFBe	 it :hallen>es thFse NhF =Fr GFNer >ra9

raise s:ien:e tF the GFsitiFn F= a a>F;
Bin>	b tF Lse the Ghrase F= 'an;P��
 -he :laiDs F= 

:ertaintP	 F9Ae:tiMitP an; 9ein> a saMiFLr F= hLDanBin; F=ten as:ri9e; tF s:ien:e	 =Fr a 

Christian	 9elFn> FnlP tF  F;���

-� "t F==ers GFssi9ilities =Fr =resh :FnMersatiFns Fn s:ien:e an; reli>iFn�

�P :laiDin> that the histFrP F= DF;ern s:ien:e i> the histFrP F= iDGerialisD	�� GFst:FlFnial 

s:hFlars nFt FnlP eOGFse the �LrF
:entri: 9iases in the histFrP F= DF;ern s:ien:e 9Lt alsF	 =Fr 

the saDe reasFn	 ;eDan; that the sear:h =Fr alternatiMe an; natiMe NaPs F= stL;Pin> natLre 9e 

�� *onald L. &um6ers, $cience and Christianity in !ulpit and !eB (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 200�).
�� C<attoDad<yaya, History of $cience and Technology, 102–�� Bose, Sen, and Su66arayaDDa, $cience in India, 

4�4–��.
�� Sur, ‘DisDersed *adiance�.
�� T<omas, ‘Bra<mins as Scientists’.
�� &andy, $cience� Hegemony and 'iolence, �.
�	 Lesslie &ew6igin, Truth and Authority in Modernity (Pennsylvania, PA: Trinity Press International, 1996), 1–

�.
�
 *oy %acLeod, ‘On Visiting t<e’%oving %etroDolis’: *eflections on t<e Arc<itecture of ImDerial Science.’, 

Historical #ecords of Australian $cience �, no. 3 (19�0): 3.
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s:ientists aliBe��1  -his streaD F= literatLre 9e>an :FnteDGFraneFLslP Nith the ;eMelFGDent 
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tF hLDan ;eGraMitP an; a9Lse� 0ith the saDe strFBe	 it :hallen>es thFse NhF =Fr GFNer >ra9

raise s:ien:e tF the GFsitiFn F= a a>F;
Bin>	b tF Lse the Ghrase F= 'an;P��
 -he :laiDs F= 

:ertaintP	 F9Ae:tiMitP an; 9ein> a saMiFLr F= hLDanBin; F=ten as:ri9e; tF s:ien:e	 =Fr a 

Christian	 9elFn> FnlP tF  F;���

-� "t F==ers GFssi9ilities =Fr =resh :FnMersatiFns Fn s:ien:e an; reli>iFn�

�P :laiDin> that the histFrP F= DF;ern s:ien:e i> the histFrP F= iDGerialisD	�� GFst:FlFnial 

s:hFlars nFt FnlP eOGFse the �LrF
:entri: 9iases in the histFrP F= DF;ern s:ien:e 9Lt alsF	 =Fr 

the saDe reasFn	 ;eDan; that the sear:h =Fr alternatiMe an; natiMe NaPs F= stL;Pin> natLre 9e 

�� *onald L. &um6ers, $cience and Christianity in !ulpit and !eB (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 200�).
�� C<attoDad<yaya, History of $cience and Technology, 102–�� Bose, Sen, and Su66arayaDDa, $cience in India, 

4�4–��.
�� Sur, ‘DisDersed *adiance�.
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�� &andy, $cience� Hegemony and 'iolence, �.
�	 Lesslie &ew6igin, Truth and Authority in Modernity (Pennsylvania, PA: Trinity Press International, 1996), 1–
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�
 *oy %acLeod, ‘On Visiting t<e’%oving %etroDolis’: *eflections on t<e Arc<itecture of ImDerial Science.’, 

Historical #ecords of Australian $cience �, no. 3 (19�0): 3.
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��

� �istorica� �n estigation 

� histFri:al inMesti>atiFn is sGe:i=i:allP intereste; in analPsin> the GFst:FlFnial :laiD that the 

traAe:tFrP F= DF;ern s:ien:e in "n;ia is DarBe; 9P a9Lse an; eOGlFitatiFn� 

-F 9e>in Nith	 a>ainst the GFst:FlFnial :laiD	 re:ent histFri:al NFrBs haMe GFinte; FLt that 

;esGite the GFNer relatiFns	 9Fth the :FlFnise; an; :FlFnisers :F
:reate; a GFFl F= BnFNle;>e 

LniHLe tF the :FlFnial sitLatiFn an;	 in DanP instan:es	 9ene=i:ial tF 9Fth the DetrFGFlis an; 

the GeriGherP� C� �� �aPlP	 =Fr instan:e	 ar>Les that the relatiFnshiG 9etNeen :FlFnisers an; 

the natiMe in=FrDants Nas that F= a:FDGleOitPb	 an; their ;eGen;en:e LGFn ea:h Fther Nas 

sL:h that the BnFNle;>e that Nas >enerate; Nas :rL:ial nFt ALst tF the Ln;erstan;in> F= the 

natiMe 9Lt tF the =FrDatiFn F= the �ritish i;entitP an; DF;ernitP itsel=��� "n Fther NFr;s	 

DF;ernitP Nas nFt a Fne
NaP street 9Lt :F
:reate;� $aGil +aA	 liBeNise	 eDGhasises the rFle 

F= natiMe in=FrDants Fr a>F
9etNeensb�� in intelli>en:e >atherin>�  Pan )raBash ar>Les that 

DF;ern s:ien:e in "n;ia Nas a hP9ri; =FrD F= BnFNle;>e��	

"n his #elocatin2 �o/ern $cience	 +aA =F:Lses Fn the sLrMePs F= "n;ia :arrie; FLt Ln;er the 

:FlFnial a;DinistratiFn an; the institLtiFns =FLn;e; Ln;er theD tF sL>>est that athe 

:FnstrL:tiFn an; sGrea; F= s:ienti=i: BnFNle;>e 4Nas5 thrFL>h re:iGrF:al	 al-eit a>D88etric	 

GrF:esses F= :ir:LlatiFn an; ne>FtiatiFn�b�
 +aA a:BnFNle;>es the ainherent asPDDetrPb in 

the :ir:LlaritP F= BnFNle;>e 9Lt GFints FLt that the ain;i>enFLs a:tFrs GlaPe; a ;eterDinant 

rFle in the DaBin> an; sGrea; F= BnFNle;>eb�� an; thLs Nere nFt GassiMe a>ents F= the 

GFst:FlFnial narratiMe� -F HLFte hiD at len>th	

^;esGite the asPDDetri:al relatiFnshiG 9etNeen :FlFniQers an; :FlFniQe;	 the 
instrLDents	 GrF:e;Lres	 sGe:i=i: hLDan >estLres	 sBills	 BnFNle;>e �9Fth 
eOGli:it an; ta:it�	 sF:ial Gra:ti:es	 learnin> GrF:esses	 an; sF Fn`in shFrt	 all 
that :FnstitLtes s:ienti=i: a:tiMitP`ha; tF 9e lF:allP ne>Ftiate;� -he resLlt Nas 
ne:essarilP a hP9ri; :LltLre	 siDilar tF the Fne that eDer>e; in �ritain an;`

�� C<ristoD<er Alan Bayly, �mpire and Information: Intelligence �athering and $ocial Communication in India�
�
��J��
� (Cam6ridge: Cam6ridge University Press, 1996).

�� Simon Sc<affer, The �ro6ered (orld: �o��etBeens and �lobal Intelligence �

����	�, in &ppsala $tudies in 
History of $cience, ed. KaDil *a> and "ames Del6ourgo Simon Sc<affer, Lisa *o6erts (Sagamore Beac<,
%A: Science History Pu6lications, 2009).

�� Prakas<, Another #eason.
�� KaDil *a>, #elocating Modern $cience: Circulation and the Construction of �noBledge in $outh Asia and 

�urope� ��������� (HamDs<ire: Palgrave %acmillan, 200�), 13. �mD<asis mine.
�	 *a>, #elocating Modern $cience, 230.

��

-here is a >rFNin> :FllLsiFn 9etNeen the tNF streaDs F= literatLre`the Fne that inMesti>ates 

the histFrP F= s:ien:e in "n;ia an; the Fther that inter=a:es s:ien:e Nith a"n;i:b reli>iFLs 

9elie=s`DaBin> the 9FLn;arP 9etNeen the tNF rather GFrFLs� +eMisiFnist histFriF>raGhies 

Lsin> GFst:FlFnial theFrP	 =Fr instan:e	 eOGlFre the reli>iFLs GersGe:tiMes F= "n;ian s:ientists 

FGeratin> in the Gre
:FlFnial Fr :FlFnial DilieL� (n the Fther han;	 literatLre Nritten =rFD 

reli>iFLs GersGe:tiMes DaP Lse reMisiFnist NFrBs tF esta9lish that "n;i: reli>iFns in;ee; haMe 

a LniHLe an; DFre aDi:a9le Ln;erstan;in> F= relatin> Nith natLre an; s:ien:e than the Fne 

a;Man:e; 9P the �9rahaDi: reli>iFns� 

0hateMer the :ase	 GFstDF;ern an; GFst:FlFnial ;eMelFGDents haMe Da;e it GFssi9le tF 

HLestiFn an; sLsGen; GreMiFLslP hel; :LltLral an; reli>iFLs assLDGtiFns an; initiate a =resh 

;ialF>Le Fn s:ien:e an; reli>iFn� "n this neN sGa:e	 it is GFssi9le tF Gla:e ;i==erent NaPs F= 

:Fn:eiMin> natLre si;e 9P si;e NithFLt Gres:ri9in> GriFritP tF anP Fne F= theD�  

�rFD an "n;ian Christian GersGe:tiMe	 it is eHLallP Lr>ent tF eOGlFit this neN sGa:e tF en>a>e 

Nith the s:ien:e an; reli>iFn inter=a:e� (n the Fne han;	 these ;eMelFGDents F==er an 

FGGFrtLnitP =Fr "n;ian Christians liMin> in the sha;FN F= 0estern :LltLral ChristianitP tF 

rethinB the s:ien:e an; reli>iFn inter=a:e =rFD their LniHLe :LltLral herita>e� (n the Fther 

han;	 "n;ian Christians >raGGle Nith hFN tF sensi9lP relate tF the Ni;esGrea; nFstal>ia =Fr 

"n;iads Gre
DF;ern tiDes Nhen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn are :laiDe; tF haMe eOiste; in LnitP� "n 

Fther NFr;s	 theP :an neither liMe Nith the statLs HLF set 9P 0estern assLDGtiFns an; 

=raDeNFrBs nFr :an theP a==Fr; tF 9e in=atLate; Nith :LltLral rFDanti:isD�

!FNeMer	 =Lrther inMesti>atiFn intF the a;eHLa:P F= the GFstDF;ern an; GFst:FlFnial 

aGGrFa:hes tF s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le is essential 9e=Fre these aMenLes are =LllP 

eOGlFite;�  

.6/6/6 �ri&i�al 	!(�%&iga&io! i!&o &h� �o%&�olo!ial �!aly%i%

"n the =FllFNin> se:tiFn	 " Nill eOGlFre three ;i==erent aGGrFa:hes tF eOaDinin> GFst:FlFnial 

analPses� �a:h aGGrFa:h Nill aGGlP sGe:i=i: :riteria tF assess GFst:FlFnial :laiDs� .ltiDatelP	 

" aiD tF ;eDFnstrate that ;esGite its nLDerFLs :Fntri9LtiFns	 the :Fn:erns i;enti=ie; thrFL>h 

this inMesti>atiFn hi>hli>ht the liDitatiFns F= the aGGli:a9ilitP F= GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes in 

the =iel; F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn�
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��

esta9lish theDselMes as the neN in;i>enFLs elite	 Nith a :lear i;entitP as 
interDe;iaries^ 9etNeen the �LrFGean an; in;i>enFLs GFGLlatiFns���

�Lrther	 DanP DF;ern "n;ian thinBers	 sL:h as &ahen;ra %al ,ir:ar�� an; )� C� +aP�	 sFL>ht 

0estern s:ien:e tF Niel; it =Fr the :aLse F= =Fr>in> natiFnal i;entitP� ,:ien:e	 =Fr theD	 

GrFMi;e; an FGGFrtLnitP tF :ast a MisiFn =Fr a ;i==erent =LtLre��
  

-he eO:iteDent a9FLt s:ien:e Nas eMi;ent in the esta9lishDent F= s:ienti=i: institLtes an; the 

;i==LsiFn F= s:ienti=i: i;eas in the GL9li: sGhere thrFL>h neNsGaGers an; AFLrnals	 in Nhi:h 

"n;ians theDselMes enthLsiasti:allP Garti:iGate;��� �::Fr;in> tF ,aD9it &alli:B	 !in;L

CFlle>e �1�1��	 �elhi CFlle>e �1����	 �li>arh ,:ienti=i: ,F:ietP �1����	 �ihar ,:ienti=i:

,F:ietP �1����	 an; the "n;ian �ssF:iatiFn =Fr the CLltiMatiFn F= ,:ien:e �1���� Nere sFDe

F= the institLtes esta9lishe; Nith the aiD F= anFt DerelP GFGLlariQin> 9Lt alsF ;eDF:ratiQin>

s:ienti=i: BnFNle;>e in "n;ia 9P :reatin> FGGFrtLnities =Fr "n;ians tF GLrsLe s:ien:e

e;L:atiFn�b��

)Fst:FlFnial theFrists ri>htlP assert that the ;isseDinatiFn F= s:ienti=i: BnFNle;>e Nas 

:Fnstraine; ;Le tF the aGGrehensiFn that it NFLl; resLlt in the ;eath F= +aA	 Nhi:h 

sL9seHLentlP transGire;� 'Fnetheless	 theP FDit the a::FLnts F= "n;ian a>en:ies a:tiMe in 

a;Man:in> the GrFGa>atiFn F= s:ien:e� "n =a:t	 "n;ians aea>erlP sFL>ht a=ter DF;ern 

s:ien:eb	� tF :FLnter the LnALst :FlFnial GFli:ies that hin;ere; the sGrea; F= s:ien:e an; the 

eDGlFPa9ilitP F= s:ienti=i: ratiFnalitP =Fr the eDan:iGatiFn F= "n;ians� .ltiDatelP	 the 

�� *a>, #elocating Modern $cience 164	16�. Munshis and banias refer to t<e <ig<er 6usiness classes <ere. T<e
word bhadralo6 refers to t<e grouD of DeoDle from t<ese various classes w<o 6ecame esta6lis<ed as
mediators and, t<us, 6eneficiaries of t<e Britis< rule.

�� Pratik C<akra6orty, ‘Science, %orality, and &ationalism: T<e %ultifaceted Pro>ect of %a<endra Lal Sircar’, 
$tudies in History 1�, no. 2 (2001): 2� "o<n Bosco Lourdusamy, ‘T<e Indian Association for t<e Cultivation 
of Science: A Tortuous Tryst wit< %odern Science’, �ournal of $cience �ducation and Technology 12, no. 4 
(2003).

�� D<ruv *aina, Images and ConteCts: The Historiography of $cience and Modernity in India (&ew Del<i:
Oxford University Press, 2010), �2–�4.

�� S<ruti KaDila, ‘T<e �nc<antment of Science in India’, I$I$ 101, no. 1 (2010): 1.
�	 ". V. &arlikar, The $cientific �dge: The Indian $cientist from 'edic to Modern Times (Gurgaon: Penguin Books

India, 2003), 192� S. Irfan Ha6i6 and D<ruv *aina, ‘T<e Introduction of Scientific *ationality into India: A
Study of %aster *amc<andraeUrdu "ournalist, %at<ematician and �ducationalist’, Annals of $cience 46,
no. 6 (&ovem6er 19�9): 6.

�
 Sam6it %allick, ‘DemocratiNing Scientific Knowledge t<roug< Building Scientific Institutions in &ineteent<
Century India: T<e Sociology of Science PersDective’, Current $cience 90, no. � (ADril 2006): 1140–41.

�� %allick, ‘DemocratiNing Scientific Knowledge’, 1140.

��

Di>ht Fne a;;� `eMerPNhere else in the NFrl;� this is ALst Nhat :hara:teriQes 
the Gra:ti:e F= s:ien:e���

+aA =Lrther :Fnten;s that the transitiFn F= BnFNle;>e is alNaPs in=lLen:e; 9P lF:al tra;itiFns 
an; ;PnaDi:s an;	 there=Fre	 9P natLre	 is iDGFssi9le tF iDGFse� 

"n;ee;	 it is nFt thrFL>h ;e;L:tiFn =rFD >ran; i;eFlF>i:al GFsitiFns 9Lt rather 
=rFD DLltiGlPin> stL;ies F= Gra:ti:es an; their :ir:LlatiFn in sGe:i=i: :FnteOts	 
an; :Fnne:tin> theD a:rFss :FnteOts	 that a :learer Gi:tLre F= the 9rFa;er 
histFrP an; ;PnaDi:s F= DF;ern s:ien:e Nill eDer>e���

0hat Nas in:lL;e; in the trans=er F= s:ien:e then Nas a a:FDGleO GrF:ess F= 

a::FDDF;atiFn an; ne>FtiatiFn�b�1 -F Gla:e 0estern s:ien:e a>ainst in;i>enFLs s:ien:e 

in the GFst:FlFnial ;is:FLrse	 =Fr hiD	 ;is:FLnts athe :FDGleO GrF:ess F= ne>FtiatiFn	 

:FntestatiFn	 :FFGtatiFn an; resistan:e at NFrB�b��

"n this :FDGleO GrF:ess F= ne>FtiatiFns	 the natiMes theDselMes ;i; nFt ALst rea:t tF the aGGeal 

an; aLthFritP F= DF;ern s:ien:e 9Lt a:tiMelP eDGlFPe; it tF Daintain their sF:ial GFsitiFn in 

the neNlP eDer>in> sF:ial realities� �ar =rFD 9ein> the Mi:tiDs F= :FlFnial s:ien:e	 the 

Gre=eren:e F= �en>ali elites =Fr DF;ern s:ien:e FMer tra;itiFnal BnFNle;>e Nas Gart F= a 

strate>P tF :lin> tF sF:iF
GFliti:al GFNer aDi;st the neN GFNer ;PnaDi: eDer>in> in the 

:FlFnial sitLatiFn� $aGil +aA taBes the :ase F= the !in;L CFlle>e F= Cal:Ltta	 Nhi:h 9e>an tF 

=Ln:tiFn in 1�1� Ln;er the =inan:ial 9lessin>s F= the �en>ali !in;L elite� -he :Flle>e Nas 

athe =irst F= its Bin; FLtsi;e �LrFGe an; 'Frth �Deri:a	 an; serMe; as a DF;el =Fr the 

sL9seHLent :reatiFn F= s:hFFls an; :Flle>es elseNhere in the ,L9:Fntinent�b��

+aA nFtes	

�ar =rFD 9ein> =Fr:i9lP thrLst LGFn theD	 hFNeMer	 c�LrFGeand learnin> Nas 
a:tiMelP sFL>ht 9P a se:tiFn F= the in;i>enFLs GFGLlatiFn F= �en>al^� "n;ee;	 
DanP F= the Den assF:iate; Nith the !in;L :Flle>e Nere	 Fr Nere ;es:en;ants 
F=	 DLnshis	 9anias	 Fr Fther interDe;iaries =Fr in;iMi;Lal �LrFGeans� Fr else 
Nere =Ln:tiFnaries in the :FlFnial a;DinistratiFn^� "n settin> LG the !in;L 
CFlle>e^	 this Lr9an elite Nas trPin> tF =aDiliariQe itsel= Nith �ritish 
BnFNle;>e Gra:ti:es^� -his Nas :learlP Gart F= the 9ha;ralFBds strate>P tF 
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�


intrF;L:es a rLGtLre in the histFrP F= DF;ern s:ien:e	 re:reatin> an a(riental ta9Lla rasa�b	�

-his	 as F=ten is the :ase	 allFNs natiMe histFrians =ree han; tF :reate a rFsP Gi:tLre F= thriMin> 

Gre
:FlFnial s:ienti=i: a:tiMities	 Nhi:h the :FlFnial rLle sL;;enlP halte;	 sti=le; an; =inallP 

LGrFFte;� -F a;;	 Nith reMisiFnist histFriF>raGhies taBin> GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes	 the NhFle 

HLestiFn F= GFNer in Gre
:FlFnial s:ienti=i: tra;itiFns :FDGletelP ;isaGGears� 0ith its 

eO:lLsiMe =F:Ls Fn 0estern :FlFnialisD	 GFst:FlFnialisD FMerlFFBs all anFn
Nestern =FrDs F= 

iDGerialisD	b
� -hLs	 the siDGlisti: iDa>e F= a sL;;en histFri:al rLGtLre =its neither the 

:FDGleOitP F= Gre
:FlFnial BnFNle;>e tra;itiFns nFr the traAe:tFrP F= :FlFnial s:ien:e�
1

0Frse	 9P sLGGressin> Fther eOGressiFns F= :FlFnial eOGerien:es	 GFst:FlFnialisD has 9e:FDe 

the neN :FlFniser� 'Fr9ert )ea9F;P	 a histFrian F= Gre:FlFnial "n;ia	 GLts it sL::in:tlP Nhen 

he :alls ne>le:t F= natiMe MFi:es in GFst:FlFnial "n;ian literatLre a a:riti:al analPti:al 

;istFrtiFn	b Nhi:h NFLl; 9rin> the GFst:FlFnial s:hFlarshiG a:lFser tF sL::ess Nhere 

:FlFnialisD itsel= trie; an; =aile;� that is	 in sLGGressin> natiMe a>en:P�b
� -he literatLre Fn 

the traAe:tFrP F= DF;ern s:ien:e is nF eO:eGtiFn� -hLs	 #hanMi )halBeP	 haMin> F9serMe; the 

he>eDFnP F= GFst:FlFnialisD FMer the interse:tiFn F= s:ien:e an; histFrP in "n;ian a:a;eDia	 

retFrts	 a"n the GLrsLit F= i;eFlF>i:al eOGlanatiFn	 histFries F= s:ien:e in "n;ia ;eGart =rFD the 

GreF::LGatiFn Nith Di:rFhistFrP^ 4tF a5 :ertain Bin; F= Da:rFhistFri:al eOGlanatiFnb an; 

eMerP stL;ent F= histFrP ais eOGe:te; tF elL:i;ate the :FlFnial Fr the GFst:FlFnial :Fn;itiFn�b
�

-hese ;eli9eratiFns in;i:ate that the GFst:FlFnial analPsis F= the histFrP F= DF;ern s:ien:e in 

"n;ia has seMeral >aGs that nee; tF 9e a;;resse; 9e=Fre the aGGrFa:h is a::eGte; NhFlesale�  

Conte!t�a� �n estigation

-he :FnteOtLal inMesti>atiFn here is Deant tF analPse the :FnseHLen:es F= GFst:FlFnial 

aGGrFa:hes Fn "n;ia�s lar>er lan;s:aGe an; eMalLate their LtilitP in this :FnteOt� 

-he GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:h tF s:ien:e	 9P en:FLra>in> natiFnalisti: histFriF>raGhies	 has 

serMe; the saDe =Fr:es F= :FnserMatisD that it aiDe; tF ;e=eat in the =irst Gla:e� -he neN 

�
 Vinot< *amac<andra, $ubAerting �lobal Myths: Theology and the !ublic Issues $haping  ur (orld (Downers 
Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 200�), 2�4.
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�� "a<navi P<alkey, ‘Introduction (�ocus: Science, History and %odern India)’, Isis 104, no. 2 (2013): 330–36.

��

;eDF:ratisatiFn F= BnFNle;>e thrFL>h these institLtes a9e>an tF F::Lr nFt 9e:aLse F= the

:FlFnial >FMernDent 9Lt in sGite F= the :FlFnial >FMernDent�b	1

-F a;;	 the ,eraDGFre CFlle>e	 =FLn;e; 9P 0illiaD CareP	 0illiaD 0ar; an; #FshLa 

&arshDan	 ;i; nFt eMen Gres:ri9e tF the DetrFGFlis
GeriGherP DF;el� "t Nas rather 

thFrFL>hlP inter:LltLral	 tea:hin> ,ansBrit astrFnFDi:al tra;itiFns si;e 9P si;e Nith 

CFGerni:an DF;els�	�

-hese alternatiMe histFries hi>hli>ht seMeral Fther =a:tFrs that Nere :rL:ial =Fr the a::eGtan:e	 

reAe:tiFn Fr DF;i=i:atiFn F= DF;ern s:ien:e 9P the in;i>enFLs a>en:P	 in:lL;in> the aGrFDise 

F= GFtential :areer in the eDer>in> GrF=essiFn F= s:ien:e	b	� atra;itiFnal :FDGLlsiFns an; 

GFliti:al Mi:issitL;e	b	� aLtilitarian reHLireDents an; Gra>Dati: :Fnsi;eratiFns	b	� an; 

theFlF>i:al :Fn:eGts sL:h as !in;L FtherNFrl;liness an; as:eti:isD�		

-hese stL;ies in;i:ate that the histFrP F= :FlFnial s:ien:e	 9Fth >enerallP an; Garti:LlarlP in 

"n;ia	 is nFt hFDF>enFLs 9Lt :FDGleO an; Marie>ate;� !FNeMer	 9P assLDin> a DFnFlithi: 

traAe:tFrP F= DF;ern s:ien:e	 GFst:FlFnial literatLre nFt FnlP :ir:LDMents the =a:t that the 

eOGerien:es F= s:ien:e an; :FlFnialitP are :LltLrallP lF:ate; an; there=Fre ;issiDilar 9Lt alsF 

FMerlFFBs the ;iMersitP F= rea:tiFns Nithin a sin>le Mast :FlFnP	 sL:h as "n;ia� -his is =Lrther 

eMi;ent in the =a:t that the GFst:FlFnial literatLre in "n;ia has lar>elP eO:lL;e; MFi:es that 

haMe a ;i==erent Ln;erstan;in> F= GFst:FlFnialitP itsel=�	
 -F a;;	 it alsF ;Fes nFt GaP attentiFn 

tF the rFle :FlFnies liBe "n;ia GlaPe; in the =FrDatiFn F= the :LltLre F= the DetrFGFlis an;	 

thLs	 F= DF;ernitP itsel=�	� CFnteDGFrarP GFst:FlFnial literatLre ten;s tF >eneralise a 

Garti:Llar :FlFnial eOGerien:e	 ;isre>ar;in> alternatiMe narratiMes that :FLl; GrFMi;e a DFre 

:FDGrehensiMe ;es:riGtiFn F= BnFNle;>e :ir:LlatiFn in DF;ern "n;ia� "nstea;	 9P i>nFrin> a 

hFst F= =a:tFrs that are Gart F= anP inter:LltLral en:FLnter	 the GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:h 
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-F a;;	 the ,eraDGFre CFlle>e	 =FLn;e; 9P 0illiaD CareP	 0illiaD 0ar; an; #FshLa 

&arshDan	 ;i; nFt eMen Gres:ri9e tF the DetrFGFlis
GeriGherP DF;el� "t Nas rather 
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��

DinFritP 9ashin>� -hLs	 s:ien:e is nF less a tFFl F= eOGlFitatiFn in the han;s F= natiFnalisti: 

histFrians an; GFliti:ians than it Nas =Fr their :FlFnial :FLnterGarts� 

"n;ian )Fst:FlFnialists :ertainlP ;istan:e theDselMes =rFD FMertlP natiFnalisti: 

histFriF>raGhies F= !in;LtMa i;eFlF>Les	 9Lt theP still :Fnsi;er theD DerelP area:tiFnarPb tF 

:FlFnial GFNer GFliti:s� !FNeMer	 as &eera 'an;a F9serMes	 "n;iads GFst:FlFnial an; 

!in;LtMa allian:e is har; tF i>nFre an; NFLl; GrFMe :FstlP i= ;isre>ar;e;� ,he =in;s at least 

three GFints Nhere their ar>LDents a:FnMer>e alDFst eOa:tlP�b
�

�irstlP	 the /ecoloni>ation ar>LDent� 'an;a saPs that the :lariFn :all F= 9Fth GFst:FlFnialists 

an; !in;LtMa histFrians is the saDe� tF ;e:FlFnise the "n;ian Din; 9P rethinBin> GrF>ress	 

s:ien:e an; ;eMelFGDent =rFD Nithin "n;iads FNn histFries an; tra;itiFns� !in;LtMa thinBers 

eDGlFP the GFst:FlFnial :Fn:eGts F= aeGisteDi: MiFlen:eb an; :all =Fr Ln;erstan;in> lF:al Fr 

alternatiMe s:ien:es thrFL>h their FNn :ate>Fries an; in their FNn ri>ht� -his F=ten Deans that 

s:ien:e in "n;ia shFLl; 9e stL;ie; thrFL>h a!in;Lb :ate>Fries�  iMen the LnitP F= their 

F9Ae:tiMe	 GFst:FlFnialists an; !in;L histFriF>raGhers alsF eDGlFP the saDe sPD9Fls =rFD 

"n;iads Gast� -hLs	 =Fr instan:e	  an;hi is inMFBe; 9P 9Fth GFst:FlFnialists an; !in;LtMa 

histFrians =Fr Gre:iselP the saDe F9Ae:tiMe F= ;e:FlFnisin> s:ien:e� 

,e:Fn;lP	 the re/@ctioni>8 ar>LDent� )Fst:FlFnial Mili=i:atiFn F= ;LalitP an; re;L:tiFnisti:

aGGrFa:h as eOGlFitatiMe is eDGlFPe; Ni;elP 9P !in;LtMa thinBers� "n seMeral !in;LtMa 

Nritin>s	 re;L:tiFnisD is attri9Lte; tF ,eDiti: =aiths that seGarate Datter =rFD :Fns:iFLsness� 

"n :Fntrast	 it is ar>Le; that !in;LisD has alNaPs 9een ahFlisti:b an; there=Fre GrFMi;es DFre 

NhFlesFDe an; GrF;L:tiMe	 Pet less eOGlFitatiMe an; a=eDinistb s:ien:e� 'an;a sLsGe:ts a 

>rFss DisLn;erstan;in> an; eOtraGFlatiFn F= the re;L:tiFnist aGGrFa:h eDGlFPe; in s:ien:e� 

,he is FLtri>ht Nhen she saPs	 

&Fst F= the :laiDs F= >reater e:FlF>i:al an; =eDinist sensitiMitP in the !in;L 
Gra:ti:e F= treatin> all natLre as a sa:re; an; inter:Fnne:te; NhFle tLrn FLt tF 
9e eDGiri:allP =alse� "n =a:t	 HLite F=ten the =aith in the ;iMine GFNers F= sFDe 
riMers an; Glants serMes as an eO:Lse nFt tF :are =Fr theD a;eHLatelP	 Gre:iselP 
9e:aLse theP are :Fnsi;ere; tF share  F;ds Dira:LlFLs GFNers tF re:FMer an; 
staP GLre� �Fr all the =alsehFF;s an; F9s:LrantisDs	 the :laiDs F= !in;L �Fr 
�astern	 DFre 9rFa;lP� hFlisD thriMe in the a:a;eDia 9e:aLse F= the ra;i:al 

�	 %eera &anda, ‘Postmodernism, Hindu &ationalism and 4Vedic Science’, Part II’, 16 "anuary 2004,
<ttDs:��frontline.t<e<indu.com�t<e	nation�article302206��.ece.

�1

histFriF>raGhies Nritten in the :FlFnies tF :FLnter the LniHLeness F= the DetrFGFlis =rFD the 

9e>innin> =a:e; the LGhill tasB F= eO:aMatin> s:ien:e =rFD its an:ient sFLr:es� &anP an:ient 

De;i:al treatises sL:h as �hara6a $aZhitV an/ $@Tr@ta $aZhitVan; s:ienti=i: learnin>s	 sL:h 

as $XrDa $i//hVntain "n;ia are Nritten in an:ient lan>La>es an;	 there=Fre	 ina::essi9le tF 

nFn
eOGerts� �Fr GeFGle =a:in> DFre Lr>ent issLes F= GFMertP	 illitera:P an; :FrrLGtiFn in 

their DLn;ane liMes	 stL;Pin> an:ient lan>La>es tF ;e:iGher hi;;en >eDs F= s:ien:e is neither 

Gra:ti:al nFr a==Fr;a9le� &Fst iDGFrtantlP	 an:ient treatises haMe their FNn ;istin:t :LltLral 

:FnteOt� +ea;in> DF;ern s:ien:e intF it Fr ;e;L:in> s:ienti=i: i;eas =rFD it is neMer 

a::FDGlishe; NithFLt GrFAe:tin> tF;aPds :LltLral nee;s� +esLrre:tin> a natiFnal histFrP F= 

s:ien:e	 there=Fre	 as 3aheer �a9er saPs	 is alNaPs an aLnansNera9le HLestiFn F= cNhat Di>ht 

haMe 9een�db
�  

-here=Fre	 the :LltLral ;istan:e 9etNeen DF;ern an; Gre
DF;ern BnFNle;>e is =ille; Nith 

:FnstrL:tiMe histFries F= :Fnstant DPth
DaBin> =Fr GFliti:al GLrGFses�
� -he GFst:FlFnial

:ritiHLe F= 0estern DF;ernitP has GrFMi;e; a =ertile >rFLn; tF reMise the histFrP F= s:ien:e in 

"n;ia	 9Lt the sGa:e is F=ten F::LGie; 9P a>en;a
;riMen histFriF>raGhies that :FnstantlP 

:asti>ate reli>iFLs DinFrities	 Garti:LlarlP thFse F= a�9rahaDi: reli>iFnsb
	 as FLtsi;ers an; 

aliens	 resGFnsi9le =Fr the ;isrLGtiFn F= "n;ian s:ienti=i: tra;itiFns� -he reMiMal F= "n;ian 

s:ien:e	 there=Fre	 9e:FDes a resLr>en:e F= !in;L Fr /e;i: s:ien:e

 an; Mi:e Mersa� (n:e 

s:ien:e is Ne;;e; tF reli>iFLs natiFnalisD	 it GrFMi;es a re:iGe =Fr DaAFritarian GFliti:s an; 

�� Ba6er, ‘ColoniNing &ature’, 41.
�� Banu Su6ramaniam, ‘Arc<aic %odernities: Science, Secularism, and *eligion in %odern India’, $ocial TeCt

1�, no. 3 (2000): 3� %eera &anda, ‘Postmodernism, Hindu &ationalism, and YVedic ScienceZ’, in $cientific 
'alues and CiAic 'irtues (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 200�), 220–36� &anda, $cience in $affron, 93ff.

�� T<e category of ‘A6ra<amic religions’ was emDloyed to create Dositive interreligious relations 6etween 
"udaism, Islam and C<ristianity. It <as made its way into contemDorary science and religion discourse. See,
David L. Gosling, $cience and the Indian Tradition: (hen �instein Met Tagore, (London� &ew 1ork:
*outledge, 200�), 149� Varadara>a V *aman, Indic 'isions: In an Age of $cience (&ew 1ork, &1: %etanexus 
Institute, 2011), 90� "o<n Hedley Brooke and *onald L. &um6ers, ‘Into All t<e World: �xDanding t<e 
History of Science and *eligion 6eyond t<e A6ra<amic �ait<s’, Almagest �, no. 2 (201�): 9–26� "o<n 
Polking<orne, �elief in �od in an Age of $cience (&ew Haven, CT: 1ale University Press, 199�), xiii.� �or 
t<e Dro6lematics of using t<is generalised category, see Adam Dodds, ‘T<e A6ra<amic �ait<s� Continuity
and Discontinuity in C<ristian and Islamic Doctrine’, �Aangelical "uarterly: An International #eAieB of
�ible and Theology �1, no. 3 (2009): 230–�3� Samuel L Boyd, ‘"udaism, C<ristianity, and Islam: T<e 
Pro6lem of YA6ra<amic *eligionsZ and t<e Possi6ilities of ComDarison’, #eligion Compass 13, no. 10 
(2019): e12339 %oreover, in t<e Indian context, it is often used to contrast t<e A6ra<amic religions against
t<e �d<armic� or �Indic� ones, w<erein t<e former are often considered less scientific and ecologically more 
exDloitative t<an t<e latter.

�� Arvind S<arma, ‘On Hindu, Hindustcn, Hinduism and Hindutva’, �umen 49, no. 1 (2002): 1.
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��

hFl; tF anti
�LrF:entrisD� -hLs	 9P BeeGin> the ;is:LssiFn tie; tF the �LrFGean DetrFGFlis	 

GFst:FlFnialisD GerGetLates the �LrF:entrisD it :laiDs tF ;e=P�

-his a9Lse F= GFst:FlFnial theFrP has :FnseHLen:es =Fr "n;ian Christians	 as ChristianitP 

itsel= is alsF MieNe; thrFL>h the lens F= :FlFnialitP� �Fr GFst:FlFnial thinBers an; !in;LtMa 

reMisiFnists	 tF :ritiHLe �LrFGe is tF :ritiHLe ChristianitP an; Mi:e Mersa� -his iDa>e is 

rein=Fr:e; 9P 0estern a:a;eDia	 Nhi:h	 in its GFst:FlFnial Qest	 F=ten GFrtraPs the 0est as 

sPnFnPDFLs Nith ChristianitP an; "n;ia as sPnFnPDFLs Nith !in;LisD� -hLs	 Nhen �ri: 

�FrDan :harts the state F= the ,FLth �sian ,:ien:e an; +eli>iFn �is:FLrse	 he Lses the 

NFr;s !in;L	 ,FLth �sian an; "n;ian inter:han>ea9lP� 0hile he a;Dits this tF 9e

GrF9leDati:	 the GrF9leD lies in the =a:t that he tFF =its !in;LisD intF neat :ate>Fries F= 

s:ien:e	 GhilFsFGhP an; reli>iFn that are 0estern�Christian��� 0hat is nFt realise; is that the 

essentialisatiFn F= 9inaries sL:h as that F= 0estern�Christian an; "n;ian�,FLth �sian�!in;L is 

a :FntinLatiFn F= the DF;ern ten;en:P tF >eneralise an; LniMersalise	 an; that sL:h iDa>es 

hin;er ;istin:t "n;ian Christian MFi:es =rFD staBin> their :laiD in the s:ien:e an; reli>iFn 

;is:FLrse�  

Phi�oso�hica� �n estigation

)hilFsFGhi:al inMesti>atiFn Garti:LlarlP asBs i= GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes ;F ALsti:e tF the NaP 

DF;ern s:ien:e itsel= =Ln:tiFns�  

�P lF:atin> all ;is:LssiFns a9FLt s:ien:e in the GFNer >ri;	 GFst:FlFnialisD DaBes s:ien:e sF 

Dallea9le tF the DFtiMes F= GFNer that the ;is:FLrse Fn s:ien:e eMentLallP 9e:FDes the 

;is:FLrse F= GFNer� ,in:e s:ien:e inMFlMes a hLDan sL9Ae:t	 it Nill :ertainlP alNaPs reDain a 

hLDan an;	 there=Fre	 a sF:iallP eD9F;ie; en;eaMFLr`in that its DethF;s	 tFFls	 HLestiFns	 

an; :FnseHLen:es are :FnteOtLallP shaGe; an;	 there=Fre	 eD9rFile; in GFNer en:FLnters� �Lt 

is s:ien:e nFthin> DFre than a sF:ial :FnstrL:t an; a tFFl F= GFNer� 

)Fst:FlFnial analPsis eOGli:ates the rFle F= hLDan a>ents an; their GFNer
;riMen attitL;es	 

9Lt it F=ten :FDes at the :Fst F= i>nFrin> the rFle F= natLre	 the MerP F9Ae:t F= s:ienti=i: 

eOGlFratiFn� �re FLr interGretatiFns F= natLre nFthin> 9Lt FLr FNn :FnstrL:tiFns resLltin> 

	� Dorman, ‘Hinduism and Science’, 613–14.

��

a:a;eDi:sd FNn DistaBen an; FMer9lFNn :ritiHLe F= the re;L:tiFnist 
DethF;FlF>P F= s:ien:e�
�

-hir;lP	 the >D88etrD ar>LDent� -his is the :laiD that sin:e ratiFnalitP	 :Fheren:e an; Fther 

sL:h :Fn:eGts are sF:ial :FnstrL:ts	 aDF;ern s:ien:e^ FL>ht tF 9e treate; csPDDetri:allPd

Nith Fther NaPs F= BnFNin>�b -his has set the :anFn F= !in;LtMa literatLre Fn s:ien:e tF lFse 

Nith 

Lna9ashe; an; 9Fl; ;e=en:e F= /e;i: DPsti:isD as a le>itiDate s:ienti=i: 
DethF; Nithin the /e;i:
!in;L DetaGhPsi:al assLDGtiFns	 as ratiFnal an; 
eDGiri:allP a;eHLate as the 9est F= DF;ern s:ien:e	 an; as ;eserMin> F= the 
statLs F= LniMersal F9Ae:tiMe BnFNle;>e as the :FnMentiFnallP a::eGte; 
theFries F= Datter an; 9iFlF>i:al eMFlLtiFn���

�::Fr;in> tF 'an;a	 ;Le tF these three GFints F= :FnMer>en:e	 a!in;LtMa i;eFlF>Les see 

theDselMes as Gart an; Gar:el F= GFst:FlFnial stL;ies�b�1

(ne DaP =in; 'an;ads :ritiHLe F= GFst:FlFnialisD sFDeNhat eOtraMa>ant an; =alla:iFLs� "t is 

MLlnera9le tF the =alla:P F= :FDGFsitiFn _ the a9Lse F= theFrP ;Fes nFt iDGlP that theFrP is 

intrinsi:allP a9LsiMe� "n =a:t	 GFst:FlFnialisD itsel= has resFLr:es tF >Lar; it a>ainst this 

a9Lse	 Nhi:h 'an;a :FLl; haMe Lse;	 sL:h as its :Fn:eGt F= interse:tiFnalitP _ the nFtiFn that 

Fne GFssesses DLltiGle i;entities an; that Nhile Fne DaP share the i;entitP F= a sL9altern in 

Fne :FnteOt	 in anFther :FnteOt	 the saDe GersFn :an 9elFn> tF the GriMile>e; >rFLG� -his 

NFLl; Dean that tF 9e trLlP GFst:FlFnial	 Fne DLst a;;ress the GFNer ;PnaDi:s at NFrB Fn 

MariFLs laPers F= 9inarP _ nFt ALst at the leMel F= the �ast
0est 9inarP 9Lt alsF at the 

�rahDin
�alit 9inarP	 =Fr instan:e� �Lt then	 GFst:FlFnial nFtiFns sL:h as interse:tiFnalitP 

haMe nFt =FLn; DL:h tra:tiFn aDFn> "n;ian GFst:FlFnialists theDselMes either	 GerhaGs 

9e:aLse Fneds Gen:hant =Fr GFst:FlFnial theFrP F=ten >Fes as =ar as the :FlFniser is aFLtb

there� 

0hateMer the :ase	 :FnteDGFrarP Lsa>e F= GFst:FlFnial theFrP in the "n;ian :FnteOt taBes 

aNaP Nith Fne han; Nhat it F==ers Nith anFther� (n the Fne han;	 9P :hallen>in> �LrF
:entri: 

9iases in the ;is:FLrses Fn s:ien:e	 it Nel:FDes nFn
�LrFGean MFi:es an; GersGe:tiMes� (n 

the Fther han;	 9P Gla:in> the �LrFGean :FlFnial a>ainst the nFn
�LrFGean sL9altern	 it 

reHLires that =Fr all MFi:es tF 9e >enLinelP intereste; in :FnMersatiFn Fn s:ien:e	 theP DLst 

�
 &anda, ‘Vedic Science, Part II’.
	� &anda, ‘Vedic Science, Part II’.
	1 &anda, ‘Vedic Science, Part II’.
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�
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:FnstrL:tiFns F= the hLDan Din;	 9Lt are seen tF 9e >rFLn;e; an; resGFnsiMe
tF Nhat :an 9e BnFNn F= realitP���

-his GFsitiFn	 BnFNn as :riti:al realisD	 is Fne that Ne haMe tentatiMelP a;FGte; =Fr this 

GrFAe:t� Criti:al realisD a:BnFNle;>es that as:ienti=i: Ln;erstan;in> is nFt ALst rea; FLt F= 

natLre	 9Lt it is attaine; thrFL>h a :reatiMe interGretatiMe GrF:ess�b�� "n Fther NFr;s	 it a::eGts 

9Fth eGisteDi: sL9Ae:tiMitP an; FntFlF>i:al F9Ae:tiMitP _ that Nhile FLr interGretatiFns are 

alNaPs sF:iallP	 histFri:allP an; :LltLrallP sitLate;	 realitP eOists in;eGen;entlP F= FLr 

interGretatiFns�  

"n the a9sen:e F= an F9Ae:tiMe >rFLn;in> F= FLr theFries	 as is =FLn; in a :riti:al realist 

Ln;erstan;in> F= natLre	 GFstDF;ernist an; GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes are MLlnera9le tF 

eOten;in> Nhat 'an;a :alls an aeGisteDi: :haritPb�1 tF all :laiDs F= BnFNle;>e� -aBin> eMerP 

trLth :laiD as a Dere FGiniFn =rFD a :ertain :FnteOtLal GFsitiFn an; a resLlt F= GFNer >aDes 

Nithin that :FnteOt DaP lea; theD hea;lFn> intF the Git F= relatiMisD� 0Frse	 in the a9sen:e 

F= an F9Ae:tiMe re=eren:e tF Nhi:h all FGiniFns shFLl; 9e hel; a::FLnta9le	 the MerP 

DFtiMatiFn that GrFGels GFst:FlFnial theFrP	 naDelP tF a;;ress the sF:iF
GFliti:al ineHLalities 

in a >iMen :FnteOt	 is ;aDGene;	 i= nFt lFst altF>ether`=Fr i= all trLth :laiDs are Dere 

FGiniFns	 NhP shFLl; a GFNer
DFn>erin> FGiniFn 9e :Fnsi;ere; anP less MalLa9le than the 

Fne that a;Man:es lFMe an; serMi:e	 an; NhP shFLl; the latter 9e Niel;e; tF :FLnter the 

=FrDer� 

-F sLDDarise	 a :riti:al inMesti>atiFn intF the GFst:FlFnial analPsis ;iMLl>es three si>ni=i:ant 

:hallen>es that the theFrP =a:es that nee; tF 9e a;;resse; 9e=Fre it is inte>rate; intF this 

GrFAe:t� -hese are� 

1� )Fst:FlFnial theFrP =ails tF a;eHLatelP re=le:t Fn the =Lll 9rea;th F= histFri:al 

eMi;en:e� "ts assLDGtiFn that the traAe:tFrP F= DF;ern s:ien:e in a :FlFnP liBe "n;ia 

has 9een that F= MiFlen:e an; FGGressiFn is FnlP GartlP trLe� "t :FDes at the :Fst F= 

ne>le:tin> the a>en:P F= natiMes NhF ea>erlP sFL>ht the 9ene=its F= DF;ern s:ien:e 

	
 Alister �. %cGrat<, The Foundations of �ialogue in $cience and #eligion (%alden, %A: Blackwell
Pu6lis<ers, 199�), 1�6–��.


� "o<n Polking<orne, Faith� $cience and &nderstanding (&ew Heaven, CT: 1ale University Press, 2000), �9.

1 %eera &anda, ‘T<e �Distemic C<arity of t<e Social Constructivist Critics of Science and W<y t<e T<ird World 

S<ould *efuse t<e Offer’, in A House �uilt on $and, ed. &oretta Koertge (&ew 1ork, &1: Oxford University 
Press, 2006), 2�6–312.
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=rFD the GFNer >aDes in Nhi:h Ne =in; FLrselMes :aL>ht� Can Fr shFLl; FLr iDa>es F= 

natLre 9e DFLl;e; as Ger FLr Nishes =Fr the saBe F= settlin> thFse GFNer ;isGLtes� 

-he GhilFsFGhi:al GrF9leD that Ne =a:e here is aGtlP GLt in +F9ert $leeds :FDDent� !e 
ar>Les	  

�rFD the =a:t that FLr 9ein> a9le tF saP Fr tF :laiD that 1 eOists ;eGen;s Fn an 
ela9Frate an; arti=i:ial GrF:e;Lre =Fr ;ete:tin> 1	 theP 4%atFLr an; ,:ha==er5 
DistaBenlP thinB it =FllFNs that 1ds eOisten:e itsel= ;eGen;s Fn that ela9Frate 
an; arti=i:ial ;ete:tiFn GrF:e;Lre���

-he GFint $lee DaBes here is that ALst 9e:aLse FLr GrF:e;Lres	 tFFls an; DethF;FlF>ies 

:an 9e 9iase; ;Fes nFt sL>>est that realitP itsel= is 9iase;� &aarten �FL;rP siDilarlP GFints 

FLt that Nhile theFries an; trLth :laiDs Di>ht haMe 9een :FnstrL:te; Ln;er the in=lLen:e F= 

intLitiFns an; ;esire	 s:ien:e >iMes eGisteDFlF>i:al GriFritP tF natLre =Fr athe NFrl; FLt 

there ;Fes nFt :are DL:h a9FLt FLr intLitiFns an; ;esires���b��

"n =a:t	 the entire s:ienti=i: enterGrise NFrBs Fn the 9asis F= the =a:t that there is a realitP tF 9e 

;is:FMere;	 =Fr a"= there Nas nF realitP FLt there	 eO:eGt =Fr Nhat Ne GrFAe:t FLrselMes	 there 

NFLl; 9e nFthin> tF ;is:FMer�b�� &Fst s:ientists theDselMes a>ree that their theFries are 

>eare; tFNar;s =in;in> the trLth a9FLt realitP an; haMe F9Ae:tiMe re=eren:e��	 &FreFMer	 

s:ienti=i: theFries are reDarBa9lP e==e:tiMe in ;es:ri9in> the re>Llarities in natLre	 nFt 

9e:aLse theP haMe :FnstrL:te; thFse laNs 9P theDselMes	 9Lt 9e:aLse theP :FrresGFn; Nith 

the natLre F= realitP Fr athe NaP thin>s are�b�
 �Fr the saDe reasFn	 s:ienti=i: eOGlanatiFns are 

alsF restri:te; 9P natLre itsel= as it are=Lses tF 9e ;FDesti:ate; tF FLr sL9Ae:tiMitP�b�� �lister 

&: rath GLts it sL::in:tlP Nhen he saPs that FLr  

atteDGt tF Ln;erstan; the eOternal NFrl; is itsel= >FMerne; 9P that NFrl;	 in 
that Ne are F9li>e; tF 9e :Fnstraine; 9P the NaP the NFrl; is	 Fr is seen tF 
9ehaMe	 in FLr eOGlanatiFns� �OGlanatiFns an; analPsis are nFt in;eGen;ent 
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 Alister �. %cGrat<, The Foundations of �ialogue in $cience and #eligion (%alden, %A: Blackwell
Pu6lis<ers, 199�), 1�6–��.


� "o<n Polking<orne, Faith� $cience and &nderstanding (&ew Heaven, CT: 1ale University Press, 2000), �9.

1 %eera &anda, ‘T<e �Distemic C<arity of t<e Social Constructivist Critics of Science and W<y t<e T<ird World 

S<ould *efuse t<e Offer’, in A House �uilt on $and, ed. &oretta Koertge (&ew 1ork, &1: Oxford University 
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	� *o6ert Klee, ‘T<e Sociology of Knowledge: �xDosition and CritiEue’, in The $cience (ars: �ebating 
$cientific �noBledge and Technology, ed. Keit< Parsons (&ew 1ork, &1: Promet<eus Books, 2003), 61.

	� %aarten Boudry, Stefaan Blancke, and %assimo Pigliucci, ‘W<at %akes Weird Beliefs T<rive� T<e 
�Didemiology of Pseudoscience,’ !hilosophical !sychology 2�, no. � (201�): 1193.

	� Toren, Christian Apologetics, 124.
	� "o<n Polking<orne, #eason and #eality: The #elationship betBeen $cience and Theology (London: SPCK,

1991)� *atNsc<, $cience � Its �imits: The �atural $ciences in Christian !erspectiAe� &ic<olas *esc<er,
$cientific #ealism: A Critical #eappraisal (Dordrec<t: D. *eidel, 19��).

	� "o<n Polking<orne,  ne (orld: The Interaction of $cience and Theology (Princeton, &": Princeton University
Press, 19�6), 22.

		 Torrance, Theological $cience (London: Oxford University Press, 1969), �4.
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DetanarratiMe� (n the :FntrarP	 the GFst:FlFnial theFrP :an FnlP reDain trLe tF its F9Ae:tiMe

Nhen it is Nillin> tF LGhFl; the stan;ar;s it has set =Fr Fthers� 

-he DFst iDGFrtant steG in the ;ire:tiFn F= GFst:FlFnisin> GFst:FlFnialisD is tF reHLire it atF 

listen eMen DFre intentlP tF Fther an; Dar>inal MFi:es an; let theD sGeaB =Fr theDselMes�b��

�n a:tiMe in:lLsiFn F= Dar>inalise; MFi:es an; GersGe:tiMes :an =ill the three >aGs Ne 

F9serMe; in FLr inMesti>atiFn F= the :Lrrent aGGli:atiFn F= GFst:FlFnial theFrP� 

�ir>tlD	 sin:e the =li>ht F= DF;ern s:ien:e in :FlFnial "n;ia is Marie>ate;	 all a::FLnts F= 

DF;ern s:ien:eds traAe:tFrP in "n;ia nee; tF 9e =Lrther Garti:Llarise; 9P :Fnsi;erin> 

alternatiMe histFries an; MFi:es� "n Fther NFr;s	 tF 9e trLlP GFst:FlFnial	 the GFst:FlFnial 

theFrP nee;s tF 9e FGen tF MFi:es that :hallen>e the :Fn:lLsiFns F= GFst:FlFnial 

histFriF>raGhies�  

$econ/lD	 tF 9e trLlP GFst:FlFnise;	 GFst:FlFnial theFrP nee;s tF 9e FGen tF the MFi:es an; 

narratiMes that reMeal the a9Lse F= GFst:FlFnial theFrP� "t DLst :all FLt thFse NhF sele:tiMelP 

aGGlP GFst:FlFnial theFrP tF Daintain an; eOGan; their FNn GFNer� 

%hir/lD	 the GFst:FlFnial assLDGtiFn F= DF;ern s:ien:eds intrinsi: relatiFnshiG Nith GFNer 

DLst 9e GFst:FlFnise;� )Fst:FlFnialisD nee;s tF 9e FGen tF the GFssi9ilitP that Nhen Fther 

MFi:es are allFNe; tF sGeaB =Fr theDselMes	 it DaP lea; the ;is:FLrse tF aDFMe 9ePFn; the 

GresLGGFsitiFn that GFNer strL>>les are the FnlP Fr DFst iDGFrtant =a:t in Ln;erstan;in> 

Dar>inalise; ;is:FLrses�b��

"n a sense	 this resear:h itsel= is a Dar>inalise; GrFAe:t an;	 there=Fre	 a GFst:FlFnial MentLre� 

"t is resear:h 9P an a"n;ianb :Fntri9Ltin> tF the s:ien:e an; reli>iFn :FnMersatiFns ;FDinate; 

9P 0estern MFi:es	 sGe:i=i:allP a aChristianb en>a>eDent trPin> tF =in; its Gla:e aDFn> 

;FDinant !in;L MFi:es Nithin "n;ia� an; it inMesti>ates the :FnMer>en:e F= s:ien:e an; 

reli>iFn =rFD a atheFlF>i:alb GersGe:tiMe in a Gre;FDinantlP ase:Llarb a:a;eDia� �s sL:h	 it 

is a :Fntri9LtiFn tF GFst:FlFnial stL;ies Fn s:ien:e an; reli>iFn� 


� Benno van den Toren, ‘T<e Significance of Postcolonial T<inking for %ission T<eology’, Inter6ulturelle
Theologie� *eitschrift FGr MissionsBissenschaft 4�, nos 2–3 (2019): 221.


� Toren, ‘T<e Significance of Postcolonial T<inking’, 221.

��

an; histFri:al eGisF;es F= :FFGeratiFn aDFn> :FlFnial an; natiMe in;iMi;Lals an; 

>rFLGs�  

�� )Fst:FlFnial thinBers ;F nFt GaP sL==i:ient attentiFn tF the GFliti:al raDi=i:atiFns F= 

the theFrP in a :FnteOt liBe "n;ia� �P FMerlFFBin> the narratiMes F= its DisLse	 

GFst:FlFnial theFrP nFt FnlP =Lrther GLshes aNaP natiMe Dar>inalise; MFi:es 9Lt	 9P 

the saDe tFBen	 alsF 9e:FDes a tFFl in the han;s F= natiMe FGGressiMe =Fr:es tF 

Daintain GFNer�  

�� )Fst:FlFnial theFrP =ails tF ;F ALsti:e tF the natLre F= DF;ern s:ien:e� �P 

:ir:LDs:ri9in> all interGretatiFns F= natLre tF :LltLral :FnstrL:tiFns	 it sti=les the 

MFi:e F= natLre itsel=� �Fr the saDe reasFn	 it alsF leaMes itsel= LnGrFte:te; a>ainst the 

lLre F= relatiMisD�  

-he inMesti>atiFns :Fn;L:te; a9FMe raise :Fn:erns a9FLt the aGGli:atiFn F= GFst:FlFnial 

theFrP	 Garti:LlarlP in the :FnteOt F= "n;ia� "t 9Fth enlar>es an; :Fnstri:ts the ;is:LrsiMe sGa:e 

=Fr an "n;ian Christian theFlF>P F= natLre�  iMen these :Fn:erns	 Fne NFn;ers i= GFst:FlFnial 

theFrP is still releMant tF a s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le� Can the GFst:FlFnial theFrP still 9e 

eOGlFite; tF ;e:FlFnise the s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le an; FGen a sGa:e tF initiate a =resh 

;ialF>Le� (r shFLl; Fne tLrn their ears aNaP =rFD the GFst:FlFnial :riti: an; reMert tF 

DF;ern assLDGtiFns an; NaPs F= :FnstrL:tin> s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le�  

+2- ��� ��* �"$)�$�

-he inMesti>atiFns :arrie; FLt a9FMe shFN the aD9iMalent natLre F= GFst:FlFnial theFrP� (n 

the Fne han;	 its iDDense :Fntri9LtiFn :annFt 9e i>nFre;� �nP ;ialF>Le 9etNeen s:ien:e an; 

reli>iFn that :laiDs tF reDain LntFL:he; 9P the GFNer ;PnaDi:s F= a lar>er sF:iF
:LltLral 

:FnteOt :annFt 9e >enLine� (n the Fther han;	 restri:tin> all s:ien:e
reli>iFn ;ialF>Le tF 

GFNer ;PnaDi:s DaP nFt taBe the ;ialF>Le 9ePFn; GFNer >aDes� =Fr i= :FlFnial s:ien:e Nas 

essentiallP nFthin> DFre than a ;isGlaP F= GFNer	 an; GFst:FlFnial s:ien:e is nFthin> DFre 

than a resistan:e tF it	 then the traAe:tFrP F= s:ien:e is essentiallP nFthin> 9Lt a ;iale:ti:s F= 

GFNer� 'either s:ientists nFr GFst:FlFnialists theDselMes NFLl; a>ree tF sL:h a ra;i:al 

:Fn:lLsiFn� 

"= the GFst:FlFnial theFrP is tF 9e trLlP releMant an; e==e:tiMe	 it Nill haMe tF 9e =Lrther 

GFst:FlFnise;� -he tasB is Lr>ent =Fr the saBe F= GFst:FlFnialisD itsel=	 =Fr i= nFt 

GFst:FlFnise;	 the GFst:FlFnial theFrP tFF 9e:FDes a neF
:FlFnial an; FGGressiMe 
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(n 1
 &aP 1�
1	 #a>;ish Chan;ra �Fse	 an eDinent "n;ian s:ientist	 Ger=FrDe; an interestin> 

eOGeriDent at the +FPal ,F:ietP F= %Fn;Fn� )la:in> a Glant in a GFisFn
=ille; Messel	 he 9e>an 

tF re:Fr; its rea:tiFn Nith the instrLDents he ha; ;eMelFGe; Fn his FNn� "n a le:tLre 

a::FDGanPin> it	 he :laiDe; that the eOGeriDents he ha; :Fn;L:te; in the GreMiFLs =FLr Pears 

Nent Fn tF GrFMe that inFr>ani: Datter resGFn;s tF eOternal stiDLli as ;Fes Fr>ani: Datter� 

-here=Fre	 he :Fn:lL;e; that the liMin> an; the nFn
liMin> are relate; 9P the arealb NhF is 

aFne�b1 -his	 he =Lrther :laiDe;	 Nas aGrF:laiDe; 9P DP an:estFrs Fn the 9anBs F= the 

 an>es thirtP :entLries a>F _ c-heP NhF see 9Lt Fne	 in all the :han>in> Dani=Fl;ness F= this 

LniMerse	 LntF theD 9elFn>s �ternal -rLth
LntF nFne else	 LntF nFne else�db�

%ess than a hLn;re; Pears 9e=Fre �Fseds eOGeriDent	 Nhen the =FLn;ers F= ,eraDGFre 

CFlle>e`0illiaD CareP	 0illiaD 0ar; an; #FshLa &arshDan`esta9lishe; ,eraDGFre 

CFlle>e in 1�1�	 theP =a:e; a ;i==erent :hallen>e� tF seGarate the ;iMine an; the Daterial sF 

that the stL;ents NFLl; inMesti>ate it rather than i;Flise it� a-he eMan>elists :alle; Fn "n;ians 

tF :han>e the Deanin>s that theP atta:he; tF the Daterial NFrl;	 DFMin> =rFD a :Fn=LsiFn F= 

natLre Nith the ;iMine tF a re=erential MieN F= natLre	 Nhere natLre re=erre; tF the ;eitP�^ -he 

instrLDents Lse; at ,eraDGFre CFlle>e GL9li:ise; the DLta9ilitP F= the Daterial NFrl;�b�

-he tNF eOaDGles illLstrate that =Fr DanP	 sL:h as �Fse an; the ,eraDGFre triF	 their reli>iFLs 

NFrl;MieN an; aGGrFa:h tF natLral s:ien:e are ;eeGlP inter:Fnne:te;� "n the =irst instan:e	 

s:ien:e is eDGlFPe; tF Ln;ers:Fre a reli>iFLs NFrl;MieN	 an; in the latter	 a reli>iFLs 

NFrl;MieN is :Fnsi;ere; a GrereHLisite tF s:ienti=i: Gra:ti:e� 0hat is ;i==erent	 hFNeMer	 is 

their Ln;erstan;in> F= natLre� =Fr the =FrDer	  F; an; the Daterial NFrl; are aFneb� =Fr the 

latter	 theP :annFt 9e Fne� -his ;i==eren:e in interGretatiFn F= natLre 9e:aDe a :entral issLe =Fr 

interreli>iFLs ;is:LssiFns 9etNeen GFGLlar DF;ern !in;L an; Christian thinBers at the :LsG F= 

1 "agadis C<under Bose, #esponse in the �iAing and �on��iAing (London: Longmans, Green, and ComDany,
1902).

� Cited in C. %ackenNie Brown, ‘"agadis< C<andra Bose and Vedantic Science’, in $cience and #eligion: �ast
and (est, ed. 1iftac< �e<ige (&ew 1ork, &1: *outledge, 2016), 104.

� Sivasundaram, ‘C<ristian Benares’, 142.
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"n this :haGter	 " ar>Le; that s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le in "n;ia is ;eeGlP shaGe; 9P 

GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes	 Nhi:h reHLires a thFrFL>h en>a>eDent Nith its Dain tenets at the 

FLtset F= the resear:h� -his Nas alsF reHLire; tF set the s:ene =Fr the rest F= the resear:h an; 

nFt reGeat the saDe ar>LDent all FMer a>ain� �::Fr;in>lP	 " eOGlFre; the :hie= :Fntri9LtiFns 

F= GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes an; :riti:allP en>a>e; Nith its :Fn:lLsiFns	 Garti:LlarlP the "n;ian 

:FnteOtLal settin>� "n the en;	 " ar>Le; that in Fr;er tF =ill the >aGs eOistin> in the 

:FnteDGFrarP aGGli:atiFn F= GFst:FlFnial theFrP	 it Nill haMe tF 9e GFst:FlFnise;� &FreFMer	 

sL:h a DFMe Nill BeeG the GFst:FlFnial theFrP trLe tF its tenet F= ;e:FnstrL:tiFn an; enri:h its 

aGGli:atiFn�  

!FNeMer	 Ne are Pet tF eOGlFre the GFtential iDGa:t an; :FnseHLen:es F= ;e:FlFnisin> 

GFst:FlFnial theFrP as the MFi:e F= Dar>inalise; >rFLGs	 sL:h as "n;ian Christians	 is in:lL;e; 

in s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le� -he neOt :haGters F= the resear:h are ;esi>ne; tF ;F ALst 

that`a:tiMelP listen tF an "n;ian Christian MFi:e Fn natLre� 

!FNeMer	 that lea;s Ls tF anFther Gressin> HLestiFn� Nhat :FnstitLtes an "n;ian Christian 

MFi:e	 an; Nhere :an Fne =in; it� " haMe :Fnten;e; �Ln;er 1�1� that the :Fntent F= "n;ian 

Christian theFlF>P F= natLre is =FLn; in the alrea;P eOistin> interreli>iFLs an; li9eratiMe 

;is:FLrses Nithin "n;ia� "n the neOt :haGter	 Ne ;elMe intF a :Fn:rete histFrP F= interreli>iFLs 

en:FLnters 9etNeen �;Maiti: an; Christian intelle:tLals in Fr;er tF inMesti>ate "n;ian 

Christian re=le:tiFns Fn the Daterial NFrl;� 0hile the GriDarP aiD is tF analPse the ;e9ates

:Fn:ernin> natLre Fr the Daterial NFrl; in the re=le:tiFns F= earlP DF;ern "n;ian Christian 

thinBers	 Ne Nill alsF eOGlFre hFN theP	 alFn> Nith their GriDarP interlF:LtFrs`the �;Maiti: 

thinBers`>raGGle; Nith GFNer ;PnaDi:s	 the :laiDs F= s:ien:e an; their FNn reli>iFLs 

:FnMi:tiFns at the :LsG F= DF;ernitP in "n;ia	 an; Nere a9le tF ;ialF>Le Fn the natLre F= 

natLre� 
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(n 1
 &aP 1�
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eOGeriDent at the +FPal ,F:ietP F= %Fn;Fn� )la:in> a Glant in a GFisFn
=ille; Messel	 he 9e>an 
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liMin> are relate; 9P the arealb NhF is 
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LniMerse	 LntF theD 9elFn>s �ternal -rLth
LntF nFne else	 LntF nFne else�db�

%ess than a hLn;re; Pears 9e=Fre �Fseds eOGeriDent	 Nhen the =FLn;ers F= ,eraDGFre 
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1 "agadis C<under Bose, #esponse in the �iAing and �on��iAing (London: Longmans, Green, and ComDany,
1902).

� Cited in C. %ackenNie Brown, ‘"agadis< C<andra Bose and Vedantic Science’, in $cience and #eligion: �ast
and (est, ed. 1iftac< �e<ige (&ew 1ork, &1: *outledge, 2016), 104.

� Sivasundaram, ‘C<ristian Benares’, 142.
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has three sL9
s:hFFls� �;Maita	 �Maita an; /ishisht �;Maita	 :FDDFnlP translate; as DFnist	

;Lalist an; HLali=ie; DFnist resGe:tiMelP�

-hese s:hFFls ;is:Lsse; an;	 at tiDes	 =ier:elP ;e=en;e; their GFsitiFn Fn hFN the LniMerse 

Nas :reate; an; the relatiFnshiG 9etNeen Daterial realitP an; the .ltiDate =FllFNin> the 

:reatiFn F= the NFrl;� �Fth ,aDBhPa an; 2F>a 9elieMe in the ;LalisD F= !ra6\ti Fr ;ra6riti

�natLre� an; !@r@]a Fr ;@r@>ha ��rahDan� an; ar>Le that the NFrl; Nas Dani=este; 9P a 

;istLr9an:e in the 9alan:e F= ;ra6\ti :aLse; 9P the >aQe F= ;@r@]a� 'PaPa an; /aisheshiBa 

esGFLse that the NFrl; :aDe intF 9ein> 9P the sel=
Fr>anisatiFn F= atFDs that are theDselMes 

eternal� )LrMa
&iDansa :Fnsi;ers the NFrl; tF 9e eOistin> =FreMer	 Nhi:h ;Fes nFt reHLire

inMFBin> a CreatFr  F;� �DFn> the sL9
s:hFFls Ln;er /e;mnta	 9Fth �;Maita an; 

/ishishta;Maita 9elieMe that the NFrl; is the Dani=estatiFn F= �rahDan	 althFL>h theP ;i==er 

Fn hFN the NFrl; Dani=ests itsel= an; its relatiFn tF �rahDan� �;Maita hFl;s that the Daterial 

realitP	 9ein> AiAarta �an illLsFrP Dani=estatiFn�	 ;Fes nFt a==e:t �rahDan in anP NaP	 Nhereas 

/ishishta;Maita 9elieMes that the NFrl; :aDe intF 9ein> as a ;arinV8a �:FnseHLen:e� F= the 

trans=FrDatiFn F= the ener>ies latent Nithin �rahDan	 an; thLs a==e:te; �rahDan� -he �Maita 

sL9
s:hFFl F= /e;mnta	 9elieMes in three realities	 that F= �rahDan	 Ut8an �sFLls� an; ;ra6\ti

�natLre�� Nhile GFstLlatin> �rahDan tF 9e the FnlP in;eGen;ent realitP�     

�esGite this ;iMersitP	 ;Le tF histFri:al :Fntin>en:ies that " Nill eOGlain later �����	 �;Maita

/e;mnta eDer>e; as the DFst GrFDinent s:hFFl F= !in;LisD ;Lrin> DF;ernitP� CFnseHLentlP	

Nhen the ;ialF>Le 9etNeen DF;ern s:ien:e an; !in;LisD Nas :Fnsi;ere;	 �;Maita /e;mnta

re:eiMe; the DFst attentiFn� -his alsF reDaine; the :ase =Fr !in;L
Christian interreli>iFLs

;ialF>Le	 as DF;ern "n;ian Christians Nere F9li>e; tF ;eMFte DFst F= their intelle:tLal ener>P

tF en>a>in> in ;ialF>Le Nith �;Maita /e;mnta� (ne F= the reasFns =Fr �;Maita /e;mntads

GFGLlaritP Nas the :FntentiFLs assLDGtiFn that the =in;in>s F= DF;ern s:ien:e ha; esta9lishe;

the �;Maiti: tenet :Fn:ernin> the Daterial NFrl;� � 9rie= ;etFLr in DF;ern histFrP that

eOGlFres the =Fr:es an; :ir:LDstan:es that =Lelle; this assLDGtiFn an; the ;e9ates

sLrrFLn;in> it	 DaP helG tF =LllP :FDGrehen; the issLes at staBe in interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le Fn

the natLre F= the Daterial NFrl;�

+1+ �riental �nterventi�ns and �ind%ism7s 5�t�er'�rldliness6

�;Maitads rise tF GrFDinen:e Nas =Fr>e; in the inter:LltLral en:FLnter =a:ilitate; 9P the a�>e

F= �is:FMerP�b -he nLDerFLs MFPa>es tF Fther Garts F= the NFrl; eOGFse; �LrFGe tF the rest

�1

DF;ern s:ien:e in "n;ia� -he F9Ae:tiMe F= this :haGter is tF ;elMe intF thFse eGisF;es F= 

interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le Nith an aiD tF Lnearth the "n;ian Christian MFi:e Fn the Daterial NFrl; 

an; DaAFr theFlF>i:al DFti=s :Fn:ernin> the Daterial NFrl; that eDer>e =rFD it� �s a 

se:Fn;arP eOGlFratiFn	 " Nill alsF =Lrther test the releMan:e F= GFst:FlFnial analPsis �Nhi:h " 

en>a>e; Nith in the GreMiFLs :haGter� 9P inMesti>atin> =a:tFrs	 in a;;itiFn tF GFNer ;PnaDi:s

that GlaP a BeP rFle in sL:h an interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le Fn natLre� 

�e=Fre ;elMin> intF the interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le itsel=	 it is iDGFrtant tF eOaDine the histFri:al 

:FnteOt that set LG the :FLrse F= ;ialF>Le in a :ertain NaP sF that sFDe MFi:es an; 

GersGe:tiMes =FLn; a DFre GrFDinent Gla:e in it than Fthers� 

+1* �ndian ��e�ries �� Nat%re

"n;ian sGe:LlatiFns a9FLt natLre an; the :reatiFn F= the Daterial NFrl; >F 9a:B :entLries an;

are ;iMerse in their eOGli:atiFn F= the relatiFnshiG 9etNeen  F; an; natLre� �Fr eOaDGle	 the

=aDFLs an; thFL>ht
GrFMFBin> 'asa;iPa ,LBta Fr a!PDn F= CreatiFn hPDnb re:Fr;e; in +i>

/e;a 1
�1�� en;s as�

(hence all creation ha/ it> ori2in�

the creator� Bhether he 1a>hione/ it or Bhether he /i/ not�

the creator� Bho >@rAeD> it all 1ro8 hi2he>t heaAen�

he 6noB> M or 8aD-e eAen he /oe> not 6noB��

�::Fr;in> tF �ashaD	 :reatiFn in !in;L DPthFlF>P has 9een iDa>ine; thrFL>h a ;iMerse

MarietP F= analF>ies	 sL:h as the e==e:t F= a GriDaeMal sa:ri=i:e �!ra5V;ati�	 Fr as a seOLal a:t	

Fr tF haMe Fri>inate; in a a>Fl;en eD9rPFb Fr :FsDi: e>> ��ira[Da2ar-ha��� !FNeMer	 DFre

sPsteDati: sGe:LlatiFns arFLn; the relatiFn F= Daterial realitP Nith the �rahDan are

arti:Llate; in siO DaAFr an; ;istin:t GhilFsFGhi:al s:hFFls F= /e;i: !in;LisD� ,msBhPa	

2F>a		 'PmPa	 /ailewiBa	 )orMa &nDmssm an; .ttara &nDmssm Fr /e;mnta� /e;mnta =Lrther

� A. L. Bas<am, The (onder That (as India: A $urAey of the History and Culture of the Indian $ub�Continent
before the Coming of the Muslims (&ew 1ork, &1: TaDlinger Pu6lis<ing ComDany, 196�), 2�0. Bas<am calls
t<is ‘t<e oldest surviving records of D<ilosoD<ical dou6t in t<e <istory of t<e world’ (D. 249).

� Bas<am, The (onder That (as India: A $urAey of the History and Culture of the Indian $ub�Continent before
the Coming of the Muslims, 249–�1.

� 1oga <ere as a sc<ool of D<ilosoD<y is different from t<e contemDorary met<od of D<ysical exercise.
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2F>a		 'PmPa	 /ailewiBa	 )orMa &nDmssm an; .ttara &nDmssm Fr /e;mnta� /e;mnta =Lrther

� A. L. Bas<am, The (onder That (as India: A $urAey of the History and Culture of the Indian $ub�Continent
before the Coming of the Muslims (&ew 1ork, &1: TaDlinger Pu6lis<ing ComDany, 196�), 2�0. Bas<am calls
t<is ‘t<e oldest surviving records of D<ilosoD<ical dou6t in t<e <istory of t<e world’ (D. 249).

� Bas<am, The (onder That (as India: A $urAey of the History and Culture of the Indian $ub�Continent before
the Coming of the Muslims, 249–�1.

� 1oga <ere as a sc<ool of D<ilosoD<y is different from t<e contemDorary met<od of D<ysical exercise.
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9e:aDe :rL:ial resFLr:es =Fr the �LrFGean Ger:eGtiFn F= the reli>iFLs 9elie=s F= "n;ia� -his 

le; tF Ni;er an; >ra;LallP =FrDalise; intelle:tLal en>a>eDent Nith �astern GhilFsFGhP	 DFst 

eMi;ent in the translatiFn GrFAe:ts an; Ni;e ;istri9LtiFn F= its literatLre	 an; the esta9lishDent 

F= "n;FlF>P as a neN =iel; F= resear:h in DanP �LrFGean LniMersities�11 0hile #Fnesd �siati: 

,F:ietP Nas instrLDental in translatin> an; Ni;er ;istri9LtiFn F= BnFNle;>e re>ar;in> "n;ia 

an; !in;LisD	 &aO &Lllerds Da>nLD FGLs an; :FlFssal �

MFlLDe set F= %he $acre/ �oo6> 

o1 the �a>t	 Nas a GrF;L:t F= sPsteDati: s:hFlarlP an; institLtiFnalise; en>a>eDent Nith the 

�astern GhilFsFGhP�

/6/6. B�&)��! 
ri�!&ali%& a!� �!gli�i%& �i�)% o� �i!�'i% 

-he GhilFlF>i:al resear:h F= the (rientalists F=ten resLlte; in a :laiD that ,ansBrit Nas relate; 

tF Fr eMen Gre:e;e; DFst an:ient lan>La>es� �esGite the Marie>ate; MieNs an; :riti:al attitL;e 

that the (rientalists theDselMes ha; tFNar;s the :LltLre an; GhilFsFGhP F= "n;ia	1� #Fnes	 

0ilBins	 an; CFle9rFFBe Nere aa;MF:ates F= the MieN that the DPthFlF>i:al	 reli>iFLs an; 

GhilFsFGhi:al tra;itiFn F= "n;ia Nas esGe:iallP an:ient an; Gristine�b1� &FreFMer	 0ilBins	 

atrie; tF shFN that^ �LrFGeans an; �sians share; a :FDDFn Gast	 =rFD Nhi:h siDilaritP F= 

lan>La>e an; eMen F= GhilFsFGhi:al s:hFFls sGran>�b1� /Fltaire	 haMin> rea; the (riental NFrB 

9elieMe; that aFther GeFGle ha; 9Fth Fl;er an; DFre re=ine; :iMilisatiFnsb1� than the 

�LrFGeans� �::Fr;in> tF &arshall	 DFst earlP (rientalists Nere �eists	 an; their in=atLatiFn 

Nith �astern reli>iFn Nas ;riMen 9P an aD9itiFn tF =in; a .niMersal +eli>iFn FLtsi;e the Nalls 

F= ChristianitP _ aa reli>iFn 9ase; Fn DFnFtheisD Nith a :Fn:eGt F= the iDDFrtalitP F= the 

sFLl an; an a::eGta9le DFral :F;e	 Nhi:h FNe; nFthin> tF :Fnta:t Nith either #eNs F= 

Christians�b1	 -heir sear:h en;e; in !in;LisD as a!in;Ls eDer>e; =rFD their NFrB as 

a;herin> tF sFDethin> aBin tF @n/o28atic !rote>tanti>8�b1


!FNeMer	 =Fr thFse F= the �n>li:ist GersLasiFn �9Fth �LrFGean an; "n;ian�	 "n;ia Nas ain a 

state F= intelle:tLal sta>natiFn�b1�  eFr> !e>el	 $arl &arO	 an; &aO 0e9er GFinte; tF "n;iads 

11 Hal6fass, India and �urope, 63� ". ". Clarke,  riental �nlightenment: The �ncounter betBeen Asian and 
(estern Thought (London: *outledge, 199�), �1.

1� �or instance, Cole6rooke’s assessment of t<e Tantras was generally De>orative. Hal6fass, India and �urope, 
20�.

1� Hal6fass, India and �urope, 63.
1� %ars<all, The �ritish �iscoAery of Hinduism, 3�.
1� %ars<all, The �ritish �iscoAery of Hinduism, 26.
1� %ars<all, The �ritish �iscoAery of Hinduism, 2�.
1� %ars<all, The �ritish �iscoAery of Hinduism, 43. Italics mine.
1	 %ars<all, The �ritish �iscoAery of Hinduism, 3.

��

F= the NFrl;� "n the 1��
 :entLrP	 �LrFGeds =F:Ls in �sia Nas DFstlP Fn China	 Nhi:h 9e>an tF

:han>e 9P the 1��
s Nhen the literatLre a9FLt "n;iads lan>La>e	 GhilFsFGhP	 sF:ial

Fr>anisatiFn an; ethFs 9e>an tF stea;ilP aGGear	
 =irst Nith the reGFrts F= �ran:is:an	 

�FDini:an an; #esLit DissiFnaries an; later alsF 9P Fther eOGlFrers�� -his earlP :Fnta:t

:reate; ;iMerse rea:tiFns aDFn> �LrFGeans re>ar;in> "n;ia an; its reli>iFn�

,eMeral :ate>Fries are eDGlFPe; tF ;es:ri9e 0estern rea:tiFn tF "n;ia in this inter:LltLral

en:FLnter� Fne F= the DFst :FDDFn 9ein> the (rientalist
�n>li:ist :ate>FrP� -he :ate>FrP

>aine; GFGLlaritP in ;e9ates :Fn:ernin> the natLre F= the GFli:ies tF 9e iDGleDente; in the

e;L:atiFnal institLtiFns rLn 9P the �ritish �ast "n;ia CFDGanP tF eHLiG natiMe "n;ians� ,in:e

then	 it has 9e:FDe a tra;eDarB :ate>FrisatiFn tF re=er tF tNF ;i==erent :LltLral attitL;es F=

thFse NhF :FDe in :Fnta:t Nith "n;ia =rFD FLtsi;e� �aMi; $FG= ;es:ri9es the ;i==eren:e

9etNeen the tNF attitL;es thLs�

-he Nell
Deanin> (rientalist tPGe ten;e; tF 9e sPDGatheti: tF "n;ian
tra;itiFns	 an; Nent sF =ar as tF en>a>e hiDsel= in a:a;eDi: resear:h tF
re;is:FMerin> the !in;L Gast Fr tF sPsDatiQin> aMaila9le BnFNle;>e F= "n;ian
:iMiliQatiFn� �s a sF:ial re=FrDer he starte; DanP GrFAe:ts ;esi>ne; tF LG;ate
"n;ian tra;itiFns an; institLtiFns 9P =Lsin> theD Nith DF;ern MalLes =rFD the
:FnteDGFrarP 0est� !e =ashiFne; hiDsel= as a sPn:retisti: DF;erniQer F= the
!in;L tra;itiFns� -he Nell
Deanin> 0esterniQer	 Fn the Fther han;	 NhF
ten;e; tF ;FNn>ra;e "n;ian tra;itiFns as ;ea; an; Lseless	 Lr>e; instea;
:FDGlete assiDilatiFn tF 0estern :LltLral tra;itiFns	 Nhi:h Nere in his Din;
in:reasin>lP eHLate; Nith DF;erniQatiFn��

�lthFL>h nFt Naterti>ht	 these :ate>Fries :an 9e Lse; as a heLristi: ;eMi:e tF Ln;erstan; the 

9asi: attitL;es inMFlMe; in this inter:LltLral en:FLnter�

0illiaD #Fnes	 Charles 0ilBins an; !enrP -hFDas CFle9rFFBe Nere sFDe F= the =irst �ritish 

(rientalists NhF Da;e iDDense :Fntri9LtiFns tF in=FrDin> �LrFGe a9FLt "n;ia an; are nFN

alsF :re;ite; Nith a;is:FMerin>b the reGFsitFrP F= ,ansBrit literatLre	 Nhi:h later :aDe tF 9e 

BnFNn as !in;L literatLre�1� Charles 0ilBinsd translatiFn F= �ha>aMa;>ita in 1���	 an; 

�9rahaD !Pa:inthe �nHLetil
�LGerrFnds translatiFn F= .Ganisha;s �BnFNn as (LGneBdhat� 

� P. ". %ars<all, ed., The �ritish �iscoAery of Hinduism in the �ighteenth Century (Cam6ridge: Cam6ridge
University Press, 19�0), 2� Harry Oldmeadow, �ourneys �ast: 	�th Century (estern �ncounters Bith 
�astern #eligious Traditions (Indiana: World Wisdom, Inc., 2004), 4.

	 Wil<elm Hal6fass, India and �urope: An �ssay in !hilosophical &nderstanding (Del<i: %otilal Banarsidass 
Pu6lis<ers Pvt. Ltd., 1990), 3�.


 David KoDf, The �rahmo $ama5 and the $haping of the Modern Indian Mind (Princeton, &": Princeton
University Press, 19�9), 10.

1� %ars<all, The �ritish �iscoAery of Hinduism, 2.
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1� %ars<all, The �ritish �iscoAery of Hinduism, 26.
1� %ars<all, The �ritish �iscoAery of Hinduism, 2�.
1� %ars<all, The �ritish �iscoAery of Hinduism, 43. Italics mine.
1	 %ars<all, The �ritish �iscoAery of Hinduism, 3.
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� P. ". %ars<all, ed., The �ritish �iscoAery of Hinduism in the �ighteenth Century (Cam6ridge: Cam6ridge
University Press, 19�0), 2� Harry Oldmeadow, �ourneys �ast: 	�th Century (estern �ncounters Bith 
�astern #eligious Traditions (Indiana: World Wisdom, Inc., 2004), 4.

	 Wil<elm Hal6fass, India and �urope: An �ssay in !hilosophical &nderstanding (Del<i: %otilal Banarsidass 
Pu6lis<ers Pvt. Ltd., 1990), 3�.


 David KoDf, The �rahmo $ama5 and the $haping of the Modern Indian Mind (Princeton, &": Princeton
University Press, 19�9), 10.

1� %ars<all, The �ritish �iscoAery of Hinduism, 2.
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��

�::Fr;in> tF !al9=ass	 "n;ia F::LGie; a sGa:e F= aDPthi:al GrFGFrtiFnsb in  erDan +FDanti: 

literatLre� #Fhann  Ftt=rie; MFn !er;er	 :Fnsi;ere; the GiFneer F= the +FDanti: DFMeDent	 

:FDGare; "n;ia tF the :hil;hFF; F= hLDanitP	 Nhere innF:en:e an; NhFleness rei>ne;� -he 

,:hle>el 9rFthers	 �rie;ri:h an; 0ilhelD	 :FntinLe; tF GrFAe:t "n;ia as a Gla:e F= Gristine 

reli>iFsitP an; NhFleness that Nas en;an>ere; 9P the FnslaL>ht F= DF;ernitP� &aO &Lller	 

the DFst :ele9rate;  erDan "n;FlF>ist	 F=ten :laiDe;	 in DFst striBin> terDs	 that "n;ia Nas 

hLDanitPds Fri>inal hFDe��	

-he sear:h =Fr Fri>inal hLDanitP Nhere li=e Nas DFre inte>rate; an; NhFlesFDe Nas an 

in;i:atFr F= a >eneral DFF; F= ;issatis=a:tiFn that GreMaile; in 1�th
:entLrP �LrFGe as a 

:FnseHLen:e F= a9rLGt :han>es 9rFL>ht 9P DF;ernitP� -hese in:lL;e; a sL;;en 9reaB =rFD 

the tra;itiFnal NaP F= li=e	 e:FnFDi: LGheaMals	 sF:ial a;ALstDents	 9elie= in GrF>ress	 an; a 

>ra;Lal ;eDise F= reli>iFLs aLthFritP� "t Nas =elt that the 0estds FNn in;i>enFLs resFLr:es 

Nere =ailin>	 an; the HLest =Fr alternatiMes reHLire; >Fin> 9ePFn; it��
 0hile the >eneral :all 

Nas tF retLrn tF the an:ient �sFteri: Christian tra;itiFns	 DanP +FDanti:ists alsF a9hFrre; 

ChristianitP =Fr 9irthin> the se:Llar a>e thrFL>h the +e=FrDatiFn an; the �ren:h +eMFlLtiFn	 

Nhi:h ;is:Fnne:te; li=e =rFD its sGiritLal rFFts��� !FNeMer	 the tLrn tF the �ast Nas still 

liDite; in its aGGeal an; GriDarilP �LrF
:entri:�  rFNin> a::eGtan:e F= �MFlLtiFnarP theFrP 

Da;e it GFssi9le =Fr 9Fth �n>li:ists an; +FDanti:s tF MieN histFrP as >ra;LallP aGrF>ressin>b 

=rFD the least tF a DFre a;Man:e; NaP F= li=e	 the =FrDer si>ni=ie; 9P "n;ia an; the latter 9P 

�LrFGe���  

"t Nas �rthLr ,:hFGenhaLer	 hFNeMer	 NhF tLrne; the ta9les in =aMFLr F= "n;ia an; Gla:e; it at 

the :entre F= :iMilisatiFn� ,teGhen CrFss GFints FLt the ;i==eren:e Nhen he saPs

-heP 4Fther (riental Nriters5 ha; 9een attra:te; tF "n;ian thFL>ht in Gart 
9e:aLse theP 9elieMe; Fr iDa>ine; it harDFniQe; Nith the esFteri: trLths F= 
ChristianitP as theP Ln;erstFF; these tF 9e� 0ith ,:hFGenhaLer the GFsitiFn is 
reMerse;� Nhat is trLe an; >reat in ChristianitP resLlts =rFD its haMin> c"n;ian 
9lFF; in its Meins	d an; Nhere it ;i==ers =rFD the "n;ian stan;GFint^ it is 
ChristianitP that is in errFr���

�� Hal6fass, India and �urope, �2.
�� Clarke,  riental �nlightenment, 96.
�	 Hal6fass, India and �urope, �3.
�
 King,  rientalism and #eligion, 11�.
�� SteD<en Cross, $chopenhauerLs �ncounter Bith Indian Thought: #epresentation and (ill and Their Indian 

!arallels (Honolulu: University of Hawai Press, 2013), 14.
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aFther
NFrl;lPb DetaGhPsi:s tF eOGlain its slFN Daterial GrF>ress�1� !e>el :alle; !in;LisD 

a-he +eli>iFn F= )hantasPb�� an; =aDFLslP sai;	 a^ in "n;ia Ne see  F; in the ;eliriLD F= 

his ;reaDin>b�1 &arO	 NhF :Fnsi;ere; Milla>e :FDDLnities the ar:hetPGe F= "n;ian i;entitP	 

9elieMe; that a!in;L reli>iFn^ Nas a GriDitiMe NFrshiG F= 'atLre an; re=le:te; Dands non�

rational attitL;e tF 'atLre�b�� &aO 0e9er liBeNise ar>Le; that !in;LisD aentaile; a 

;eMalLatiFn F= the NFrl; an; an a9sFlLte =li>ht =rFD the NFrl;� 0hateMer the Deans a;FGte; 

=Fr rea:hin> the hFlP >Fal F= salMatiFn	 all these "n;ian :Llts aliBe Nere :hara:terise;^ 9P 

irratiFnalitP�b��

�t the :entre F= the �n>li:ist atta:B Fn "n;iads la:B F= s:ienti=i: attitL;e Nas its 

FtherNFrl;liness Gres:ri9e; 9P its reli>iFn	 DFre sGe:i=i:allP the �;Maiti: ;F:trine F= 8VDV� 

-he NFr; �;Maita	 Nhi:h literallP Deans anFt tNFb	 is >enerallP translate; as DFnisD	 

Nhereas 8VDV re=ers tF the 9elie= that the Daterial NFrl; is an aGGearan:e Fr	 GFGLlarlP 

translate;	 an illLsiFn� 

-hat DFnisD insGire; FtherNFrl;lP li=estPle Nas nFt DerelP a 0estern reDarB� seMeral "n;ian 

thinBers alsF 9elieMe; it tF 9e the :ase� �e9iGrasa; ChattFGa;hPaPa	 an "n;ian an; &arOist 

histFrian F= s:ien:e	 9elieMe; that !in;L DFnisD GrF;L:e; alF=tP :FnteDGt =Fr natLre Fr 

Daterial NFrl;�b�� )� C� +aP	 liBeNise	 F9serMe; that in a;;itiFn tF the a;isastrFLs ;e>ra;atiFn

F= the sF:ial statLs F= te:hni:ians	 :ra=tsDen an; Fther DanLal NFrBers^� i;eFlF>i:al an;

GhilFsFGhi:al =a:tFrs	 liBe the NFrl;
;enPin> �aDa-a/ 4Deanin> the ;F:trine F= DmPm5

Grea:he; 9P ,anBara	 :Fntri9Lte; tF the ;e:aP F= s:ienti=i: teDGer�b��

/6/6/6 �ro  
ri�!&ali% &o �o a!&i�i% 

(riental iDa>es F= "n;ia tFFB an eOtraMa>ant tLrn Nhen theP Det the rFDanti: DFMeDent	

Garti:LlarlP F= the  erDan MarietP	 Nhi:h in tLrn aL>Dente; (rientalisD�
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tF natiMe :LstFDs an; laNs� -heP Nere alsF ea>er tF >iMe these 0estern 
s:hFlars F= "n;ian GhilFsFGhP Nhat theP Nante;	 sGe:i=i:allP tF GFint theD tF 
the tPGes F= teOts that NFLl; :Fn=irD the �LrFGean stereFtPGe F= "n;ians as 
HLietisti:	 iDGra:ti:al i;ealists NhF ;FL9te; Fr ;enie; the MerP eOisten:e F= the 
GhPsi:al NFrl;� "t is in this NaP that /e;anta	 esGe:iallP the ci;ealistd �;Maita 
/e;anta	 >aine; its DF;ern reGLtatiFn as the essen:e F= the "n;ian Din;���

katBara �alsF sGelt ,hanBara�	 an ��

 Fr ��

:entLrP !in;L saint	 is :re;ite; =Fr GFGLlarisin> 

�;Maita	 althFL>h the GhilFsFGhP itsel= Gre;ates hiD��� katBarads tea:hin>s	 Garti:LlarlP his 

MieNs F= 8VDV	 eOGerien:e; a reMiMal ;Le tF the inter:LltLral en:FLnter at the :LsG F= 

DF;ernitP	 as Ne nFti:e; a9FMe�  

!FNeMer	 as the (riental :FnstrL:tiFn F= !in;LisD as an aFtherNFrl;lPb reli>iFn Nas taBin> 

=irD rFFts	 it raise; seMeral HLestiFns� �Fr Fne	 ;esGite its aGGeal F= i;ealisD	 seMeral 

(rientalists an; +FDanti:ists reDaine; ;issatis=ie; an; in Gra:ti:e	 �;Maita Nas F=ten

re>ar;e; as lea;in> tF NFrl; resi>natiFn an; HLietisD� �Fr instan:e	 the �Deri:an 

trans:en;entalist +alGh �DersFn 0al;F	 NhF 9FrrFNe; DL:h =rFD �;Maita in ;eMelFGin> his 

i;ea F= the NFrl;
sFLl	 Nas aMerse tF a!in;L HLietisD an; resi>natiFn�b�	 "n;ian thinBers trie; 

tF ;istan:e theDselMes =rFD the Bin; F= NFrl;
;enPin> tFnes that �;Maita Nas >ettin> 

assF:iate; Nith��


�Fr these :riti:s F= �;Maita /e;mnta	 the i;ealisD inherent tF it Nas >ra;LallP :rLD9lin> Ln;er 

the GressLres F= the DF;ern a>e� -his Nas Garti:LlarlP trLe =Fr eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP Nhi:h Nas 

Ger:eiMe; tF 9e raisin> neN :hallen>es =Fr �;Maitads ;F:trine F= 8VDV� 

�::Fr;in> tF +iGLsL;an ,riMastaMa	 an "n;ian GhilFsFGher Nith a =F:Ls Fn "n;ian i;ealisD	 

�;Maitads strL>>le tF :learlP eOGli:ate the ;F:trine F= 8VDV FnlP in:rease; Nith the 

:Fn:lLsiFns F= the eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP that stresse; the realisti: Ln;erstan;in> F= natLre� -his 

is 9e:aLse eMFlLtiFn esta9lishe; that 

&an 4si:5 is a :FDGleO 9ein> an; that all his in>re;ients are eHLallP real an; 
iDGFrtant� 0hen li=e Nas =irst intrF;L:e;	 it ;i; nFt thrFN aNaP Datter 9Lt 
:hFse tF trans=FrD it intF the 9F;P F= Glants� ,iDilarlP	 Din; aGGeare; at the 
sta>e an; Nas intrF;L:e; tF the liMin> hLDan 9F;P Nhi:h :Fntains Datter an; 
li=e	 F= :FLrse in a trans=FrDe; state� -hLs Fne shFLl; nFt assLDe that the 

�� Andrew &ic<olson, &nifying Hinduism (&ew 1ork, &1: Colum6ia University Press, 2010), 1�� Cf. *onald B. 
Inden, Imagining India (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1990).

�� %ysore Hiriyanna, The �ssentials of Indian !hilosophy (London: George Allen � Unwin, 19��), 1��ff.
�� Clarke,  riental �nlightenment, �6.
�� *oy, �nglish (or6s, 1:211–2�� Hiriyanna, The �ssentials, 1�4.

��

�t the :entre F= ,:hFGenhaLerds =as:inatiFn Nith "n;ia Nas the /e;anti: :Fn:eGtiFn 8VDV� 

ClarBe :FDDents	 

�sGe:iallP iDGFrtant =Fr ,:hFGenhaLer Nas the !in;L :Fn:eGt F= 8aDa Nhi:h 
=Fr hiD in;i:ate; the illLsFriness F= the GhenFDenal NFrl; F= DLltiGli:itP	 an; 
the .Ganisha;i: tea:hin> that all thin>s are LltiDatelP Fne aGGeale; tF hiD as 
the Gre:ise eHLiMalent F= his nFtiFn that the aGGarent seGarateness an; 
in;iMi;LalitP F= thin>s is a Din;
Da;e illLsiFn��1

-he ;F:trine F= 8VDV =itte; sF Nell Nith the then GFGLlar  erDan i;ealisD F= ,:hFGenhaLer 

an; $ant	 that )aLl �eLssen	 a  erDan "n;FlF>ist in=lLen:e; 9P $ant an; ,:hFGenhaLer 

:FDDente; that "n;ians  

0ill 9e >reatlP astFnishe; tF =in; in  erDanP the s:ienti=i: sL9strL:tiFn F= 
their FNn GhilFsFGhP	 F= �;Maita /e;anta� �Fr $ant has ;eDFnstrate;	 that 
sGa:e	 tiDe an; :aLsalitP are nFt F9Ae:tiMe realities	 9Lt FnlP sL9Ae:tiMe =FrDs 
F= FLr intelle:t	 an; the LnaMFi;a9le :Fn:lLsiFn is this	 that the NFrl;	 as =ar as 
it is eOten;e; in sGa:e	 rLnnin> Fn in tiDe	 rLle; thrFL>hFLt 9P :aLsalitP	 in sF 
=ar is DerelP a reGresentatiFn F= DP Din; an; nFthin> 9ePFn; it���

�Fr �LrFGean thinBers trPin> tF :FD9at the DaterialisD that ha; =FllFNe; the "n;Lstrial 

+eMFlLtiFn	 the :Fn:eGt F= 8VDV	 Fr the illLsFriness F= the NFrl;	 GrFMe; tF 9e a Lse=Ll tFFl� 

-he Dessa>e F= the iDGerDanen:e F= the NFrl; in their FNn :FnteOt serMe; as a reDin;er tF 

renFLn:e NFrl;lP GleasLres an; seeB Nhat is lastin> an; real� &F;ern !in;L thinBers 

theDselMes alsF thFL>ht that /e;mntads Dessa>e F= 8VDV Nas essential tF :Frre:t the 

DaterialisD F= 0estern sF:ietP�  -he Garallels 9etNeen  erDan i;ealisD an; �;Maita sF 

striBin> that seMeral "n;ian thinBers re=erre; tF �;Maita as a"n;ian ";ealisD�b��

�Lt ;Fes this Dean that the interGretatiFn F= 8VDV as an illLsiFn Nas an (riental GrFAe:tiFn Fr 

an �n>li:an :FnsGira:P� 'i:hFlsFn eOGlains that the eDer>en:e F= 8VDV as a HLintessential 

!in;L tea:hin> Nas the resLlt F= an inter:LltLral en:FLnter	 Nhi:h 9ene=ite; 9Fth Garties 

inMFlMe; in it�  

"n the :ase F= the histFrP F= "n;ian GhilFsFGhP	 the (rientalistsd GriDarP liMin> 
interlF:LtFrs Nere �rahDin GLn;its	 NhF theDselMes ha; a Garti:Llar 
Ln;erstan;in> F= their FNn intelle:tLal tra;itiFns an; NhF ;i; their 9est tF 
GFrtraP theDselMes as essential tF anP (rientalist GrFAe:t tF >FMern a::Fr;in> 
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�� *iDusudan Prasad Srivastava, Contemporary Indian Idealism: (ith $pecial #eference to $Bami 'iAe6ananda�

$ri Aurobindo and $arAepalli #adha6rishnan (Del<i: %otilal Banarsidass, 19�3)� SarveDalli *ad<akris<nan,
An Idealist 'ieB of �ife (London: George Allen � Unwin Ltd., 1932).



70 71

��

tF natiMe :LstFDs an; laNs� -heP Nere alsF ea>er tF >iMe these 0estern 
s:hFlars F= "n;ian GhilFsFGhP Nhat theP Nante;	 sGe:i=i:allP tF GFint theD tF 
the tPGes F= teOts that NFLl; :Fn=irD the �LrFGean stereFtPGe F= "n;ians as 
HLietisti:	 iDGra:ti:al i;ealists NhF ;FL9te; Fr ;enie; the MerP eOisten:e F= the 
GhPsi:al NFrl;� "t is in this NaP that /e;anta	 esGe:iallP the ci;ealistd �;Maita 
/e;anta	 >aine; its DF;ern reGLtatiFn as the essen:e F= the "n;ian Din;���

katBara �alsF sGelt ,hanBara�	 an ��

 Fr ��

:entLrP !in;L saint	 is :re;ite; =Fr GFGLlarisin> 

�;Maita	 althFL>h the GhilFsFGhP itsel= Gre;ates hiD��� katBarads tea:hin>s	 Garti:LlarlP his 

MieNs F= 8VDV	 eOGerien:e; a reMiMal ;Le tF the inter:LltLral en:FLnter at the :LsG F= 

DF;ernitP	 as Ne nFti:e; a9FMe�  

!FNeMer	 as the (riental :FnstrL:tiFn F= !in;LisD as an aFtherNFrl;lPb reli>iFn Nas taBin> 

=irD rFFts	 it raise; seMeral HLestiFns� �Fr Fne	 ;esGite its aGGeal F= i;ealisD	 seMeral 

(rientalists an; +FDanti:ists reDaine; ;issatis=ie; an; in Gra:ti:e	 �;Maita Nas F=ten

re>ar;e; as lea;in> tF NFrl; resi>natiFn an; HLietisD� �Fr instan:e	 the �Deri:an 

trans:en;entalist +alGh �DersFn 0al;F	 NhF 9FrrFNe; DL:h =rFD �;Maita in ;eMelFGin> his 

i;ea F= the NFrl;
sFLl	 Nas aMerse tF a!in;L HLietisD an; resi>natiFn�b�	 "n;ian thinBers trie; 

tF ;istan:e theDselMes =rFD the Bin; F= NFrl;
;enPin> tFnes that �;Maita Nas >ettin> 

assF:iate; Nith��


�Fr these :riti:s F= �;Maita /e;mnta	 the i;ealisD inherent tF it Nas >ra;LallP :rLD9lin> Ln;er 

the GressLres F= the DF;ern a>e� -his Nas Garti:LlarlP trLe =Fr eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP Nhi:h Nas 

Ger:eiMe; tF 9e raisin> neN :hallen>es =Fr �;Maitads ;F:trine F= 8VDV� 

�::Fr;in> tF +iGLsL;an ,riMastaMa	 an "n;ian GhilFsFGher Nith a =F:Ls Fn "n;ian i;ealisD	 

�;Maitads strL>>le tF :learlP eOGli:ate the ;F:trine F= 8VDV FnlP in:rease; Nith the 

:Fn:lLsiFns F= the eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP that stresse; the realisti: Ln;erstan;in> F= natLre� -his 

is 9e:aLse eMFlLtiFn esta9lishe; that 

&an 4si:5 is a :FDGleO 9ein> an; that all his in>re;ients are eHLallP real an; 
iDGFrtant� 0hen li=e Nas =irst intrF;L:e;	 it ;i; nFt thrFN aNaP Datter 9Lt 
:hFse tF trans=FrD it intF the 9F;P F= Glants� ,iDilarlP	 Din; aGGeare; at the 
sta>e an; Nas intrF;L:e; tF the liMin> hLDan 9F;P Nhi:h :Fntains Datter an; 
li=e	 F= :FLrse in a trans=FrDe; state� -hLs Fne shFLl; nFt assLDe that the 

�� Andrew &ic<olson, &nifying Hinduism (&ew 1ork, &1: Colum6ia University Press, 2010), 1�� Cf. *onald B. 
Inden, Imagining India (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1990).

�� %ysore Hiriyanna, The �ssentials of Indian !hilosophy (London: George Allen � Unwin, 19��), 1��ff.
�� Clarke,  riental �nlightenment, �6.
�� *oy, �nglish (or6s, 1:211–2�� Hiriyanna, The �ssentials, 1�4.

��

�t the :entre F= ,:hFGenhaLerds =as:inatiFn Nith "n;ia Nas the /e;anti: :Fn:eGtiFn 8VDV� 

ClarBe :FDDents	 

�sGe:iallP iDGFrtant =Fr ,:hFGenhaLer Nas the !in;L :Fn:eGt F= 8aDa Nhi:h 
=Fr hiD in;i:ate; the illLsFriness F= the GhenFDenal NFrl; F= DLltiGli:itP	 an; 
the .Ganisha;i: tea:hin> that all thin>s are LltiDatelP Fne aGGeale; tF hiD as 
the Gre:ise eHLiMalent F= his nFtiFn that the aGGarent seGarateness an; 
in;iMi;LalitP F= thin>s is a Din;
Da;e illLsiFn��1

-he ;F:trine F= 8VDV =itte; sF Nell Nith the then GFGLlar  erDan i;ealisD F= ,:hFGenhaLer 

an; $ant	 that )aLl �eLssen	 a  erDan "n;FlF>ist in=lLen:e; 9P $ant an; ,:hFGenhaLer 

:FDDente; that "n;ians  

0ill 9e >reatlP astFnishe; tF =in; in  erDanP the s:ienti=i: sL9strL:tiFn F= 
their FNn GhilFsFGhP	 F= �;Maita /e;anta� �Fr $ant has ;eDFnstrate;	 that 
sGa:e	 tiDe an; :aLsalitP are nFt F9Ae:tiMe realities	 9Lt FnlP sL9Ae:tiMe =FrDs 
F= FLr intelle:t	 an; the LnaMFi;a9le :Fn:lLsiFn is this	 that the NFrl;	 as =ar as 
it is eOten;e; in sGa:e	 rLnnin> Fn in tiDe	 rLle; thrFL>hFLt 9P :aLsalitP	 in sF 
=ar is DerelP a reGresentatiFn F= DP Din; an; nFthin> 9ePFn; it���

�Fr �LrFGean thinBers trPin> tF :FD9at the DaterialisD that ha; =FllFNe; the "n;Lstrial 

+eMFlLtiFn	 the :Fn:eGt F= 8VDV	 Fr the illLsFriness F= the NFrl;	 GrFMe; tF 9e a Lse=Ll tFFl� 

-he Dessa>e F= the iDGerDanen:e F= the NFrl; in their FNn :FnteOt serMe; as a reDin;er tF 

renFLn:e NFrl;lP GleasLres an; seeB Nhat is lastin> an; real� &F;ern !in;L thinBers 

theDselMes alsF thFL>ht that /e;mntads Dessa>e F= 8VDV Nas essential tF :Frre:t the 

DaterialisD F= 0estern sF:ietP�  -he Garallels 9etNeen  erDan i;ealisD an; �;Maita sF 

striBin> that seMeral "n;ian thinBers re=erre; tF �;Maita as a"n;ian ";ealisD�b��

�Lt ;Fes this Dean that the interGretatiFn F= 8VDV as an illLsiFn Nas an (riental GrFAe:tiFn Fr 

an �n>li:an :FnsGira:P� 'i:hFlsFn eOGlains that the eDer>en:e F= 8VDV as a HLintessential 

!in;L tea:hin> Nas the resLlt F= an inter:LltLral en:FLnter	 Nhi:h 9ene=ite; 9Fth Garties 

inMFlMe; in it�  

"n the :ase F= the histFrP F= "n;ian GhilFsFGhP	 the (rientalistsd GriDarP liMin> 
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Ln;erstan;in> F= their FNn intelle:tLal tra;itiFns an; NhF ;i; their 9est tF 
GFrtraP theDselMes as essential tF anP (rientalist GrFAe:t tF >FMern a::Fr;in> 
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�� *iDusudan Prasad Srivastava, Contemporary Indian Idealism: (ith $pecial #eference to $Bami 'iAe6ananda�

$ri Aurobindo and $arAepalli #adha6rishnan (Del<i: %otilal Banarsidass, 19�3)� SarveDalli *ad<akris<nan,
An Idealist 'ieB of �ife (London: George Allen � Unwin Ltd., 1932).
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�Lessen an; ,:hFGenhaLer 9Lt alsF the /e;as an; the .Ganisha;s��1 -heir F9serMatiFn F= 

sL9Ae:t
F9Ae:t nFn
;LalitP in HLantLD De:hani:s le; theD tF FGt =Fr �;Maiti: hFlisD FMer 

re;L:tiFnisD	 sF assF:iate; Nith 0estern s:ien:e� -he saDe :FrrelatiFn Nas later et:he; intF 

GFGLlar iDa>inatiFn thrFL>h the Nritin>s F= �ritAF= CaGra�� an;  arP 3LBaM��� -he Garallels 

9etNeen the nFn
;LalitP F= HLantLD De:hani:s an; �;Maita :Fntri9Lte; tF the in=latiFn F= the 

latter as a s:ienti=i: ;F:trine	 an iDa>e that reDains GFGLlar tF ;ate��� -hLs	 /ara;araAa 

+aDan	 an �;Maiti: 9elieMer an; s:ientist hiDsel=	 FGines that Nhen GhPsi:ists sL:h as 

,:hrF;in>er	 �L>ene 0i>ner	 an; �aMi; �FhD saN aDFre than Garallels 9etNeen the :FllaGse 

F= the HLantLD De:hani:al NaMe =Ln:tiFn an; the intertNinin> F= ;@r@>ha 4:Fns:iFLsness5 

an; ;ra6riti 4natLre5^ it re=le:ts as DL:h the FGen
Din;e;ness F= the thinBers a> the intrin>ic 

tr@th content o1 the 8atter inter;rete/�b��

%hir/lD	 inter:LltLral en:FLnters le; tF the GrF;L:tiFn F= seMeral 9inaries that NFLl; in=lLen:e 

s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le =Fr the Pears tF :FDe� �Fth �n>li:ists an; (rientalists	 

Garti:LlarlP +FDanti:ists	 ALOtaGFse; "n;ia an; the 0est a>ainst ea:h Fther 9P ;raNin> sharG 

:Fntrasts 9etNeen theD� �etNeen the tNF sat the ainte>ratiFnistsb NhF tFF F=ten Daintaine; 

that the tNF Nere LnliBe ea:h Fther�  �l9ert ,:hNeitQer	 =Fr eOaDGle	 =FLn; the 0est an; "n;ia 

aentirelP ;i==erentb in that Nhile the 0est is li=e an; NFrl;
a==irDin>	 the latter is li=e an; 

NFrl;
ne>atin>� !FNeMer	 as an inte>ratiFnist	 he 9elieMe; that these ;i==erent stren>ths Nere 

reHLire; tF lea; tF a sPnthesis tFNar;s athe attainDent F= a DPsti:isD F= ethi:al NFrl; an; li=e 

a==irDatiFn�b�	 �::Fr;in> tF )artri;>e	 a/iMeBanan;a Nas GerhaGs the =irst tF ar>Le that the 

�ast an; the 0est haMe ;istin:t stren>ths tF F==er hLDanitP	 an ar>LDent Nhi:h sL9seHLentlP 

entere; 0estern :Fns:iFLsness an; 9e:aDe the :FnMi:tiFn F= DanP ;Lrin> the 1��
s� a BeP 

=eatLre F= GrF>ress Nill 9e the :FD9inin> F= 0estern te:hnFlF>P Nith �astern sGiritLalitP�b�


�LrF9in;F  hFse 9elieMe; that ait DaP Nell 9e that 9Fth ten;en:ies	 the Dental an; the Mital 
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�� Pavan K. Varma, The �reat Hindu CiAilisation: AchieAement� �eglect� �ias and the (ay ForBard (C<ennai:
Westland Pu6lications, 2021), 1��.

�� Varadara>a V. *aman, ‘Science and t<e SDiritual Vision’, *ygon 3�, no. 1 (2002): �9., 1 Italics mine.
�� Al6ert Sc<weitNer, Indian Thought and Its �eAelopment, in (ilco �oo6s (Bom6ay: Wilco Pu6lis<ing House,
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9F;P is the lFNer eleDent =rFD Nhi:h eMil arises� !ere a DarBe; ;eGartLre 
=rFD illLsiFnisti: GhilFsFGhP is F9MiFLs���

-F sLDDarise	 then	 the :FntentiFns arFLn; the natLre F= the Daterial NFrl; at the :LsG F= 

DF;ern s:ien:e in "n;ia eDer>e; =rFD an inter:LltLral en:FLnter� 0ith the rise F= �;Maita an; 

the in:reasin> GFGLlaritP F= eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP	 DF;ern !in;L thinBers =a:e; the Lr>ent tasB 

F= arti:Llatin>  F;�s relatiFnshiG Nith the Daterial NFrl; in a NaP that a:BnFNle;>es the 

realitP F= the Daterial NFrl; NithFLt a9an;Fnin> the �;Maiti: ;F:trine F= 8VDV� 

+1,1 �nterreligi�%s �ial�g%e �n 	aterial ��rld

-he "nter:LltLral en:FLnter 9etNeen �LrFGe an; "n;ia	 �;Maitads entan>leDent Nith +FDanti: 

i;eas	 an; in:reasin> realisD ha; seMeral :FnseHLen:es =Fr interreli>iFLs eO:han>e 9etNeen 

�;Maiti: thinBers an; DF;ern "n;ian Christian interlF:LtFrs =Fr the Pears tF :FDe�

�ir>tlD	 the inter:LltLral en:FLnters :ir:LDstantiallP GFsitiFne; �;Maita as the ;FDinant 

!in;L an; "n;ian MFi:e in the =iel; F= reli>iFn� (riental iDa>inatiFn ha; essentialise; "n;ia 

an; !in;LisD in seMeral NaPs� -he .Ganisha;s 9e:aDe the !in;L s:riGtLres	 aDPsti:isDb

Nas Ger:eiMe; as the natLre F= !in;LisD	 an; /e;mnta	 9P Nhi:h DFst s:hFlars Deant 

�;Maita	 Nas =irDlP esta9lishe; as the :LlDinatin> GFint F= all !in;L thFL>ht��� CFnseHLentlP	 

Fther !in;L s:hFFls F= GhilFsFGhP Nere ;rFNne; FLt =rFD :FnMersatiFn an; en>a>eDent Nith 

�;Maita 9e:aDe a natLral GriFritP =Fr interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le� �FllFNers F= Fther reli>iFns	 

in:lL;in> "n;ian Christians	 ha; tF naMi>ate Nithin this :LltLral DilieL� -his Deans that 

althFL>h Christians en>a>e; Nith Fther s:hFFls F= !in;LisD	�� the territFrP in Nhi:h the 

interreli>iFLs aGFlF>eti:s :FLl; taBe Gla:e	 esGe:iallP that Fn Daterial realitP	 reDaine; 

thFrFL>hlP GerDeate; 9P �;Maita� 

$econ/lD	 inter:LltLral en:FLnters allFNe; �;Maita alsF tF 9e:FDe a ;FDinant MFi:e in "n;ian 

en>a>eDent Nith natLral s:ien:e� ,:ientisatiFn F= �;Maita tFFB a >iant leaG Nhen the 

:FrrelatiFn 9etNeen s:ien:e an; �;Maita
 erDan i;ealisD =FLn; its NaP intF HLantLD 

GhPsi:s Mia 0Fl=>an> )aLli	 'iels �Fhr	 an; �rNin ,:hrZ;in>er	 NhF rea; nFt FnlP )aLl 
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:Fntraste; a>ainst Fther reli>iFns	 Garti:LlarlP ChristianitP	 Nhi:h Nas Ger:eiMe; as a reli>iFn 

F= the :FlFnisers� -he Ger:eiMe; a0esternbness F= 9Fth s:ien:e an; ChristianitP 9Flstere; this 

iDa>e	 as the lF:als F=ten asaN the tNF as Fne Ga:Ba>e	b�� an; F=ten thFL>ht a::eGtin> Fne 

NFLl; lea; tF the Fther�  

-he Gresen:e F= 0estern DissiFnaries an; their GFleDi:s a>ainst !in;LisD alsF GlaPe; a rFle 

in rein=Fr:in> this iDa>e� -F DanP DissiFnaries	 the =in;in>s F= s:ien:e NFrBe; as 

;re;aration eAan2elica =Fr the !in;Ls� �aDFLs "n;FlF>ist #Fhn &Lir	 =Fr instan:e	 in his 

�ata;ari6>ha GLt 9Fth !in;LisD an; ChristianitP tF the atest F= reasFnb	 hFGin> tF ;is:re;it 

the =FrDer an; a==irD the latter� �� CFDDentin> Fn &Lirds NFrB	 +i:har; 2FLn> GFints FLt 

that althFL>h it shFLl; 9e MieNe; in;iMi;LallP an; nFt 9e >eneralise; tF esta9lish a :ertain 

=FrD F= relatiFnshiG 9etNeen !in;Ls an; Christians	 9rFa;lP	  a�Man>eli:als^ Nere 

in=lLen:e; 9P the �nli>htenDent	 an; their ;eGen;en:e Fn ratiFnal ar>LDentatiFn Nas DFre 

:FnsGi:LFLs in &Lirds tiDe than tF;aP�b��  -F DanP !in;Ls	 Fn the Fther han;	 it seeDe; that 

:haDGiFns F= DF;ern s:ien:e an; Christian DissiFnaries NFrBe; han; in >lFMe tF :riti:ise 

the i;FlatrP an; Fther sLGerstitiFLs Gra:ti:es Nitnesse; in "n;ia� �Fth Nere sLsGe:te; F= 

NFrBin> tFNar;s BeeGin> "n;ia :FlFnise;� -hLs	 &aBaran; )aranAaGe	 althFL>h FMerstatin> 

the :ase	 FGines	 a,:ienti=i: eMan>elisD	 alFn> Nith Christian eMan>elisD	 9e:aDe the 

9atterin> raD that trie; tF ;estrFP the tra;itiFnal :LltLres F= "n;ia�b�	

0hat :aDe tF the ai; F= 'eF
!in;L thinBers a>ainst DissiFnarP GFleDi:s Nas the 0estern 

:ritiHLe F= DF;ernitP an; reli>iFn	 Garti:LlarlP ChristianitP	 9P +FDanti: an; Fther thinBers� 
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�1

an; GhPsi:al stress F= �LrFGe an; the sGiritLal an; GsP:hi: iDGLlse F= "n;ia	 are nee;e; =Fr 

the :FDGleteness F= hLDan DFMeDent�b�� � relate; 9Lt DFre GFGLlar 9inarP in the 

inte>ratiFnist aGGrFa:h is that F= the &aterialisti: 0est an; the ,GiritLal �ast�  iMen that 

"n;iads aFtherNFrl;linessb Nas :Fnsi;ere; 9Fth its Mi:e an; MirtLe� a Mi:e as Ger the �n>li:ists 

an; a MirtLe as Ger the +FDanti:ists	 these 9inaries Nere sLstaine;	 hFNeMer LnhelG=Ll theP 

Nere =Fr "n;iads s:ienti=i: ;eMelFGDent��� �lthFL>h :reate; tF eDGhasise the sPnthesis 

9etNeen �ast an; 0est	 in DFst 'eF
!in;L a:FDGleDentarianb Nritin>s	 "n;ian sGiritLalitP 

alDFst alNaPs trLDGe; 0estern DaterialisD��� (n the Fther han;	 =Fr thFse Nith �n>li:ist 

leanin>s	 it =Fstere; the :Fntrast 9etNeen the ;PnaDi: 0est an; stati: �ast	 there9P Mali;atin> 

DF;ernitP	 an; sFDetiDes eMen :FlFnialisD	 as a ALst Deans tF intrF;L:e GrF>ress =rFD 

FLtsi;e "n;ia��1 a"n;ian sGiritLalitPb =Ln:tiFne; at DanP leMels� it F==ere; resistan:e tF the i;ea 

F= GrF>ress an; :FlFnial ;FDinan:e that :aDe Nith it	 :Frre:te; the DisreGresentatiFn F= "n;ia 

as DPsti:al an; 9a:BNar;	�� an; Nas Gresente; as an anti;Fte tF DaterialisD an; re;L:tiFnisD 

F= s:ien:e Nhile alsF allFNin> 'eF
!in;L intelli>entsia tF :laiD the 9est F= s:ien:e	 an; 

:ritiHLe the ;F>DatisD F= reMelatiFn
9ase; reli>iFn	 Garti:LlarlP ChristianitP� -he 9inarP 

9etNeen 0estern DaterialisD an; "n;ian sGiritLalitP reDains a ;FDinatin> trFGe in 

:FnteDGFrarP "n;ian as Nell as inter:LltLral aGGrFa:hes tF s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;is:FLrse	 

;esGite 9ein> >rFsslP FMersiDGli=ie; an; Gra:ti:allP LnhealthP� 'Ft FnlP ;Fes it Ln=airlP Gaint 

0esterners as DFre Daterialisti: than "n;ians an; rFDanti:ise the "n;ian Mi:tiDs F= e:FnFDi: 

inALsti:e as >iGsies in sear:h F= DPsti:al eOGerien:es thrFL>h MFlLntarP GFMertP	 9Lt in ;Fin> 

sF	 it alsF NrFn>lP Gres:ri9es sGiritLal iDGFMerishDent as ne:essarP tF Daterial GrF>ress an; 

Daterial GFMertP as essential tF sGiritLal Nell
9ein>�

�o@rthlD	 inter:LltLral en:FLnters =a:ilitate; s:ientise; �;Maitads :riti:al en>a>eDent Nith 

ChristianitP� �rFD its MerP in:eGtiFn	 the s:ien:e
reli>iFn ;is:LssiFn in "n;ia Nas an

interreli>iFLs :FnMersatiFn ;Le tF its reli>iFLslP GlLral :FnteOt� &FreFMer	 as !in;LisD Nas 

eDer>in> as a natiFnal reli>iFn that NFLl; Lni=P "n;ia a>ainst :FlFnial GFNers	 it ha; tF 9e 
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-he Gresen:e F= 0estern DissiFnaries an; their GFleDi:s a>ainst !in;LisD alsF GlaPe; a rFle 
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��

ChristianitP� ,F a:Lte Nas the Lr>e that %Pnette -histlethNaPte reDarBs that in "n;ia	 the issLe 

Nas 

nFt sF DL:h a Datter F= re:Fn:ilin> reli>iFn an; s:ien:e	 as it Nas F= Lsin> 
Nhat a;Manta>es theP :FLl; =in; in !in;LisDds a;aGta9ilitP tF :FD9at the 
ar>LDents F= ChristianitP an; "slaD� -heir real theFlF>i:al GrF9leD Nas nFt sF 
DL:h a>ainst the inrFa;s F= 0estern s:ien:e	 as a>ainst the GFssi9le inrFa;s F= 
Fther reli>iFns�	�

-he s:ientisatiFn F= �;Maita	 thLs	 9e:aDe a Lse=Ll tFFl nFt FnlP tF tLrn the ta9les a>ainst 

Christian DissiFnarP ar>LDents 9Lt alsF tF 9Lttress the i;entitP F= !in;LisD as a DissiFnarP 

reli>iFn�  

�inallD	 the inter:LltLral en:FLnter Da;e it GFssi9le =Fr "n;ian Christians tF :riti:allP en>a>e 

Nith 'eF
!in;LisD� �lthFL>h !in;L
Christian relatiFns Gre;ate DF;ernitP	 the eDer>en:e F= 

DF;ern s:ien:e raise; neN ;is:LssiFns a9FLt the natLre F= realitP in the :FlFnial an; 

DLltireli>iFLs :FnteOt F= "n;ia� "n the reli>iFLs DilieL ;FDinate; 9P �;Maiti: !in;LisD	 

DF;ern "n;ian Christian theFlF>ians Nere eOGe:te; tF en>a>e Nith it� &F;ern "n;ian 

Christian thinBers F9serMe; that in the NaBe F= >rFNin> realisD	 the ;F:trine F= 8VDV ha; 

tLrne; FLt tF 9e a :FntentiFLs issLe� -heP Lse; these ;eMelFGDents Nithin !in;LisD tF 

initiate an interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le Nith DF;ern !in;L thinBers Fn the natLre F= the Daterial 

NFrl;� "= 'eF
!in;Ls Nere =Fr:e; tF reinterGret 8VDV =Fr DF;ern tiDes Lsin> resFLr:es =rFD 

Nithin their tra;itiFns	 "n;ian Christians en>a>e; Nith 'eF
!in;Ls an; Nith eMFlLtiFnarP 

theFrP 9P harnessin> their FNn theFlF>i:al resFLr:es� 

-hLs	 the inter:LltLral en:FLnter	 "n;ia�s :FlFnial an; DLlti
reli>iFLs settin>	 an; the arriMal F= 

natLral s:ien:e all :LDLlatiMelP GreGare; the >rFLn; =Fr an interreli>iFLs eO:han>e Fn the 

theDe F= the Daterial NFrl;� ,eMeral BeP theDes Nere hi>hli>hte; in the ,:ien:e
�;Maita


"n;ian Christian trialF>Le	 tF Nhi:h Ne tLrn nFN� 

+1-1 Nat%re and S�ien�e in �dvaiti� ��in�ers
"n this se:tiFn	 " en>a>e Nith a =eN 'eF
!in;L thinBers NhF Nere at the =Fre=rFnt in re=le:tin> 

Fn the natLre F= Daterial realitP in the :FnteOt F= DF;ern s:ien:e� �DFn> theD	 " haMe lar>elP 

��Lynette �. L. T<istlet<wayte, ‘T<e *ole of Science in t<e Hindu	C<ristian �ncounter’, in #eligious Traditions
of $outh Asia: Interaction and Change, ed. Geoffrey A. Oddie (Surrey: CurNon Press, 199�), ��.

��

at DanP GFints	 sL:h as its insisten:e Fn creatio ex nihilo	 9elie= in heaMen an; hell	 the 

;F:trine F= a GersFnal  F;	 MiFlen:e in the (l; -estaDent	 Ger:eiMe; a9Lr;enb F= histFrP an; 

;F>Das	 a hierar:hP 9etNeen hLDans an; aniDals	 its histFrP F= 9lFF;she; an; re:FLrse tF 

reMelatiFn� �� �astern GhilFsFGhP	 in :Fntrast	 Nas seen as a natLral reli>iFn`an:ient	 =ree 

=rFD ;F>Das	 9ase; Fn GersFnal eOGerien:e	 ratiFnal an; tFlerant� !elena �laMatsBP	 the 

=FLn;er F= -heFsFGhP	 re>LlarlP :Fn;eDne; the atheFlF>i:al ;F>DatisDb�� F= ChristianitP 

an; the anarrFNness F= sGirit^ ri>i; DaterialisD^ 4an;5 se:tarian ;F>DatisD F= DF;ern 

s:ien:e�b	� "n;ian DF;ern thinBers Nere aMi; rea;ers F= 0estern GhilFsFGhP an; literatLre	 

a:HLainte; Nith the NFrBs F= �aMi; !LDe	  eFr>e !e>el	 "DDanLel $ant	 �rthLr 

,:hFGenhaLer	 Charles �arNin	 �arL:h ,GinFQa	 #Fhn &ill	 �L>Lst CFDte an; !er9ert 

,Gen:er� -hese :riti:al NFrBs Da;e theD aNare F= ChristianitPds strL>>le Nith >rFNin> 

ratiFnalisD in the 0est an; realise	 in the NFr;s F= �erDFt $illin>leP� aChristianitPds 

;i==i:LltP Nas !in;LisDds FGGFrtLnitPb	1 -he 0est Nas seeBin> a reli>iFn :FDGati9le Nith 

=in;in>s F= DF;ern s:ien:e	 an; !in;LisD	 Garti:LlarlP �;Maiti: !in;LisD	 =it the 9ill� -his

le; /iMeBanan;a tF 9Fl;lP GrF:laiD the DissiFnarP :hallen>e	 a&F;ern s:ien:e has 

Ln;erDine; the 9asis F= reli>iFns liBe ChristianitP^� �LrFGe an; �Deri:a are nFN lFFBin> 

tFNar;s "n;ia Nith eOGe:tant ePes� this is the tiDe =Fr GhilanthrFGP	 this is the tiDe tF F::LGP 

the hFstile strFn>hFl;s�b	� (n anFther F::asiFn	 he :laiDe;� a-he salMatiFn F= �LrFGe 

;eGen;s Fn a rationali>tic reli2ion	 an; �;Maita`the nFn
;LalitP	 the (neness	 the i;ea F= the 

"DGersFnal  F;`is the FnlP reli>iFn that :an haMe anP hFl; Fn anP intelle:tLal GeFGle�b	�

&anP F= these DFti=s NFLl; 9e:FDe :FDDFn in 'eF
!in;L aGFlF>eti:s =Fr the Pears tF 

:FDe� 

�ialF>Le 9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn in "n;ia Nas =FrDe; a>ainst the 9a:B;rFG F= this 

:FlFnial an; interreli>iFLs :FnteOt� 'eF
!in;L intelle:tLals Nere nFt DerelP ar>Lin> that 

�;Maita is :FDGati9le Nith s:ien:e 9Lt alsF that	 =Fr the saDe reasFn	 it Nas alsF sLGeriFr tF 

�	 Art<ur Sc<oDen<auer, #eligion: A �ialogue� and  ther �ssays, ed. T. Bailey Saunders (London: George Allen 
� Unwin Ltd, 191�), 10�–1�.

�
 H. P. Blavatsky, Isis &nAeiled: A Master��ey to the Mysteries of Ancient and Modern $cience and Theology
(Los Angeles, CA: T<e T<eosoD<y ComDany, 1931), 1�2.

�� Blavatsky, Isis &nAeiled, 20, �4� %oulton, ‘T<e Beginnings of T<eosoD<ical %ovement in India,� 112.
�1 D. H. Killingley, ‘Y1oga	SutraZ IV, 2	3 and Vivekananda’s InterDretation of �volution’, �ournal of Indian 

!hilosophy 1�, no. 2 ("une 1990): 1��, 2.
�� Swami Vivekananda, The Complete (or6s of $Bami 'iAe6ananda, %ayavati %emorial �dition, IV (Calcutta: 

Advaita As<rama, 19�2), 4��. �or reDeated references to The Complete (or6s of $Bami 'iAe6ananda, I will 
use t<e a66reviation CW from <ere onwards.

�� Swami Vivekananda, The Complete (or6s of $Bami 'iAe6ananda, %ayavati %emorial �dition, II (Calcutta: 
Advaita As<rama, 19�6), 139. Italics mine.
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DL:h a>ainst the inrFa;s F= 0estern s:ien:e	 as a>ainst the GFssi9le inrFa;s F= 
Fther reli>iFns�	�

-he s:ientisatiFn F= �;Maita	 thLs	 9e:aDe a Lse=Ll tFFl nFt FnlP tF tLrn the ta9les a>ainst 

Christian DissiFnarP ar>LDents 9Lt alsF tF 9Lttress the i;entitP F= !in;LisD as a DissiFnarP 

reli>iFn�  

�inallD	 the inter:LltLral en:FLnter Da;e it GFssi9le =Fr "n;ian Christians tF :riti:allP en>a>e 

Nith 'eF
!in;LisD� �lthFL>h !in;L
Christian relatiFns Gre;ate DF;ernitP	 the eDer>en:e F= 

DF;ern s:ien:e raise; neN ;is:LssiFns a9FLt the natLre F= realitP in the :FlFnial an; 

DLltireli>iFLs :FnteOt F= "n;ia� "n the reli>iFLs DilieL ;FDinate; 9P �;Maiti: !in;LisD	 

DF;ern "n;ian Christian theFlF>ians Nere eOGe:te; tF en>a>e Nith it� &F;ern "n;ian 

Christian thinBers F9serMe; that in the NaBe F= >rFNin> realisD	 the ;F:trine F= 8VDV ha; 
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�;Maita


"n;ian Christian trialF>Le	 tF Nhi:h Ne tLrn nFN� 

+1-1 Nat%re and S�ien�e in �dvaiti� ��in�ers
"n this se:tiFn	 " en>a>e Nith a =eN 'eF
!in;L thinBers NhF Nere at the =Fre=rFnt in re=le:tin> 

Fn the natLre F= Daterial realitP in the :FnteOt F= DF;ern s:ien:e� �DFn> theD	 " haMe lar>elP 

��Lynette �. L. T<istlet<wayte, ‘T<e *ole of Science in t<e Hindu	C<ristian �ncounter’, in #eligious Traditions
of $outh Asia: Interaction and Change, ed. Geoffrey A. Oddie (Surrey: CurNon Press, 199�), ��.
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�	 Art<ur Sc<oDen<auer, #eligion: A �ialogue� and  ther �ssays, ed. T. Bailey Saunders (London: George Allen 
� Unwin Ltd, 191�), 10�–1�.

�
 H. P. Blavatsky, Isis &nAeiled: A Master��ey to the Mysteries of Ancient and Modern $cience and Theology
(Los Angeles, CA: T<e T<eosoD<y ComDany, 1931), 1�2.

�� Blavatsky, Isis &nAeiled, 20, �4� %oulton, ‘T<e Beginnings of T<eosoD<ical %ovement in India,� 112.
�1 D. H. Killingley, ‘Y1oga	SutraZ IV, 2	3 and Vivekananda’s InterDretation of �volution’, �ournal of Indian 

!hilosophy 1�, no. 2 ("une 1990): 1��, 2.
�� Swami Vivekananda, The Complete (or6s of $Bami 'iAe6ananda, %ayavati %emorial �dition, IV (Calcutta: 

Advaita As<rama, 19�2), 4��. �or reDeated references to The Complete (or6s of $Bami 'iAe6ananda, I will 
use t<e a66reviation CW from <ere onwards.

�� Swami Vivekananda, The Complete (or6s of $Bami 'iAe6ananda, %ayavati %emorial �dition, II (Calcutta: 
Advaita As<rama, 19�6), 139. Italics mine.
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9e:aDe a sGiritLal re=FrDer	 a GhilFsFGher	 an; a PF>i� !e ;eMelFGe; inte>ral PF>a	 a 

GhilFsFGhP that :FD9ine; Daterial s:ien:e Nith sGiritLal Nis;FD� 

,arMeGalli +a;haBrishnan Nas a tFNerin> GhilFsFGher an; statesDan� !e :Fnse:LtiMelP serMe; 

as the Mi:e Gresi;ent an; Gresi;ent F= "n;ia =rFD 1��� tF 1���� !e GFssesse; iDGe::a9le 

BnFNle;>e F= !in;L intelle:tLal tra;itiFns an; Nas insGire; 9P /iMeBanan;ads elFHLen:e tF 

stL;P !in;L GhilFsFGhP an; a ;esire tF :FLnter the Christian DissiFnarP :riti:s�
� -hrFL>h 

eOtensiMe resear:h an; Nritin>	 +a;haBrishnan en>a>e; Nith 9Fth 0estern :riti:s an; 

a;Dirers	 all the Nhile trPin> tF GrFMi;e a :learer eOGFsitiFn F= /e;mnta that NFLl; 9e releMant 

=Fr DF;ern tiDes�

�s the �ather F= &F;ern "n;ia	 +FP is :Fnsi;ere; tF 9e at the =Fre=rFnt F= the "n;ian 

+enaissan:e	 Nhereas the latter three thinBers are :re;ite; Nith haMin> esta9lishe; an 

aaGFlF>eti: Gatternb that Nas seDinal tF the !in;L +enaissan:e as Nell as !in;LisDds 

relatiFnshiG Nith s:ien:e�
1

-hese intelle:tLals haMe GrF;L:e; an eOtensiMe aDFLnt F= literatLre	 an; it is nFt GFssi9le tF 

:FDGrehensiMelP en>a>e Nith all F= their i;eas� "n the =FllFNin>	 " Nill GFint FLt a =eN theDes 

that eDer>e in their :FnMersatiFn Nith DF;ern s:ien:e an; are Garti:LlarlP releMant tF 

;ialF>Le Nith ChristianitP� %ater	 " Nill en>a>e Nith DF;ern "n;ian Christian thinBers NhF 

resGFn;e; tF the :han>es !in;LisD	 esGe:iallP �;Maita	 Nas eOGerien:in> ;Le tF its :Fnta:t 

Nith DF;ern i;eas Ln;er the in=lLen:e F= 'eF
!in;L lea;ers� -he aiD is tF tra:e DFti=s that 

9e:aDe :entral tF the interreli>iFLs :FnMersatiFn an; >aL>e i= theP are still releMant tF 

=FrDLlate a theFlF>P F= natLre tF;aP�

�'�les o� 
%olution and In%olution

"n /iMeBanan;a	 the Garallel 9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn rLns Fn tNF iDGFrtant theDes	 

naDelP LnitP an; GrF>ress� "t Nas the :FDDFn sear:h =Fr LnitP that :Fnne:te; the sa>es an; 

the s:ientists� #Lst as s:ien:e Nas F::LGie; Nith ;is:FMerin> an; =FrDLlatin> natLral laNs 9P

stL;Pin> GhenFDena :FDDFn in natLre	 the sa>es Nent 9ehin; the DLltiGli:itP F= eOGerien:es 

�� D. %ackenNie Brown, The �ationalist MoAement: Indian !olitical Thought from #anade to �haAe (Berkeley,
CA: University of California Press, 19�0), 1�2–�4.

�1 Age<ananda B<arati, ‘T<e Hindu *enaissance and Its ADologetic Patterns’, The �ournal of Asian $tudies 29,
no. 2 ("une 19�0): 2.
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=F:Lse; Fn +aAa +aDDFhan +FP �1���
1����	 ,NaDi /iMeBanan;a �1���
1�
��	 ,ri 

�LrF9in;F �1���
1��
�	 an; ,arMeGalli +a;haBrishnan �1���
1����� 

0hile +FP is reDeD9ere; =Fr his sF:ial	 GFliti:al an; reli>iFLs re=FrDs	 he Nas alsF 

eOtensiMelP en>a>e; in ;e9ates Nith the ,eraDGFre DissiFnaries	 Garti:LlarlP #FshLa 

&arshDan	 Fn seMeral Christian ;F:trines� 0hile his �rahDF ,aDaA reAe:te; reMelatiFn in

=aMFLr F= ratiFnalisD	 he Nas alsF Fne F= the =irst tF ar>Le that an:ient "n;ia sat at the Ginna:le 

F= BnFNle;>e�	�  

,NaDi /iMeBanan;a	 9Frn 'aren;ranath �atta	 GlaPe; a BeP rFle in 9Fth ne>Ftiatin> the sGa:e 

F= DF;ernitP in !in;L li=e an; in taBin> �;Maiti: !in;LisD tF 0estern shFres� !is >ran;est 

a:hieMeDent is still :Fnsi;ere; tF 9e the ele:tri=Pin> sGee:hes he ;eliMere; at the )arliaDent 

F= the 0Frl;bs +eli>iFns in 1���	 Nhi:h iDGresse; eMerPFne	 9Lt esGe:iallP aneF
+FDanti:sb 

NhF aNel:FDe; an; a9sFr9e; their �astern :FLnterGarts as eOalte; an; eOFti: MersiFns F= 

theDselMes�b		 -his :ataGLlte; hiD tF =aDe as a DF;ern MFi:e F= �;Maita /e;mnta	 esGe:iallP 

in the 0est	 an; he LltiDatelP 9e:aDe Nhat �enAaDin 0alBer :alls athe DFst QealFLs F= 

!in;L DissiFnaries�b	
 �s Fne :FnMin:e; F= the :FDGleDentarP relatiFnshiG 9etNeen /e;mnta

an; DF;ern s:ien:e	 /iMeBanan;a Glanne; tF Nrite a 9FFB Fn the sL9Ae:t� !e Fn:e sai;	 a" 

inten; tF Nrite a 9FFB later Fn in the =FrD F= HLestiFns an; ansNers� -he =irst :haGter Nill 9e 

Fn :FsDFlF>P	 shFNin> the harDFnP 9etNeen /e;anti: theFries an; DF;ern s:ien:e�b	�

/iMeBanan;a�s aD9itiFn ;i; nFt =rL:ti=P ;Le tF his LntiDelP ;eath at the PFLn> a>e F= ��� 

!FNeMer	 he le=t seMeral thFL>hts in his :Flle:te; NFrBs Fn the harDFnP F= s:ien:e an; 

/e;mnta�   

�LrF9in;F Nas 9Frn in Cal:Ltta	 "n;ia	 9Lt re:eiMe; his earlP e;L:atiFn in �n>lan; 9etNeen 

1��� an; 1���	 aNhen the HLestiFn F= eMFlLtiFn ;FDinate; �ritish s:hFlarlP an; GFGLlar 

;is:FLrse�b	� !e AFine; the "n;ian in;eGen;en:e DFMeDent a>ainst :FlFnial rLle 9Lt later 

�� C. %ackenNie Brown, ‘T<ree Historical Pro6es: T<e Western *oots of Avataric �volutionism in Colonial 
India’ 42, no. 2 (200�): 443. See note 11 on Dage 443.

�� Partridge, The #e��nchantment of the (est, 1:93.
�� Ben>amin Walker, ‘Vivekananda’, in Hindu (orld: An �ncylopedic $urAey of Hinduism (London: George 

Allen � Unwin Ltd, 196�), �0.
�	 Swami Vivekananda, The Complete (or6s of $Bami 'iAe6ananda, %ayavati %emorial �dition, V (Calcutta: 

Advaita As<rama, 19�3), 102.
�
 Peter Hee<s, ‘Sri Auro6indo’s T<eory of SDiritual �volution’, in Asian #eligious #esponses to �arBinism:

�Aolutionary Theories in Middle �astern� $outh Asian� and �ast Asian Cultural ConteCts, ed. C<eever
%ackenNie Brown (C<am, SwitNerland: SDringer International Pu6lis<ing, 2020), 16�.
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!ere /iMeBanan;a :alls FLr attentiFn tF the :P:li: GrF:ess F= >rFNth an; ;estrL:tiFn 
Nitnesse; in FLr ;ailP eOGerien:e�  

-he Glant :FDes FLt F= the see;	 >rFNs intF the tree	 :FDGletes the :ir:le	 an; 
:FDes 9a:B tF the see;� -he aniDal :FDes	 liMes a :ertain tiDe	 ;ies	 an; 
:FDGletes the :ir:le� ,F ;Fes Dan� -he DFLntains slFNlP 9Lt sLrelP :rLD9le 
aNaP	 the riMers slFNlP 9Lt sLrelP ;rP LG	 rains :FDe FLt F= the sea	 an; >F 
9a:B tF the sea� �MerPNhere :ir:les are 9ein> :FDGlete;	 9irth	 >rFNth	 
;eMelFGDent	 an; ;e:aP =FllFNin> ea:h Fther Nith DatheDati:al Gre:isiFn� 
-his is FLr eMerP;aP eOGerien:e�
�

-his analF>P F= tree an; see; NFLl; attra:t DanP tF the �astern GhilFsFGhi:al nFtiFn F= 

:P:les	 in:lL;in> the =aDFLs *LantLD GhPsi:ist �rNin ,:hrZ;in>er�
	 �Fr /iMeBanan;a	 the 

=a:t F= :P:les is alsF =FLn; in histFrP	 Nhi:h is reGlete Nith the risin> an; =allin> F= GFNers	 

in:essantlP Fne a=ter anFther�

 (9serMatiFns 9P eMFlLtiFnists eOGlain DerelP hal= F= the 

:P:le`hFN a see; >rFNs intF a tree Fr hFN GFNers rise`9Lt =all shFrt F= eOGlainin> the 

Fther hal=� "nMFlLtiFn stret:hes Gast eMFlLtiFn an; allFNs the latterds restri:te; Gi:tLre tF 9e 

:FDGlete an; =LllP :FnsFnant Nith FLr eMerP;aP eOGerien:e� "n this sense	 a�MerP eMFlLtiFn 

GresLGGFses an inMFlLtiFn�b
�

��"nMFlLtiFn is ;eDan;e; 9P DF;ern s:ien:e�   

�::Fr;in> tF /iMeBanan;a	 ;is9elie= in inMFlLtiFn is :FntrarP tF the sGirit F= s:ien:e� -his is 

9e:aLse	 thFL>h eMFlLtiFn :annFt a::FLnt =Fr the eDer>en:e F= :Fns:iFLsness	 it ;Fes =eel 

:Fnstraine; tF eOGlain the GhenFDenFn� !FNeMer	 :Fns:iFLsness :annFt eDer>e 9P itsel=	 as 

that NFLl; 9e :FntrarP tF the laN F= the :FnserMatiFn F= ener>P� CFns:iFLsness	 there=Fre	 ha; 

tF 9e Gresent in the :hain F= eMFlLtiFn all alFn>� ,F	 he ar>Les	 

2FL BnFN 9P DatheDati:al reasFnin> that the sLD tFtal F= the ener>P that is 
;isGlaPe; in the LniMerse is the saDe thrFL>hFLt� 2FL :annFt taBe aNaP Fne 
atFD F= Datter Fr Fne =FFt
GFLn; F= =Fr:e� 2FL :annFt a;; tF the LniMerse Fne 
atFD F= Datter Fr Fne =FFt
GFLn; F= =Fr:e� �s sL:h	 eMFlLtiFn ;Fes nFt :FDe 
FLt F= QerF� then Nhere ;Fes it :FDe =rFD� �rFD GreMiFLs inMFlLtiFn� -he 
:hil; is the Dan inMFlMe;	 an; the Dan is the :hil; eMFlMe;� -he see; is the 
tree inMFlMe;	 an; the tree is the see; eMFlMe;�
�

�� Vivekananda, C(, II, 226–2�.
�� Sc<rRdinger, My 'ieB of the (orld.
�� Vivekananda, C(, IV, 120.
�	 Vivekananda, C(, II, ��. 20�� Vivekananda, C(, V, 2��.
�
 Vivekananda, C(, II, 22�.

��

tF seeB the natLre F= Nhat Nas :FDDFn in hLDanitP _ :Fns:iFLsness� &F;ern s:ien:e	 he 

:laiDe;	 re:F>nise; that 9ehin; all =FrDs an; shaGes laP  

Fne sL9stan:e	 Dani=estin> in ;i==erent NaPs an; MariFLs =FrDs� the Fne li=e 
that rLns thrFL>h all liBe a :FntinLFLs :hain	 F= Nhi:h all these MariFLs =FrDs 
reGresent the linBs	 linB a=ter linB	 eOten;in> alDFst in=initelP	 9Lt F= the saDe 
Fne :hain� -his is Nhat is :alle; eMFlLtiFn� "t is an Fl;	 Fl; i;ea	 as Fl; as 
hLDan sF:ietP	 FnlP it is >ettin> =resher an; =resher as hLDan BnFNle;>e is 
GrF>ressin>�
�

-his GarallelisD ;Fes nFt Dean that the sa>es BneN s:ienti=i: i;eas	 sL:h as the theFrP F= 

eMFlLtiFn in all its ;etails	 as the s:ientists NFLl;� -heP Nere instea; DFre intereste; in 

>eneralisatiFns an; ;i; nFt haMe tiDe =Fr ;etails� "n =a:t	 in this	 theP GrFMi;e; 9rFa; FLtlines 

an; le=t it =Fr the s:ientists tF NFrB FLt the ;etails� 

-he se:Fn; theDe F= linear GrF>ress Fr >rFNth	 GrFGFLn;e; 9P eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP	 

a::Fr;in> tF /iMeBanan;a	 Nas Nell a:BnFNle;>e; in !in;LisD� a-he i;ea F= eMFlLtiFn Nas 

tF 9e =FLn; in the /e;as lFn> 9e=Fre the Christian era� 9Lt Lntil �arNin sai; it Nas trLe	 it 

Nas re>ar;e; as a Dere !in;L sLGerstitiFn�b
�

-he sa>es	 hFNeMer	 rea:he; Nhere eMFlLtiFnists :annFt	 9e:aLse Nhile the latter :an F9serMe 

FnlP the GhPsi:al GhenFDena	 the =FrDer BneN the sta>es F= li=e 9ePFn; eMFlLtiFn� -his 

GrF:ess /iMeBanan;a :alls inMFlLtiFn	 a :Fn:eGt that	 a::Fr;in> tF )eter !eehs Nas =irst 

intrF;L:e; 9P  eral; &asseP in his 9FFB �oncernin2 $;irit@ali>8	 an; ;isseDinate; aDFn> 

�astern thinBers 9P !elena �laMatsBP�
� "= eMFlLtiFn eOGlains hFN	 tF Lse /iMeBanan;ads 

GhraseFlF>P	 the >rFss Datter 9e:FDes =ine� inMFlLtiFn ;es:ri9es hFN Ne ha; a >rFss Datter 

in the =irst Gla:e Fr hFN =iner Datters ha; 9e:FDe >rFss 9e=Fre 9e>innin> tF 9e:FDe =iner 

a>ain� "nMFlLtiFn an; eMFlLtiFn	 =Fr hiD	 tF>ether =FrD an eternal :P:le	 the =FrDer si>ni=Pin> 

the trans=FrDatiFn F= sL9tle Datter intF >rFss =FrD an; the latter F= >rFss intF sL9tle�

/iMeBanan;a 9ases his :ase =Fr inMFlLtiFn Fn at least tNF GreDises� 

1� "nMFlLtiFn is ;eDan;e; 9P FLr :FDDFn hLDan eOGerien:e� 

�� Vivekananda, C(, II, 22�.
�� Swami Vivekananda, The Complete (or6s of $Bami 'iAe6ananda, %ayavati %emorial �dition, VIII (Calcutta: 

Advaita As<rama, 19�1), 2�.
�� Hee<s, ‘Sri Auro6indo’s T<eory of SDiritual �volution’, 1�0.
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Nhen the eMFlLtiFn has rea:he; its Qenith	 the NFrl; Nill nFt ;isaGGear 9Lt Nill 9e 

trans=FrDe; an; 9e Gart F= a-he %i=e �iMine�b�� -his is NhP �LrF9in;F :alls his GhilFsFGhP 

realisti: �;Maita��	

�lthFL>h +a;haBrishnan ;Fes nFt Lse the NFr; ainMFlLtiFnb F=ten	 he taBes the eMFlLtiFnarP 

theFrP =Lrther 9P sPnthesisin> �;Maita Nith !e>elds i;ea F= the �9sFlLte ,Girit� �s in 

�LrF9in;F	 the NFrl; is the Dani=estatiFn F= Fne F= the DanP GFssi9ilities in �rahDan� 

!FNeMer	 sin:e its eOisten:e is 9P ;i==erentiatiFn	 a GrF:ess F= eMFlLtiFn 9e>ins that Nhi:h 

:LlDinates in its retLrn tF the �9sFlLte� -he �9sFlLte is :FnsL9stantial Nith the Vt8an �sGirit� 

in an in;iMi;Lal 9ein> an; :FnstantlP GLlls hiD tFNar;s the ,el=��


+a;haBrishnan :Fnsi;ers that a"= the NFrl; is sarsVra	 DFMeDent	 Ne DLst =in; in GhPsi:al 

natLre alsF transitiFn an; >ra;atiFn�b�� !e =Lrther en>a>es Nith !enri �er>Dands :reatiMe Fr 

eDer>ent eMFlLtiFn an; ar>Les :Fn:ernin> eMFlLtiFn in natLre that a"= eMFlLtiFn Deans an 

Ln=Fl;in> F= Nhat is alrea;P in 9ein>	 eDer>en:e :an FnlP 9e the eDer>in> Fr the :FDin> intF 

MieN F= Nhat is alrea;P :Fntaine; in it	 thFL>h hi;;en�b��

"n resGFnse tF the F9Ae:tiFn that �;Maita Gla:es Din; 9e=Fre Datter in sL>>estin> the 

9e>innin> F= the :FsDi: GrF:ess =rFD the �9sFlLte tF "ts ;es:ent intF Datter	 he eOGlains	 

a-he GhilFsFGhP F= i;ealisD ;Fes nFt ;enP the =a:ts F= eMFlLtiFn� "t ;Fes nFt saP that hLDan 

9ein>s Nere =FLn; 9e=Fre the earth Nas� 0hen the i;ealist a==irDs the GriDa:P F= Din;	 it is 

nFt the Din; F= this Fr that in;iMi;Lal that is sF GFsite;	 9Lt the sLGreDe Din;�b��

!FNeMer	 Nhile the atteDGt tF sPnthesise eMFlLtiFn Nith �;Maita 9P these an; Fther 'eF


!in;L thinBers lFFBs strai>ht=FrNar;	 it i>nFres seMeral GFints F= tensiFn that eDer>e =rFD the 

sPnthesis� �erDFt $illin>leP GFints FLt a =eN :Fntrasts� Nhile aeMFlLtiFnb in the GFGLlar 

a::FLnts F= the eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP NFLl; Dean aGrF>ressb	 in !in;L DPthFlF>P	 the 

in:reasin> ;i==eren:e 9etNeen �rahDan an; )raBvti Nas :Fnsi;ere; ;e:line� GrF>ress tFNar;s 

	� Hee<s notices t<at t<e idea of Life Divine <ad C<ristian roots, t<oug< t<e idea itself was DoDularised 6y writers 
suc< as Annie Besant and %adame Blavatsky. Auro6indo mig<t <ave Dicked it uD during <is time in 
�ngland. Peter Hee<s, ‘Sri Auro6indo’s T<eory of SDiritual �volution’, 1��.

	� Sri Auro6indo, ‘Letters of Sri Auro6indo: Integral 1oga and Ot<er Pat<s’, accessed 4 %arc< 2021, 
<ttDs:��www.auro6indo.ru�workings�letters�0001�0000��3e.<tm.

	� T<is is summarised well in K C %at<ew, ‘*ad<akris<nan’s and Brunner’s Ant<roDologies: A ComDarison’,
Indian �ournal of Theology 6, no. 2 (19��): 29, 2.

		 *ad<akris<nan, An Idealist 'ieB, 226.
	
 *ad<akris<nan, An Idealist 'ieB, 240.

� *ad<akris<nan, An Idealist 'ieB, 320.

��

"n a;;itiFn tF eMFlLtiFn	 DF;ern :FsDFlF>P tFF sLGGFrts the :P:li: GrF:ess� -hLs	 he saPs 

a>ain	  

0e BnFN thrFL>h DF;ern s:ien:e an; astrFnFDP that this earth is :FFlin> 
;FNn	 an; in :FLrse F= tiDe it Nill 9e:FDe MerP :Fl;	 an; then it Nill 9reaB tF 
Gie:es an; 9e:FDe =iner an; =iner Lntil it 9e:FDes ether Fn:e DFre� 2et the 
Garti:les Nill all reDain tF =FrD the Daterial FLt F= Nhi:h anFther earth Nill 9e 
GrFAe:te;� �>ain that Nill ;isaGGear	 an; anFther Nill :FDe FLt� ,F this 
LniMerse Nill >F 9a:B tF its :aLses	 an; a>ain its Daterials Nill :FDe tF>ether 
an; taBe =FrD	 liBe the NaMe that >Fes ;FNn	 rises a>ain	 an; taBes shaGe� -he 
a:ts F= >Fin> 9a:B tF :aLses an; :FDin> FLt a>ain	 taBin> =FrD	 are :alle; in 
,ansBrit ,anBF:ha an; /iBTsha	 Nhi:h Dean shrinBin> an; eOGan;in>���

/iMeBanan;ads a::eGtan:e F= eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP Nas nFt NhFlesale	 hFNeMer� !e ha; 

laDente; the theFrPds liDitatiFn in re:F>nisin> inMFlLtiFn an; there9P ne>le:tin> Dan�s 

sGiritLal natLre� 

�LrF9in;F a>ree; Nith /iMeBanan;a that eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP ha; =aile; tF >iMe an a::FLnt F= 

the sFLlds Fri>in	 Nhi:h reHLire; inMFlLtiFn as a ne:essarP Gre:LrsFr tF eMFlLtiFn� �Fr hiD	 

DFreFMer	 0estern MieNs Fn eMFlLtiFn aare eOistential	 intelle:tLal an; :FsDi: in FLtlFFB	 9Lt 

theP la:B the reHLisite sGiritLal stan;GFint^ 4Nhereas5 the "n;ian MieNs are thFrFL>hlP 

sGiritLal� �Lt their Dain ;e=e:t is that theP haMe an in;iMi;Lalisti: FLtlFFB	 an; theP are stati: 

in :hara:ter�b�1 �FllFNin> this	 �LrF9in;F =Lrther a;;s seMeral laPers Nithin the :P:le F= 

eMFlLtiFn an; inMFlLtiFn� )eter !eehs eOGlFres sele:tiMe Nritin>s F= �LrF9in;F an; helG=LllP 

sLDDarises �LrF9in;Fds inte>ral theFrP F= eMFlLtiFn
inMFlLtiFn in seMen sta>es thLs�

�1� the (ne �ein> an; CFns:iFLsness� ��� its inMFlLtiFn intF Ln:Fns:iFLs 
Datter� ��� the eMFlLtiFn F= :Fns:iFLsness in li=e an; Din;� ��� the Garallel 
eMFlLtiFn F= the sFLl thrFL>h the GrF:ess F= re9irth� ��� a =Lrther sGiritLal 
eMFlLtiFn	 lea;in> tF ��� the eDer>en:e F= a sGiritLal an; sLGraDental 
:Fns:iFLsness	 an; ��� the eMentLal trans=FrDatiFn an; ;iMiniQatiFn F= li=e���

!eehs nFtes that �LrF9in;Fds GhilFsFGhP	 in its eDGhasis Fn the this
NFrl;lP GrF:ess F= 

eMFlLtiFn	 is DFre NFrl;
a==irDin> than his Gre;e:essFrs��� ,iDilarlP	 ,riMastaMa nFtes	 a-his 

hi>her	 inert Datter	 li=e Fr :Fns:iFLsness^ Nhen it aGGears ;Fes nFt reAe:t the lFNer 9Lt 

taBes it LG as it Nere an; trans=FrDs it ra;i:allP�b�� &FreFMer	 in �LrF9in;Fds es:hatFlF>P	 

	� Vivekananda, C(, II, 426–2�.
	1 *. S. Srivastava, ‘T<e Integralist T<eory of �volution’, in The Integral !hilosophy of $ri Aurobindo, ed. 

Haridas C<aud<uri and �rederic SDiegel6erg (London: George Allen � Unwin Ltd., 1960), 133.
	� Hee<s, ‘Sri Auro6indo’s T<eory of �volution’, 169.
	� Brown, Hindu !erspectiAes on �Aolution, ��.
	� Srivastava, Contemporary Indian Idealism, �2.
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theFrP =Lrther 9P sPnthesisin> �;Maita Nith !e>elds i;ea F= the �9sFlLte ,Girit� �s in 

�LrF9in;F	 the NFrl; is the Dani=estatiFn F= Fne F= the DanP GFssi9ilities in �rahDan� 

!FNeMer	 sin:e its eOisten:e is 9P ;i==erentiatiFn	 a GrF:ess F= eMFlLtiFn 9e>ins that Nhi:h 

:LlDinates in its retLrn tF the �9sFlLte� -he �9sFlLte is :FnsL9stantial Nith the Vt8an �sGirit� 

in an in;iMi;Lal 9ein> an; :FnstantlP GLlls hiD tFNar;s the ,el=��


+a;haBrishnan :Fnsi;ers that a"= the NFrl; is sarsVra	 DFMeDent	 Ne DLst =in; in GhPsi:al 

natLre alsF transitiFn an; >ra;atiFn�b�� !e =Lrther en>a>es Nith !enri �er>Dands :reatiMe Fr 

eDer>ent eMFlLtiFn an; ar>Les :Fn:ernin> eMFlLtiFn in natLre that a"= eMFlLtiFn Deans an 

Ln=Fl;in> F= Nhat is alrea;P in 9ein>	 eDer>en:e :an FnlP 9e the eDer>in> Fr the :FDin> intF 

MieN F= Nhat is alrea;P :Fntaine; in it	 thFL>h hi;;en�b��

"n resGFnse tF the F9Ae:tiFn that �;Maita Gla:es Din; 9e=Fre Datter in sL>>estin> the 

9e>innin> F= the :FsDi: GrF:ess =rFD the �9sFlLte tF "ts ;es:ent intF Datter	 he eOGlains	 

a-he GhilFsFGhP F= i;ealisD ;Fes nFt ;enP the =a:ts F= eMFlLtiFn� "t ;Fes nFt saP that hLDan 
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	� Hee<s notices t<at t<e idea of Life Divine <ad C<ristian roots, t<oug< t<e idea itself was DoDularised 6y writers 
suc< as Annie Besant and %adame Blavatsky. Auro6indo mig<t <ave Dicked it uD during <is time in 
�ngland. Peter Hee<s, ‘Sri Auro6indo’s T<eory of SDiritual �volution’, 1��.

	� Sri Auro6indo, ‘Letters of Sri Auro6indo: Integral 1oga and Ot<er Pat<s’, accessed 4 %arc< 2021, 
<ttDs:��www.auro6indo.ru�workings�letters�0001�0000��3e.<tm.

	� T<is is summarised well in K C %at<ew, ‘*ad<akris<nan’s and Brunner’s Ant<roDologies: A ComDarison’,
Indian �ournal of Theology 6, no. 2 (19��): 29, 2.

		 *ad<akris<nan, An Idealist 'ieB, 226.
	
 *ad<akris<nan, An Idealist 'ieB, 240.

� *ad<akris<nan, An Idealist 'ieB, 320.
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	� Vivekananda, C(, II, 426–2�.
	1 *. S. Srivastava, ‘T<e Integralist T<eory of �volution’, in The Integral !hilosophy of $ri Aurobindo, ed. 

Haridas C<aud<uri and �rederic SDiegel6erg (London: George Allen � Unwin Ltd., 1960), 133.
	� Hee<s, ‘Sri Auro6indo’s T<eory of �volution’, 169.
	� Brown, Hindu !erspectiAes on �Aolution, ��.
	� Srivastava, Contemporary Indian Idealism, �2.
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�Fr +FP	 8VDV iDGlie;	 aGriDarilP	 the GFNer F= :reatiFn	 an; se:Fn;arilP	 its e==e:t	 Nhi:h is 

the .niMerse�b &FreFMer	 as a Dani=estatiFn F=  F;	 the NFrl; is :Fntin>ent in that ait has nF 

in;eGen;ent eOisten:e	 that it re:eiMes =rFD the eOisten:e =rFD the ,LGreDe �ein>�b�	

�Fr /iMeBanan;a	 8VDV :FLl; haMe Deant Da>i: Fr illLsiFn in the Gast	 he sai;	 9Lt nFN it has 

eMFlMe; intF its =Lller Deanin>	 Nhi:h	 a::Fr;in> tF �;Maita	 is rather a astateDent F= =a:ts	b�


a 9lLnt a:BnFNle;>eDent F= the :Fntra;i:tFriness eMi;en:e; in the hLDan eOGerien:e F= the 

NFrl; _ the ineOGli:a9le ;i==eren:e 9etNeen the GFFr an; the ri:h	 li=e an; ;eath	 ALsti:e an; 

inALsti:e tF naDe a =eN� /iMeBanan;a sai; �;Maitads :all is tF eD9ra:e 8VDV in all its 

:Fntra;i:tFriness an;	 in ;Fin> sF	 rise 9ePFn; it tF rea:h FLt tF the a(ne rLnnin> thrFL>h 

all�b�� 0hen asBe; a9FLt the realitP F= the NFrl;	 he a:BnFNle;>e;	 a"n DP FGiniFn eOternal 

NFrl; is :ertainlP an entitP an; has an eOisten:e FLtsi;e F= FLr Dental :Fn:eGtiFns�b��

�lthFL>h �LrF9in;F	 tFF	 laDente; �;Maitads assF:iatiFn Nith illLsiFnisD an; 9laDe; 

�L;;histi: in=lLen:es =Fr it	 he alsF a>ree; that katBarads Fne
si;e; Gi:tLre F= a stati:  F; le; 

hiD tF ne>atiFn Fr strL>>le Nith eOGlainin> :reatiFn� "nstea;	 he =FLn; katBarads tNF
tiere; 

9i=Lr:atiFn F= realitP intF ADaAahVra �:FDDFnlP translate; as aGra:ti:alb� an; the .ltiDate 

+ealitP F= �rahDan BnFNn as !ara8Vrthi6a �literallP Deanin> athat F= LltiDate Deanin>b� 

leMels GrF9leDati: an; his e==Frts tF isFlate  F; =rFD anP a:tiFn ;issatis=Pin> 9Fth tF reasFn 

an; eOGerien:e�1��

"n Fne F= his letters	 he sai;	 

^ it is har;lP reasFna9le tF sLGGFse that the eternal +ealitP allFNs the 
eOisten:e F= an eternal illLsiFn Nith Nhi:h it has nFthin> tF ;F Fr that it 
sLGGFrts an; en=Fr:es Fn 9ein� a Main :FsDi: illLsiFn an; has nF GFNer =Fr 
anP Fther an; real a:tiFn^� "t is har;lP GFssi9le tF sLGGFse that the �iMine 
+ealitP has nF GFNer Fr =Fr:e Fr that its FnlP GFNer is tF :reate a LniMersal 
=alsehFF;	 a :FsDi: lie _ 8ithDV�1�1

�LrF9in;F hiDsel=	 there=Fre	 tLrne; tF the SV6ta tra;itiFn	 Nhi:h stresse;  F;ds natLre as 

;PnaDi: an; 8VDV as the GFNer thrFL>h Nhi:h the �iMine Dani=ests hiDsel= in the Daterial 

NFrl;� "n his �;Maiti: s:heDe	 the realitP F= the NFrl; laP in the realitP F= �rahDan NhF is at 


� *oy, �nglish (or6s �, 1:219.

� Vivekananda, C(, II, ��	�9. 10�.

	 Vivekananda, C(, II, 11�.


 Vivekananda, C(, V, 312.
1�� Sri Auro6indo, �etters of $ri Aurobindo (Bom6ay: Sri Auro6indo Circle, 19�0).
1�1 Sri Auro6indo, �etters on )oga, vol. II (Pondic<erry: Sri Auro6indo As<ram Pu6lication DeDartment, 2024),

394.

�1

8o6]a �>enerallP translate; salMatiFn� in !in;L Ln;erstan;in> is Da;e 9P athe rare 

in;iMi;Lalb	 an; nFt the entire :FsDFs� liBeNise in !in;L DPthFlF>P Fne :annFt re:eiMe 

8o6]a Lnless re9Frn as a hLDan 9ein>	 LnliBe eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP	 Nhi:h ;Fes nFt as:ri9e anP 

sGe:ial rFle tF hLDans��1 &FreFMer	 !in;L a::FLnts F= eMFlLtiFn F=ten eOGlain aNaP the 

strL>>le =Fr sLrMiMal that is Gart an; Gar:el F= natLral sele:tiFn� 

"n a;;itiFn tF ar>Lin> =Fr �;Maitads :FDGati9ilitP Nith s:ien:e	 'eF
!in;L a;FGtiFn F= 

eMFlLtiFn alsF helGe; theD ;eMelFG an anti
Christian GFleDi:� /iMeBanan;a Garti:LlarlP 

ar>Le; that lFn>er GeriF;s F= eMFlLtiFnarP GrF>ress are :Fnsistent Nith !in;LisDds 9elie= in 

D@2a Fr 6al;a�� 9Lt :Fntra;i:ts the Christian 9elie= F= a �



Pear
Fl; LniMerse� &Fre than 

Fn:e	 he retFrte;	 a,iO thFLsan; Pears a>F  F; NFBe LG =rFD !is ;reaD an; :reate; the 

NFrl;	 9e=Fre that there Nas nFthin>� 0hat Nas  F; ;Fin> then	 taBin> a >FF; naG�b��

%iBeNise	 he ar>Le; that Nhile eMFlLtiFn	 9P esta9lishin> an inseGara9le linB 9etNeen all li=e	 

sLGGFrts the !in;L MieN F= transDi>ratiFn 9etNeen ;i==erent 9F;ies	 the Christian NFrl;MieN 

sLGGFses a ra;i:al ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen the aniDal NFrl; an; the hLDan NFrl;� �;;itiFnallP	 

9P GFsitin> a GersFnal  F; NhF NFrBs =rFD FLtsi;e natLre	 Christians MiFlate the MerP natLre 

F= s:ienti=i: eOGlanatiFn Nhi:h is an atteDGt tF eOGlain natLre =rFD natLre`�9ase; LGFn the 

natLre F= the thin> itsel=	b`an; there=Fre theirs is a aMerP Lns:ienti=i: theFrP�b��

	i%erse 
eanings o� 
)')

�s Ne nFti:e; earlier	 at the :entre F= the :har>es F= aFtherNFrl;linessb F= !in;LisD lie the 

�;Maiti: theFrP F= 8VDV� !FNeMer	 +FP	 /iMeBanan;a an; +a;haBrishnan all :Fn:lL;e; that 

the illLsFrP natLre F= the Daterial LniMerse attri9Lte; tF �;Maita Nas aCrPGtF
�L;;histi:b an; 

an (riental DistaBe F= ne>le:tin> the ;i==eren:e 9etNeen !in;LisD an; �L;;hisD��� 'eF


!in;L thinBers	 there=Fre	 en;FNe; the terD Nith Deanin>s	 DanP F= Nhi:h Nere nFt entirelP 

alien tF !in;L theFlF>P�  


1 Killingley, ‘Y1oga	SutraZ IV, 2	3 and Vivekananda’s InterDretation of �volution’, 1�3–�4.

� In Puranic myt<ology, eac< day of Bra<man is known as KalDa and nig<t is known as Pralaya, eac< is

eEuivalent to 4.32 6illion <uman years. �ac< kalDa is made of t<ousand yuga cycles. One yuga cycle marks
comDletion of four yugas, namely: Satya yuga, Treta yuga, DvaDar yuga and Kali yuga. �ac< yuga is s<orter
t<an t<e Dreceding one, and is marked 6y steady decline in morality, until finally God intervenes and restores
t<e eart< to Satya	yuga, w<ic< is of 1,�2�,000 <uman years and longest of all. T<e durations of ot<er years
follow t<e Dattern of 4:3:2:1.  


� Vivekananda, C(, IV, ��.

� Vivekananda, C(, II, 330.

� *oy, �nglish (or6s, 1:219� S *ad<akris<nan, ‘T<e Vedanta P<ilosoD<y and t<e Doctrine of %aya’,

International �ournal of �thics 24, no. 4 (1914): 433, 4.
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!in;L thinBers	 there=Fre	 en;FNe; the terD Nith Deanin>s	 DanP F= Nhi:h Nere nFt entirelP 

alien tF !in;L theFlF>P�  


1 Killingley, ‘Y1oga	SutraZ IV, 2	3 and Vivekananda’s InterDretation of �volution’, 1�3–�4.

� In Puranic myt<ology, eac< day of Bra<man is known as KalDa and nig<t is known as Pralaya, eac< is

eEuivalent to 4.32 6illion <uman years. �ac< kalDa is made of t<ousand yuga cycles. One yuga cycle marks
comDletion of four yugas, namely: Satya yuga, Treta yuga, DvaDar yuga and Kali yuga. �ac< yuga is s<orter
t<an t<e Dreceding one, and is marked 6y steady decline in morality, until finally God intervenes and restores
t<e eart< to Satya	yuga, w<ic< is of 1,�2�,000 <uman years and longest of all. T<e durations of ot<er years
follow t<e Dattern of 4:3:2:1.  


� Vivekananda, C(, IV, ��.

� Vivekananda, C(, II, 330.

� *oy, �nglish (or6s, 1:219� S *ad<akris<nan, ‘T<e Vedanta P<ilosoD<y and t<e Doctrine of %aya’,

International �ournal of �thics 24, no. 4 (1914): 433, 4.
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Da>aQine rLn 9P the �aGtist &issiFnarP ,F:ietP at ,eraDGFre	 +FP ar>Le; that creatio ex 

nihilo Nas illF>i:al an; LnreasFna9le� &FreFMer	 a::eGtin> it NFLl; Dean a>ainst the ;esi>n 

ar>LDent	 the en; F= natLral theFlF>P an; a tLrn tF atheisD�1��

/iMeBanan;a	 hFNeMer	 Nas the DFst FLtsGFBen :riti: F= creatio ex nihilo� �Fr hiD	 it 

:Fntra;i:te; eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP Nhi:h ha; esta9lishe; that :aLse an; e==e:t are nFt seGarate� 

"n =a:t	 !in;L an; Christian theFlF>ies haMe ;i==erent atheFries F= Fri>inatiMe :aLsalitP�b1�� �ll 

!in;L s:hFFls F= GhilFsFGhP hFl; tF the ;F:trine F= ,atBmrPaMm;a	 Fri>inallP esGFLse; 9P 

,aDBhPa	 the earliest s:hFFl F= "n;ian GhilFsFGhP� +enFNne; "n;ian GhilFsFGher �iDal 

$rishna &atilal eOGlains ,atBmrPaMm;a thLs� 

-he ;F:trine Deans that the sF
:alle; e==e:t GreeOists in its :aLse	 :aLsatiFn 
9ein> DerelP a :han>e F= trans=FrDatiFn =rFD Fne state tF anFther Nhile the 
Fri>inal cthin>d^ reDains :Fnstant an; Ln:han>in>� �n e==e:t Deans a :han>e 
in FnlP the attri9Ltes Fr :hara:teristi:s F= the thin>	 a neN state F= a==airs 
Deans Dani=estatiFn F= Nhat Nas GFtentiallP Gresent^ in the earlP state F= 
a==airs	 that is	 in its sF
:alle; :aLse�11�

� stan;ar; eOaDGle F= a :aLse
e==e:t relatiFnshiG is a sesaDe see;`Nhi:h	 Nhen Gresse;	 

GrF;L:es Fil	 an e==e:t that laPs as GFtential in the see;� this is nFt the :ase Nith san;	 Nhi:h 

;Fes nFt haMe Fil as its GFtential GrFGertP�111

/iMeBanan;a 9elieMe; the eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP an; the =irst laN F= the :FnserMatiFn F= ener>P

ha;	 9ePFn; ;FL9t	 esta9lishe; that nFthin> neN :an :FDe intF eOisten:e 9e:aLse ae==e:t is 

:aLse in anFther =FrD	 a rea;ALstDent F= the :aLse	 an; the :aLse taBes the =FrD F= the 

e==e:t�b11� "= there Nas a tiDe Nhen the e==e:t ;i; nFt eOist	 it =FllFNe; that the :aLse ;i; nFt 

eOist either�11� CFns:iFLsness	 =Fr hiD	 :FLl; nFt eDer>e =rFD Datter either	 as that NFLl; 

1�	 Brown, Hindu !erspectiAes on �Aolution, ��.
1�
 ". ". LiDner, ‘T<e C<ristian and Vedcntic T<eories of Originative Causality: A Study in Transcendence and 

Immanence’, !hilosophy �ast and (est 2�, no. 1 (19��): 1.
11� Bimal Kris<na %atilal, ‘Causality in t<e &ycya	Vaibeiika Sc<ool’, !hilosophy �ast and (est 2�, no. 1 

(19��): 43, 1.
111 Dermot Killingley, ‘Hinduism, Darwinism and �volution in Late &ineteent<	Century India’, in Charles 

�arBinLs The  rigin of $pecies: �eB Interdisciplinary �ssays, ed. David Amigoni and "eff Wallace 
(%anc<ester: %anc<ester University Press, 199�), 1��. Samk<ya itself does not Dosit a God for t<e creation
of t<e world, rat<er assumes an eternal duality 6etween Durus<a (Dure consciousness or self) and Drakhti
(nature). T<e latter is made of t<ree gunas (Eualities): sattva (goodness), tamas (Dassion) and ra>as (darkness) 
t<at exist in a Derfect eEuili6rium. T<e universe sDrings fort< as t<is 6alance is distur6ed for some
inexDlica6le reasons. T<e Durus<a, <owever, <as no role in creation� it is entangled wit< Drakhti Dost	creation,
ultimately rendering it to 6e in need of li6eration.

11� Vivekananda, C(, II, 331.
11� Vivekananda, C(, II, 42�.

��

the rFFt F= the GrF:ess F= eMFlLtiFn
inMFlLtiFn� &FreFMer	 8VDV	 =Fr hiD� re=ers tF �rahDands 

GFNer thrFL>h Nhi:h the �iMine Dani=ests "tsel= in the Daterial NFrl; 9Lt alsF :Fn:eals "tsel= 

in tiDe an; eMFlLtiFn FnlP tF >ra;LallP =in; "tsel= 9a:B�

,iDilarlP	 +a;haBrishnan ;istan:e; hiDsel= =rFD theFries that hel; that the NFrl; ;i; nFt eOist 

aGart =rFD the hLDan Din;� ,L:h an interGretatiFn F= 8VDV	 =Fr hiD	 Nas a later >rFNth an; 

nFt inte>ral tF /e;mnta�1�� �r>Lin> =rFD the s:ienti=i: DethF;	 he saPs	 a-here is an LltiDate 

;e:en:P in thin>s� �Men as s:ienti=i: Ln;erstan;in> starts Nith the assLDGtiFn that FLr GFNers 

are trLstNFrthP	 an; Nill lea; tF a sPsteD F= trLth Nhi:h Nill DaBe the LniMerse 

intelli>i9le^�b1�� &FreFMer	 a-he hLDan Din; is resGFnsi9le =Fr the :Fn:eGt F= Datter	 9Lt it 

is nFt the :reatFr F= the Datter as Nell�b1�� !is i;ealisD Nas 9ase; Fn the =a:t that a-he NFrl; 

is the GrF;L:t F= �rahDan	 an;	 there=Fre	 �rahDan� !en:e	 instea; F= 9ein> an illLsiFn	 the 

NFrl; is the sFle realitP�b1�� !FNeMer	 it has a a;eGen;ent realitPb in that it is anFt a9sFlLtelP 

real	 =Fr it ;eDan;s sFDethin> else Fn Nhi:h it ;eGen;s� "t is �rahDan that iDGarts its 9ein> 

tF the NFrl;�b1�	

-hLs	 althFL>h +a;haBrishnan GaPs DFre attentiFn tF the GhilFsFGhi:al ;etails F= his 

eOGlanatiFns	 tNF DFti=s stan; GrFDinent aDFn> all thinBers _ 8VDV as the :reatiMe GFNer F= 

 F; an; the natLral NFrl; as a ;eGen;ent realitP	 9rin>in> it :lFser tF -hFDas �HLinasd

:Fntin>en:P ar>LDent� 0hether these Nere neN ;eMelFGDents Fr re=FrDLlatiFns F= Fl; i;eas 

reDains a GFint F= ;is:LssiFn� �Fnal; �raLe	 =Fr instan:e	 has ar>Le; that +a;haBrishnan 

;eMelFGe; siO Deanin>s F= 8VDV that are ;i==erent =rFD its tra;itiFnal Ln;erstan;in> as an 

illLsiFn� -hese are DmPm as the ineOGli:a9le DPsterP F= the relatiFnshiG 9etNeen real an; 

Lnreal	 as the GFNer F= sel=
9e:FDin>	 as the ;LalitP F= :Fns:iFLsness an; Datter	 as GriDal 

Datter	 as :Fn:ealDent an; as Fne
si;e; ;eGen;en:e�1�
  

�at�)r'a%)da and �reatio e& �ihilo 

�reatio ex nihilo =rFD the 9e>innin> Nas a stLD9lin> 9lF:B =Fr 'eF
!in;L thinBers� 0ritin> 

in 1��1	 as a resGFnse tF the :ritiHLe F= !in;LisD that ha; aGGeare; in $a8achar �ar;an	 a 

1�� *ad<akris<nan, ‘T<e Vedanta P<ilosoD<y’, 4�1.
1�� *ad<akris<nan, An Idealist 'ieB, 1��.
1�� *ad<akris<nan, An Idealist 'ieB, 24�.
1�� *ad<akris<nan, ‘T<e Vedanta P<ilosoD<y’, 43�.
1�� *ad<akris<nan, ‘T<e Vedanta P<ilosoD<y’, 441–44.
1�� Donald A. Braue, MOyO in #adha6rishnanLs Thought: $iC Meanings  ther Than Illusion (Del<i: %otilal

Banarsidass, 19�4), 13–1�.



86 87

��

Da>aQine rLn 9P the �aGtist &issiFnarP ,F:ietP at ,eraDGFre	 +FP ar>Le; that creatio ex 

nihilo Nas illF>i:al an; LnreasFna9le� &FreFMer	 a::eGtin> it NFLl; Dean a>ainst the ;esi>n 

ar>LDent	 the en; F= natLral theFlF>P an; a tLrn tF atheisD�1��

/iMeBanan;a	 hFNeMer	 Nas the DFst FLtsGFBen :riti: F= creatio ex nihilo� �Fr hiD	 it 

:Fntra;i:te; eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP Nhi:h ha; esta9lishe; that :aLse an; e==e:t are nFt seGarate� 

"n =a:t	 !in;L an; Christian theFlF>ies haMe ;i==erent atheFries F= Fri>inatiMe :aLsalitP�b1�� �ll 

!in;L s:hFFls F= GhilFsFGhP hFl; tF the ;F:trine F= ,atBmrPaMm;a	 Fri>inallP esGFLse; 9P 

,aDBhPa	 the earliest s:hFFl F= "n;ian GhilFsFGhP� +enFNne; "n;ian GhilFsFGher �iDal 

$rishna &atilal eOGlains ,atBmrPaMm;a thLs� 

-he ;F:trine Deans that the sF
:alle; e==e:t GreeOists in its :aLse	 :aLsatiFn 
9ein> DerelP a :han>e F= trans=FrDatiFn =rFD Fne state tF anFther Nhile the 
Fri>inal cthin>d^ reDains :Fnstant an; Ln:han>in>� �n e==e:t Deans a :han>e 
in FnlP the attri9Ltes Fr :hara:teristi:s F= the thin>	 a neN state F= a==airs 
Deans Dani=estatiFn F= Nhat Nas GFtentiallP Gresent^ in the earlP state F= 
a==airs	 that is	 in its sF
:alle; :aLse�11�

� stan;ar; eOaDGle F= a :aLse
e==e:t relatiFnshiG is a sesaDe see;`Nhi:h	 Nhen Gresse;	 

GrF;L:es Fil	 an e==e:t that laPs as GFtential in the see;� this is nFt the :ase Nith san;	 Nhi:h 

;Fes nFt haMe Fil as its GFtential GrFGertP�111

/iMeBanan;a 9elieMe; the eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP an; the =irst laN F= the :FnserMatiFn F= ener>P

ha;	 9ePFn; ;FL9t	 esta9lishe; that nFthin> neN :an :FDe intF eOisten:e 9e:aLse ae==e:t is 

:aLse in anFther =FrD	 a rea;ALstDent F= the :aLse	 an; the :aLse taBes the =FrD F= the 

e==e:t�b11� "= there Nas a tiDe Nhen the e==e:t ;i; nFt eOist	 it =FllFNe; that the :aLse ;i; nFt 

eOist either�11� CFns:iFLsness	 =Fr hiD	 :FLl; nFt eDer>e =rFD Datter either	 as that NFLl; 

1�	 Brown, Hindu !erspectiAes on �Aolution, ��.
1�
 ". ". LiDner, ‘T<e C<ristian and Vedcntic T<eories of Originative Causality: A Study in Transcendence and 

Immanence’, !hilosophy �ast and (est 2�, no. 1 (19��): 1.
11� Bimal Kris<na %atilal, ‘Causality in t<e &ycya	Vaibeiika Sc<ool’, !hilosophy �ast and (est 2�, no. 1 

(19��): 43, 1.
111 Dermot Killingley, ‘Hinduism, Darwinism and �volution in Late &ineteent<	Century India’, in Charles 

�arBinLs The  rigin of $pecies: �eB Interdisciplinary �ssays, ed. David Amigoni and "eff Wallace 
(%anc<ester: %anc<ester University Press, 199�), 1��. Samk<ya itself does not Dosit a God for t<e creation
of t<e world, rat<er assumes an eternal duality 6etween Durus<a (Dure consciousness or self) and Drakhti
(nature). T<e latter is made of t<ree gunas (Eualities): sattva (goodness), tamas (Dassion) and ra>as (darkness) 
t<at exist in a Derfect eEuili6rium. T<e universe sDrings fort< as t<is 6alance is distur6ed for some
inexDlica6le reasons. T<e Durus<a, <owever, <as no role in creation� it is entangled wit< Drakhti Dost	creation,
ultimately rendering it to 6e in need of li6eration.

11� Vivekananda, C(, II, 331.
11� Vivekananda, C(, II, 42�.

��

the rFFt F= the GrF:ess F= eMFlLtiFn
inMFlLtiFn� &FreFMer	 8VDV	 =Fr hiD� re=ers tF �rahDands 

GFNer thrFL>h Nhi:h the �iMine Dani=ests "tsel= in the Daterial NFrl; 9Lt alsF :Fn:eals "tsel= 

in tiDe an; eMFlLtiFn FnlP tF >ra;LallP =in; "tsel= 9a:B�

,iDilarlP	 +a;haBrishnan ;istan:e; hiDsel= =rFD theFries that hel; that the NFrl; ;i; nFt eOist 

aGart =rFD the hLDan Din;� ,L:h an interGretatiFn F= 8VDV	 =Fr hiD	 Nas a later >rFNth an; 

nFt inte>ral tF /e;mnta�1�� �r>Lin> =rFD the s:ienti=i: DethF;	 he saPs	 a-here is an LltiDate 

;e:en:P in thin>s� �Men as s:ienti=i: Ln;erstan;in> starts Nith the assLDGtiFn that FLr GFNers 

are trLstNFrthP	 an; Nill lea; tF a sPsteD F= trLth Nhi:h Nill DaBe the LniMerse 

intelli>i9le^�b1�� &FreFMer	 a-he hLDan Din; is resGFnsi9le =Fr the :Fn:eGt F= Datter	 9Lt it 

is nFt the :reatFr F= the Datter as Nell�b1�� !is i;ealisD Nas 9ase; Fn the =a:t that a-he NFrl; 

is the GrF;L:t F= �rahDan	 an;	 there=Fre	 �rahDan� !en:e	 instea; F= 9ein> an illLsiFn	 the 

NFrl; is the sFle realitP�b1�� !FNeMer	 it has a a;eGen;ent realitPb in that it is anFt a9sFlLtelP 

real	 =Fr it ;eDan;s sFDethin> else Fn Nhi:h it ;eGen;s� "t is �rahDan that iDGarts its 9ein> 

tF the NFrl;�b1�	

-hLs	 althFL>h +a;haBrishnan GaPs DFre attentiFn tF the GhilFsFGhi:al ;etails F= his 

eOGlanatiFns	 tNF DFti=s stan; GrFDinent aDFn> all thinBers _ 8VDV as the :reatiMe GFNer F= 

 F; an; the natLral NFrl; as a ;eGen;ent realitP	 9rin>in> it :lFser tF -hFDas �HLinasd

:Fntin>en:P ar>LDent� 0hether these Nere neN ;eMelFGDents Fr re=FrDLlatiFns F= Fl; i;eas 

reDains a GFint F= ;is:LssiFn� �Fnal; �raLe	 =Fr instan:e	 has ar>Le; that +a;haBrishnan 

;eMelFGe; siO Deanin>s F= 8VDV that are ;i==erent =rFD its tra;itiFnal Ln;erstan;in> as an 

illLsiFn� -hese are DmPm as the ineOGli:a9le DPsterP F= the relatiFnshiG 9etNeen real an; 

Lnreal	 as the GFNer F= sel=
9e:FDin>	 as the ;LalitP F= :Fns:iFLsness an; Datter	 as GriDal 

Datter	 as :Fn:ealDent an; as Fne
si;e; ;eGen;en:e�1�
  

�at�)r'a%)da and �reatio e& �ihilo 

�reatio ex nihilo =rFD the 9e>innin> Nas a stLD9lin> 9lF:B =Fr 'eF
!in;L thinBers� 0ritin> 

in 1��1	 as a resGFnse tF the :ritiHLe F= !in;LisD that ha; aGGeare; in $a8achar �ar;an	 a 

1�� *ad<akris<nan, ‘T<e Vedanta P<ilosoD<y’, 4�1.
1�� *ad<akris<nan, An Idealist 'ieB, 1��.
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i;ea F= GLrGFse in :reatiFn NFLl; GresLGGFse a nee;	 an attri9Lte F= an iDGer=e:t  F;	 the 

sFlLtiFn Nas tF ;es:ri9e :reatiFn as lWlV _ a Dere sGFrt Fr GlaP F=  F;� -his	 in 'alini 

�hLshands NFr;s	 NFLl; Dean that athese a:ts 4:reatiFn5 are nFt GLrGFse=Ll 9Lt are Pet 

intentiFnal� nFt ne:essarP	 9Lt >FF; =Ln� -heP are reGresente; as the FMer=lFNin> intF the 

a:tiFn F= ;iMine AFP�b1�1

CreatiFn is a :FsDi: lWlV	 a NFrl;
GlaP� -his	 =Fr �LrF9in;F	 nFt FnlP sFlMes a DetaGhPsi:al 

GrF9leD 9Lt alsF a;;s an aestheti: sha;e tF the a:t F= :reatiFn	 Nhi:h 9e:aDe an iDGFrtant 

threa; in the GhilFsFGhP F= +a9in;ranath -a>Fre	 a 'F9el laLreate an; a >reat GFet an; artist 

hiDsel=� �Fth �LrF9in;Fds an; -a>Freds Nritin>s are 9eset Nith iDa>es that :FDGare  F; as 

an artist Fr a Gainter en>a>e; in the GlaP F= :reatiFn�

+a;haBrishnan a>rees that a-he ar>LDent =rFD ;esi>n is GrF=FLn;lP a==e:te; 9P the 

;eMelFGDent F= the theFrP F= 9iFlF>i:al eMFlLtiFnb an; =Lrther :Fnsi;ers that a-he HLestiFn F= 

the GLrGFse F= hLDan li=e is irreleMant�b1�� �s an ";ealist	 he ;isGLtes aits Gra:ti:al MalLe an; 

e==i:a:P�b1��

-he iDGerDanen:e F= the Daterial NFrl; an; the la:B F= a GersFnal  F; hin;ere; these 'eF


!in;L intelle:tLals =rFD ;eMelFGin> a GLrGFse =Fr the Daterial NFrl; as it is Ln;erstFF; in 

Christian theFlF>P� !FNeMer	 9P reMiMin> nFtiFns sL:h as lWlV	 theP aMFi;e; the Daterialisti: 

interGretatiFns F= eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP Fn the Fne han; an; ;istan:e; theDselMes =rFD their 

Christian interlF:LtFrs Fn the Fther�

+1. �ndian ��ristian 
e��inder

"n;ian Christians share; the inter:LltLral an; interreli>iFLs :FnteOt F= their �;Maiti: 

:FDGatriFts� -heP F9serMe; the reMiMal F= �;Maita ;Lrin> DF;ernitP Ln;er seMeral 'eF
!in;L 

GFGLlar lea;ers an; AFine; the :FnMersatiFn Fn natLre� �Fr DanP F= theD	 DF;ern :FnteOt ha; 

=Fr:e; 'eF
!in;L intelle:tLals tF re
arti:Llate �;Maiti: tenets sL:h as the ;F:trine F= 8VDV

an; lWlV� -hese ;eMelFGDents ha; FGene; =rFntiers =Fr interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le an; aGFlF>eti:s� 

1�1 ‘Bringing Bra<man Down to �art<: Ldlcvcda in Colonial India’, in Indian !hilosophy in �nglish: From
#enaissance to Independence, ed. &alini B<us<an and "ay L. Garfield (&ew 1ork: Oxford Academic, 2011),
43�, <ttDs:��academic.ouD.com�6ook�2�6�2�c<aDter�19��6�369.

1�� *ad<akris<nan, An Idealist 'ieB, 40.
1�� *ad<akris<nan, An Idealist 'ieB, 41.

��

:Fntra;i:t ex nihilo nihil 1it`nFthin> :FDes FLt F= nFthin>`the =a:t :FDDFnlP a::eGte; 9P 

9Fth DF;ern s:ien:e an; alDFst all !in;L /arTana>�11� 0hateMer is	 has alrea;P eOiste; in 

Fne =FrD Fr anFther	 ALst as e==e:t eOists in :aLse� -his is NhP then creatio ex nihilo is nFt 

DerelP Lns:ienti=i: 9Lt the a=ear=Ll�� DFst :rL;e i;eab11� that has a;is>Lste; all the 

e;L:ate;b11	 Nas reAe:te; earlP 9P "n;ian thinBers an; is nFN ri>htlP alaL>he; at 9P DF;ern 

s:ientists�b11


�LrF9in;F tFF rLles FLt creatio ex nihilo 9e:aLse	 thFL>h

"t is nFt GFssi9le that theP 4real :reatiFns5 are Da;e FLt F= a 'Fthin>	 a 'Fn

eOisten:e Fther than the �9sFlLte� =Fr that Nill ere:t a neN ;LalisD	 a >reat 
GFsitiMe 3erF FMer a>ainst the >reater in;eterDina9le O Ne haMe sLGGFse; tF 9e 
the Fne +ealitP�11�

�ur ose in �reation 

�nFther GFint F= ;is:LssiFn	 Garti:LlarlP BeeGin> Christian interlF:LtFrs in Din;	 Nas that the 

illLsFrP natLre F= the NFrl; in �;Maita ;eGriMe; :reatiFn F= a GLrGFse� &Fst 'eF
!in;L 

thinBers thFL>ht that the sear:h =Fr the GLrGFse Nas Gre;i:ate; LGFn the ar>LDent =rFD 

;esi>n	 Nhi:h the eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP ha; ;esta9ilise;� /iMeBanan;a ar>Le; that haMin> a 

GLrGFse NFLl; DaBe  F; 9FLn; 9P sFDethin> >reater than "t	 naDelP GLrGFse	 an; DaBe "t 

nF 9etter than hLDan�  F; rather GlaPs Nith natLre	 ALst as sFDe >reat aeDGerFrs sFDetiDes 

GlaP Nith ;Flls�b11� %FFBin> =Fr ;esi>n in natLre MiFlates  F;�s FDniGFten:e 9P restri:tin> 

hiD 9Fth tF a ;esi>n an; Gre
eOistin> Daterial�1�� �Fr /iMeBanan;a	 there=Fre	 the ;esi>n 

theFrP Nas :hil;ish an; illF>i:al�

�LrF9in;F :Fnsi;ere; it :rL:ial tF :FDGrehen; the ;iMine intentiFn Ln;erlPin> the :reatiFn F= 

the Daterial NFrl;� !e a>ree; that 9Fth the Daterialisti: eOGlanatiFn F= eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP

an; the illLsFrP tFnes sF inseGara9le =rFD the nFtiFn F= 8VDV =aile; tF GrFGerlP :FnMeP this 

relatiFnshiG� !e =FLn; katBarads nFtiFn F= lWlV helG=Ll in this re>ar;� �Fr katBara	 sin:e the 

11� �arNana literally means to see. It is used to refer to sc<ools of D<ilosoD<y. Hindu �arNanas include six 
sc<ools, also known as Osti6a for t<eir 6elief in t<e aut<ority of t<e Vedas. T<ese are: Samk<ya, 1oga,
&yaya, Vais<es<ika, %imamsa and Vedanta. &yaya and Vais<es<ika do not acknowledge eC nihilo nihil fit in 
relation to creation.

11� Swami Vivekananda, The Complete (or6s of $Bami 'iAe6ananda, %ayavati %emorial �dition, III (Calcutta: 
Advaita As<rama, 19�3), 123.

11� Vivekananda, C(, IV, 362.
11� Vivekananda, C(, II, 331.
11	 Sri Auro6indo, The �ife �iAine (Wall Street: T<e Sri Auro6indo Li6rary, Inc., 1949), 2�4.
11
 Vivekananda, C(, V, 2��.
1�� Swami Vivekananda, The Complete (or6s of $Bami 'iAe6ananda, %ayavati %emorial �dition, VII (Calcutta: 

Advaita As<rama, 19��), 9�.
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i;ea F= GLrGFse in :reatiFn NFLl; GresLGGFse a nee;	 an attri9Lte F= an iDGer=e:t  F;	 the 
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1�� *ad<akris<nan, An Idealist 'ieB, 41.
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11� Vivekananda, C(, IV, 362.
11� Vivekananda, C(, II, 331.
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theD	 aDeans :allin> thin>s intF eOisten:e FLt F= nFthin>b� (ne F= the Dain ar>LDents in its 

sLGGFrt is that creatio ex nihilo is DFre reasFna9le tF eOGlain the GFNer F=  F; than Fther 

!in;L theFries F= :reatiFn�1�


�anerAea ar>Les that creatio ex nihilo iDGlie; a GersFnal  F;� !e attri9Ltes the la:B F= creatio 

ex nihilo in !in;L GhilFsFGhi:al s:hFFls tF their Ln;Le F9sessiFn Nith the HLestiFn F= the 

Daterial :aLse F= the LniMerse rather than the e==i:ient :aLse� katBara	 he saPs	 Nas ri>ht in 

:ritiHLin> ,aDBhPa an; 'PaPa =Fr nFt :Fnsi;erin> �rahDa as the e==i:ient :aLse F= the 

LniMerse	 9Lt rather than GLrsLin> it hiDsel=	 the i;ea F= Daterial :aLsatiFn 9e:aDe 

aLGGerDFst in kanBarads Din;�b1�� -his Nas Fne F= the DFst a;an>erFLsb theFlF>i:al errFrs 

=Fr tNF reasFns� �irstlP	 9e:aLse it e:liGses the >lFrP F=  F; 9P ;iMertin> FLr attentiFn an; 

ener>ies tF eOGlFre Nhat is least iDGFrtant� ,e:Fn;lP	 it >Fes a>ainst FLr DFral intLitiFn� !ere	 

he Lses the Nat:hDaBer ar>LDent an; ar>Les that Nhen a :FDGleO Nat:h Fr a Gie:e F= art is 

=FLn;	 the =irst HLestiFn asBe; intLitiMelP is nFt Nhat Daterial is Lse; tF :reate it 9Lt NhF 

:reate; it� -here=Fre	 tF iDa>ine  F; as a hLDan artist in nee; F= Daterial tF :reate sFDethin> 

is tF restri:t  F;�1��

0hile this earlP :riti:isD F= the la:B F= creatio ex nihilo in !in;LisD Nas 9ase; Fn 

theFlF>i:al :Fn:erns	 it Nas sFFn realise; that it alsF has DFral iDGli:atiFns� 0e Nill 

en:FLnter DanP F= these later	 an; the iDGFrtan:e F= this ;F:trine Nill reDain Nith Ls 

thrFL>hFLt this GrFAe:t �������� 

	i%erse 
eanings o� 
)')

�anerAea an;  Freh	 9Fth !in;L :FnMerts	 :Fnsi;ere; 8VDV tF 9e a >reat ;i==eren:e 9etNeen 

ChristianitP an; !in;LisD� .n;er 8VDV	 theP thFL>ht	 a0e are sLGGFse; tF 9e liBe Den NhF 

;reaD	 tF NhFD all thin>s aGGear real sF lFn> as theP ;reaD� ChristianitP	 Fn the Fther han;	 

a==irDs the realitP F= the LniMerse	 an; the trLstNFrthiness F= FLr senses�b1�� -heP >iMe =FLr 

ar>LDents a>ainst 8VDV� 1�� -he testiDFnP F= FLr sense	 Nhi:h 9ears Nitness tF the realitP F= 

the F9Ae:ts arFLn; Ls� ��� -he in:aGa9ilitP F= GrFMin> 8VDV� ��� "= the NhFle NFrl; is an 

1�� *o6ert Caldwell, &e<emia< Gore<, and Kris<na %o<un Baner>ea, Christianity �Cplained to a Hindu or
Christianity and Hinduism Compared, Second (%adras: T<e C<ristian Literature Society, 1�93), 11.

1�	 Baner>ea, �ialogues on the Hindu !hilosophy, 130.
1�
 Baner>ea, �ialogues on the Hindu !hilosophy, 133–34.
1�� Caldwell, Gore<, and Baner>ea, Christianity �Cplained, 12.

��

"n their aGFlF>eti:s	 theP 9Fth ;e=en;e; seMeral tenets F= the Christian =aith Nhile alsF 

GFintin> tF areas Nhere theP saN the tensiFn 9etNeen DF;ernitP an; �;Maita� 


%olutionar' Theor' 

,eMeral "n;ian Christian thinBers	 =FllFNin> 'eF
!in;L thinBers	 Da;e :reatiMe Lse F= 

eMFlLtiFn theFrP� �FreDFst aDFn> theD Nas )an;iGelli Chen:hiah �1���_1����	 NhFse 

eDGlFPDent F= eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP Nas insGire; 9P the �LrF9in;F an; -eilhar; ;e Char;in� 

!FNeMer	 in his ChristF
:entri: s:heDe	 eMFlLtiFn is relate; tF an; 9e>ins Nith neN :reatiFn�

-his is 9e:aLse Christ	 =Fr hiD	 as  F;
Dan is a neN :reatiFn an; thFse NhF eOGerien:e neN 

9irth thrFL>h hiD 9e:FDe Gart F= an eMFlLtiFnarP AFLrneP tFNar;s the i;eal F= 9e:FDin> liBe 

hiD� -he neN :reatiFn is a >i=t F=  F;	 an; #esLs Christ is its har9in>er� �s ,LDithra reDarBs	 

a�Fr Chen:hiah	 the FnlP >rFLn; F= :ertaintP that the neN :reatiFn DLst taBe Gla:e is that it 

has alrea;P haGGene; in Christ�b1�� -he in:arnatiFn	 thLs	 intrF;L:es a neN =Fr:e that 9reaBs 

intF the hFriQFntal =lFN F= li=e an; raises it tF a neN hei>ht	 DaBin> eMFlLtiFnarP traAe:tFrP 

GFssi9le� -he  FsGel	 there=Fre	 is nFt a Dere Datter F= in;iMi;Lal salMatiFn 9Lt aa =Lrther 

sta>e in the GlanetarP li=e F= DanBin; 9rFL>ht a9FLt 9P the release F= =resh ener>P thrFL>h a 

neN treDen;FLs :reatiMe a:t F=  F;�b1�� �rahDa9an;ha9 .Ga;hPaPa �1��1
1�
��	 a =FrDer 

:lassDate F= /iMeBanan;a	 Fn the Fther han;	 nFte; that althFL>h there Nas nFt aanP 

in:FDGati9ilitP 9etNeen the eMFlLtiFn hPGFthesis an; the Christian reli>iFn	b it ha; le; 

seMeral GeFGle aNaP =rFD the =aith	 Nhi:h is NhP ait is 9Lt reasFna9le tF insist that a 

hPGFthesis shFLl; nFt 9e asserte; as a =a:t	 Lntil it is thFrFL>hlP GrFMe; as sL:h�b1�	

-he i;ea F= a ;PnaDi:  F; a:tiMe in histFrP an; ;raNin> the NFrl; tFNar;s the =Ll=ilDent F= 

his GLrGFses NFLl; 9e:FDe DFre eMi;ent aDFn> li9eratiFn theFlF>ians	 NhFD Ne Nill Deet 

in the neOt :haGter�

�reatio 
& �ihilo

�Fr earlP DF;ern "n;ian Christian thinBers sL:h as $rishna &Fhan �anerAea �1�1�
1���� an; 

'eheDiah  Freh �1���
1����	 creatio ex nihilo is a ;istin:t Christian ;F:trine� CreatiFn	 =Fr 

1�� Sunand Sumit<ra, Christian Theologies from an Indian !erspectiAe (Bangalore: T<eological Book Trust,
1990), 131.

1�� Sumit<ra, Christian Theologies, 129.
1�� Bra<ma6and<a6 UDad<yay, The (ritings of �rahmabandhab &padhyay, ed. "ulius. LiDner and George 

GisDert	Sauc< (Bangalore: T<e United T<eological College, 1991), 1:21�.
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in the neOt :haGter�

�reatio 
& �ihilo

�Fr earlP DF;ern "n;ian Christian thinBers sL:h as $rishna &Fhan �anerAea �1�1�
1���� an; 

'eheDiah  Freh �1���
1����	 creatio ex nihilo is a ;istin:t Christian ;F:trine� CreatiFn	 =Fr 

1�� Sunand Sumit<ra, Christian Theologies from an Indian !erspectiAe (Bangalore: T<eological Book Trust,
1990), 131.

1�� Sumit<ra, Christian Theologies, 129.
1�� Bra<ma6and<a6 UDad<yay, The (ritings of �rahmabandhab &padhyay, ed. "ulius. LiDner and George 

GisDert	Sauc< (Bangalore: T<e United T<eological College, 1991), 1:21�.
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the NFrl; an; his ;e9ates Nith Fther s:hFFls	 Garti:LlarlP /ishnLite �haBti :Llts	 in:reasin>lP 

relate; �;Maita Nith illLsiFnisD� -here=Fre	 he :Fn:lL;e;	 a-he ;F:trine F= &mPm DaP nFt 

ne:essarilP Dean that the NFrl; is an �illLsiFn�� �Lt it is F9MiFLs that the nearer it aGGrFa:hes 

sL:h an assertiFn	 the DFre ;eMitaliQin> is its e==e:t LGFn a:tiMitP an;	 there=Fre	 LGFn 

GrF>ress�b1�� �n; a>ain	 it NFLl; aaGGear that the NhFle attitL;e Nhi:h is assF:iate; Nith the 

NFr; DmPm is Ln=aMFLra9le tF anP Mi>FrFLs 9elie= in :Fn;itiFns F= GrF>ress	 an; the >Fal is 

:Fn:eiMe; in sL:h a NaP as tF ;iDinish the iDGFrtan:e F= the GrF:ess tFNar;s it�b1�	 -F a;;	 

�eManan;an ar>Le; that eMen thFL>h DmPm DaP 9e res:Le; =rFD its assF:iatiFn Nith 

illLsiFnisD	 !in;LisD la:Be; resFLr:es tF =ill the :Fn:eGt Nith GFsitiMe :Fntent that NFLl; 

:atalPse GrF>ress� -his is NhP =Fr hiD	 the 'eF
!in;L aGGrFa:hes	 Garti:LlarlP that F= 

+a;haBrishnan	 tF in=Lse 8VDV Nith GFsitiMe Deanin> in Fr;er tF a==irD hLDan GersFnalitP	 

GLrGFsiMe histFrP an; the >Fal F= the hLDan :FDDLnitP la:Be; =FLn;atiFn in :lassi:al !in;L 

theFlF>P�1�
 �Wla	 =Fr instan:e	 shFNs a tLrn tF realisti: attitL;es in 'eF
/e;mnta	 9Lt eMen that 

ais har;lP liBelP tF in:rease the iDGFrtan:e F= the :Fn:eGtiFn F= GrF>ress�b1��

�i%&ory7 �'rpo%� a!� �y�l�% 

�lthFL>h these DF;ern "n;ian Christians ;iMerselP Ltilise; the i;eas eDer>in> =rFD the 

:hLrnin> Nithin !in;LisD	 DanP F= theD Nere alsF :FnMin:e; that there Nas a =Ln;aDental 

;i==eren:e :Fn:ernin> the natLre F= realitP 9etNeen !in;L an; Christian GersGe:tiMes Fn 

natLre�  

"t is iDGFrtant tF reDin; here that �;Maita :Fn:eiMes F= the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG in terDs F= 

eDanatiFn	 thLs iDa>inin>  F; as alNaPs iDDanent in the NFrl;� +e>ar;less F= the ;iMerse 

Deanin>s F= 8VDV	 'eF
!in;L thinBers still thinB F= natLre as a aDani=estatiFnb F=  F;� -his 

resLlts in the la:B F= a GersFnal  F; an; the a9sen:e F= a GLrGFse=Ll histFrP in !in;L 

:FsDFlF>P	 Nhi:h DF;ern "n;ian Christians thinB NFLl; alNaPs reDain a Gre;i:aDent =Fr the 

'eF
!in;L aD9itiFn tF relate their theFlF>P tF the nee;s F= natiFn
9Lil;in> an; en>a>eDent 

Nith DF;ern s:ien:e�  

1�� Devanandan, The Concept of Maya, 21�–19.
1�� Devanandan, The Concept of Maya, 219.
1�� %. %. T<omas, The Ac6noBledged Christ of the Indian #enaissance (London: SC% Press Ltd, 1969), 16�.
1�	 Devanandan, The Concept of Maya, 221.

��

illLsiFn	 sF are the !in;L ,:riGtLres� ��� "t >iMes a DFst ;ishFnFLrin> i;ea F=  F; as Fne NhF 

GrFAe:ts a ;istFrte; Gi:tLre F= hiDsel= =Fr a;iMine aDLseDent�b1�1

&FreFMer	 Nhile =Fr /iMeBanan;a	 the Christian GrF9leD Nas inMFBin> a  F; =rFD FLtsi;e 

natLre	 =Fr �anerAee an;  Freh	 the a9sen:e F= a GersFnal :reatiFn in !in;LisD lea;s tF the 

;enial F= its >FMernDent 9P  F; an; the rele>atiFn F= natLre tF the laNs F= BarDa�1��

�lthFL>h :FnMePin> >enLine theFlF>i:al :Fn:erns	 these earlP interGretatiFns F= 8VDV ;F nFt 

:Fnsi;er the neN interGretatiFns that 'eF
!in;L thinBers theDselMes Nere tF later GrFMi;e�  

.Ga;hPaPa Nas DFre GFsitiMe in his en>a>eDent Nith the theFrP F= 8VDV� !e realise; that the 

nFtiFn F= 8VDV has a GlLralitP F= Deanin>s in the histFrP F= !in;L theFlF>P	 Nhi:h DaBes it 

FGen tF neN interGretatiFns� .n;er the in=lLen:e F= -hFDas �HLinas	 .Ga;hPaPa relate; his 

theFrP F= :Fntin>ent :reatiFn tF the ;F:trine F= 8VDV� -hLs	 he sai;	 

&aPa is Nhat ,t� -hFDas :alls c:reatiF GassiMad`)assiMe CreatiFn� "t is a 
HLalitP F= all that is nFt �rahDan	 an; is ;e=ine; 9P the �n>eli: �F:tFr as cthe 
ha9itL;e F= haMin> N-ein2J =rFD anFther an; resLltin> =rFD the FGeratiFn F= 
 F;^ -he /e;antists a==irDs all that is nFt �rahDan tF 9e �aDa	 in the sense 
F= illLsiFn	 an; theP are ri>ht	 9e:aLse :reatLres	 in theDselMes	 aGart =rFD 
�rahDan	 are in;ee; ;arBness	 =alsitP an; nFthin>ness�b1��

(Mer tiDe	 .Ga;hPaPa AFine; Nith 'eF
!in;L atteDGts tF reinterGret DmPm as re=errin> tF 

kaBti �;PnaDi: ener>P� Fr tF �HLinasd i;ea F= a :Fntin>ent LniMerse an; Lse; this leeNaP tF 

translate Christian ;F:trines tF his :FDGatriFts� 

-he Fther theFlF>ian NhF eOtensiMelP eOGlFre; the ;F:trine F= 8VDV Nas )aLl �aMi; 

�eManan;an �1�
1
1����� �eManan;an inMesti>ate; the histFrP F= the nFtiFn as his ;F:tFral 

stL;P an; GFinte; FLt that the NFr; 8VDV Nas in;ee; a GlLral nFtiFn =Fr  aL;aGa;a	 a �th


:entLrP !in;L saint an; Gre:LrsFr F= katBara� "ts seMeral Deanin>s in:lL;e; the GFNer F= 

 F;	 in;iMi;Lal illLsiFn an; a sense F= NFn;er at the DPsterP F= :reatiFn	 9Lt it ha; nF 

:FnnFtatiFn F= :FsDi: illLsiFn� !e a>ree; Nith neF
!in;L thinBers that the i;ea F= :FsDi: 

illLsiFn resLlte; =rFD �L;;hist in=lLen:es an; the �;Maita :Fn=li:t Nith the /ishnLMite �haBti 

DFMeDent� katBara	 in :Fntrast	 he saPs	 ais MerP insistent that eDGiri:allP the NFrl; is 

real�b1�� !FNeMer	 he ar>Les	 ,anaBarads FNn a>nFsti:isD re>ar;in>  F;ds relatiFnshiG Nith 

1�1 Caldwell, Gore<, and Baner>ea, Christianity �Cplained, 12–13.
1�� Caldwell, Gore<, and Baner>ea, Christianity �Cplained, 13.
1�� Animananda, The �lade, ��.
1�� P. D. Devanandan, The Concept of Maya (Calcutta: 1%CA Pu6lis<ing House, 19�4), 219.
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1�	 Devanandan, The Concept of Maya, 221.
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1�1 Caldwell, Gore<, and Baner>ea, Christianity �Cplained, 12–13.
1�� Caldwell, Gore<, and Baner>ea, Christianity �Cplained, 13.
1�� Animananda, The �lade, ��.
1�� P. D. Devanandan, The Concept of Maya (Calcutta: 1%CA Pu6lis<ing House, 19�4), 219.
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either as the �ePFn; �-rans:en;en:e� Fr the �n; ��s:hatFlF>P� in real relatiFn 
Nith the eDGiri:al sel= an; the GrF:ess in Nhi:h it is inMFlMe;	 :Lttin> a:rFss 
its :P:les an; 9rin>in> intF 9ein> sGiritLallP GLrGFse=Ll GersFns realiQin> 
theDselMes in an LltiDatelP Deanin>=Ll histFrP� "t is FnlP Nithin sL:h 
=raDeNFrB F= Ln;erstan;in> that Ne :an sGeaB intelli>entlP F= a LniHLe 
reMelatiFn F= the ;iMine GLrGFse F= the NFrl;�1�	

-he issLe	 there=Fre	 =Fr -hFDas Nas	 as it Nas =Fr Chan;ran an; �eManan;an	 hFN the tNF 

reli>iFLs tra;itiFns relate tF the DFral re>eneratiFn F= the sF:ietP� �Fr "n;ian Christian 

thinBers	 the la:B F= a GersFnal  F; an; GLrGFse in histFrP an; a GrFGer MieN F=  F;ds 

relatiFnshiG tF the Daterial NFrl; Nere sFDe F= the GriDarP reasFns that hin;ere; !in;LisD 

=rFD sGarBin> a DFral reMFlLtiFn� �s sL:h	 these GFints alsF GrFMi;e; a reasFn an; a >rFLn; 

=Fr an interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le� 


r��r% o� ��ali&y

+e>ar;less F= the 'eF
!in;L e==Frts	 Christian intelle:tLals	 Garti:LlarlP �eManan;an	 ar>Le; 

that �;Maitads strL>>le tF a::FDDF;ate a :ertain ;e>ree F= realisD intF its MisiFn F=  F;


NFrl; relatiFn Nas ;Le tF katBarads ;iMisiFn F= realitP intF tNF sGheres� the GrFMisiFnal realitP 

F= the Daterial NFrl; :alle; ADVAahVri6a	 �:FDDFnlP translate; aGra:ti:alb� an; the .ltiDate 

+ealitP F= �rahDan BnFNn as !ara8Vrthi6a �literallP Deanin> athat F= LltiDate Deanin>b�� 

0hat DaBes !ara8Vrthi6a arealb an; ADVAahVri6a aLnrealb is their relatiFnshiG tF tiDe� the 

=FrDer is eternal	 Nhile the latter is tiDe
9FLn;� -ra;itiFnallP	 this tNF
tier realitP has 9een 

rei=ie; intF a ;iMersitP F= eGisteDi: DethF;s� BnFNle;>e F= the natLral Fr ADVAahVri6a NFrl; 

BnFNn as a;arV Ai/DV �literallP BnFNle;>e F= the DLn;ane NFrl;�� an; BnFNle;>e F= 

�rahDan Fr !ara8Vrthi6a realitP as ;arV Ai/DV �literallP BnFNle;>e F= the .ltiDate�� -his 

;iMisiFn is taBen =rFD &Ln;aBa .Ganisha; 1�1��	 Nherein katBara ;e=ines ;arV Ai/DV as the 

BnFNle;>e F= a9sFlLte trLth	 an; a;arV Ai/DV as athe Deans an; the resLlts F= >FF; an; 9a; 

a:tiFns�b "DGFrtantlP	 a =eN Merses later	 katBara :alls a;arV 'i/DV an ai>nFran:e that FL>ht 

tF 9e ;isGelle;�b1�


(n a si;e nFte	 it DLst 9e DentiFne; that eGisteDi: ;LalisD Nas eDGlFPe; in relatiFn tF 

s:ien:e as earlP as �e9en;ranath -a>Fre�1�� "n re:ent tiDes	 /ara;araAa +aDan has sL>>este; 

1�� T<omas, The Ac6noBledged Christ, 14�.
1�� Sitaram Sastri, ‘%undaka UDanis<ad wit< S<ankara’s Commentary’, 190�, 

<ttDs:��www.wisdomli6.org�<induism�6ook�mundaka	uDanis<ad	s<ankara	6<as<ya�d�doc14�0��.<tml.
1�	 Brown, Hindu !erspectiAes on �Aolution, 9�.

�1

-hLs #FshLa +Lssel Chan;ran	 NhF en>a>e; Nith /iMeBanan;ads NFrBs	 :Fnten;s that the 

la:B F= creatio ex nihilo Deans the la:B F= a GersFnal  F; NhF :an Nillin>lP :hFFse tF :reate 

the NFrl;� �s a resLlt	 Chan;ran F9serMes that !in;L theFlF>P	 in:lL;in> that F= +aDanLAa	 

NhF 9elieMe; in a GersFnal  F;	 is sF entren:he; in an Ln;erstan;in> F= eternal :P:les F= 

inMFlLtiFn an; eMFlLtiFn in natLre that athe 9e>innin> F= the NFrl; :an FnlP Dean the 

9e>innin> F= a :P:le an; nFt the NhFle :FsDFs�b1�� -his sL>>ests	 he ar>Les =Lrther	 that

^cthere is a =Ln;aDental :Fn=li:td 9etNeen the !e9rai:
Christian an; the 
!in;L an;  reeB aGGrehensiFns F= reli>iFLs realitP	 Nhi:h :annFt 9e 9ri;>e;� 
-his is eOGresse; in the ;i==eren:es 9etNeen the Ln;erstan;in> F= cDan as a 
:reatLre an; the F9Ae:t F=  F;ds lFMe	 an; as a sinner NhF :annFt 9e re;eeDe; 
eO:eGt thrFL>h  F;ds >ra:ed	 an; histFrP as ca real an; GLrGFsiMe LnitP in the 
han;s F=  F;d Fn the Fne han;	 an; Fn the Fther the MieN F= cthe essential 
;iMinitP F= the sFLl an; the interGretatiFn F= histFrP in terDs F= Deanin>less 
reGetitiFn F= :P:les�1��

-he linB 9etNeen !in;L theFlF>P an;  reeB i;eas F= natLre that Chan;ran GFints FLt is alsF 

re:F>nise; 9P the �ritish (rientalist ,aDLel -aPlFr CFleri;>e1�1 an; �n>li:an Griest an; 

Nriter 0� +� "n>e	 NhF ;L9s +a;haBrishnands i;ealisD as a)latFnisD seen thrFL>h "n;ian 

sGe:ta:les�b1��  erDan +FDanti:ist )aLl �eLsen1�� an; �Lt:h "n;FlF>ist �ritQ ,taal1�� =FLn; 

that the �;Maiti: MieN F= the  F;
NFrl; relatiFn ha; striBin> Garallels Nith 'eFGlatFni: 

:Fn:eGtiFns� ,iDilarlP	 )eter !eehs thinBs that �LrF9in;Fds i;eas Nere insGire; 9P 

 nFsti:isD an; nFtes that )latF Nas �LrF9in;Fds =aMFLrite GhilFsFGhi:al aLthFr�1��

%ate DF;ern theFlF>ian an; GrFli=i: Nriter &a;athilGaraDGil &aDDen -hFDas �1�1�`

1����	 :FDDentin> Fn /iMeBanan;ads inMFlLtiFn
eMFlLtiFn :P:les	 a>ree; that natLre sLGGFrts 

a :P:li: Ln;erstan;in> F= li=e an; ar>Les that Christian thFL>ht ;Fes nFt ;enP this� "n =a:t	 

-he Christian MieN F= histFrP nee; nFt 9e :rL;elP linear 9e:aLse it :Fn:eiMes 
F= the =Ll=ilDent F= the >Fal F= histFrP as haMin> haGGene; nFt at the en; 9Lt in 
the Di;;le F= the DFMeDent sF that it is GFssi9le tF :Fn:eiMe this GLrGFse 

1�
 Cited in T<omas, The Ac6noBledged Christ, 134.
1�� Cited in T<omas, The Ac6noBledged Christ, 133–34.
1�1 &atalie Tal Harries, ‘YT<e One Life Wit<in Us and A6roadZ: Coleridge and Hinduism’, in Cultural� 

#omanticism and the  rient: Cultural �egotiations, ed. David Vallins, KaN Ois<i, and Seamus Perry 
(Blooms6ury Pu6lis<ing, 2013), 131–44.

1�� W. *. Inge, #eAieB of An Idealist 'ieB of �ife by $� #adha6rishnan, no. 2�, �, no. 2� (1932): 2�.
1�� Paul Deussen, The !hilosophy of the 'edanta in Its #elations to the  ccidental Metaphysics, no. 136 

(Bom6ay: T<e �ducation Society, 1�93), 136.
1�� "oseD<us �ranciscus Staal, AdAaita and �eoplatonism: A Critical $tudy in ComparatiAe !hilosophy (%adras: 

University of %adras, 1961).
1�� Peter Hee<s, ‘Auro6indo and SuDermind’, in The �nostic (orld, ed. Garry W. TromDe (London: *outledge,

201�), 603.
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BnFNle;>e	 Mi;Pa	 Fne :an i;enti=P the natLre F= aGGearan:e as Gart F= 
.ltiDate +ealitP�1��

!FNeMer	 =Fr �eManan;an	 re>ar;less F= the GFsitiMe Deanin>s as:ri9e; tF 8VDV	 the 

=Ln;aDental HLestiFn reDains Nhether that ansNer is sL==i:ient tF eliDinate the 

GLrGFselessness that :FDes =rFD the tNF
tiere; Ln;erstan;in> F= realitP� &Fre iDGFrtantlP	 as 

/ishal &an>alNa;i has GFinte; FLt	 althFL>h DF;ern interGretatiFns F= 8VDV aDaP a::FLnt 

=Fr the harDFnP an; inte>ritP F= :reatiFn^ 4theP5 :annFt eOGlain the F9MiFLs ;isharDFnP an; 

alienatiFn in :reatiFn�b 1��

�ro)i!g ��ali%  a!� �la�� �or �ialog'�

�esGite the :riti:isD F= 'eF
!in;L ;eMelFGDents	 "n;ian Christian thinBers	 Garti:LlarlP 

�eManan;an	 saN theD as an FGGFrtLnitP =Fr interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le� !e :Fnsi;ere; that a 

asilent reMFlLtiFnb has Da;e its NaP intF !in;LisD	 NhFse GreF::LGatiFn Nith the i;eal an; 

the tiDeless is nFN :Fn=rFnte; Nith the interest in the Gresent NFrl; histFrP	1�� DFst :learlP 

F9serMe; in "n;iads strL>>le =Fr in;eGen;en:e an; the DFral MisiFn F= its earlP lea;ers� -hese 

eOGerien:es	 �eManan;an 9elieMe;	 haMe :reate; a a;iMer>en:eb in !in;L theFlF>P� 

-he Dain ;F:trine F= !in;LisD Nith re>ar; tF the natLre F=  F; is that the 
.ltiDate +ealitP is essentiallP iDGersFnal� �s sL:h it is a9sFlLte	 aGart =rFD 
the NFrl;	 LntFL:he; 9P the haGGenin> F= the LniMerse	 in HLies:ent	 eternal 
rest� �Lt the reli>iFLs Gra:ti:e F= the Gresent tiDes ;e=initelP GFsits a theisD 
Nhere  F; is :Fn:eiMe; F= as a GersFnal +ealitP striMin> tF =Ll=ill !is eternal 
GLrGFse in this LniMerse� -he GFstLlate	 hFNeMer	 is neither =raDe; nFr 
re:F>niQe;�1��

�eManan;an 9elieMe; that these :han>es shFLl; 9e F= :Fn:ern tF a Christian as Nell as tF a 

!in;L an; shFLl; lea; tF a ri:her interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le� 

��n�l%si�n

-his :haGter 9e>an Nith an aiD tF eOGlFre the ;e9ates an; Ln:FMer the DFti=s =Fr "n;ian 

Christian theFlF>P F= natLre 9P en>a>in> Nith an eGisF;e F= interreli>iFLs ;is:FLrse Fn natLre 

9etNeen �;Maiti: an; "n;ian Christian thinBers at the arriMal F= 0estern DF;ernitP tF "n;ia� 

1�� Dorman, ‘Hinduism and Science’, 61�.
1�� Vis<al %angalwadi, (hen the �eB Age �ets  ld (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 1992), 106.
1�� Devanandan, The Concept of Maya, 222.
1�� Devanandan, The Concept of Maya, 226–2�.

��

that sL:h ;iMersi=i:atiFn helGs Daintain s:ien:e an; reli>iFn as tNF ;istin:t =iel;s Nith their 

FNn F9Ae:tiMes an; DethF;s�1��

�eManan;an is aNare F= the s:ienti=i: Lsa>e F= the :ate>Fries an; ar>Les that in aa;Dittin> 

that the MPaMahmriBa BnFNle;>e is in:lLsiMe F= the DF;ern s:ienti=i: attitL;e	 Ne shFLl; all 

a>ree that s:ienti=i: :ate>Fries are insL==i:ient =Fr the interGretatiFn F= realitP�b !FNeMer	  

"= Ne thinB F= the tNF Fr;ers as seGarate in the saDe NaP as ;reaDs are 
;i==erent =rFD =a:ts	 an; i= the transitiFn =rFD the Fne tF the Fther is sF a9rLGt	 
the ;an>er is alNaPs there F= FLr 9ein> teDGte; tF leaMe LnsFlMe; the 
;i==i:Llties Nhi:h arise in the lFNer sGhere� -his is sGe:iallP sF Nhere hLDan 
MalLes are :Fn:erne;� �ll histFrP NFLl; 9e:FDe Deanin>less�1��

�Lrther	 he iDGlies that the :FDGlete :Lt
F== 9etNeen the tNF ;iMisiFns lea;s tF the la:B F= 

stress Fn reasFnin> a:tiMities an; eMentLallP tF the ;e:line F= s:ien:e an; GrF>ress� 

i= the hi>her MieN F= realitP 9e sF :FDGletelP ;eta:he; =rFD the lFNer as tF 9e 
altF>ether at Marian:e	 Ne are nFt in a GFsitiFn	 thrFL>h the insistent trLth F= 
 F;ds a9i;in> natLre	 tF =Fr:e the NFrl; F= FLr ;aP
tF
;aP li=e tF sLrren;er its 
in:Fnsisten:ies� !in;L thFL>ht	 ri>ht thrFL>h the :entLries	 has sL==ere; =rFD 
this han;i:aG� -he Din;s F= Den 9e:FDe FGGresse; 9P a >eneral ;istrLst F= 
eOGeriential =a:ts an; a la:B F= =aith in the a:tiMitP F= reasFn as a GFssi9le 
Deans F= GrF>ressiMe Ger=e:tiFn� CFnseHLentlP	 the FnlP sFlLtiFn seeDs tF 9e 
tF a;FGt an attitL;e F= GassiMitP an; in;i==eren:e�

+e:entlP	 �ri: �FrDan has sL>>este; that :Fn:eGts sL:h as 8VDV aDLst re:eiMe 9etter 

treatDent in translatiFn in Fr;er tF =a:ilitate a DFre a::Lrate eO:han>e F= i;eas a:rFss :LltLral 

9FLn;aries	b1�1 an; their in:lLsiFn in s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;is:LssiFns� -hLs	 he :Frre:ts	 

&aPa	 as " ;is:Lsse; a9FMe	 is :FDDFnlP translate; as aillLsiFn�b !FNeMer	 
Nhen Lse; in :FnALn:tiFn Nith .ltiDate +ealitP	 as is the :ase in a;Maita 
/e;anta	 this translatiFn inMites the DistaBen assLDGtiFn that sin:e the 
Dani=est NFrl; is illLsiFn	 it is nFt real� -his assLDGtiFn HLi:BlP sliGs intF the 
in:Frre:t nFtiFn that the Daterial NFrl; ;Fes nFt Datter an; shFLl; shi=t tF the 
9a:B F= Fneds Din;� !FNeMer	 in trLth	 DaPa	 eMen as illLsiFn	 is still Gart F= 
the lila	 ;iMine GlaP	 F= .ltiDate +ealitP� -hLs	 a 9etter translatiFn F= DaPa 
NFLl; 9e aaGGearan:e�b -here=Fre	 instea; F= =FrsaBin> the NFrl; Fr 
atteDGtin> tF i>nFre it as illLsiFn	 Fne shFLl; seeB tF BnFN the natLre F= 
aGGearan:e as eOGerien:e; in the NFrl;� -hen	 =FllFNin> the :Fn:eGt F= trLe 

1�
 Varadara>a V. *aman, ‘)uantum %ec<anics and Some Hindu PersDectives’, in The #outledge Companion to 
#eligion and $cience, ed. "ames W. Haag, Gregory *. Peterson, and %ic<ael L. SDeNio (A6ingdon, Oxon:
*outledge, 2012), 1�6–6�.

1�� Devanandan, The Concept of Maya, 219.
1�1 Dorman, ‘Hinduism and Science’, �93.
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treatDent in translatiFn in Fr;er tF =a:ilitate a DFre a::Lrate eO:han>e F= i;eas a:rFss :LltLral 
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1�
 Varadara>a V. *aman, ‘)uantum %ec<anics and Some Hindu PersDectives’, in The #outledge Companion to 
#eligion and $cience, ed. "ames W. Haag, Gregory *. Peterson, and %ic<ael L. SDeNio (A6ingdon, Oxon:
*outledge, 2012), 1�6–6�.

1�� Devanandan, The Concept of Maya, 219.
1�1 Dorman, ‘Hinduism and Science’, �93.
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��

:reate; a;iMer>en:eb in !in;LisD	 eOGFsin> the GLrGFselessness that :FDes =rFD the eternal 

:P:les inherent tF it� 

-hir;lP	 the DetaGhPsi:al =raDeNFrB that Fne hFl;s NFrBs liBe a :FDGleO Nith DanP relate; 

9elie=s inte>rate; in it� �Fr 'eF
!in;Ls	 their MieN F= :reatiFn	 histFrP	  F; an; tiDe all 

:LDLlatiMelP GreGare; theD tF taBe a :ertain stan:e tFNar;s s:ien:e� %iBeNise	 =Fr Christians	 

as -hFDas GLts it	 a-he si>ni=i:an:e F= histFri:itP	 the reMelatiFn	 the realities F= :reatiFn an; 

'eN CreatiFn	 the hFGe F= :FnsLDDatiFn an; Fther trLths F= Christian �aith =FrD Fne 

:FDGleO Nith the =Ln;aDental aGGrehensiFn F=  F; as GersFnal�b1�
 �Fr DFst "n;ian Christian 

theFlF>ians	 Christ Nas the BeP tF this :FDGleO� �lthFL>h DFti=s sL:h as creatio ex nihilo	 

GLrGFsiMeness F= :reatiFn	 an; realitP F= the Daterial NFrl; Nere all a Gart F= the ;is:LssiFn 

a9FLt natLre	 it Nas the in:arnatiFn that	 9P inte>ratin> the sGirit an; Datter	 ha; GrFMi;e; 

histFrP Nith Deanin> an; 9Flstere; the NFrth F= the Daterial NFrl;� �GGasaDP	 ChaBBarai	 

Chen:hiah	 -hFDas an; Fthers stFF; trLe tF /� )� -hFDasd F9serMatiFn that a-he Christian 

thinBers in "n;ia are in:line; tF taBe Christ as the startin> GFint F= Christian -heFlF>P�b1��

-hLs	 Nhen Chen:hiah a;FGts �LrF9in;Fds eMFlLtiFnarP s:heDe	 it is Christ NhF	 as 'eN 

CreatiFn	 inaL>Lrates the neOt sta>e in the eMFlLtiFnarP GrF:ess	 lea;in> the entire :FsDFs tF 

9e:FDe a neN :reatiFn� !FNeMer	 9P reAe:tin> inMFlLtiFn	 Chen:hiah re=Ltes the :P:li: 

Ln;erstan;in> F= tiDe�  

�FLrthlP	 9ePFn; the GFNer ;PnaDi:s an; =Fr:e F= DetaGhPsi:al :FDDitDents	 interreli>iFLs 

;ialF>Le GresLDes the GriDarP rFle F= realitP in Datters F= trLth� -his is NhP the interlF:LtFrs 

in the s:ien:e an; reli>iFn inter=a:e :Fnsi;er the aLthFritP F= s:ien:e as an enterGrise that 

reMeals the trLth a9FLt the NFrl;� -heP alsF hFl; that their DetaGhPsi:al =raDeNFrB GrFMi;es a 

Gi:tLre F= the NFrl; that is :lFser tF hFN the NFrl; reallP is than Fther :FDGetin> =raDeNFrBs� 

-his 9elie= GrFMi;es theD DFtiMatiFn tF staP a9reast Nith the ;is:FMeries F= s:ien:e an; 

eOGlain hFN their DetaGhPsi:al 9elie=s are in sPn: Nith s:ienti=i: insi>hts� -he saDe 9elie= 

alsF GrFMi;es theD DFtiMatiFn tF ;is:Lss their DetaGhPsi:al 9elie=s Nith Fthers in the hFGe 

that the Fther Nill 9e GersLa;e; 9P the GFNer F= trLth�  

1�� T<omas, The Ac6noBledged Christ, 1�0.
1�	 V. P. T<omas, ‘Indian C<ristian ADDroac<es to t<e Knowledge of C<rist’, Indian �ournal of Theology 1�, no.

1 (1969): 9�, 1.

��

CFnsi;erin> the Mast 9F;P F= literatLre GrF;L:e; 9P 'eF
!in;L an; "n;ian Christian thinBers	 

Ne haMe 9arelP s:rat:he; the sLr=a:e� -he ;is:LssiFn a9FLt 8VDV itsel= is Fn>Fin>�  -he threa; 

=FLn; in .Ga;hPaPa an; +a;haBrishnan that translates the nFtiFn F= 8VDV as a:Fntin>en:Pb 

F= the LniMerse is alsF seen in :FnteDGFrarP �;Maiti: s:hFlar �nantanan;a +aD9a:han	 NhF 

atteDGts tF :arMe a li9eratiFn theFlF>P =rFD the �;Maiti: =raDeNFrB�1�	 &anP Fther :reatiMe 

MFi:es reDain FLtsi;e the s:FGe F= :FnMersatiFn here� !FNeMer	 this 9rie= sBet:h F= theDes 

that Nere at the :entre F= interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le helGs Ls DaBe seMeral F9serMatiFns helG=Ll tF 

:FnstrL:t a theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl;� 

�irstlP	 the F9serMatiFns Da;e a9FMe reMeal the sF:iF
:LltLral eD9e;;e;ness F= all s:ien:e 

an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le� 0hen the interreli>iFLs ;is:FLrse inMesti>ate; in this :haGter is lF:ate; 

in its FNn histFri:al settin>`that F= :FlFnial :FnHLest	 the FrientalisatiFn F= !in;LisD an; 

the >rFNin> aLthFritP F= s:ien:e`its traAe:tFrP is GrFGerlP Ln;erstFF;� -he :FnteOt	 9P an; 

lar>e	 ;eterDines the HLestiFns	 rea:tiFns an; aGGrFa:hes that the a;Ment F= DF;ern s:ien:e 

raises� 

,e:Fn;lP	 the interreli>iFLs eO:han>e eOGlFre; a9FMe >Fes tF ;eDFnstrates that althFL>h

shaGe; 9P its sF:iF
:LltLral enMirFnDent	 interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le F=ten trans:en;s it� -his is 

in;i:ate; 9P the =a:t that	 re>ar;less F= 9ein> in=lLen:e; 9P GFNer ;PnaDi:s at ;i==erent 

leMels	 9Fth 'eF
!in;L an; Christian thinBers :Fnsi;ere; their 9elie=s a9FLt natLre	 nFt Dere 

:LltLral :FnstrL:tiFns	 9Lt the resLlt F= their DetaGhPsi:al :FDDitDents� -he =Fr:e F= this 

:FDDitDent Nas sL:h that theP ;i; nFt reDain GassiMe FnlFFBers 9Lt resiste; the �n>li:ist	 

(riental an; +FDanti:ist :FnstrL:tiFns F= !in;LisD	 Garti:LlarlP the ;F:trine F= 8VDV	 an; in 

the GrF:ess	 :reate; sFDe DFnLDental NFrBs Fn �;Maiti: theFlF>P� "n tLrn	 the :hLrnin> 

Nithin !in;LisD GrFMi;e; a :rL:i9le =Fr "n;ian Christians	 NhF	 ;esGite 9ein> a DinFritP 

reli>iFLs >rFLG	 tFFB it as an FGGFrtLnitP tF en>a>e Nith their �;Maiti: :FDGatriFts an; :lari=P 

their FNn GFsitiFn Fn the theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl;� "n a;;itiFn	 theP Nere a9le tF en>a>e 

nFt ALst Nith s:ien:e 9Lt alsF Nith ea:h Fther 9P ain;Nellin>b these =raDeNFrBs� -hLs	 Nhile 

=Fr 'eF
!in;Ls	 eMFlLtiFn reGL;iate; creatio ex nihilo	 esta9lishe; the :P:li: MieN F= natLre 

an; GFinte; tF an Fl; LniMerse	 =Fr "n;ian Christians	 the eMFlLtiFnarP thrLst F= GrF>ress ha; 

1�� Anantanand *am6ac<an, A Hindu Theology of �iberationS: �ot�TBo Is �ot  ne (Al6any, &1: SU&1 Press, 
201�).
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1�� Anantanand *am6ac<an, A Hindu Theology of �iberationS: �ot�TBo Is �ot  ne (Al6any, &1: SU&1 Press, 
201�).
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��

thFL>h the a�ialF>Le theFlF>iansb �re=errin> tF thinBers sL:h as �eManan;an an; -hFDas� 

Lse; "n;ian :ate>Fries	 theP Nere lar>elP �rahDini:	 an; their GhilFsFGhi:al DethF; 0estern� 

a"t is nFt realise;	b he laDente;	 athat the :Fn:ern =Fr ;ialF>Le Nith GeFGle F= Fther =aiths an; 

i;eFlF>ies :annFt an; ;Fes nFt entrLst Fr 9ene=it as DanP as ��� F= the "n;ian Christian 

:FDDLnitP�b1	�

"= this :FDGlaint is Mali;	 it 9e:FDes a theFlF>i:al an; DFral iDGeratiMe tF GaP hee; tF the 

re=le:tiFns F= �alit Christians an; in:lL;e their MFi:e in the s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;is:FLrse� 

"n:lL;in> their GersGe:tiMe Nill :ertainlP enri:h the ;is:LssiFn� �LrtherDFre	 it DaP tLrn FLt 

that the theDes an; :Fn:erns that eDer>e =rFD �alit ;is:FLrses Fn natLre FMerlaG Nith thFse 

in interreli>iFLs ;is:FLrse� ,L:h an intera:tiFn alsF GrFMi;es an FGGFrtLnitP tF :FnstrL:t an 

inter:LltLral ;ialF>Le Nithin the :FnteOt F= "n;ia itsel=� -he neOt :haGter	 there=Fre	 DFMes tF 

eOGlFrin> �alit theFlF>ies F= natLre�

1�� %. ANaria<, ‘Doing T<eology in India Today’, in A #eader in �alit Theology, ed. Arvind P. &irmal 
(Bangalore: Gurukul Lut<eran T<eological College � *esearc< Institute, 1990), �6.

��

-hese =in;in>s Nill staP Nith Ls in the neOt :haGters	 an; Ne Nill retLrn tF DanP F= theD in 

the :haGter Nhere Ne 9rin> threa;s =rFD all ;is:FLrses tF>ether �ChaGter ��� �Fr nFN	 it is 

Mital tF GFint FLt that ;esGite these :rL:ial insi>hts	 the interreli>iFLs ;is:FLrse =a:es tNF 

:Fnstraints�  

�irstlP	 the earlier interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le 9etNeen GrFGFnents F= �;Maita an; "n;ian Chris
 

tian theFlF>ians Mis
S
Mis the Daterial NFrl; tFFB Gla:e Nithin the :FnteOt F= s:ien:eds as:ent	

Nhere "n;ia ha; teste; the =rLit F= s:ien:e an; =FLn; it iDGFssi9le nFt tF ;esire it� "n re:ent 

;e:a;es	 the NFrl; has :FDe tF eOGerien:e the :FnseHLen:es F= s:ienti=i: GrF>ress an; DF;els 

F= ;eMelFGDent =FllFNin> it� &anP F= the =rLits haMe nFN tLrne; sFLr� -his DaBes aGGrFa:hes 

sL:h as that F= �eMananan;an	 NhFse :riti:isD F= 'eF
/e;mnta is 9ase; Fn the DF;ern i;ea F= 

aGrF>ress	b hi>hlP sLs:eGti9le tF GFstDF;ernist
GFst:FlFnial :ritiHLe�1�� &FreFMer	 as these 

neN aGGrFa:hes 9e:FDe :riti:al F= s:ien:e	 an; its :FnseHLen:es =Fr the enMirFnDent an; =Fr 

:FDDLnities that ;eGen; LGFn theD	 the lF:i F= interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le Fn natLre haMe DFMe; 

tFNar;s e:FlF>i:al :Fn:erns	 9irthin> DPria; resFLr:es that F==er reli>iFLs insi>hts Fn 

enMirFnDental :are an; :FnserMatiFn� -his has >enerate; neN HLestiFns an; thrFNn neN 

:hallen>es tF a>e
Fl; 9elie=s an; tra;itiFns Nithin DaAFr reli>iFns	 eMen as theP trP tF 

Daintain the releMan:e aDi;st a :han>in> e:FlF>i:al lan;s:aGe� -his ;Fes nFt Dean all 

;e9ates a9FLt s:ien:e haMe :ease;	 9Lt theP haMe 9e:FDe sF intertNine; Nith e:FlF>i:al 

:Fn:erns that it has 9e:FDe iDGFssi9le tF ;is:Lss Fne NithFLt inMFBin> the Fther� �Lll 

iDGli:atiFns F= the theFlF>i:al DFti=s eDer>in> =rFD the interreli>iFLs ;is:FLrses	 sL:h as 

CreatFr
:reatiFn ;istin:tiFn	 creatio ex nihilo	 GLrGFsiMeness F= histFrP an; DFre	 DaP haMe 

iDGli:atiFns =Fr the :FnteDGFrarP :FnteOt	 9Lt theP are nFt en>a>e; in this :haGter� 

,e:Fn;lP	 a rather 9i>>er Ma:LLD in the interreli>iFLs ;is:FLrse Nith �;Maita Nas the starB 

a9sen:e F= the DaAFritP F= "n;ians NhF neither ha; a::ess tF the e;L:atiFn F= the /e;as nFr 

the lLOLrP F= :FnteDGlatin> the natLre F= Daterial realitP =Fr GhilFsFGhi:al ;is:LssiFns� -hese 

>rFLGs	 hailin> =rFD :FDDLnities BnFNn as a�alitsb reDaine; FLtsi;e these FntFlF>i:al 

;is:LssiFns	 thFL>h the =a:t F= their a9sen:e in theFlF>i:al :FnMersatiFn ha; 9e>Ln tF raise its

hea; 9P the tiDe F= �eManan;an an; &� &� -hFDas� �Lt Lntil then	 thFse Nell
Merse; in 

/e;anti: GhilFsFGhP F::LGie; the helD� -his Nas the :ase =Fr 9Fth the !in;L an; Christian 

si;es F= the ;is:FLrse� -he =rLstratiFn Nas eOGresse; 9P 9ishFG �Qariah in the :FDGlaint that 

1�
 Alt<oug< Devanandan’s critiEue is t<at &eo	Hindus <ave em6raced t<e Western understanding of Drogress
and are wit<out success trying to find its 6asis in Advaita. Devanandan, The Concept of Maya, 203.
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"n the GreMiFLs :haGter F= this stL;P	 " lF:ate; sFDe F= the :riti:al theDes F= the theFlF>P F= 

natLre in the interreli>iFLs aGFlF>eti:s 9etNeen �;Maiti: an; "n;ian Christian interlF:LtFrs in 

DF;ern "n;ia� -he interreli>iFLs ;is:FLrse alsF GrFMi;e; Ls Nith insi>hts intF the natLre F= 

s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;is:LssiFn in "n;ia� !FNeMer	 " alsF GFinte; FLt that Fne F= the 

;raN9a:Bs F= eO:lLsiMelP =F:Lsin> Fn interreli>iFLs ;is:FLrse Nas that it Dar>inalise; the 

MFi:e F= :FDDLnities sL:h as the �alits� "n this :haGter	 there=Fre	 " ;eli9eratelP DFMe =rFD 

the :FnteOt F= interreli>iFLs ;is:FLrse tF ali9eratiMe ;is:FLrseb	 Nhere :Fn:erns F= ALsti:e an; 

li9eratiFn taBe GriFritP� " :all it ali9eratiMeb ;Le tF its natLre as that =Fr Nhi:h sF:iF
e:FnFDi: 

ALsti:e is the ;riMin> =Fr:e =Fr theFlF>i:al re=le:tiFn� &FreFMer	 it is le; 9P :FDDLnities that 

are >enerallP GLshe; aNaP =rFD the ;is:LrsiMe sGa:e	 =Fr NhFD tF haMe a ;is:FLrse is itsel= a 

li9eratiMe a:t�   

-here=Fre	 the aiD F= this :haGter reDains tF eOGlFre :riti:al theDes in the theFlF>P F= the 

Daterial NFrl;	 9Lt this tiDe 9P =F:Lsin> Fn �alit eOGerien:es F= natLre	 as arti:Llate; in their 

asGiratiFns an; re=le:tiFns Fn the Daterial NFrl;� !FNeMer	 9e=Fre taBin> Fn that tasB	 it 

NFLl; helG tF 9rie=lP ;es:ri9e NhF the �alits are an; Nhat shaGes their theFlF>P F= natLre� 

,1*1 �alits and �alit ��e�l�g) 4 � �rie� �vervie'

�ho ar� &h� �ali&%8

� �alit is a GersFn NhF =alls FLtsi;e the =FLr Aarnas Fr :astes in the !in;L sPsteD F= sF:ial 

strati=i:atiFn�1 �tPDFlF>i:allP the NFr; �alit :FDes =rFD the rFFt NFr; /al in ,ansBrit	 

Nhi:h as an a;Ae:tiMe Deans sGlit	 9rFBen	 :rLshe; Fr :ra:Be;� "ts Lsa>e has eMFlMe; FMer 

tiDe an; nFN has :FDe tF Dean FGGresse;	 eOGlFite; an; ;FNntrF;;en	 re=errin> tF the 

1 T<e Hindu caste system contains four castes: Bra<min (t<e Driestly caste), Ks<atriya (t<e warrior caste),
Vais<ya (t<e 6usiness caste) and S<udra (t<e caste assigned to Derform menial tasks).
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i;entitP _ stret:hin> =rFD GrF9leDs as 9asi: as la:B F= a::ess tF :lean Nater	 sanitatiFn 

=a:ilities	 health aDenities	 an; hFLsin> =a:ilities tF Gersistent GFMertP	 LneDGlFPDent	 

;isGaritP in lan; FNnershiG	 rFLtine atrF:ities an; :Fnsistent GFliti:al Dar>inalisatiFn�
 -he 

�alit MisiFn F= natLre taBes its shaGe Nithin this :FnteOt F= >eneratiFnal FGGressiFn	 sF:iF


e:FnFDi: inALsti:es an; sPsteDi: GerGetLatiFn F= ineHLalitP an; ;is:riDinatiFn�

�ha& i% �ali& �h�ology8

-hFL>h a lar>e GFrtiFn F= �alits :FnMerte; tF ChristianitP ;Lrin> the Ghase F= cDass 

DFMeDentsd in seMeral Garts F= "n;ia	� �alits ar>Le that the sF:iF
GFliti:al realities theP 

=a:e	 in:lL;in> ;is:riDinatiFn shFNn tF theD in Gla:es F= NFrshiG an; Gra:ti:e F= reli>iFn	 

haMe nFt :han>e; DL:h�� �alit theFlF>ians :Fnten; that the ;is:riDinatiFn theP en:FLnter

alsF eOten;s tF i>nFrin> their theFlF>i:al :Fntri9LtiFn that eDer>es =rFD the liMe; realities 

F= their liMes� ,athianathan ClarBe	 thLs	 :Fnten;s that sin:e the reins F= theFlF>i:al 

enterGrise Nere in the han;s F= �rahDin :FnMerts	 in its earlP Ghase	 "n;ian Christian 

theFlF>P a:HLire; an aGFlF>eti: tFne :Fnstraine; tF neF
/e;anti: :Fn:erns	 eDGlFPin> 

neF
/e;anti: :ate>Fries	 :Fn:eGts an; sPD9Fls	 a GrF:ess that Nas =Lrther ai;e; 9P the 

nee; =Fr a Lni=ie; natiFnal i;entitP in the NaBe F= eDer>in> natiFnalisD� &FreFMer	 tF 

;istan:e itsel= =rFD �LrFGean eOGansiFnisD	 in:lL;in> theFlF>i:al Fnes	 these theFlF>ians 

GrFAe:te; a :FDGlete harDFnP 9etNeen !in;L an; Christian theDes	 Nhile �alit :Fn:erns 

reDaine; FLtsi;e F= their GLrMieN� ClarBe =Lrther ar>Les that sL:h =raDin> F= :FnMersatiFn 

Nas triGlP ;is:riDinatFrP tFNar;s �alit :FDDLnities� -heFlF>P Nas ;Fne =rFD the 

GersGe:tiMe F= the elite DinFritP :aste !in;Ls an; Christians� it BeGt the �alits FLt F= the 

;is:LrsiMe arena� an;	 the :Fn:ern =Fr natiFnalisD tFFB GriFritP FMer �alit eOGerien:es an; 

li9eratiFn�1�  iMen these :ir:LDstan:es	 �alit theFlF>P Nas reHLire;	 nFt ALst tF 9rin> the 

� Su6<adra %itra C<anna and "oan P. %enc<er, �ife as a �alit: 'ieBs from the �ottom on Caste in India (Los
Angeles, CA: Sage, 2013)� Suk<adeo T<orat, �alits in India: $earch for a Common �estiny (&ew Del<i:
Sage Pu6lications India, 2009).

	 "o<n C. B. We6ster, ‘�rom Indian C<urc< to Indian T<eology: An AttemDt at T<eological Construction’, in A 
#eader in �alit Theology, ed. Arvind P. &irmal (%adras: Gurukul Lut<eran T<eological College � *esearc< 
Institute, 1990), 93.


 "e6amalai *a>a, ‘T<e Pro6lem of Caste Wit<in t<e C<urc<’, �ournal of �harma 00IV, no. 1 (1999): 2�–39�
David %osse, ‘Caste and C<ristianity’, $eminar 633 (2012)� Alt<oug< t<e discrimination to Dalits <as
traditionally 6een considered a more visi6le D<enomenon in t<e *oman Cat<olic C<urc<, Protestant 
c<urc<es are no different. *owena *o6inson, Christians of India (&ew Del<i: Sage Pu6lications India, 
2003).

1� Sat<ianat<an Clarke, �alits and Christianity: $ubaltern #eligion and �iberation Theology in India (Del<i:
Oxford University Press, 199�), 3�–40.
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:Fn;itiFn F= �alits	 esGe:iallP in an; thrFL>h the NFrB F= the 1�th
:entLrP sF:ial re=FrDer 

&ahatDa #FtiraF )hLle �1���
1��
��� ,in:e then	 �alit has 9e:FDe an FMerri;in> terD F= 

i;entitP =Fr thFse FLtsi;e the !in;L :aste sPsteD	 alsF :alle; 9P seMeral Fther naDes sL:h as 

FLt:astes	 s:he;Lle; :astes	 ;eGresse; :astes	 ;ancha8a> �cthe =i=th Fnesd re=errin> tF their 

statLs as thFse 9elFN the =FLr :astes�	 achh@t �LntFL:ha9les�	 -ah@5an �cDaAFritP GeFGled� 

an; 8@lniAa>i �Deanin> cthe Fri>inal inha9itantsd F=ten Lse; in FGGFsitiFn tF �rPan 

FLtsi;ers��� -he terD �alit is >reatlP GFliti:ise; an; is Lse; ;i==erentlP 9P ;i==erent GeFGle 

an; =Fr ;i==erent GLrGFses� �Fr eOaDGle	 sFDe ar>Le that �alits haMe eOGerien:e; si>ni=i:ant 

=inan:ial an; sF:ial DF9ilitP sin:e "n;ia�s DF;ernisatiFn� -heP :laiD that the GreMiFLs 

:Fnne:tiFn 9etNeen �alit i;entitP an; GFMertP has 9een seMere;	 an; thLs	 the terD �alit 

shFLl; 9e re;e=ine; 9ase; Fn the sF:ial :lass Fne 9elFn>s tF rather than Fne�s :aste� (thers	 

in:lL;in> the >FMernDent F= "n;ia	 :Fnsi;er :aste a stri:tlP reli>iFLs :ate>FrP	 a =eatLre F= 

c"n;i:d reli>iFns	 an; there=Fre	 eO:lL;e thFse NhF NFLl; i;enti=P theDselMes as &LsliD Fr 

Christian �alits� !FNeMer	 as 0e9ster ri>htlP ar>Les	 ;esGite these re;e=initiFns	 it is the 

=a:tFr F= :aste that GrFDLl>ates ;is:riDinatiFn� it is alsF the Fne that :FntinLes tF ;eterDine 

NhF is a �alit��

-he eOa:t nLD9er F= �alits is F=ten :Fnteste;	 GriDarilP 9e:aLse	 as state; a9FMe	 �alit 

i;entitP is sF :Fn=late; Nith reli>iFLs i;entitP that the latter 9e:FDes ;e:isiMe =Fr the =FrDer	 

Nhere9P !in;L	 #ain an; �L;;hist �alits are a::eGte; as sL:h	 9Lt nFt Christian an; &LsliD 

�alits� �::Fr;in> tF the �
11 :ensLs	 there are estiDate; tF 9e �
1�� DilliFn ,:he;Lle 

Castes �the F==i:ial terD =Fr !in;L	 ,iBh an; �L;;hist �alits��� �::Fr;in> tF -eltLD9;e	 a 

s:hFlar F= :aste an; �alit stL;ies	 this aDFLnts tF 1��� Ger :ent F= the GFGLlatiFn	 9Lt i= 

Christian an; &LsliD �alits are a;;e; tF the lFt	 their tFtal nLD9er DaP Nell sNell 9ePFn; 

��
 DilliFn	 DaBin> theD DFre than a HLarter F= the tFtal GFGLlatiFn�	 �esGite this nLD9er	 

�alits haMe 9een Dar>inalise; =rFD eMerP asGe:t F= li=e =Fr >eneratiFns� -he issLes =a:e; 9P 

�alits are sF ;iMerse an; Mast that their eMerP;aP li=e :FLl; reMFlMe arFLn; that sin>le 

� Anand Teltum6de, �alits: !ast� !resent and Future (London: *outledge, 2020), 6.
� Teltum6de, �alits, 10.
� "o<n C. We6ster, ‘W<o Is a Dalit�’, in &ntouchable: �alits in Modern India, ed. S. %. %ic<ael (Boulder, CO: 

Lynne *ienner Pu6lis<ers, Inc., 1999), 19� Cf. Paulson Pulikottil, �eyond �alit Theology: $earching for
�eB Frontiers (%inneaDolis, %&: �ortress Press, 2022), <ttDs:��www.Derlego.com�6ook�294426��6eyond	
dalit	t<eology	searc<ing	for	new	frontiers.

� International Dalit Solidarity &etwork, ‘India: Official Dalit PoDulation �xceeds 200 %illion 	 International 
Dalit Solidarity &etwork’, 29 %ay 2013, <ttDs:��idsn.org�india	official	dalit	DoDulation	exceeds	200	
million�.

� Teltum6de, �alits, 3.
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:Fn;itiFn F= �alits	 esGe:iallP in an; thrFL>h the NFrB F= the 1�th
:entLrP sF:ial re=FrDer 

&ahatDa #FtiraF )hLle �1���
1��
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� Anand Teltum6de, �alits: !ast� !resent and Future (London: *outledge, 2020), 6.
� Teltum6de, �alits, 10.
� "o<n C. We6ster, ‘W<o Is a Dalit�’, in &ntouchable: �alits in Modern India, ed. S. %. %ic<ael (Boulder, CO: 

Lynne *ienner Pu6lis<ers, Inc., 1999), 19� Cf. Paulson Pulikottil, �eyond �alit Theology: $earching for
�eB Frontiers (%inneaDolis, %&: �ortress Press, 2022), <ttDs:��www.Derlego.com�6ook�294426��6eyond	
dalit	t<eology	searc<ing	for	new	frontiers.

� International Dalit Solidarity &etwork, ‘India: Official Dalit PoDulation �xceeds 200 %illion 	 International 
Dalit Solidarity &etwork’, 29 %ay 2013, <ttDs:��idsn.org�india	official	dalit	DoDulation	exceeds	200	
million�.

� Teltum6de, �alits, 3.
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,1+1 �alits and Nat%re 4 � 
eassessment2

CFnteDGFrarP �alit attitL;es tF natLre are entan>le; in tNF ;i==erent 9Lt relate; ;is:FLrses� 

s:ien:e Fr ;eMelFGDental ;is:FLrse an; enMirFnDental ;is:FLrse� -hFL>h relate; tF natLre	 

9Fth ;is:FLrses haMe ;i==erent aiDs an; :Fn:erns an; DaBe ;istin:t :laiDs	 F=ten 9rin>in> 

theD intF :Fn=li:t� &FreFMer	 these ;is:FLrses theDselMes are =Lrther interla:e; 9P their 

a;MF:ates Nith 9inarP =raDeNFrBs sL:h as :FlFnial
GFst:FlFnial	 DF;ern
GFstDF;ern	 an; 

Dale
=eDale tF ;eriMe the le>itiDa:P F= their GersGe:tiMes Fr ;e
le>itiDise the Fther� 0hile 

sL:h =raDin> iDDe;iatelP DaBes �alit ;is:FLrse a Gart F= a >lF9al :FnMersatiFn Fn natLre	

it LnNittin>lP assLDes that the �alits haMe a Lni=ie; GFsitiFn that Gla:es theD Fn Fne si;e 

F= thFse 9inaries� �Lt ;F �alits haMe a sin>Llar Ln;erstan;in> F= natLre that lan;s theD

either in the :aDG F= thFse seeBin> ;eMelFGDent Fr thFse seeBin> GreserMatiFn F= the 

enMirFnDent� �F �alits	 liBe Fther Dar>inalise; >rFLGs in "n;ia	 ;isGara>e s:ien:e an; 

;eMelFGDent 9e:aLse a hi>her e:FlF>i:al :Fns:iFLsness ;riMes theD� "n Nhat =FllFNs	 Nith 

the helG F= seMeral :FnteDGFrarP NFrBs =rFD sF:ial s:ien:es	 " atteDGt tF eOGlFre 

:FnteDGFrarP �alit ;is:FLrses Fn s:ien:e an; enMirFnDent tF GrF9leDatise the narratiMe F= 

a :lear
:Lt traAe:tFrP F= cthed �alit MFi:e Fn natLre an; :Fnsi;er the iDGli:atiFns F= these 

�alit aD9i>Lities =Fr "n;ian Christian theFlF>P F= natLre�

	!�ia! �!(iro! �!&ali% 

,FFn a=ter in;eGen;en:e =rFD �ritish rLle	 Ln;er the lea;ershiG F= #aNaharlal 'ehrL	 its 

=irst GriDe Dinister	 in;LstrialisatiFn an; e:FnFDi: GrF>ress 9e:aDe a =F:al GFint =Fr the 

PFLn> "n;ia� ,:ien:e Nas seen as the neN saMiFLr that NFLl; GLll the "n;ian Dasses FLt F= 

the Git F= GFMertP� !FNeMer	 the :FnseHLen:es F= hLDan >ree; DasHLera;in> as s:ien:e 

sFFn 9e:aDe aGGarent as it 9e>an tF :reate haMF: Fn the enMirFnDent an; ;isGla:e thFse 

NhF liMe; :lFse tF natLre� -he nee; =Fr a strFn> enMirFnDental DFMeDent that NFLl; 

GrFte:t 9Fth Nas =elt� -hree eGisF;es F= re9elliFn a>ainst the Dar:h F= ;eMelFGDent are 

:Fnsi;ere; Natershe; DFDents in the histFrP F= "n;ian enMirFnDentalisD� �irst	 the ChiGBF 

DFMeDent F= 1��� Nas a nFn
MiFlent a>itatiFn in Nhi:h NFDen =rFD a lF:al :FDDLnitP in 

the =FFthills F= the !iDalaPas GrFteste; a>ainst the =ellin> F= trees 9P hL>>in> theD� -he 

se:Fn; ;eMelFGDent Nas the iDGleDentatiFn F= the �nMirFnDental )rFte:tiFn �:t	 Gasse; 

in the NaBe F= the �hFGal >as tra>e;P F= 1���	 Nhi:h reDains a haLntin> DeDFrP in "n;ian 

1
�

=F:Ls Fn �alits 9Lt alsF tF 9alan:e the :FLrse that DF;ern "n;ian Christian theFlF>P ha; 

taBen�

�rMin; )� 'irDal	 the �ather F= �alit -heFlF>P	 inBs FLt the Dani=estF F= �alit theFlF>P

thLs� 

a Christian �alit -heFlF>P Nill 9e GrF;L:e; 9P �alits� "t Nill 9e 9ase; Fn their 
FNn ;alit eOGerien:es	 their FNn sL==erin>s	 their FNn asGiratiFns an; their 
FNn hFGe� "t Nill narrate the stFrP F= their GathFs an; their GrFtest a>ainst the 
sF:iFe:FnFDi: inALsti:es theP haMe 9een sL9Ae:te; tF thrFL>hFLt histFrP� "t 
Nill anti:iGate li9eratiFn Nhi:h is Deanin>=Ll tF theD� "t Nill reGresent a 
ra;i:al ;is:FntinLitP Nith the :lassi:al "n;ian Christian -heFlF>P F= the 
�rahDini: tra;itiFn� -his �rahDini: tra;itiFn in the :lassi:al "n;ian Christian 
-heFlF>P nee;s tF 9e :hallen>e; 9P the eDer>in> �alit theFlF>P�11

�s 'irDal in;i:ates	 =rFD its MerP in:eGtiFn	 �alit theFlF>P Nas Deant tF 9e a :FLnter


theFlF>P� �s sL:h	 it has natLrallP =FLn; an allP in the GFstDF;ernist an; GFst:FlFnial 

sLsGi:iFn F= GFNer an; their stress Fn ;e:FnstrL:tiFn� -hLs	 ClarBe ar>Les	 

"n;ian
Christian theFlF>P 9P eO:lL;in> an; i>nFrin> the MFi:e F= the DaAFritP	 
NhF testi=P tF :entLries F= FGGressiFn an; Dar>inaliQatiFn	 has 9een an 
i;eFlF>i:al Mehi:le in the han;s F= the statLs HLF� "t :FLl; 9e sai; that theFlF>P 
sLstaine; a GrF:ess F= he>eDFnP 9P Nhi:h the interests F= the :aste 
:FDDLnities Nere esGFLse;	 stren>thene; an; =Lrthere; in "n;ia�1�

)aLlsFn )LliBFttil	 in his re:ent NFrB	 has ar>Le; that c-hFL>h it is trLe that :FnMerts =rFD 

hi>h :astes ;FDinate; the s:ene	 iDa>inin> a �rahDani:al :FnsGira:P a>ainst the �alits Fr

�alit Christians is Ln=FLn;e;�d1� !FNeMer	 =Fr GFst:FlFnial �alit theFlF>P	 the MerP a:t F= 

c;FDinatin> the s:ened :an 9e :Fnsi;ere; that Nhi:h cinMali;ates an; reGL;iates the :LltLre 

an; reli>iFn F= the �alits�d1� �alit theFlF>P	 as a :FLnter
theFlF>P	 has 9rFL>ht tF li>ht 

seMeral 9iases inherent in DF;ern "n;ian Christian theFlF>P DFnFGFlise; 9P the :LltLral 

an; :aste elites� " Nill hi>hli>ht sFDe F= theD	 Garti:LlarlP thFse that relate �alit theFlF>P 

tF the sL9Ae:t F= the Daterial NFrl;� !FNeMer	 GriFr tF that	 " aiD tF Ln;ers:Fre the :riti:al 

theDes in the ;is:FLrse sLrrFLn;in> the sL9Ae:t F= natLre Nithin :FnteDGFrarP �alit 

s:hFlarshiG�  

11 Arvind P. &irmal, ‘Towards a C<ristian Dalit T<eology’, in A #eader in �alit Theology, ed. Arvind P. &irmal 
(Bangalore: Gurukul Lut<eran T<eological College � *esearc< Institute, 1990), ��–�9.

1� Clarke, �alits and Christianity, 41.
1� Pulikottil, �eyond �alit Theology.
1� Clarke, �alits and Christianity, 40.
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11 Arvind P. &irmal, ‘Towards a C<ristian Dalit T<eology’, in A #eader in �alit Theology, ed. Arvind P. &irmal 
(Bangalore: Gurukul Lut<eran T<eological College � *esearc< Institute, 1990), ��–�9.

1� Clarke, �alits and Christianity, 41.
1� Pulikottil, �eyond �alit Theology.
1� Clarke, �alits and Christianity, 40.
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DatriO F= �harDi:	 CFlFnial	 CFDDLnitP �eMelFGDent	 an;  an;hian�1� ChaGGle	 Fn the 

Fther han;	 inten;in> tF 9rin> e:FlF>i:al :Fn:erns in ;ialF>Le Nith reli>iFn	 eDGlFPs a 

;i==erent :lassi=i:atiFn� �rahDini:al DF;els that sear:h =Fr e:FlF>i:al insi>hts in "n;ian 

reli>iFLs sFLr:es� -ri9al DF;els that eOGlFre tri9al li=e an; tra;itiFns tF =in; e:FlF>i:al 

ethi:s� GFst
 an;hian DF;els that :Fntest 0estern DF;els F= ;eMelFGDent an; lFFB tF 

in;i>enFLs sFLr:es =Fr DFre hFlisti: aGGrFa:hes	 an; +enFLn:er DF;els that relate 

e:FlF>i:allP ethi:al li=e Nith the as:eti: tra;itiFns F= "n;ia��� -hFL>h ;iMerse	 these 

:lassi=i:atiFns GrFMi;e a reasFna9lP =air Gi:tLre F= enMirFnDental ;is:FLrse in "n;ia� 

�ll :lassi=i:atiFns	 hFNeMer	 a:BnFNle;>e that the  an;hian Gara;i>D insGire; earlier 

Ghases F= the "n;ian enMirFnDental DFMeDent an; :FntinLes tF haMe tra:tiFn in "n;ian li=e 

an; GFlitP��1 -he  an;hian Gara;i>D Gla:es the e:FlF>i:al ;is:FLrse in the :rL:i9le F= the 

0estern
natiMe Fr =Frei>n
lF:al 9inarP� "t :ritiHLes all 0estern interMentiFns GerDitte; 9P 

the li9eralisatiFn GFli:ies F= the earlier 'ehrLMian re>iDe in the naDe F= s:ien:e an;

;eMelFGDent� "nstea;	 it :alls =Fr a retLrn tF the natiMe DF;els F= hLDan
natLre harDFnP 

=FLn; in the lF:al tra;itiFns F= "n;ia as a Gana:ea =Fr all e:FlF>i:al ;isasters� "n the GFst


:FlFnial :liDate F= "n;ia	 this DF;el has =FLn; reneNe; interest�

/an;ana ,hiMads NFrB is F=ten hel; as the GriDe eOaDGle F= the aCrLsa;in>  an;hian� DF;el 

F= enMirFnDentalisD	 tF Lse  Lhads :lassi=i:atiFn� ,hiMa	 a NFrl;
=aDFLs =eDinist e:FlF>ist

NhF :aDe tF the liDeli>ht Nith her $taDin2 �liAe	�� has 9een a GassiFnate :riti: F= 0estern	 

DF;ern nFtiFns F= ;eMelFGDent an; GrF>ress GrFGa>ate; an; GLrsLe; 9P the natiFn
state� ,he 

has :rLsa;e; a>ainst 9iFGira:P an; reDains a Das:Ft F= the  reen DFMeDent	 9iF;iMersitP	 

see; sFMerei>ntP an; earth ;eDF:ra:P��� ,hiMads NFrB >lF9allP aGGears alFn>si;e Fther 

e:F=eDinist thinBers	 sL:h as +FseDarP +a;=Fr; +eLther	 CarFlPn &er:hant an; &aria &ies	 

an; thFse NhF eDGlFP GFst
:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes tF enMirFnDental ;is:FLrses�  

,hiMa :Frrelates the ;estrL:tiFn F= 9iF;iMersitP an; the ;eDFlitiFn F= tra;itiFnal 

:FDDLnities� ,he ar>Les that an in;eli9le linB eOists 9etNeen natLre an; these 

:FDDLnities	 Garti:LlarlP NFDen	 NhFse e:FlF>i:allP sensitiMe BnFNle;>e an; >entle 

1
 &. Patrick Peritore, ‘�nvironmental Attitudes of Indian �lites: C<allenging Western Postmodernist %odels’, 
$ource: Asian $urAey 33, no. � (1993): �04–1�.

�� C<ristoD<er Key C<aDDle, ‘Toward an Indigenous Indian �nvironmentalism’, in !urifying the �arthly �ody of
�od (Al6any, &1: State University of &ew 1ork Press, 199�), 13–3�.

�1 Peritore, ‘�nvironmental Attitudes’, �1�.
�� S<iva, $taying AliAe.
�� Vandana S<iva, �arth �emocracy: �ustice� $ustainability and !eace (London: 2ed Books, 200�).
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:Fns:ien:e�1� -he thir; DFMeDent Nas 'arDa;a �a:haF �n;Flan �,aMe 'arDa;a 

&FMeDent�	 Nhi:h 9e>an in 1��� in GrFtest a>ainst the lar>e
s:ale :FnstrL:tiFn F= ;aDs Fn 

the 'arDa;a +iMer in :entral "n;ia	 ;isGla:in> a9FLt ��
	


 GeFGle� -hese ;eMelFGDents 

haMe 9rFL>ht the issLe F= enMirFnDental ;e>ra;atiFn an; the ;isGla:eDent F= thFse :lFse tF 

natLre tF the =Fre=rFnt F= e:FlF>i:al ;is:LssiFns in "n;ia� -he LniHLe entan>leDent F= 

e:FlF>i:al ;e>ra;atiFn an; the GFFr in "n;ia alsF sets it aGart =rFD 0estern ;is:LssiFns Fn 

natLre�   

 Lha	 =Fr instan:e	 helG=LllP :Fntrasts "n;ian enMirFnDentalisD Nith 0estern 

enMirFnDentalisD� �Fr hiD	 Nhile the latterds =F:Ls is Daintainin> :leanliness an; 9eaLtP 

in the enMirFnDent =Fr a 9etter HLalitP F= li=e	 =Fr the =FrDer	 it is an cenMirFnDentalisD F= 

sLrMiMal an; sL9sisten:ed1	 sin:e natLreds DaniGLlatiFn has :FnseHLen:es =Fr :FDDLnities 

;eGen;in> Fn it� 'atLre an; the GFFr F=ten stan; GFNerless in =rFnt F= ;FDinant a>en:ies	 

sL:h as a lF99P F= in;Lstrialists Fr a natiFn
state 9ent Fn :han>in> natLral lan;s:aGes tF 

their :hFFsin>	 Nhile Dintin> DFneP nF Datter the :Fst� 'atLreds sLrMiMal is a Datter F= 

sLrMiMal F= the GFFr an; Mi:e Mersa sin:e 9Fth ;eGen; LGFn ea:h Fther	 an; Fne is a==e:te; 

9P Nhat is ;Fne tF the Fther� "n;ian enMirFnDental DFMeDent	 there=Fre	 is nFt a Dere :all 

=Fr ALsti:e =Fr :liDate	 9Lt =rFD its MerP 9e>innin>	 it has 9een an denMirFnDentalisD F= the 

GFFrd1
 an; =Fr the GFFr� 

"n;ian enMirFnDentalisD has taBen ;i==erent =FrDs sin:e its =irst steGs an; has 9een 

:lassi=ie; in MariFLs NaPs�  Lha :ate>Frises three stran;s� CrLsa;in>  an;hian	 Nhi:h

Gla:es natiMe a>ainst =Frei>n	 stressin> the nee; tF GreserMe the =FrDer an; resist the latter� 

�GGrFGriate -e:hnFlF>P	 Nhi:h lFFBs =Fr a sPnthesis F= natiMe an; =Frei>n Fr a>ri:LltLre 

an; in;LstrP� an; �:FlF>i:al &arOisD	 Nhi:h eDGhasises e:FnFDi: sF:ialisD FMer 

e:FlF>i:al 9alan:e�1�  '� )atri:B )eritFreds sLrMeP F= >FMernDent	 9Lsiness an; ' ( 

GersFnnel ;iMi;es theD aDFn>  reens	 �:F;eMelFGers an; &ana>ers an; =Lrther 

:FDGleOi=ies the enMirFnDental attitL;es F= "n;ian elites 9P :astin> theD intF the attitL;inal 

1� T<e B<oDal disaster was caused 6y t<e leakage of met<yl isocyanate gas from a Desticide Dlant in B<oDal, a 
city in Central India, killing a6out 3�00 DeoDle immediately and around 10,000 DeoDle in t<e next few days.
T<e victims w<o survived it continued to exDerience symDtoms of several diseases and disa6ilities for 
decades to come.

1� *amac<andra Gu<a, ‘Ideological Trends in Indian �nvironmentalism’, �conomic and !olitical (ee6ly 23, no.
49 (19��): 2���–�1.

1� *amac<andra Gu<a, ‘T<e Past � Present of Indian �nvironmentalism’, The Hindu, 24 %ay 2023,
<ttDs:��www.t<e<indu.com�oDinion�lead�t<e	Dast	Dresent	of	indian	environmentalism�article4��166�.ece.

1	 Gu<a, ‘Ideological Trends’, 2��0.
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49 (19��): 2���–�1.

1� *amac<andra Gu<a, ‘T<e Past � Present of Indian �nvironmentalism’, The Hindu, 24 %ay 2023,
<ttDs:��www.t<e<indu.com�oDinion�lead�t<e	Dast	Dresent	of	indian	environmentalism�article4��166�.ece.

1	 Gu<a, ‘Ideological Trends’, 2��0.
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the =ather F= �eeG �:FlF>P	 tLrne; tF /e;mnta tF ;eMelFG his i;ea F= an ae:FlF>i:al sel=b

that is in harDFnP Nith natLre��


"n "n;ia	 the ;FDinant  an;hian aGGrFa:h that hFl;s DF;ern ;eMelFGDent as a :FntinLFLs 

=FrD F= :FlFnialisD an; tra;itiFnal :FDDLnities an; their Gra:ti:es as ;eeGlP e:FlF>i:allP 

sensitiMe has essentiallP 9e:FDe a aneN tra;itiFnalistb ;is:FLrse��� -he neF
tra;itiFnalists 

reAe:t the 0estern
Christian ;Lalisti: aGGrFa:hes tF natLre an; ;eDan; that :FnteDGFrarP 

enMirFnDental ethFs 9e =FLn;e; Fn anatiMeb tra;itiFns	 Garti:LlarlP !in;LisD� -he e==Frts 

tF relate !in;LisD tF e:FlF>i:al :Fn:erns 9e>an in the 1��
s 9Lt =FLn; a neN iDGetLs in 

the 1��
s�  aMin Man !Frnds in=FrDatiMe arti:le helG=LllP sLrMePs the literatLre that lF:ates 

atteDGts tF relate !in;L tra;itiFns tF natLre��� -hese ;eMelFGDents haMe	 Fn the Fne han;	 

le; tF eO:itin> :FnMersatiFns a9FLt the rFle F= reli>iFn in Diti>atin> Fn>Fin> enMirFnDental 

GrF9leDs��� "n ;Fin> sF	 theP alsF GrFMi;e a sGa:e an; :FnteOt =Fr interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le� 

(n the Fther han;	 theP ;iMLl>e the GFliti:s F= natLre in :FnteDGFrarP "n;ia� 

�h� �oli&i�% o� �a&'r�

-he neF
tra;itiFnalist ;is:FLrse Fn natLre in "n;ia is ;eeGlP GFliti:ise; as it has seMeral 

Garallels Nith the !in;L natiFnalist DFMeDent� �DDa &aN;sleP GFints FLt at least =FLr 

Garallels� >en;ere; an; sF:ial :FnserMatisD� sLGer=i:ial herDeneLti: analPses F= an:ient 

teOts	 Gartial an; crFDanti:d histFries� an; the essentialisatiFn F= s:ien:e an; �ast an; 

0est��1 "n an earlier :haGter	 Ne saN that the essentialisatiFn F= the �ast
0est 9inarP	 Nhi:h 

:FntinLes tF 9e an in=lLential 9inarP in :FnteDGFrarP s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le in 

"n;ia	 has its rFFts in (riental entan>leDents��� -his reDains the :ase in enMirFnDental 

;is:FLrses	 tFF� -hLs	  eFr>ina �reN	 Nith her stL;P Fn GrFAe:ts tF ;aD  an>a	 eOGFses 

hFN en>ineer
tLrne;
a:tiMists sL:h as  � �� �>arNal 9ase; their enMirFnDentalisD Fn 

�� Arne &aess, ‘Self	*ealiNation: An �cological ADDroac< to Being in t<e World’, The Trumpeter 4, no. 3 (19��):
3� %artin Haig<, ‘DeeD �cology �ducation: Learning from Its Vaisnava *oots’, Canadian �ournal of
�nAironmental �ducation 11 (2006): 43–�6� Knut A. "aco6sen, ‘B<agavadgitc, �cosoD<y T, and DeeD 
�cology’, In<uiry 39, no. 2 (1996): 2.

�	 Su6ir Sin<a, S<u6<ra Gururani, and Brian Green6erg, ‘T<e Y&ew TraditionalistZ Discourse of Indian
�nvironmentalism’, The �ournal of !easant $tudies 24, no. 3 (199�): 3.

�
 Gavin Van Horn, ‘Hindu Traditions and &ature: Survey Article’, (orldAieBs 10, no. 1 (2006): �–39.
�� Willis "enkins, %ary �velyn Tucker, and "o<n Grim, eds., #outledge Handboo6 of #eligion and �cology

(London: *outledge, 201�)� *oger S. Gottlie6, The  Cford Handboo6 of #eligion and �cology (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2006) Bot< t<ese sources Drovide a good overview of <ow different worldviews
attemDt to relate t<eir religious 6eliefs to contemDorary ecological c<allenges.

�1 �mma %awdsley, ‘Hindu &ationalism, &eo	Traditionalism and �nvironmental Discourses in India’,
�eoforum 3�, no. 3 (2006): 3.

�� See earlier discussion in 2.2.
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Gra:ti:es she :Fntrasts Nith the 0estern	 ratiFnal	 Gatriar:hal s:ien:e an; the :FnsLDerist 

0est� ,he alsF inMFBes the nFtiFn F= !ra6\ti as a =eDinine Grin:iGle =rFD "n;ian 

GhilFsFGhP�� that :an :Frre:t the 0estern ten;en:P F= ;FDinatin> natLre� !ra6\ti	 =Fr 

,hiMa	 liBe the  reeB  aia	 is an a:tiMe	 :reatiMe =Fr:e� "t is %erra �ater an; nFt Dere 

Datter	 an; 9P the saDe tFBen	 it is alsF sel=
re>Llatin> an; sa:re;� ,F she saPs	 a"n the 

NFrl;
MieN GersFni=ie; 9P the ChiGBF NFDen	 natLre is )raBvti	 the :reatFr an; sFLr:e F= 

Nealth	 an; rLral NFDen	 Geasants an; tri9als NhF liMe in	 an; ;eriMe sLstenan:e =rFD 

natLre	 haMe a sPsteDati: an; ;eeG BnFNle;>e F= natLreds GrF:esses F= reGrF;L:in> 

Nealth�b�� "t is this Ln;erstan;in> F= natLre as a sa:re; DFther that	 in ,hiMads MieN	 DaBes 

the natiMe aGGrFa:hes tF natLre >entler an; Bin;er an; their li=estPle natLrallP >reen�

0hile ,hiMads :Fntri9LtiFn tF e:FlF>i:al ;is:LssiFn has =FLn; =aMFLr in 9Fth "n;ia an; the 

0est	 it raises seMeral :Fn:erns� -F 9e>in Nith	 ,hiMads  an;hian aGGrFa:h rather 

siDGlisti:allP GFses the 0estern	 Dale	 s:ien:e a>ainst the natiMe	 =eDinine	 !ra6\ti� "n =a:t	 

9P relatin> Daleness Nith 0esternness	 ,hiMa ;F;>es the issLe F= Gatriar:hP in "n;ia� -he 

Datters F= :aste an; :lass are liBeNise GLshe; Ln;er the rL>� "n a;;itiFn	 the histFri:itP F= 

the rFDanti: Gi:tLre F= hLDan
natLre an; Dale
=eDale relatiFns in Gre
:FlFnial "n;ia that 

,hiMa raises tF :FLnter 0estern s:ien:e is HLestiFna9le� �rFD the theFlF>i:al GFint F= MieN	 

hFNeMer	 ,hiMads atteDGt tF :Frrelate e:FlF>i:al :FnserMatiFn an; reli>iFLs NFrl;MieN is F= 

Garti:Llar interest� ,hiMa is nFt alFne in the :FnMi:tiFn that the natLre
:entri: �astern 

NFrl;MieNs are DFre e:F
=rien;lP than the anthrFGF:entri: an; ;Lalisti: 0estern Fnes�

��ligio! i! 	!�ia! �!(iro! �!&ali% 

-he ;is:LssiFn Fn Nhether c�astern hFlisDd is DFre e==e:tiMe in ;ealin> Nith enMirFnDental 

GrF9leDs has 9een arFLn; sin:e %Pnn 0hite #r�ds in=lLential Gie:e� %Pnn 9laDe; #L;eF


Christian 9elie= that Gla:es hLDanitP a9FMe natLre as the :hie= reasFn 9ehin; e:FlF>i:al 

:rises��	 -F :FLnter the ;Lalisti: DF;es F= 0estern an; Christian thinBin> in their FNn 

:FnteOt	 0estern thinBers an; enMirFnDentalists haMe sin:e then 9een attra:te; tF �astern 

NFrl;MieNs in Nhi:h the  F;
hLDan
natLre 9FLn;aries are =lLi;� �Fr instan:e	 �rne 'aess	 

�� �or more on !ra6Rti in Indian D<ilosoD<y, see 2.1.
�� S<iva, $taying AliAe, 219.
�� Lynn W<ite "r, ‘T<e Historical *oots of Our �cologic Crisis’, $cience 1��, no. 3�6� (196�): 1203–�.
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the =ather F= �eeG �:FlF>P	 tLrne; tF /e;mnta tF ;eMelFG his i;ea F= an ae:FlF>i:al sel=b

that is in harDFnP Nith natLre��


"n "n;ia	 the ;FDinant  an;hian aGGrFa:h that hFl;s DF;ern ;eMelFGDent as a :FntinLFLs 
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sensitiMe has essentiallP 9e:FDe a aneN tra;itiFnalistb ;is:FLrse��� -he neF
tra;itiFnalists 

reAe:t the 0estern
Christian ;Lalisti: aGGrFa:hes tF natLre an; ;eDan; that :FnteDGFrarP 

enMirFnDental ethFs 9e =FLn;e; Fn anatiMeb tra;itiFns	 Garti:LlarlP !in;LisD� -he e==Frts 

tF relate !in;LisD tF e:FlF>i:al :Fn:erns 9e>an in the 1��
s 9Lt =FLn; a neN iDGetLs in 

the 1��
s�  aMin Man !Frnds in=FrDatiMe arti:le helG=LllP sLrMePs the literatLre that lF:ates 

atteDGts tF relate !in;L tra;itiFns tF natLre��� -hese ;eMelFGDents haMe	 Fn the Fne han;	 

le; tF eO:itin> :FnMersatiFns a9FLt the rFle F= reli>iFn in Diti>atin> Fn>Fin> enMirFnDental 

GrF9leDs��� "n ;Fin> sF	 theP alsF GrFMi;e a sGa:e an; :FnteOt =Fr interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le� 

(n the Fther han;	 theP ;iMLl>e the GFliti:s F= natLre in :FnteDGFrarP "n;ia� 

�h� �oli&i�% o� �a&'r�

-he neF
tra;itiFnalist ;is:FLrse Fn natLre in "n;ia is ;eeGlP GFliti:ise; as it has seMeral 

Garallels Nith the !in;L natiFnalist DFMeDent� �DDa &aN;sleP GFints FLt at least =FLr 

Garallels� >en;ere; an; sF:ial :FnserMatisD� sLGer=i:ial herDeneLti: analPses F= an:ient 

teOts	 Gartial an; crFDanti:d histFries� an; the essentialisatiFn F= s:ien:e an; �ast an; 

0est��1 "n an earlier :haGter	 Ne saN that the essentialisatiFn F= the �ast
0est 9inarP	 Nhi:h 

:FntinLes tF 9e an in=lLential 9inarP in :FnteDGFrarP s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le in 

"n;ia	 has its rFFts in (riental entan>leDents��� -his reDains the :ase in enMirFnDental 

;is:FLrses	 tFF� -hLs	  eFr>ina �reN	 Nith her stL;P Fn GrFAe:ts tF ;aD  an>a	 eOGFses 

hFN en>ineer
tLrne;
a:tiMists sL:h as  � �� �>arNal 9ase; their enMirFnDentalisD Fn 

�� Arne &aess, ‘Self	*ealiNation: An �cological ADDroac< to Being in t<e World’, The Trumpeter 4, no. 3 (19��):
3� %artin Haig<, ‘DeeD �cology �ducation: Learning from Its Vaisnava *oots’, Canadian �ournal of
�nAironmental �ducation 11 (2006): 43–�6� Knut A. "aco6sen, ‘B<agavadgitc, �cosoD<y T, and DeeD 
�cology’, In<uiry 39, no. 2 (1996): 2.

�	 Su6ir Sin<a, S<u6<ra Gururani, and Brian Green6erg, ‘T<e Y&ew TraditionalistZ Discourse of Indian
�nvironmentalism’, The �ournal of !easant $tudies 24, no. 3 (199�): 3.

�
 Gavin Van Horn, ‘Hindu Traditions and &ature: Survey Article’, (orldAieBs 10, no. 1 (2006): �–39.
�� Willis "enkins, %ary �velyn Tucker, and "o<n Grim, eds., #outledge Handboo6 of #eligion and �cology

(London: *outledge, 201�)� *oger S. Gottlie6, The  Cford Handboo6 of #eligion and �cology (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2006) Bot< t<ese sources Drovide a good overview of <ow different worldviews
attemDt to relate t<eir religious 6eliefs to contemDorary ecological c<allenges.

�1 �mma %awdsley, ‘Hindu &ationalism, &eo	Traditionalism and �nvironmental Discourses in India’,
�eoforum 3�, no. 3 (2006): 3.

�� See earlier discussion in 2.2.
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;is:FLrse Fn !in;L >ha>tra> �,:riGtLres� NhFse aLthFritP �alits haMe 9een ;e=Pin> =Fr 

a>es��
 &LBLl ,harDa	 in a siDilar Mein	 :ritiHLes earlier enMirFnDentalists sL:h as ,hiMa 

=Fr 9ein> arFDanti: GrFGFnents F= :aste an; :FDDLnitPb that MalFrise the Fr>anisatiFn F= 

:aste
9ase; :FDDLnitP as an e==e:tiMe NaP F= ;istri9Ltin> natLral resFLr:es an; GreserMin> 

its san:titP��� ,eMeral :FnteDGFrarP �alit Nriters :har>e "n;ian enMirFnDentalists F= 

i>nFrin> �alit insi>hts Fn natLre an; har9FLrin> astrFn> �rahDani:al Ln;er:Lrrents�b�� "n 

his Fther NFrB	 9ase; Fn a :ase stL;P F= three enMirFnDentalist GrFAe:ts	 &LBLl ,harDa 

:Fnten;s that DF;ern "n;ian enMirFnDentalisD is Darrie; tF !in;L natiFnalisD in tNF

NaPs� �nMirFnDentalist a>en;a taBes the !in;L natiFnalist NFrl;MieN as its >Li;in> 

Grin:iGle �,a==rFnisin> F= the  reen�	 an; !in;L natiFnalists haMe taBen enMirFnDentalisD 

as an arti:le F= =aith in its MisiFn � reenin> F= the ,a==rFn����

-he �alit :ritiHLe F= :FnteDGFrarP enMirFnDental ;is:FLrse ;iMLl>es the GFNer ;iDensiFns 

that the  an;hian aGGrFa:h ten;s tF i>nFre	 naDelP its FNn he>eDFnP� �P eDGlFPin> 

GFst:FlFnial theFrP eO:lLsiMelP tF the 9inarP F= �ast
0est	  an;hian DF;els ne>le:t the 

anatiMeb he>eDFnies� CFnteDGFrarP �alit NFrBs nFt FnlP hi>hli>ht the GFNer ;PnaDi:s in 

natiMe aGGrFa:hes tF e:FlF>i:al :Fn:erns	 9Lt 9P ;eDan;in> that :aste 9e:FDe an inte>ral 

Gart F= "n;ian enMirFnDental ;is:FLrse	 theP alsF taBe the GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:h a steG 

=Lrther� &FreFMer	 these NFrBs raise initial ;FL9ts :Fn:ernin> the rFDanti: nFtiFn that 

�astern reli>iFLs NFrl;MieNs	 in :Fntrast tF 0estern Fnes	 are natLre
=rien;lP in >e� �rFD a 

theFlF>i:al GersGe:tiMe	 this is an interestin> GFint tF Nhi:h Ne Nill retLrn later� �Fr nFN	 

Ne asB Nhat the he>eDFnP F= the  an;hian DF;el has Deant =Fr theFlF>i:al re=le:tiFn Fn 

natLre in "n;ia�  

�� Gail Omvedt, ‘W<y Dalits Dislike �nviromentalists’, The Hindu, 24 "une 199�.
�	 S<arma, Caste and �ature, 11�.
�
 *iya %uk<er>ee and Smita "<a, ‘YLive SimDly T<at All %ay SimDly LiveZ: *et<inking t<e �nvironmental 

Paradigms t<roug< Select Dalit Auto6iograD<ies’, $ociological �ulletin 6�, no. 2 (2016): 1�1, 2� Indulata 
Prasad, ‘Towards Dalit �cologies’, �nAironment and $ociety 13, no. 1 (SeDtem6er 2022): 1� %ukul S<arma,
‘Dalits and Indian �nvironmental Politics’, �conomic and !olitical (ee6ly 4�, no. 23 (2019): 23� S<u6<am
Pandey and Priyans<i &agarkoti, ‘An Ant<roDological Analysis of t<e Invisi6ility of Dalits of India in t<e
�nvironmental Discourse: A Tale of Su6>ugation, Alienation and *esistance’, Contemporary 'oice of �alit
13, no. 2 (2021): 2. �or similar trends in &eDal, see Seira Tamang, ‘T<e Politics of Conflict and Difference 
or t<e Difference of Conflict in Politics: T<e Women’s %ovement in &eDal’, Feminist #eAieB 91, no. 1 
(2009): 1.

�� %ukul S<arma, �reen and $affron: Hindu �ationalism and Indian �nAironmental !olitics (*anik<et:
Permanent Black, 2012).

1
�

!in;L tra;itiFns an; MalLes 9P :Fntrastin> theD a>ainst 0estern te:hnFlF>ies��� &FreFMer	 

as she ar>Les elseNhere	 :FnteDGFrarP enMirFnDental ;is:FLrse in "n;ia has 9e:FDe a 

hFt9e; F= a;an>erFLs an; ;iMisiMe reli>iFLs GFliti:s�b�� ,iDilarlP	 &LBLl ,harDa shFNs 

that the :FnteDGFrarP e:FlF>i:al narratiMe in "n;ia is iDDerse; in natiFnalisD��� "n the 

hi>hlP sensitiMe anti
:FlFnial enMirFnDent	 the rFFts F= e:FlF>i:al :FrrLGtiFn are tra:e; tF 

aFLtsi;eb in=lLen:es an; the iDa>es F= the an:ient	 >lFriFLs Gast are eDGlFPe; tF =Fster the 

nee; =Fr !in;L LnitP� +ana )� �� ,in>h	 NhF has Da;e an iDDense :Fntri9LtiFn tF 

=FLn;in> enMirFnDental :Fn:erns Fn the "n;ian ethFs	 saPs	 

-he ;isaGGearin> Gresen:e F= !in;L thinBin> a9FLt the Dan_natLre_:FsDFs
relatiFnshiG is Fne F= the 9asi: :aLses =Fr the Gresent enMirFnDental :risis that 
"n;ia is =a:in> tF;aP^� �Lrin> the Gast �

 Pears F= =Frei>n :LltLral 
;FDinatiFn`9e>innin> Nith "slaD an; =FllFNe; 9P �LrFGean ChristianitP`
the an:ient !in;L MalLe sPsteD has lFst DanP F= its =a:ets��	

,L:h a =raDin> F= ;is:FLrse is then Lse; tF lLDG tF>ether an; hFDF>enise all "n;ian 

eOGressiFns relatin> tF natLre as a!in;L�b -he ten;en:P =Fr !in;L natiFnalist MFi:es tF 

hiAa:B the e:FlF>i:al ;is:FLrse is sF GerMasiMe that Nhile ChaGGel ;i==erentiates 9etNeen 

;iMerse "n;ian tra;itiFns sL:h as tri9al	 �rahDini: an; as:eti:	  � Man !Frn :Fnten;s that 

ait is F=ten ;i==i:Llt tF ;istin>Lish	 GerhaGs esGe:iallP 9e:aLse F= :FnteDGFrarP natiFnalisti: 

"n;ian e==Frts tFNar; Lni=i:atiFn	 Nhere c!in;LisDd en;s an; ctri9ald tra;itiFns 9e>in�b -he 

�rahDini: he>eDFnP ;Fes nFt DerelP ;rFNn FLt Fther MFi:es =rFD the ;is:LssiFn Fn 

natLre	 9Lt its atteDGt tF DarrP e:FlF>P Nith !in;L theDes is alsF F=ten DFtiMate; 9P 

:LltLral Gri;e that =Lels intFleran:e tFNar;s reli>iFLs DinFrities� -his is NhP	 Nhile �astern 

reli>iFns DaP haMe aGGeale; tF e:FlF>i:allP sensitiMe in;iMi;Lals liMin> in the 0est	 =Fr 

"n;ian reli>iFLs an; :aste DinFrities	 it :FntinLes tF 9e a sFLr:e F= FGGressiFn�

� Ni;elP share; �alit rea:tiFn tF the  an;hian stPle F= enMirFnDentalisD is sLDDe; LG in 

 ail (DMe;tds shFrt 9Lt in=lLential Gie:e	 (hD �alit> �i>li6e �nAiron8entali>t>� �Fr 

(DMe;t	 "n;ian �nMirFnDentalisD is le; 9P hi>h :astes NhF Nant tF =FLn; e:FlF>i:al 

�� Georgina Drew, #iAer �ialogues: Hindu Faith and the !olitical �cology of �ams on the $acred �anga
(Tucson, A2: University of AriNona Press, 201�), 130–3�.

�� �mma %awdsley, ‘T<e A6use of *eligion and �cology: T<e Vis<a Hindu Paris<ad and Te<ri Dam’,
(orldAieBs 9, no. 1 (200�): 1–24.

�� %ukul S<arma, ‘Hindu &ationalism and *ig<t	Wing �cology: *SS, %odi and %ot<erland Post	2014’, $tudies
in Indian !olitics 11, no. 1 (2023): 1.

�� *ana P. B. Sing<, ‘�cological Cosmology in Hindu Tradition for t<e 21st Century’, in Asian !erspectiAes on 
the (orldLs #eligions after $eptember ��, ed. Arvind S<arma and %ad<u K<anna (Santa Bar6ara, CA:
Praeger, 2013), 233–�0.
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:lFser :Fnne:tiFn Nith natLre than thFse NhF	 =rFD a ;istan:e	 instrLDentalise it =Fr 

:FnsLDGtiFn� 

,in:e its MerP 9e>innin>	 �alit theFlF>Pds iDDe;iate :Fn:erns haMe reMFlMe; arFLn; 

resistin> sF:iFe:FnFDi: Dar>inalisatiFn	 a GriFritP that e:FtheFlF>P has nFt Pet FMertaBen�

!FNeMer	 e:F=eDinist ;is:FLrses F=ten Gla:e �alits	 �;iMasis	 NFDen	 an; natLre en -loc

as :FDDFn Mi:tiDs F= e:FlF>i:al ;e>ra;atiFn��
 "t is then assLDe; that �alits share the 

saDe eOGerien:e F= 9ein> in harDFnP Nith natLre an; GFssess the saDe traits in :Fnne:tin> 

Nith natLre as the Fther >rFLGs liMin> :lFse tF natLre� 

�Lt Nhat natiMe Gra:ti:es ;F e:F=eDinists an; Fther e:FtheFlF>i:al MFi:es 9rin> tF the 

;is:LssiFn F= natLre that are :rL:ial =Fr a theFlF>i:al GrFAe:t sL:h as this� �raNin> DL:h 

=rFD ,hiMa here	 e:F=eDinist theFlF>ian  nana;asFn :Fnsi;ers =eDale Grin:iGles sL:h as 

Sa6ti an; !ra6\ti that Gla:e NFDen an; natLre si;e 9P si;e in their resistan:e a>ainst 

FGGressiFn� -hese	 theP :laiD	 haMe GrFMi;e; iDGetLs tF their strL>>le =Fr li9eratiFn sin:e 

an:ient tiDes� ,iDilarlP	 the i;ea F= lF:al >F;;esses that >Lar;e; =Frests is GreMalent in 

DanP in;i>enFLs sF:ieties� "n DanP "n;ian lan>La>es	 :Fn:eGts sL:h as -h@/eAi �>F;;ess 

earth� an; -h@8ata �DFther earth� are :FDDFn��� -hese nFtiFns	 =Fr  nana;asFn	 >F tF 

shFN athe sGiritLal 9Fn; 9etNeen hLDanitP an; natLreb Nhi:h is aat the :Fre F= FLr 

:LltLres	b�� 9Lt alien tF DF;ernitP� ,he is aNare that these insi>hts :an 9e �Dis�Ln;erstFF; 

as a Glea tF retLrn tF an esFteri: Gast	 9Lt she :hFFses tF eDGlFP theD atF ;raN stren>th 

=rFD the rFle that natLre GlaPs in the liMes F= FLr GeFGle�b��

-hese :FnMi:tiFns haMe theFlF>i:al iDGli:atiFns� -he GFNer F= this in;i>enFLs :Fn:eGtiFn 

F= hLDan
natLre inter:Fnne:te;ness :annFt 9e =LllP Lnleashe; Lntil GreMalent theFlF>i:al 

nFtiFns that Gla:e the tNF a>ainst ea:h Fther are rearti:Llate; Fr renFLn:e;� �::Fr;in>lP	 

9Fth 3a:hariah an;  nana;asFn raise sLsGi:iFn a9FLt Christian theFlF>Pds rFle in 

eOa:er9atin> e:FlF>i:al :rises� �Fr 3a:hariah	 theFlF>P as a  F;
talB has F=ten =Ln:tiFne;

as a asa:re; :anFGPb tF =a:ilitate the a:FlFnisatiFn F= the li=eNFrl;b �the terD that he Gi:Bs 

=rFD #[r>en !a9erDas���1  nana;asFn	 liBeNise	 :Fntests Christian nFtiFns that 

�� Gnanadason, ‘1es, Creator God’, 163–64.
�	 Aruna Gnanadason, ‘Women, �conomy and �cology’, in �cotheology 'oices from $outh and �orth, ed. David 

G Hallman (�ugene, O*: WiDf and Stock Pu6lis<ers, 1994), 1�3.
�
 Gnanadason, ‘*esDonse’, ��.
�� Gnanadason, ‘*esDonse’, �6.
�1 2ac<aria<, AlternatiAes &nincorporated, 6, 13.
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"n;ian Christian e:FtheFlF>ians	 e:F=eDinist theFlF>ians	 an; tri9al theFlF>ians haMe 

lar>elP =FllFNe; the lea; F=  an;hian enMirFnDentalists an; the GFstDF;ern an; 

GFst:FlFnial :ritiHLes F= ;Lalisti: DF;es F= thinBin> in GFsitin> that	 as hFlisti: an; GFrFLs	

the "n;ian NFrl;MieN is aLthenti:allP natLre
:entri:�  

CFnsi;erin> the iDGa:t F= natLral ;e>ra;atiFn Fn in;i>enFLs :FDDLnities sL:h as -ri9als 

an; �;iMasis	�1 theFlF>i:al re=le:tiFn Fn natLre in "n;ia has reDaine; GriDarilP :entre; 

arFLn; theD� -heFlF>i:al stran;s sL:h as e:FtheFlF>P an; e:F=eDinisD haMe taBen the 

GFstDF;ern an; GFst:FlFnial :ritiHLe F= 0estern ;LalisD intF their stri;e� �:F=eDinist 

theFlF>ians	 sL:h as �rLna  nana;asFn	 hi>hli>ht hFN the e:FlF>i:al ;estrL:tiFn 

:FDDitte; 9P raGi; in;LstrialisatiFn Ln;er :FlFnial GFNer an; its :FntinLatiFn Ln;er natiMe 

>FMernDent iDGa:ts Dar>inalise; :FDDLnities	 Garti:LlarlP NFDen an; :hil;ren� "n line 

Nith ,hiMa	 she :Fnsi;ers the aNestern Gatriar:hal Gara;i>D F= ;eMelFGDent��� at the rFFt F= 

the ;e>ra;atiFn F= the earth�b�� -aBin> =rFD ,allie &:�a>Le	  nana;asFn hi>hli>hts the 

Gla:e F= NFDen as a9earers F= tra;itiFns F= GrL;en:eb in in;i>enFLs :FDDLnities���

 eFr>e 3a:hariah an; %ilP &en;FQa ar>Le that e:FtheFlF>P itsel= nee;s ;e:FlFnisatiFn	 

Nhi:h Deans re=le:tin> LGFn the ae:FtheFlF>i:al MisiFns	 Gra:ti:es	 ethi:s	 resilien:e	 an; 

GraOis F= "n;i>enFLs an; sL9altern :FDDLnitiesb Nhi:h aF==er Ls nFn
;Lalisti: an; 

relatiFnal NFrl;MieNs Nhi:h are antitheti:al tF the lF>i: F= :FnHLest an; cRthin>i:atiFnd�b��

"n anFther Gla:e	 3a:hariah eOhFrts tF ;eMelFG a�arth ethi:s =rFD the >rassrFFtsb�� 9P 

eDGlFPin> aGGrFa:hes that are :aste
sensitiMe	 as :FnteDGFrarP ;FDinant e:FtheFlF>i:al 

re=le:tiFns in "n;ia are :aste
9lin;	 eOGFsin> the :aste GriMile>e F= ;FDinant MFi:es��	 �s in 

,hiMads NFrB	 there is a :lear re:F>nitiFn tF GaP hee; tF the Dar>inalise; MFi:es that share a 

�1 Adivasis, literally meaning ‘first dwellers’ refers to t<e indigenous communities of India. However, it <as
6ecome a Doliticised term and an indication of t<e assertion of identity of t<e original in<a6itants against t<e 
Aryans w<o arrived later.
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�� %endoNa and 2ac<aria<, �ecoloniEing �cotheology.
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-he GFstDF;ern	 GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes taBen 9P e:FtheFlF>ians an; e:F=eDinists GrFMi;e

an aGt analPsis F= ;Lalisti: thinBin> that GFsits hLDans as Dasters F= natLre an; FGens the 

latter =Fr eOGlFitatiFn� -heir stress Fn :lFser :Fnne:tiFns 9etNeen  F;	 hLDans	 an; natLre is 

a GFsitiMe asGe:t =Fr the theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; that Ne Nant tF :arrP =FrNar; Nith Ls� 

!FNeMer	 in the GrF:ess	 their aGGrFa:h raises seMeral HLestiFns that DLst 9e a;;resse;�  

�Fth  an;hian an; GFstDF;ern
GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes taBe it =Fr >rante; that hFlisti: 

an; GFrFLs NFrl;MieNs are e:F
=rien;lP� -here is an Ln:riti:al a::eGtan:e F= the neF


tra;itiFnalist	 !in;L an; !in;LtMa :riti:isD F= the DF;ern�0estern�Christian DF;el F= 

relatin> tF natLre	 :Fntrastin> the tNF in a NaP that the =FrDer is :Fnsi;ere; hFlisti: an; the 

latter ;Lalisti:�

"n e:F=eDinist narratiMes	 it is F=ten assLDe; that NFDen an; natLre share a LniHLe an; 

natLral sFli;aritP� "Da>es GFintin> tF Garallel eOGerien:es	 sL:h as the Fr>ani: natLre F= the 

NFD9 an; the earth	 are eDGlFPe; tF GrFMi;e a helG=Ll Gi:tLre tF iDa>ine earth
NFDen 

sFli;aritP� -he �i9le itsel= iDa>ines natLre as >rFanin> in the Gain F= :hil;9irth �+FD� 

������ -he GarallelisD is =Lrther eOten;e; in that 9Fth haMe 9een Mi:tiDs F= the re:Bless

a;FDiniFnb F= the DFre GFNer=Ll� !FNeMer	 the :Fn:lLsiFn that these iDa>es iDGlP a 

sGe:ial :Fnne:tiFn 9etNeen NFDen an; natLre	 Nhere9P theP are 9etter eHLiGGe; tF 

Ln;erstan; enMirFnDental :rises than Den	 is HLestiFna9le� "n =a:t	 seMeral re:ent 

ethnF>raGhi: stL;ies in "n;ia DaBe sL:h a ;e;L:tiFn :FntentiFLs�	1 "nstea;	 theP in;i:ate 

that NFDen haMe ;iMerse Lr>ent :Fn:erns that F=ten FMerri;e e:FlF>i:al interests an; that 

Nhen GLsh :FDes tF shFMe	 NFDen :an 9e as rLthless tFNar;s natLre as Den� 'atLre itsel= 

reDains iDGartial in hFN it treats hLDans _ it is as Gain=Ll =Fr NFDen as =Fr the Den 

la9FLrin> in it� natLral ;isasters a==e:t Den as DL:h as theP ;F NFDen� 

!FNeMer	 Nhat is eMen DFre :FntentiFLs is the e:F=eDinist atteDGt tF eDGlFP �astern 

DF;els F=  F;
NFrl; interrelatiFnalitP Nherein  F; is :FrGFreallP relate; tF the Daterial 

NFrl;� �esi;es the theFlF>i:al HLestiFns it raises	 it is a HLestiFn F= GLrGFse� "n Fther 

NFr;s	 i= the F9Ae:tiMe F= eDGlFPin> the :FrGFreal DF;el F=  F;
natLre interrelatiFnalitP is 

�1 DeeDa "os<i, ‘�eminist Solidarity� Women’s �ngagement in Politics and t<e ImDlications for Water
%anagement in t<e Dar>eeling Himalaya’, Mountain #esearch and �eAelopment 34, no. 3 (August 2014):
243–�4� Cecile "ackson, ‘Women�&ature or Gender�History�: A CritiEue of �cofeminist YDeveloDmentZ’,
The �ournal of !easant $tudies 20, no. 3 (1993): 3� S<u6<ra Gururani, ‘�orests of Pleasure and Pain:
Gendered Practices of La6or and Liveli<ood in t<e �orests of t<e Kumaon Himalayas, India’, �ender� !lace 
and Culture: A �ournal of Feminist �eography 9, no. 3 (2002): 3.
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GrFDLl>ate anthrFGF:entrisD	 sL:h as ;FDiniFn FMer an; steNar;shiG F= natLre Nhi:h are

hel; resGFnsi9le =Fr the :FlFnisatiFn F= lan;s an; natLre��� -hese nFtiFns GrFMi;e a9i9li:al 

san:tiFn =Fr the eOtra:tiFn F= DFre an; DFre =rFD the li=e
>iMin> DFther earth�b�� -heP are 

;estrL:tiMe nFt ALst tF the enMirFnDent 9Lt alsF tF in;i>enFLs enMirFnDental Gra:ti:es that

ahaMe earth at its :entre�b�� -he analPsis F= 3e:hariah an;  nana;asFn resFnates Nith a 

9rFa;er :riti:isD F= Christian theFlF>i:al nFtiFns sL:h as steNar;shiG an;	 Garti:LlarlP	 

;FDiniFn ;Le tF the Ln;ertFnes F= anthrFGF:entrisD theP :arrP��� $NFB )Li
lan	 =Fr 

instan:e	 :Fnsi;ers eOGlFitatiFn F= natLre as its a:FlFnisatiFnb��	

-hese aLthFrs ar>Le that the a9Lse F= the enMirFnDent in the naDe F= s:ienti=i:

;eMelFGDent :annFt 9e :hallen>e; Lntil the theFlF>i:al lan>La>e F= ;FDiniFn an; ;Lalisti: 

DF;els F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG are renFLn:e;� "t is a tasB F= theFlF>P	 there=Fre	 tF 

arti:Llate  F;
hLDan
natLre inter:Fnne:tiFn in an e:FlF>i:allP sensitiMe an; hFlisti: NaP�

-hLs	 =Fr  nana;asFn	 ChristianitPds nee; tF are:FnstrL:t the lan>La>e F=  F;b is a 

c:FrFllarPd tF the ne:essitP F= :FnstrL:tin> a DFre earthlFMin> =aith�b�
 �FllFNin> ,allie 

&:�a>Le a>ain here	 she :alls =Fr are:laiDin> the earth as the 9F;P F=  F;b =Fr a"= the 

earth is the 9F;P F=  F;	 then Ne :annFt 9Lt re:F>niQe the earthds sa:re;ness�b��

 nana;asFnds e:F=eDinist MisiFn eDGhasises the >iMenness an; sa:re;ness F= li=e in 

eMerPthin>	 GFses a ra;i:al :hallen>e tF �ristFtelian ;LalisDs an; stresses :Fnne:te;ness 

9etNeen hLDanitP an; natLre��� � siDilar ar>LDent is alsF nFti:e; in +FseDarP +a;=Fr; 

+eLther	 NhF :Fnten;s that the 9i9li:al :Fn:eGt F= the :FsDFs as the 9F;P F= Christ �in 

a;;itiFn tF the :Fn:eGt F= :FMenant� :Frre:ts the ;e>ra;atiFn F= NFDen an; natLre�	� "n 

:FnteDGFrarP tiDes	 Catherine $eller is Garti:LlarlP in=lLential in GrFGa>atin> 

Ganentheisti: iDa>es F=  F;	 Nhere  F; an; the NFrl; share a Daterial 9Fn;� 

�� Gnanadason, ‘1es, Creator God’, 166–6�.
�� Gnanadason, ‘Women, �conomy and �cology’, 1�4.
�� Gnanadason, ‘1es, Creator God’, 163.
�� W<ite "r, ‘Historical *oots’� *osemary *adford *uet<er, �aia and �od: An �cofeminist Theology of �arth 

Healing (San �rancisco, CA: HarDerCollins, 1992), 4�.
�� Kwok Pui	lan, !ostcolonial Imagination and Feminist Theolog (Louisville, K1: Westminster "o<n Knox

Press, 200�), 162.
�� Gnanadason, ‘1es, Creator God’, 166.
�	 Gnanadason, ‘1es, Creator God’, 16�.
�
 Gnanadason, ‘Women, �conomy and �cology’, 1�4.
�� *osemary *adford *uet<er, ‘�co	�eminism and T<eology’, in �cotheology: 'oices from $outh and �orth, ed. 

David G Hallman (�ugene, O*: WiDf and Stock Pu6lis<ers, 1994), 202–4.
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-he GFstDF;ern	 GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes taBen 9P e:FtheFlF>ians an; e:F=eDinists GrFMi;e

an aGt analPsis F= ;Lalisti: thinBin> that GFsits hLDans as Dasters F= natLre an; FGens the 

latter =Fr eOGlFitatiFn� -heir stress Fn :lFser :Fnne:tiFns 9etNeen  F;	 hLDans	 an; natLre is 

a GFsitiMe asGe:t =Fr the theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; that Ne Nant tF :arrP =FrNar; Nith Ls� 

!FNeMer	 in the GrF:ess	 their aGGrFa:h raises seMeral HLestiFns that DLst 9e a;;resse;�  

�Fth  an;hian an; GFstDF;ern
GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes taBe it =Fr >rante; that hFlisti: 

an; GFrFLs NFrl;MieNs are e:F
=rien;lP� -here is an Ln:riti:al a::eGtan:e F= the neF


tra;itiFnalist	 !in;L an; !in;LtMa :riti:isD F= the DF;ern�0estern�Christian DF;el F= 

relatin> tF natLre	 :Fntrastin> the tNF in a NaP that the =FrDer is :Fnsi;ere; hFlisti: an; the 

latter ;Lalisti:�

"n e:F=eDinist narratiMes	 it is F=ten assLDe; that NFDen an; natLre share a LniHLe an; 

natLral sFli;aritP� "Da>es GFintin> tF Garallel eOGerien:es	 sL:h as the Fr>ani: natLre F= the 

NFD9 an; the earth	 are eDGlFPe; tF GrFMi;e a helG=Ll Gi:tLre tF iDa>ine earth
NFDen 

sFli;aritP� -he �i9le itsel= iDa>ines natLre as >rFanin> in the Gain F= :hil;9irth �+FD� 

������ -he GarallelisD is =Lrther eOten;e; in that 9Fth haMe 9een Mi:tiDs F= the re:Bless

a;FDiniFnb F= the DFre GFNer=Ll� !FNeMer	 the :Fn:lLsiFn that these iDa>es iDGlP a 

sGe:ial :Fnne:tiFn 9etNeen NFDen an; natLre	 Nhere9P theP are 9etter eHLiGGe; tF 

Ln;erstan; enMirFnDental :rises than Den	 is HLestiFna9le� "n =a:t	 seMeral re:ent 

ethnF>raGhi: stL;ies in "n;ia DaBe sL:h a ;e;L:tiFn :FntentiFLs�	1 "nstea;	 theP in;i:ate 

that NFDen haMe ;iMerse Lr>ent :Fn:erns that F=ten FMerri;e e:FlF>i:al interests an; that 

Nhen GLsh :FDes tF shFMe	 NFDen :an 9e as rLthless tFNar;s natLre as Den� 'atLre itsel= 

reDains iDGartial in hFN it treats hLDans _ it is as Gain=Ll =Fr NFDen as =Fr the Den 

la9FLrin> in it� natLral ;isasters a==e:t Den as DL:h as theP ;F NFDen� 

!FNeMer	 Nhat is eMen DFre :FntentiFLs is the e:F=eDinist atteDGt tF eDGlFP �astern 

DF;els F=  F;
NFrl; interrelatiFnalitP Nherein  F; is :FrGFreallP relate; tF the Daterial 

NFrl;� �esi;es the theFlF>i:al HLestiFns it raises	 it is a HLestiFn F= GLrGFse� "n Fther 

NFr;s	 i= the F9Ae:tiMe F= eDGlFPin> the :FrGFreal DF;el F=  F;
natLre interrelatiFnalitP is 

�1 DeeDa "os<i, ‘�eminist Solidarity� Women’s �ngagement in Politics and t<e ImDlications for Water
%anagement in t<e Dar>eeling Himalaya’, Mountain #esearch and �eAelopment 34, no. 3 (August 2014):
243–�4� Cecile "ackson, ‘Women�&ature or Gender�History�: A CritiEue of �cofeminist YDeveloDmentZ’,
The �ournal of !easant $tudies 20, no. 3 (1993): 3� S<u6<ra Gururani, ‘�orests of Pleasure and Pain:
Gendered Practices of La6or and Liveli<ood in t<e �orests of t<e Kumaon Himalayas, India’, �ender� !lace 
and Culture: A �ournal of Feminist �eography 9, no. 3 (2002): 3.
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"n their Qest tF :ritiHLe 0estern DF;ernitP	 these ;FDinant aGGrFa:hes restri:t �alit MieNs 

F= natLre =rFD eDer>in> in tNF NaPs� �irstlP	 theP ;F nFt sL==i:ientlP a;;ress the issLes F= 

:aste an; its entan>leDent Nith natLre in their ;is:FLrses Fn the enMirFnDent	 an;	 

se:Fn;lP	 theP ;F nFt GaP aDGle attentiFn tF the ;iMersitP F= �alit MieNs Fn DF;ernitP	 

Garti:LlarlP their en>a>eDent Nith DF;ern s:ien:e� -he :Lrrent :rFG F= �alit Nriters an; 

the :hLrnin> Nithin �alit stL;ies haMe GrF9leDatise; 9Fth these :Fnstraints GLt Fn theD� 

-heP Lr>e �alit MieNs Fn natLre tF 9e allFNe; the sGa:e tF arti:Llate theDselMes� �alit 

theFlF>P :an 9ene=it DL:h =rFD thFse arti:LlatiFns�

��a%%�%%i!g �a%&� a!� �a&'r�

�s seen a9FMe	 :FnteDGFrarP �alit thinBers ar>Le that their MFi:es are FMerlFFBe; in 

:FnteDGFrarP enMirFnDental ;is:FLrse in "n;ia� �Lt Nhat neN insi>hts :an :aste 9rin> tF the 

;is:LssiFn F= natLre�  

�alit arti:LlatiFns F= natLre ;eriMe their le>itiDa:P =rFD the =a:t that �alits	 liBe the 

�;iMasis	 as GFFr an; ;isa;Manta>e;	 liMe aearthPb liMes in GrFOiDitP tF natLre� �s sL:h	 

theP are assLDe; tF 9e a9le tF F==er a DFre nLan:e; an; 9alan:e; aGGraisal F= natLre than 

Fther siDilar =FrDLlatiFns� �alit GersGe:tiMes Fn natLre are ;eeGlP in=FrDe; 9P their FNn 

raN eOGerien:es in natLre� ,in:e their MerP sLrMiMal ;eGen;s LGFn the sLrMiMal F= natLre 

arFLn; theD	 their eOGerien:es :hallen>e ;FDinant nFtiFns F= GrF>ress an; ;eMelFGDent 

an; the ;Lalisti: NFrl;MieN that GrFDLl>ates the a9Lse F= natLre� CFnMerselP	 it hFl;s the 

GFtential tF :Frre:t the rFDanti: ten;en:ies F= hLDan
natLre harDFnP that haMe 9e:FDe a 

hallDarB F= DL:h F= the :FnteDGFrarP literatLre Fn natLre	 sL:h as the  an;hian literatLre 

F9serMe; a9FMe� 0ith this ;Lal :Fntri9LtiFn	 the �alit MFi:e Fn natLre :an 9e a si>ni=i:ant 

:FnMersatiFn Gartner =Fr a theFlF>P F= natLre� 

-he neN :rFG F= �alit Nriters	 ,harDa in Garti:Llar	 atteDGts tF shFN Nhat natLre lFFBs 

liBe tF �alits =rFD this GrFOiDitP� ,harDa ar>Les that :aste an; natLre are a;eeGlP 

intertNine;�b	� !e interrF>ates MariFLs �alit sFLr:es _ sFn>s	 DPths	 DeDFries	 

narratiMes an; Nritin>s 9P �alit i;eFlF>Les	 lea;ers an; Nriters tF ar>Le that tF the 

�alits	 natLre ;Fes nFt :FDe as an eDGtP :Fntainer	 9Lt a thFrFL>hlP a:aste
iQe;b realitP� 

'atLral sGa:es an; lan;s:aGes stan; tF theD as reDin;ers F= :Fnstraints Gla:e; 9P the 

�� S<arma, Caste and �ature, xiv–xv.
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tF GrFMi;e e:FlF>i:al ethi:s =Fr FLr tiDes	 :an re>ar;in> the Daterial NFrl; as the 9F;P F= 

 F; a:hieMe that F9Ae:tiMe� -his :FrFllarP nFt FnlP reDains ahistFri:	 9Lt as is F=ten the 

:ase in the "n;ian :FnteOt	 the :FrGFreal Ln;erstan;in> F= the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG 

GrFDLl>ates a :areless attitL;e tFNar;s natLre� 

�Fr eOaDGle	 $ellP �lleP	 in her ethnF>raGhi: resear:h Fn 'aDaDi  an>e	 a GrFAe:t 

;esi>ne; tF :lean LG the  an>es	 asBe; NhP	 ;esGite its sa:re; statLs	 the  an>es reDains 

Fne F= the DFst GFllLte; riMers in the NFrl;� �lleP =FLn; that the natiMes NhF F=ten 

:ele9rate its ;iMine Fri>in see her as a sa:re; DFther NhF :leans LG the Dess :reate; 9P her 

i>nFrant :hil;ren	 9Lt ;Fes nFt reHLire theD tF retLrn the =aMFLr�	� CFnseHLentlP	 the 

natiMes GFllLte the enMirFnDent NithFLt anP >Lilt� "n this	 as &an>alNa;i F9serMes	 a 

c>F;;ess
NFrshiGGin> "n;ian Milla>e NhFse NFrl;
MieN is nFt De:hanisti: 9Lt Fr>ani: an; 

aniDisti: is F=ten ALst as anti
e:FlF>i:al as the De:hanisti:�d	�

-F a;;	 in DL:h F= the natiMe NFrl;MieNs that e:FtheFlF>P literatLre Gla:es a>ainst 

0estern re;L:tiFnisD	 natLre is :Fnsi;ere; in;Nelt 9P sGirits an;	 there=Fre	 =eare; an; 

NFrshiGGe;� 0hile =Fr the anti
DF;ern theFlF>ians	 this DaP GFint tF e:FlF>i:al 

:Fns:iFLsness	 =Fr DanP in;i>enFLs GeFGle theDselMes	 natLre hFl;s the statLs F= a realitP 

that is in=Lse; Nith ;iMinitP	 Nhi:h	 i= nFt aGGease;	 :an in=li:t :alaDities Fn hLDans� ,in:e 

hLDans are GFNerless 9e=Fre natLre	 Nhi:h is :Fnsi;ere; the a9F;e F= the ;iMine	 all hLDan 

interMentiFn in it	 eMen =Fr its :FnserMatiFn	 is GFintless� -hLs	 the :FrGFreal iDa>e F= the 

 F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG a:hieMes the eOa:t FGGFsite F= Nhat it aiDe; tF _ 9P DaBin> 

hLDans GFNerless in the han;s F= natLre an; ;eGriMin> the latter F= hLDan interMentiFn	 it

;is:FLra>es the ;eMelFGDent F= e:FlF>i:al ethi:s� 

"n;ian e:F=eDinist an; e:FtheFlF>i:al MFi:es	 in their sear:h =Fr anatiMeb =FLn;atiFns =Fr 

e:FlF>i:al :Fn:erns	 ;F nFt GaP sL==i:ient attentiFn tF these realities� �s in=lLen:e; 9P 

 an;hian an; GFst:FlFnial enMirFnDental ;is:FLrses	 their =F:Ls reDains liDite; tF 

:Fn=rFntin> the aeOternalb in:LrsiFns Nhile FMerlFFBin> in;i>enFLs Gra:ti:es an; tra;itiFns

that harD the Nell
9ein> F= hLDans an; the enMirFnDent� 

�� Kelly D. Alley, ‘T<e Goddess Ganga: Her Power, %yt<os, and Worldly C<allenges’, in �oddesses in (orld 
Culture, ed. Patricia %onag<an, 1: Asia and Africa (WestDort, CT: Greenwood Pu6lis<ing GrouD, 2010), 33–
4�.

�� %angalwadi, (hen the �eB Age �ets  ld, 106.
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e:FlF>i:al as the De:hanisti:�d	�

-F a;;	 in DL:h F= the natiMe NFrl;MieNs that e:FtheFlF>P literatLre Gla:es a>ainst 
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 F;
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�� Kelly D. Alley, ‘T<e Goddess Ganga: Her Power, %yt<os, and Worldly C<allenges’, in �oddesses in (orld 
Culture, ed. Patricia %onag<an, 1: Asia and Africa (WestDort, CT: Greenwood Pu6lis<ing GrouD, 2010), 33–
4�.

�� %angalwadi, (hen the �eB Age �ets  ld, 106.
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NFrshiG	 eMen 9e=Fre Fne starts tF a;;ress the DFnstrFLs sF:ial inALsti:es that 
are a::eGte; as a :FnseHLen:e F= 9lin; =aith in natLre�	


-F a;;	 LnliBe 0estern enMirFnDentalisD	 Nhi:h Nil=LllP ;iMFr:es NFrB an; natLre an; 

DaBes the latter a Gla:e F= Gristine 9eaLtP	 re:reatiFn an; leisLre		� �alits en>a>e Nith natLre 

thrFL>h NFrB	 Nhi:h theP eOGerien:e as la9FriFLs	 te;iFLs an; ne:essarP =Fr sLrMiMal� -heir

GrFOiDitP tF natLre	 Nhi:h is sF rFDanti:ise; in ;FDinant ;is:FLrses	 has saMe; theD neither 

=rFD their :LD9ersFDe la9FLr nFr =rFD their ;ire GFMertP� "= anPthin>	 the rFDanti:isatiFn F= 

their la9FLr an; GFMertP is F=ten Lse; as an eO:Lse tF leaMe theD in the ;eGlFra9le :Fn;itiFns 

F= li=e� &FreFMer	 as thFse liMin> :lFse tF natLre	 theP alsF reDain DFst MLlnera9le tF 

;isasters in natLre	 Ln;FL9te;lP hLDan
Da;e	 9Lt alsF natLral� -hese �alit eOGerien:es an; 

eOGressiFns DLst 9e :Fnsi;ere; tF 9alan:e the rFDanti: reGresentatiFn F= �alits 9P  an;hian 

narratiMes :FnstrL:te; Ln;er GFst:FlFnial in=lLen:es� -heP alsF F==er si>ni=i:ant an; realisti: 

si>nGFsts that reDain a :rL:ial �alit :Fntri9LtiFn tF a theFlF>P F= natLre in the "n;ian :FnteOt 

an; 9ePFn;�

!FNeMer	 �alit MieN F= natLre is nFt =FLn; in the :FnteOt F= enMirFnDental ;is:LssiFns 

alFne	 9Lt alsF in their relatiFn tF DF;ern s:ien:e	 as a ;is:iGline en>a>e; in stL;Pin> natLre	 

Nhi:h tFF reHLires a reassessDent� 

,1,1 �alits and S�ien�e 4 �n�t�er 
eassessment2

,tran>elP	 DF;ern s:ien:e has nFt tPGi:allP 9een :Fnsi;ere; a =Frte F= �alit en>a>eDent 9P 

Fthers� -his ;is:riDinatFrP treatDent is ;Le tF seMeral reasFns� �irstlP	 there is a GFGLlar 

9Lt :Fnstrainin> Ger:eGtiFn F= s:ien:e as a LniHLelP DF;ern	 0estern ;is:iGline Nith a 

LniHLe set F= Gra:ti:es	 DethF;s	 tFFls an; aiDs that Dar>inalises Fther NaPs F= ;Fin> 

s:ien:e� �alit sPsteDs F= BnFNle;>e GrF;L:tiFn are thFL>ht tF haMe nF staBe in s:ienti=i: 

enterGrise� +e:ent GFstDF;ern an; GFst:FlFnial stL;ies haMe 9rFL>ht tF li>ht the 

�LrF:entrisD eMi;ent in histFriF>raGhies F= s:ien:e	 as Nas F9serMe; in the earlier :haGter 

F= this resear:h� -F a;;	 the Dar>inalisatiFn is DFre a:Lte Nithin the "n;ian :FnteOt	 Nhere 

ri>i; :aste strati=i:atiFn ;Fes nFt allF:ate anP intelle:tLal a:tiMitP tF �alits� -his is eMi;ent 

in the :FDGFsitiFn F= "n;ian s:ienti=i: institLtes	 Nhi:h	 as +ennP -hFDasds ethnF>raGhi: 

�� S<arma, ‘%y World Is a Different World’, 102�.
�	 *ic<ard W<ite, ‘YAre 1ou an �nvironmentalist or Do 1ou Work for a Living�Z: Work and &ature’, in

&ncommon �round: #ethin6ing the Human !lace in �ature, ed. William Cronon (&ew 1ork, &1: &orton,
1996).
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:aste i;entitP iDGFse; LGFn theD _ =Fr instan:e	 haMin> nF a::ess tF GFn;s	 Nells	 

DFLntains an; sa:re; sGa:es� �s �alit thinBers haMe ar>Le;	 :aste FGerates	 sGrea;s an; 

reGrF;L:es itsel= thrFL>h a set F= :LltLral nFrDs ;e=ine; a::Fr;in> tF ritLals F= GLritP an; 

GFllLtiFn� -he �alit 9F;P as a ;Nellin> Gla:e an; a :arrier F= GFllLtiFn is restri:te; tF the 

sGa:es ;esi>nate; tF it� 0hen it trans>resses its 9FLn;aries	 the sa:re; is GFllLte;� �alit 

entrP is	 there=Fre	 DFnitFre; an; 9anne; in sa:re; sGa:es sL:h as DanP !in;L teDGles� 

-hLs	 �alits eOGerien:e an aFtherisatiFnb in natLre	 Nhi:h shaGes their liMes an; 

i;entitP�	�

-his is NhP althFL>h �alit sFn>s	 DPths	 stFries an; literatLre haMe MiMi;	 ri:h	 insGiratiFnal 

an; :FlFLr=Ll iDa>es F= natLre	 as ,harDa nFtes	 natLre is alsF

an eOer:ise in GFNer in the han;s F= the GFNer=Ll	 an; is entan>le; in the 
GFliti:s F= 9elFn>in> an; alienatiFn	 eO:lLsiFn an; in:lLsiFn���� natLre :an 
9e:FDe a De;iLD an; Dessa>e F= the eOGressiFn F= GFNer� !ere GFNer =lFNs 
thrFL>h an FMerlaGGin> F= :aste an; natLre� "t :reates	 aGGrFGriates	 ;FDinates	 
an; sL9AL>ates sGa:es	 Gla:es	 an; i;entities in ;i==erent NaPs a:rFss the len>th 
an; 9rea;th F= the :FLntrP� )FNer a:HLire; Fn the 9asis F= natLre an; :aste is 
eO:ee;in>lP reGressiMe� �t the saDe tiDe	 it :reates a >rFLn; =rFD Nhere 
HLestiFns a>ainst GFNer are alsF raise;� "n the GrF:ess	 GFNer is F=ten reMisite; 
an; re:FnstrL:te; in the sGhere F= natLre	 :aste	 an; :LltLre�		

-hLs	 Nhile natLral sGa:es 9e:FDe sites that =Fster an; reGrF;L:e sF:ial hierar:hies	 it is 

alsF in an; thrFL>h these sGa:es that �alits arti:Llate their hFGes an; asGiratiFns an; >iMe 

:Fn:rete shaGe tF their GFliti:al :FntestatiFns� �alit Ger:eGtiFns F= natLre	 there=Fre	 are 

heterF>eneFLs� sFaBe; in the haLntin> DeDFries F= ;is:riDinatiFn	 Gain an; MiFlen:e Fn 

the Fne han; an; Nith e:hFes F= :FLra>e	 9raMerP an; resistan:e Fn the Fther�

�Lt the �alit GersGe:tiMe F= natLre is nFt ALst a9FLt natLreds :aste
isatiFn	 natLre itsel= is nFt 

alNaPs eOGerien:e; as tranHLil an; rFDanti:� ,harDa nFtes a>ain	

�alit aLtF9iF>raGhies starBlP HLestiFn the ;FDinant rFDanti:isD F= natLre	 as 
theP re>ar; MiFlen:e an; ;is:riDinatiFn as Garts F= Dali>nant cnatLral Fr;erd���� 
�Fr �alit Nriters	 :Fnsi;erin> natLre as sFDe Bin; F= sLGeriFr entitP :annFt 9e 
DFre NrFn>� �=ter all	 natLre alsF 9rin>s ;e:aP	 si:Bness an; ;eath� 'Fthin> 
:an 9e DFre ;istLr9in> than tF DaBe natLre an F9Ae:t F= reMeren:e an; 

�� %ukul S<arma, ‘Y%y World Is a Different WorldZ: Caste and Dalit �co	Literary Traditions’, $outh Asia:
�ournal of $outh Asia $tudies 42, no. 6 (&ovem6er 2019): 6.

�� S<arma, Caste and �ature, xviii.
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�� %ukul S<arma, ‘Y%y World Is a Different WorldZ: Caste and Dalit �co	Literary Traditions’, $outh Asia:
�ournal of $outh Asia $tudies 42, no. 6 (&ovem6er 2019): 6.

�� S<arma, Caste and �ature, xviii.
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�e9iGrasa; ChattFGa;haPa	 an "n;ian histFrian F= s:ien:e	 =in;s seMeral siDilarities 9etNeen 

'ee;haDds ;es:riGtiFn F= -aFisD an; "n;iads %FBmPata _ a NFrl;MieN hel; 9P an:ient Dasses 

F= "n;ia�
1 �Fth Nere natLralists	 anti
=eL;al	 GrFtF
s:ienti=i: an; anti
ritLal� �::Fr;in> tF 

ChattFGa;hPaPa	 the Da>i:al�DPsti:al eleDents aDFn> -aFists =in; Garallels an; eMen 

:Fnne:tiFns in "n;ian -antrisD�
� &FreFMer	 as 'ee;haD Gla:e; GrFtF
s:ienti=i: -aFisD 

a>ainst ritLalisti: CFn=L:ianisD	 ChattFGa;hPaPa alsF GFsitiFns his FNn %FBmPata a>ainst 

!in;L an; �L;;hist i;ealisD� (ne F= the reasFns	 he :Fnten;s	 that Da;e these an:ient 

sF:ieties	 9Fth -aFists an; "n;ian Daterialists	 GrFtF
s:ienti=i: Nas their attitL;e tF DanLal 

la9FLr an; the DarrPin> F= theFrP an; Gra:ti:e	 F= Dental an; DanLal la9FLr	 Nhi:h Nas 

;eMalLe; in 9Fth !in;L an; �L;;hist tra;itiFns�
�

CFnteDGFrarP �alit thinBer
a:tiMist $an:ha "laiah =Lrther linBs DanLal la9FLr Nith s:ien:e tF 

assert the �alit :Fntri9LtiFn tF s:ien:e� -aBin> the :ase F= the &a;i>as =rFD �n;hra )ra;esh	 

NhF Nere tra;itiFnallP :Fn=ine; tF sBinnin> ;ea; aniDals	 "laiah ar>Les that theP GiFneere; 

the leather in;LstrP in "n;ia� %eather
DaBin>	 "laiah :Fnten;s	 Nas a ate:hnF
e:FnFDi:	 

GrFtF
s:ienti=i: GrF:ess an; :reatiMe GhilFsFGhPb reHLirin> 9Fth BnFNle;>e an; sBill�
�

0hile this rFLte F= ar>LDent helGs �alits en>a>e in :reatiMe ;ialF>Le Nith s:ien:e an; 
assert their :Fntri9LtiFn tF the a::LDLlatiFn F= natLral BnFNle;>e	 Fne DaP ar>Le that it 
rFDanti:ises the �alit NaP F= li=e	 Garti:LlarlP its la9FLr� -his :an 9e instrLDentalise; tF 
rein=Fr:e the lFNer sGa:e allF:ate; tF �alits in the :aste
hierar:hP	 as is the :ase in the 
'eF
!in;L narratiMe� !FNeMer	 ,harDa ;istin>Lishes the rFDanti:isatiFn F= "laiah an; the 

�1 Lokcyata is attri6uted to C<arvaka and is often used synonymously wit< <is name. C<arvaka’s <istoricity is
contested, 6ut t<e sc<ool is DoDular for its anti	metaD<ysical and emDiricist stance.

�� De6iDrasad C<attoDad<yaya, �o6ayata: A $tudy in Ancient Indian Materialism (Del<i: PeoDle’s Pu6lis<ing
House, 19�9), 333–�2� Tantra 6roadly refers to a first century Indian esoteric system t<at 6rings toget<er 
ideas from Hinduism and Budd<ism. A6out t<e contentious nature of t<e term, see, AndrP Padoux, ‘W<at Do 
We %ean 6y Tantrism�’, in The #oots of Tantra, ed. Kat<erine Anne HarDer and *o6ert L. Brown (Al6any,
&1: State University of &ew 1ork, 2002), 1�–24.  

�� C<attoDad<yaya, �o6ayata, 349	3�0.� T<at Dositive aDDreciation of manual la6our was fundamental to t<e 
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11�

resear:h shFNs	 nFt FnlP haMe a :lear
:Lt �rahDini: i;entitP 9Lt alsF thFse en>a>e; in 

s:ienti=i: a:tiMitP :Fnsi;er theDselMes anatLral inheritFrs F= s:ienti=i: Gra:ti:e�b	�

CFnMerselP	 GFst:FlFnial ;is:LssiFns F=ten GrFAe:t DF;ern s:ien:e as DF;ernitPds Get :hil; 

that >ate:rashes intF =FrDer :FlFnies as an LninMite; >Lest tF harD the in;i>enFLs NaP F= 

li=e	 a >Fal tF Nhi:h it is sLGGFrte; 9P GFNer=Ll :FlFnial institLtiFns sL:h as the natiFn


state� "t is then :laiDe; that FNin> tF DF;ern s:ien:eds MiFlent traAe:tFrP	 �alits are 

sLsGi:iFLs F= an; ;isintereste; in DF;ern s:ien:e� �Lt haMe �alits alNaPs resiste; DF;ern 

s:ien:e 9e:aLse theP =FLn; it FGGressiMe an; ;estrL:tiMe tF their tra;itiFns� CFnteDGFrarP 

�alit literatLre HLestiFns sL:h assLDGtiFns 9P F==erin> Marie>ate; �alit MieNs Fn DF;ern 

s:ien:e�  

�Fr :laritP	 " ;iMi;e �alit en>a>eDent Nith DF;ern s:ien:e here thrFL>h tNF ;i==erent 

rea:tiFns� assertin> �alit eGisteDFlF>P F= la9FLr =Fr GrF;L:in> s:ienti=i: BnFNle;>e an; 

:laiDin> �nli>htenDent ratiFnalitP =Fr �alit li9eratiFn� �Fth these rea:tiFns :FnMer>e Fn 

the �alit ;esire tF staBe a :laiD in s:ienti=i: BnFNle;>e an; tF :FLnter the eOGlFitatiMe	

sLGerstitiFLs Gra:ti:es GrFDLl>ate; 9P reli>iFns in >eneral	 an; �rahDini: !in;LisD in 

Garti:Llar�

�h� ��i�!�� o� �ali& 
abo'r

-he =irst rea:tiFn is tF :laiD �alit :Fntri9LtiFns tF the ;eMelFGDent F= s:ien:e� -he 

aGGrFa:h here is histFri:al an;	 Fn:e a>ain	 =FllFNs the lea; F= #FseGh 'ee;haD	 a �ritish 

9iF:heDist an; histFrian F= s:ien:e NhFD Ne Det in earlier :haGters� 'ee;haDds resear:h	 

Nhi:h =F:Lse; Fn the ;eMelFGDent F= s:ien:e in China	 9e>an 9P asBin> �Nhat is nFN 

BnFNn as a'ee;haDds  ran; *LestiFnb�� 0hP ;i; the s:ienti=i: reMFlLtiFn F::Lr in the 

0est an; nFt in China	 althFL>h the latter ha; Da;e >reat a;Man:es in s:ien:e :entLries 

9e=Fre the 0est� �DFn> Fther thin>s	 'ee;haD =aDFLslP ar>Le; that -aFisD	 as a 

Ni;esGrea;	 natLralist	 Da>i:al�DPsti:al	 =eDinine an; anti
=eL;al Fr>anise; sPsteD an; 

GhilFsFGhP	 stiDLlate; the Chinese s:ienti=i: reMFlLtiFn�
�

�
 T<omas, ‘Bra<mins as Scientists’.
�� S<igeru &akayama, ‘"oseD< &eed<am and Taoism’, in $cience� #eligion and $ociety: An �ncyclopedia of

History� Culture and ControAersy, ed. Arri �isen and Gary Laderman, vol. 1–2 (London: *outledge, 201�),
193–9�. &eed<am’s work <as 6een Du6lis<ed in seven volumes now and remains DoDular among t<e non	
�urocentric <istoriograD<ers of science. It must 6e mentioned <ere t<at &akayama Euestions &eed<am’s
conclusion of t<e straig<tforward connection 6etween Taoism and t<e develoDment of scientific knowledge.
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�e9iGrasa; ChattFGa;haPa	 an "n;ian histFrian F= s:ien:e	 =in;s seMeral siDilarities 9etNeen 

'ee;haDds ;es:riGtiFn F= -aFisD an; "n;iads %FBmPata _ a NFrl;MieN hel; 9P an:ient Dasses 

F= "n;ia�
1 �Fth Nere natLralists	 anti
=eL;al	 GrFtF
s:ienti=i: an; anti
ritLal� �::Fr;in> tF 

ChattFGa;hPaPa	 the Da>i:al�DPsti:al eleDents aDFn> -aFists =in; Garallels an; eMen 

:Fnne:tiFns in "n;ian -antrisD�
� &FreFMer	 as 'ee;haD Gla:e; GrFtF
s:ienti=i: -aFisD 

a>ainst ritLalisti: CFn=L:ianisD	 ChattFGa;hPaPa alsF GFsitiFns his FNn %FBmPata a>ainst 

!in;L an; �L;;hist i;ealisD� (ne F= the reasFns	 he :Fnten;s	 that Da;e these an:ient 

sF:ieties	 9Fth -aFists an; "n;ian Daterialists	 GrFtF
s:ienti=i: Nas their attitL;e tF DanLal 

la9FLr an; the DarrPin> F= theFrP an; Gra:ti:e	 F= Dental an; DanLal la9FLr	 Nhi:h Nas 

;eMalLe; in 9Fth !in;L an; �L;;hist tra;itiFns�
�

CFnteDGFrarP �alit thinBer
a:tiMist $an:ha "laiah =Lrther linBs DanLal la9FLr Nith s:ien:e tF 

assert the �alit :Fntri9LtiFn tF s:ien:e� -aBin> the :ase F= the &a;i>as =rFD �n;hra )ra;esh	 

NhF Nere tra;itiFnallP :Fn=ine; tF sBinnin> ;ea; aniDals	 "laiah ar>Les that theP GiFneere; 

the leather in;LstrP in "n;ia� %eather
DaBin>	 "laiah :Fnten;s	 Nas a ate:hnF
e:FnFDi:	 

GrFtF
s:ienti=i: GrF:ess an; :reatiMe GhilFsFGhPb reHLirin> 9Fth BnFNle;>e an; sBill�
�

0hile this rFLte F= ar>LDent helGs �alits en>a>e in :reatiMe ;ialF>Le Nith s:ien:e an; 
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rein=Fr:e the lFNer sGa:e allF:ate; tF �alits in the :aste
hierar:hP	 as is the :ase in the 
'eF
!in;L narratiMe� !FNeMer	 ,harDa ;istin>Lishes the rFDanti:isatiFn F= "laiah an; the 

�1 Lokcyata is attri6uted to C<arvaka and is often used synonymously wit< <is name. C<arvaka’s <istoricity is
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s:ien:e	 F= li9eratin> s:ien:e =rFD its a9Lse 9P reli>iFn	 an; restFrin> it tF its Fri>inal tasB 

F= li9eratin> the ;FNntrF;;en�  

�::Fr;in> tF 'an;a	 !in;LisD has 9een s:ientise; sin:e the last ;e:a;e F= the �
�
 :entLrP	 

Nhen the :laiDs F= the a;LD9ratiFn F= the s:ienti=i: ;is:FMeries =rFD eMFlLtiFn �the tren; 

nFti:e; earlier in /iMeBanan;a� tF aerFGlanes	 steD :ell te:hnFlF>P	 the internet	
� Glasti: 

sLr>erP an; test
tL9e 9a9ies�� in the sa:re; !in;L s:riGtLres 9e>an tF aGGear� -here are alsF 

DFre sFGhisti:ate; assertiFns F= GFsin> �astern :Fns:iFLsness stL;ies as a :FLnterGart F= 

0estern :F>nitiMe s:ien:e��1 'an;a hFl;s :LltLral :FnstrL:tiMists an; GFst:FlFnialists 

resGFnsi9le =Fr the rise in GseL;Fs:ien:e in "n;ia� 

CLltLral :FnstrL:tiMists	 a::Fr;in> tF 'an;a	 haMe :reate; a :risis F= trLth 9P ;esta9ilisin> 

all FLr nFtiFns F= trLth	 9Lt =ailin> tF ansNer Nhether all trLths are nFthin> DFre than sF:ial 

:FnstrL:ts	 an; leaMin> Ls NithFLt anP sFLr:e F= ALsti=i:atiFn =Fr the Mera:itP F= FLr 

:laiDs��� &FreFMer	 their LnhealthP an; LnreasFna9le :ritiHLe F= 0estern s:ien:e an; the 

aeGisteDi: :haritPb eOten;e; tF all NaPs F= BnFNin> as eHLallP Mali; has eD9Fl;ene; the 

GrFGFnents F= GseL;F
s:ienti=i: DFMeDents	 GrFMi;in> theD aGhilFsFGhi:al 

resGe:ta9ilitP�b�� -his relatiMisD F= trLth an; sLsGi:iFn F= DF;ern s:ien:e has FGene; a 

neN ;is:LrsiMe sGa:e	 Nhi:h is nFt F::LGie; 9P Dar>inalise; MFi:es as Nas eOGe:te;	 9Lt 

9P GFst:FlFnialists an; !in;L natiFnalists� -hese she :alls the aGrFGhets =a:in> 

9a:BNar;s	b�� NhF 9P MeheDentlP reAe:tin> DF;ern s:ien:e are 9ent Fn retLrnin> "n;ia tF 

tra;itiFnalisD�

'an;a is aNare that the GFstDF;ernists an; "n;ian GFst:FlFnialists haMe ;istan:e; 

theDselMes =rFD !in;L natiFnalists 9Lt :FDGlains that atheir ;e=eren:e tF tra;itiFn as the 

FnlP le>itiDate sFLr:e F= BnFNle;>e BeeGs these :riti:s tethere; tF the saDe i;eFlF>i:al 

�
 See, for instance, San>ay Kumar, ‘Hindu &ationalists Claim T<at Ancient Indians Had AirDlanes, Stem Cell 
Tec<nology, and t<e Internet’, Science, 13 �e6ruary 2019, <ttDs:��www.science.org�content�article�<indu	
nationalists	claim	ancient	indians	<ad	airDlanes	stem	cell	tec<nology	and.

	� �or examDle, Kritika S<arma, ‘Vedic Plastic Surgery to Test	Tu6e Karna X &on	Science Claims �lowed from
%odi Downwards’, 9 "anuary 2019, <ttDs:��t<eDrint.in�science�vedic	Dlastic	surgery	to	test	tu6e	karna	non	
science	claims	flowed	from	modi	downwards�1�4����.

	1 &anda, $cience in $affron.
	� %eera &anda, ‘*eclaiming %odern Science for T<ird World Progressive Social %ovements’, �conomic and 

!olitical (ee6ly 33, no. 16 (199�): 920, 16.
	� &anda, ‘Vedic Science’, 220.
	� &anda, !rophets Facing �ac6Bard.

1�


neF
!in;L enMirFnDentalists� -he latter	 he saPs	 Daintain :aste as a GFsitiMe sFLr:e =Fr the 
�alit
la9FLr :Fnne:tiFn an; the s:ien:e that eDer>e; =FllFNin> it� !e =Lrther :Fnten;s	

"laiah eOGli:itlP linBs �alit e:FlF>i:al Ln;erstan;in>s Nith their GhPsi:al 
la9FLr	 instrLDents	 an; F9Ae:ts F= la9FLr an; NFrB eOGerien:e	 Nhi:h are 
9ase; Fn :aste eOGlFitatiFn	 Nhile neF
!in;Ls 9elieMe that natLre has natLrallP 
an; intrinsi:allP :Fnne:te; �alits tF la9FLr� "n Fther NFr;s	 "laiahds 
GersGe:tiMe =Ln:tiFns Fn the Glane F= the sF:ial an; the histFri:al	 Daterial 
realities F= �alit li=e	 an; GrF:esses F= en;less reGrF;L:tiFn� Nhile the neF_
!in;L GersGe:tiMe 9ases itsel= Fn the cnatLrald	 >iMen	 an; innate	 Nith 
hierar:hies F= Din; FMer 9F;P�
�

�Fr thinBers sL:h as ChattFGa;hPaPa an; "laiah	 the ;istin:tiMeness F= their tra;itiFns in the 

GrF;L:tiFn F= s:ienti=i: BnFNle;>e	 in :Fntrast tF thFse natiMe areli>iFLsb tra;itiFns that 

MalLe intelle:tLal >PDnasti:s FMer DanLal la9FLr	 is an eOtreDelP iDGFrtant theDe in the 

;is:FLrse Fn s:ien:e� �Fr the saDe reasFn	 theP ;F nFt :ritiHLe DF;ern s:ien:e as sL:h	 9Lt 

re:laiD the le>a:P F= :hallen>in> reli>iFLs sLGerstitiFns as :FDDFn tF 9Fth DF;ern 

s:ien:e an; �alit s:hFFls F= thFL>ht�
	

�ec�aiming �o�ern �cience 

-he se:Fn; :FLrse is tF GrF9leDatise an; ;enFLn:e the GFst:FlFnial =raDeNFrB altF>ether

an; instea; assert DF;ern s:ien:e as a sFLr:e F= li9eratiFn =Fr �alits� -his MieN is taBen 9P 

&eera 'an;a	 a GhilFsFGher F= s:ien:e an; GrFli=i: Nriter	 NhFse :Fntri9LtiFn tF the 

s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le in "n;ia ;eDan;s an ela9Frate; en>a>eDent�

'an;a has 9een a =ier:e :riti: F= !in;L natiFnalisD an; its a9;L:tiFn F= s:ien:e in the =FrD 

F= /e;i: s:ien:e Fr !in;L s:ien:e_a DFMeDent that :laiDs that DF;ern s:ienti=i: 

;is:FMeries Nere =Fresha;FNe; in the /e;as an; that the !in;L��;Maiti: NFrl;MieN is a 

sFLr:e F= s:ien:e that is sLGeriFr tF the re;L:tiFnist an; natLralisti: DF;ern s:ien:e�



!FNeMer	 Gla:in> the :FnteOtLal ;e9ate Fn s:ien:e	 :LltLre an; reli>iFn Fn a >lF9al :anMas	 

she has alsF tLrne; her :anFn a>ainst the sF:ial Fr :LltLral :FnstrL:tiMists_GFstDF;ernists	 

=eDinists an; GFst:FlFnialists	 NhF she ar>Les	 aF=ten =in; theDselMes in the saDe GFliti:al 

:aDG F::LGie; 9P the hFDe
9re; reli>iFLs =Ln;aDentalists�b
� "n her seMeral NFrBs then 

she taBes LGFn hersel= the three
GrFn>e; tasB F= resGFn;in> tF the :FnstrL:tiMist :ritiHLe F= 

�� S<arma, Caste and �ature, 64.
�� See, for instance, t<e introduction in Ilaia<, !ost�Hindu India, ix–xxvi.
�� &anda, $cience in $affron� &anda, ‘Vedic Science’.
�	 %eera &anda, ‘T<e Science )uestion in Post	Colonial �eminism’, Annals of the �eB )or6 Academy of

$ciences ���, no. 1 (199�): 1� &anda, ‘Vedic Science’.
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:laiDs��� &FreFMer	 their LnhealthP an; LnreasFna9le :ritiHLe F= 0estern s:ien:e an; the 

aeGisteDi: :haritPb eOten;e; tF all NaPs F= BnFNin> as eHLallP Mali; has eD9Fl;ene; the 

GrFGFnents F= GseL;F
s:ienti=i: DFMeDents	 GrFMi;in> theD aGhilFsFGhi:al 

resGe:ta9ilitP�b�� -his relatiMisD F= trLth an; sLsGi:iFn F= DF;ern s:ien:e has FGene; a 

neN ;is:LrsiMe sGa:e	 Nhi:h is nFt F::LGie; 9P Dar>inalise; MFi:es as Nas eOGe:te;	 9Lt 

9P GFst:FlFnialists an; !in;L natiFnalists� -hese she :alls the aGrFGhets =a:in> 

9a:BNar;s	b�� NhF 9P MeheDentlP reAe:tin> DF;ern s:ien:e are 9ent Fn retLrnin> "n;ia tF 

tra;itiFnalisD�

'an;a is aNare that the GFstDF;ernists an; "n;ian GFst:FlFnialists haMe ;istan:e; 

theDselMes =rFD !in;L natiFnalists 9Lt :FDGlains that atheir ;e=eren:e tF tra;itiFn as the 

FnlP le>itiDate sFLr:e F= BnFNle;>e BeeGs these :riti:s tethere; tF the saDe i;eFlF>i:al 

�
 See, for instance, San>ay Kumar, ‘Hindu &ationalists Claim T<at Ancient Indians Had AirDlanes, Stem Cell 
Tec<nology, and t<e Internet’, Science, 13 �e6ruary 2019, <ttDs:��www.science.org�content�article�<indu	
nationalists	claim	ancient	indians	<ad	airDlanes	stem	cell	tec<nology	and.

	� �or examDle, Kritika S<arma, ‘Vedic Plastic Surgery to Test	Tu6e Karna X &on	Science Claims �lowed from
%odi Downwards’, 9 "anuary 2019, <ttDs:��t<eDrint.in�science�vedic	Dlastic	surgery	to	test	tu6e	karna	non	
science	claims	flowed	from	modi	downwards�1�4����.

	1 &anda, $cience in $affron.
	� %eera &anda, ‘*eclaiming %odern Science for T<ird World Progressive Social %ovements’, �conomic and 

!olitical (ee6ly 33, no. 16 (199�): 920, 16.
	� &anda, ‘Vedic Science’, 220.
	� &anda, !rophets Facing �ac6Bard.

1�


neF
!in;L enMirFnDentalists� -he latter	 he saPs	 Daintain :aste as a GFsitiMe sFLr:e =Fr the 
�alit
la9FLr :Fnne:tiFn an; the s:ien:e that eDer>e; =FllFNin> it� !e =Lrther :Fnten;s	

"laiah eOGli:itlP linBs �alit e:FlF>i:al Ln;erstan;in>s Nith their GhPsi:al 
la9FLr	 instrLDents	 an; F9Ae:ts F= la9FLr an; NFrB eOGerien:e	 Nhi:h are 
9ase; Fn :aste eOGlFitatiFn	 Nhile neF
!in;Ls 9elieMe that natLre has natLrallP 
an; intrinsi:allP :Fnne:te; �alits tF la9FLr� "n Fther NFr;s	 "laiahds 
GersGe:tiMe =Ln:tiFns Fn the Glane F= the sF:ial an; the histFri:al	 Daterial 
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hierar:hies F= Din; FMer 9F;P�
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�� S<arma, Caste and �ature, 64.
�� See, for instance, t<e introduction in Ilaia<, !ost�Hindu India, ix–xxvi.
�� &anda, $cience in $affron� &anda, ‘Vedic Science’.
�	 %eera &anda, ‘T<e Science )uestion in Post	Colonial �eminism’, Annals of the �eB )or6 Academy of

$ciences ���, no. 1 (199�): 1� &anda, ‘Vedic Science’.
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lF:al tra;itiFns F= BnFNle;>e an; the c0esternd s:ienti=i: ratiFnalitP that has 9e:FDe nearlP 

LniMersal in its rea:h� theP nee; tF aGGrFGriate the latter in Fr;er tF haMe a :reatiMe ;ialF>Le 

Nith the =FrDer�b��-hLs	 =Fr 'an;a	 a&F;ern s:ien:e i> the stan;GFint F= the FGGresse;�b�	

'an;ads GFsitiMe MieN F= DF;ern s:ien:e has 9earin>s Fn her MieN F= reli>iFnds rFle in the 

GL9li: sHLare� ,he :alls =Fr the resLDGtiFn F= the a�nli>htenDent *Lestb _ an a:tiMe 

GrFDFtiFn F= natLralisD	 se:LlarisD	 eDGiri:isD an; Fther MalLes that are :Fnsi;ere; 

hallDarBs F= the �nli>htenDent� Citin> �alit histFries an; the eOaDGle F= the .nite; 

,tates	 she ar>Les that NheneMer s:ien:e an; reli>iFn are allFNe; tF interDin>le an; tra;e 

LGFn ea:h Ftherds 9FLn;aries	 reli>iFn F=ten 9e:FDes the ;i:tatFr an; iDGe;es the 

GrF>ress F= s:ien:e��
+eli>iFn	 =Fr her	 slFNs ;FNn hLDan GrF>ress an; ;is:FLra>es 

hFnest hLDan inHLirP�

-his lea;s her tF :all =Fr aa ;esa:ralisatiFn F= :Fns:iFLsness an; se:LlarisatiFn F= sF:ial

relatiFnshiGs	b�� i= the 9FLn;arP 9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn is tF 9e GreserMe; an; a 

;eDF:rati: sF:ietP is tF eDer>e� �n LneMen se:LlarisatiFn resLlts in Nhat she :alls 

area:tiFnarP DF;ernisDb_an enthLsiasti: eD9ra:e F= DF;ern te:hnFlF>P	 9Lt MeheDent 

reAe:tiFn F= �nli>htenDent MalLes	 as is the :ase Nith "n;ia���� :riti:al an; s:ienti=i: 

en>a>eDent Nith reli>iFn is :rL:ial	 9Lt sL:h a ;ialF>Le is FnlP GFssi9le Nhen =aith an; 

reasFn re:F>nise an; resGe:t ea:h Ftherds 9FLn;aries�1���Lt 'an;a alsF taBes aNaP Nith 

Fne han; Nhat she >iMes Nith the Fther 9e:aLse	 =Fr her	 s:ien:e
reli>iFn ;ialF>Le DLst 

taBe Gla:e Ln;er the aLthFritP F= reasFn� ,F	 she saPs	


� &anda, ‘T<e Science )uestion’, 420.

� %eera &anda, ‘A YBroken PeoDleZ Defend Science: *econstructing t<e Deweyan Budd<a of India’s Dalits’,

$ocial �pistemology 1�, no. 4 (2001): 360, 4.

� However, s<e recognises t<e role religion, Darticularly C<ristianity, Dlayed in Droviding ‘t<eological

>ustification for emDiricism, t<oug< s<e considers it a one	off <aDDy co	incidence in <istory of ot<erwise
tumultuous relations<iD 6etween science and religion, w<ere t<e c<urc< often resisted c<ange. T<e struggle
6etween science and religion in t<e Indian scenario <owever, s<e argues, is worst 6ecause Indian scientists
could never Euestion t<e religious aut<orities of t<eir days as t<eir counterDarts in t<e West did� instead, t<ey 
mostly 6oug<t into t<e dominant Hindu worldview at t<eir own Deril. &anda, $cience in $affron, 12–13.


	 &anda, ‘*eclaiming %odern Science’, 922.


 &anda, !rophets Facing �ac6Bard, 2. &anda 6orrows t<e term ‘reactionary modernism’ from "effery Herf.

�or more, see, %eera &anda, ‘How %odern Are We� Cultural Contradictions of India’s %odernity’, 
�conomic and !olitical (ee6ly 41, no. 6 (2006): 494., 6� Banu Su6ramaniam similarly calls Indian 
modernity in its relation wit< science and tec<nology as ‘arc<aic modernity’ 	 t<e infusion and use of
modernity wit< t<e vision of future rooted in glorious Dast and its current emDloyment for identity Dolitics. 
Su6ramaniam, ‘Arc<aic %odernities’.

1�� &anda, ‘*eclaiming %odern Science’� &anda, ‘T<e Science )uestion’� %eera &anda, ‘Secularism wit<out 
Secularisation: *eflections on God and Politics in US and India’, �conomic and !olitical (ee6ly 42, no. 1 
(200�): 1.
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>raQin> >rFLn;s as the her; F= hin;LtMaNa;is�b�� -here is a NrFn> assLDGtiFn :FDDFn tF 

all three	 she FGines	 that aan in;i>enFLs s:ien:e Nill re=le:t the tra;itiFnal an; GLtatiMelP 

Bin;er	 >entler NaPs F= relatin> tF ea:h Fther an; natLre an; thLs Nill nFt 9e as arrF>ant as 

Nestern s:ien:e�b�	

'an;a =Lrther ar>Les that :LltLral :FnstrL:tiMists an; GFst:FlFnialists Dis:FnstrLe s:ien:e 

an; its >lF9al traAe:tFrP in three NaPs� �irstlP	 theP ;F nFt taBe intF a::FLnt the natLre F= 

s:ien:e	 NhFse aiD an; inHLirP :annFt taBe shaGe NithFLt >iMin> GriFritP tF the NaP the 

NFrl; is	 as it eOists in;eGen;entlP F= Ls��
 �::Fr;in>lP	 althFL>h she ;istan:es hersel= 

=rFD s:ientisD an; aGGlaL;s the :ritiHLe F= sF:ial :FnstrL:tiMists in eOGFsin> i;eFlF>i:al 

9iases in s:ien:e	 she ;Fes nFt :Fnsi;er thFse i;eFlF>i:al 9iases a:FnstitLtiMe F= s:ien:e�b��

"n this	 'an;a a::eGts the :riti:al realist DethF;FlF>P	 Fne that Ne haMe tentatiMelP a;FGte; 

=Fr this GrFAe:t� &FreFMer	 DF;ern s:ien:e	 she ar>Les	 has sL==i:ient :he:BGFints tF 

analPse an; =ilter :LltLral an; GersFnal 9iases��� ,e:Fn;lP	 theP ;enP the GFssi9ilitP F= 

trans:LltLral BnFNle;>e� 'an;a here ar>Les that =ar =rFD 9ein> :Fnstraine; tF :ertain 

:LltLres	 s:ien:e has a LniMersal aGGeal� "t is nFt a s:ien:e F= Gre=iOes _ 0estern	 "slaDi: Fr 

"n;ian s:ien:e� (r;inarP GeFGle	 instea; F= :Fnsi;erin> it MiFlent	 ;eDan; its =rLit	 eMen as

-hir; 0Frl; sF:ieties F=ten trP tF eDLlate the te:hnFlF>i:al sL::ess F= a;Man:e; 

sF:ieties��� -hir;lP	 theP ;F nFt re:F>nise the aeDan:iGatFrP iDGLlseb F= s:ien:e� !ere 

'an;a ;raNs attentiFn tF the histFri:al =a:t that s:ien:e has F=ten =ree; GeFGle =rFD =ear F= 

sLGernatLral =Fr:es an; allFNe; theD tF taBe :FntrFl F= their FNn liMes��1 -ra;itiFnalistsd

stress Fn the lF:al 9Fth hin;ers GeFGle =rFD Garti:iGatin> in the >lF9al BnFNle;>e 

sPsteDs	�� an; rF9s theD F= the DFtiMatiFn tF :hallen>e the sFLr:es F= FGGressiFn in their 

FNn settin>s	�� as nFN theP haMe lFst >rFLn; =Fr resistin> the FGGressiFn Nithin in;i>enFLs 

:LltLre��� �Lrther	 she saPs	 a-he sL9AL>ate; nee; tF FMer:FDe the ;LalitP 9etNeen the 

	� %eera &anda, ‘De6ate over Science: %oving Past Politics of &ostalgia’, �conomic and !olitical (ee6ly 34,
no. 1� (1999): 1066. T<e word �Hindutvawadis� refers to t<e followers of Hindu nationalist movement.

	� &anda, ‘*eclaiming %odern Science’, 91�.
	� &anda, 920. &anda <ere refers to critical realism t<e met<odology most working scientists <old, w<ic< 

recognises t<e situatedness of scientific knowledge wit<out giving uD t<e Drimacy given to t<e indeDendent
reality under investigation. We <ave already noted t<at t<is is a working met<odology of scientific Dractice
t<at we <ave adoDted in t<is Dro>ect.

		 &anda, ‘*eclaiming %odern Science’, 91�, 91�–19.
	
 &anda, $cience in $affron, 42�� &anda, ‘*eclaiming %odern Science’, 91�.
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1��

Fne :FLl; ar>Le that �D9e;Bar ha; aGGlie; the �L;;hads inALn:tiFn_tF treat 
nFthin> as in=alli9le an; eternal_tF the �L;;hads FNn tea:hin>s an; 
reinterGrete; theD =Fr the :FnteDGFrarP NFrl;�1�	

'an;a =in;s sL:h Gra>Dati: reasFnin> re>ar;in> reli>iFn eHLallP rFFte; in an:ient "n;ian 

Daterialisti: s:hFFls sL:h as %FBmPata an; ,aDBhPa	 Nhi:h 'an;a Nants tF re:FMer� 

"n a;;itiFn tF reMealin> the Gre:ariFLsness F= sF:ial :FnstrL:tiMist an; GFst:FlFnial theFries in 

"n;ia	 'an;a raises the HLestiFn that is at the heart F= the Gra:ti:e F= s:ien:e itsel=	 naDelP	 i= 

all BnFNle;>e is sF:iallP :FnstrL:te; an; has eGisteDi: eHLalitP	 NhP shFLl; Fne :laiD F= 

BnFNle;>e haMe DFre Narrant than anFther� -he GFstDF;ernist
GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes =a:e 

a :FnLn;rLD here that theP are nFt eHLiGGe; tF resFlMe� -his is NhP she tLrns tF a:riti:al 

realisD	b the DethF;FlF>P that she is aNare F= an; hFl;s ;earlP as a s:ientist hersel=� Criti:al 

realisD 9elieMes that the NFrl; eOists as an in;eGen;ent entitP an;	 there=Fre	 :annFt 9e 

DFLl;e; a::Fr;in> tF Fneds ;esires� 'an;a :Fn=irDs the nee; =Fr a stri:t eGisteDFlF>i:al

:riteriFn tF GrFte:t s:ienti=i: BnFNle;>e =rFD the aeGisteDi: :haritPb eOten;e; tF all MieNs F= 

BnFNle;>e	 Nhi:h NFLl; 9ree; GseL;Fs:ien:e	 an; in that sense	 a==irDs the DethF;FlF>P 

this GrFAe:t has a;FGte; as a NFrBin> hPGFthesis� 

!FNeMer	 she renFLn:es that MerP :riteriFn Nhen it :FDes tF reli>iFLs BnFNle;>e� !er 

Gra>Dati: MieN F= reli>iFn ;Fes nFt reHLire anP stri:t :riteriFn tF saMe her =rFD aGseL;F


theFlF>iesb 9e:aLse	 =Fr her	 reli>iFLs trLth :an 9e DFLl;e; an; a:FnstrL:te;b in the 

serMi:e F= li9eratiFn� �Lt ;F reli>iFLs 9elieMers hFl; this tF 9e trLe :Fn:ernin> their 

reli>iFLs 9elie=s� "t Nas alrea;P nFte; in the se:Fn; :haGter that neither �;Maiti: nFr "n;ian 

Christian intelle:tLals 9elieMe; that their MieNs F= natLre Nere Dere a:FnstrL:tiFns�b "n a 

Christian Ln;erstan;in>	 DFreFMer	 Christian theFlF>P :an 9e lFst in a sea F= sGe:LlatiFns 

Lnless >Li;e;	 :Frre:te; an; GreserMe; =rFD errFr thrFL>h  F;ds sel=
reMelatiFn� -hat is	 

ALst as :riti:al realisD saMes s:ien:e =rFD GseL;F
s:ien:es	 the a>iMennessb F=  F;	 

Garti:LlarlP in Christ	 saMes Christian theFlF>P =rFD GseL;F
theFlF>ies	 Nhi:h Nas 

Gre:iselP the ar>LDent F= -hFDas -Frran:e�1�


"n =a:t	 >iMin> LG :riti:al realisD in relatiFn tF reli>iFLs trLth :an 9e sel=
;e=eatin> =Fr 

'an;ads GrFAe:t F= li9eratiFn	 =Fr Nhat is ali9eratiFnb� �rFD Nhere ;Fes Fne ;eriMe the i;ea 

that a �alit an; a �rahDin	 shFLl; 9e treate; as GFssessin> eHLal MalLe� Can it 9e 

1�� &anda, ‘Broken PeoDle’, 3�4.
1�� T<omas �. Torrance, $pace� Time and Incarnation (London: Oxford University Press, 1969), viii.

1��

�s lFn> as the >F; F= reli>iFns is sLGGFse; tF 9e Gresent in the NFrl; F= sGa:e 
an; tiDe a::essi9le tF Fr;inarP hLDan senses	 he�she�it has tF 9e a9le tF stan; 
LG tF the saDe leMel F= s:rLtinP as anP Fther :laiD a9FLt eDGiri:al GhenFDena 
liBe :hairs	 Fr �'� Fr atFDs�1�1

�elieMers shFLl; nFt =ear it	 =Fr ase:LlariQatiFn has neMer Deant ;eath F=  F;� "t is a 

;eDan; =Fr  F; tF Ma:ate thFse areas F= li=e��� Nhere !e�,he ;Fes nFt 9elFn>� 

,e:LlariQatiFn is a Datter F= ;eliDitin>	 9Lt nFt eliDinatin>  F;ds GrFMin:e�b1��

0hat NFLl; a reli>iFn Nithin the 9FLn;s F= reasFn lFFB liBe� !ere	 'an;a tLrns tF 

�D9e;Bards 'eF
�L;;hisD Fr Nhat ChristFGher *Leen :alls a�n>a>e; �L;;hisD	b1��

Nhi:h	 she FGines	 eDer>e; as the :FD9inatiFn F= the tea:hin>s F= �L;;ha an; #Fhn 

�eNeP	 the �Deri:an Gra>Dati: GhilFsFGher� �Lrin> his PFLn> Pears	 �D9e;Bar Nas 

attra:te; 9P �L;;hads HLestiFnin> attitL;e an; his stan; a>ainst �rahDini:	 ritLalisti: 

reli>iFn� !e Nas alsF Garti:LlarlP in=lLen:e; 9P �L;;hads theFrP F= ;ra5HV	 Nhi:h re=ers tF 

aDin;=Ll :FnteDGlatiFns�b ,in:e realitP	 =Fr �L;;ha	 is in :Fnstant =lLO an; :FntinLFLslP 

:han>in>	 he asBe; his ;is:iGles tF renFLn:e the HLest =Fr :ertain BnFNle;>e an; instea; 

HLestiFn eMerPthin> =rFD their eOGerien:e� �Fth �D9e;Bar an; 'an;a Ln;erstan; ;ra5HV

tF Dean tF reasFn	 tF seeB GrFF= an; eMi;en:e	 the attitL;e assF:iate; Nith DF;ern s:ien:e� 

�D9e;Bards 'eF
�L;;hisD Nas =Lrther re=ine; a=ter his tiDe in �Deri:a Ln;er �eNeP� 

%iBe �L;;ha	 �eNeP 9elieMe; that a/alLes��� are nFt >iMen tF Ls 9P >F;s	 nFr are theP Dere 

in;iMi;Lal NhiDs Fr sF:ial :FnMentiFns� +ather MalLes are i;eas that >Li;e :Fn;L:t��� an; in 

that :aGa:itP	 theP are Deans tF sFlMin> a GrF9leD�b1��

'an;a is GerhaGs aNare that �D9e;Bards ;eDPthFlF>ise;	 ratiFnal	 DFral an; s:ienti=i: 

�L;;ha Nas a ;eGartLre =rFD the tra;itiFnal �L;;ha�1�� !FNeMer	 she :FLnters it 9P 

saPin>	 

1�1 &anda, ‘Secularism wit<out Secularisation’, 4�.
1�� &anda, !rophets Facing �ac6Bard, 26�.
1�� C<ristoD<er S. )ueen, ‘Am6edkar’s D<amma: Source and %et<od in t<e Construction of �ngaged 

Budd<ism’, in #econstructing the (orld: �� #� Ambed6ar and �uddhism in India, ed. Surendra "ond<ale and 
"o<annes BeltN (&ew Del<i: Oxford University Press, 2004), 132–�0.

1�� &anda, ‘Broken PeoDle’, 34�.
1�� Am6edkar’s Budd<a was also insDired 6y w<at Donald LoDeN calls, ‘an Oriental Budd<a.’ Donald S. "r. 

LoDeN, ‘Budd<ism’, in $cience and #eligion Around the (orld, ed. "o<n Hedley Brooke and *onald L.
&um6ers (&ew 1ork, &1: Oxford University Press, 2011), 210–2�� Am6edkar’s deDarture from traditional
Budd<ism included re>ection of four no6le trut<s corresDonding to Budd<a’s renunciation of <is family, 
doctrine of karma and re6irt<, and social role of B<ikk<us, w<ic< found to 6e <indrance to ‘rig<t action’ and 
‘engagement’ in t<e world. See, )ueen, ‘Am6edkar’s D<amma’.
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1��

eOGerien:e F= 9F;ilP la9FLr in it	 Nhi:h are 9Fth Gain=Ll an; 9eaLti=Ll	 as DL:h as theP 

shFN natLre tF 9e siDLltaneFLslP DaAesti: an; hFstile� "n Fther NFr;s	 �alit eOGerien:es F= 

natLre GFsit it tF 9e interrelate; tF theD thrFL>h Daterial 9Fn;s Nith it	 9Lt nFt as

sFDethin> in=Lse; Nith ;iMinitP�

!FNeMer	 Ne still nee; tF eOGlFre i= the �alit theFlF>i:al enterGrise has Gai; anP attentiFn 

tF the Daterial :Fnne:tiFn 9etNeen the �alit 9F;P an; natLre� 0hat ;Fes this :Fnne:tiFn 

lFFB liBe Nhen seen thrFL>h a theFlF>i:al lens� 0hat insi>hts ;Fes a �alit MisiFn F=  F;


hLDan
natLre relatiFnalitP :Fntri9Lte tF the >lF9al theFlF>i:al enterGrise� -hese are the 

HLestiFns " tLrn tF nFN�

,1-1 �alit ��e�l�g) and t�e 	aterial �%rn
0hile intrF;L:in> �alit theFlF>P	 it Nas 9rie=lP nFte; that	 as a :FLnter
theFlF>P	 �alit 

theFlF>P has ;iMLl>e; seMeral 9lin; sGFts in the sF
:alle; :lassi:al "n;ian Christian 

-heFlF>P� "t is tiDe tF taBe LG that lFFse threa; here nFN�

�::Fr;in> tF ,athianathan ClarBe	 Fne F= the 9lin; sGFts is the ;isre>ar; F= DaterialitP�  "n 

his Nell
ar>Le; arti:le	 ClarBe stL;ies the ;eGi:tiFns F= #esLs in the NFrB F= tNF hi>h
:aste 

:FnMerts� $rishna &Fhan �anerAee an; �rahDa9an;ha9 .Ga;hPaPa	 Nith NhFD Ne 9rie=lP 

en>a>e; in the GreMiFLs :haGter� !e ar>Les that 9Fth a�anerAee an; .Ga;hPaPa seMerelP 

;FNnGlaP the hLDan #esLs eMen as theP inFr;inatelP a::ent the �iMine #esLs�b11�

�::Fr;in> tF ClarBe	 this Nas 9e:aLse #esLs ha; tF =it intF the a;riori GhilFsFGhi:al 

:Fn:eGtiFn F= �rahDan	 9Lt alsF 9e:aLse F= the �;Maiti: 9ias a>ainst the Daterial realitP 

that F9s:Lre; the histFri:al #esLs in all his sF:iFe:FnFDi: lF:ate;ness an; his :Fn:rete 

GraOis�111 �alit theFlF>P	 Fn the :FntrarP	 ClarBe :laiDs	 as:ri9es >reater MalLe tF 

DaterialitP than �;Maiti: theFlF>P	 as it ;Fes nFt :arrP the saDe 9ias a>ainst Datter� -he 

Daterial 9F;P is :entral tF �alit eOisten:e an; eOGressiFn� -he :entralitP F= the Daterial 

9F;P an; its iDGli:atiFns =Fr theFlF>i:al re=le:tiFn are =Lrther eOGlFre; 9P 2� -� /inaParaA	 

NhF atteDGts tF re
iDa>ine �alit theFlF>P Lsin> GFstDF;ern an; GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes

tF his a;Manta>e�

11� Sat<ianat<an Clarke, ‘T<e "esus of &ineteent< Century Indian C<ristian T<eology: An Indian Inculturation
wit< Continuing Pro6lems and ProsDects’, $tudies in (orld Christianity �, no. 1 (1999): 1.

111 Clarke, ‘T<e "esus of &ineteent< Century’, 39–40.

1��

:FnstrL:te; at Fneds :FnMenien:e� ,L:h nFtiFns are :ertainlP nFt ;eriMatiMe F= natLral 

s:ien:es	 an; =Fr the saDe reasFn	 tF hFl; natLral s:ien:e tF 9e the sFle :riteriFn in Fneds 

Ln;erstan;in> F= ali9eratiFnb is a :ase F= DisGla:e; eOGe:tatiFn� )erhaGs there are 

intFnatiFns F= 9elie=s Ln;erlPin> 'an;ads nFtiFn F= li9eratiFn that she has FMerlFFBe; in 

her Qest tF ;is:re;it all :laiDs F= reli>iFLs trLth� "n =a:t	 there is a >rFNin> re:F>nitiFn in 

interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le that FLr nFtiFns F= li9eratiFn Fr asalMatiFnb are shaGe; 9P FLr 

:LltLral as Nell as reli>iFLs lF:ate;ness an; Narrants a ;ialF>Le in its FNn ri>ht� 0hen 

i;eFlF>ies that aGGear ase:Llarb :FnstrL:t nFtiFns F= ali9eratiFn	b theP assLDe theD tF 9e 

9ase; Fn a neLtral =FLn;atiFn� !FNeMer	 as it tLrns FLt	 these nFtiFns are F=ten 9FrrFNe; 

=rFD reli>iFLs =raDeNFrBs an; ;is:FLrses� "n that sense	 ase:Llarb theFries Ln;er>ir;e; 9P 

nFtiFns F= salMatiFn haMe 9een an; are Nhat -Fren an; -an :all aHLasi
reli>iFLs�b1��

!FNeMer	 =ar =rFD 9ein> a hin;ran:e	 these ;is:LssiFns :FLl; Nell 9e the entrP GFints =Fr a 

Christian theFlF>i:al en>a>eDent Nith 'an;a an; Fthers F= siDilar GersLasiFn�1��

-he =Fre>Fin> ;is:LssiFn GrF9leDatises the FMersiDGli=ie; assLDGtiFn that �alit 

Ln;erstan;in> F= natLre is 9ase; Fn hFlisD in Nhi:h all FntFlF>i:al 9FLn;aries 9etNeen 

 F;	 hLDans an; natLre are F9literate; an; that sL:h a MieN F= realitP is li9eratin>� " haMe 

ar>Le; that sL:h a Disrea;in> F= the �alit MieN F= natLre :FDes =rFD Ln:riti:al a::eGtan:e 

F= the :FnteDGFrarP GFst:FlFnial MieNs that thriMe Fn �ast
0est 9inaries an; GrFGa>ate the

i;ealisatiFn F= natLre� "nstea;	 �alit ;is:FLrses Fn enMirFnDent an; DF;ern s:ien:e 

in;i:ate the FGGFsite tF 9e trLe	 that is	 natLre 9e:FDes a tFFl F= FGGressiFn Nhen it is 

;iMinise;� it neither in:Ll:ates e:FlF>i:al sensitiMitP nFr GrFDFtes its s:ienti=i: 

inMesti>atiFn� �alits NhF haMe liMe; in eOtreDe >eneratiFnal GFMertP are ea>er tF eDGlFP 

>lF9al s:ienti=i: BnFNle;>e =Fr their FNn li9eratiFn =rFD sF:iF
e:FnFDi: 9a:BNar;ness 

an; reli>iFLs eOGlFitatiFn	 Nhi:h =lFLrish Nhen natLre is ;iMinise;� -his ;Fes nFt Dean that 

the �alit MieNs :Fnsi;er hLDans an; natLre Lnrelate;� 

-he BeP tF a GrFGer Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP in the �alit MieN seeDs tF 9e the 

Daterial 9Fn; 9etNeen hLDans an; natLre� -his is F9serMe; in the �alit stress Fn 9F;ilP 

la9FLr as an eGisteDFlF>i:al tFFl =Fr the BnFNle;>e F= natLre	 as is eDGhasise; 9P 

ChattFGa;hPaPa an; "laiah� ,harDa a;;s that �alit iDa>eries F= natLre :FDe FLt F= the 

1�	 Toren and Tan, Humble Confidence, 210–13.
1�
 Among ot<er t<ings, I also find &anda’s sc<eme of Dositioning science against religion <istorically

Dro6lematic and DerDetuating t<e YconflictZ model t<at t<e works of Brooke and Harrison <ave already
disDelled.
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wit< Continuing Pro6lems and ProsDects’, $tudies in (orld Christianity �, no. 1 (1999): 1.

111 Clarke, ‘T<e "esus of &ineteent< Century’, 39–40.
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F= >lF9aliQatiFn an; enMisa>e a cra;i:al relatiFnalitPd that eOten;s tF the NhFle sPsteD F= 

li=e Fn the Glanet�b11� -his ra;i:al relatiFnalitP is MisLalise; in a /econ>tr@ctiAe e8-race	 

Nhi:h areHLires the sLsGensiFn F= the he>eDFni: lan>La>e an; the institLtiFnal Gra:ti:es 

that :aLteriQe the Ftherb an; the Fther is a:Fn:eiMe; nFt as an a9sFlLtelP eOteriFr Fther	 

rather� it is relatiFnal an;	 at the saDe tiDe	 a ;i==erentiate; Fne�b11� ,GiMaBian ara;i:al 

relatiFnalitPb has ha; a =FllFN
LG =rFD GFst:FlFnial theFlF>ies F=  F; that reiDa>ine an; 

re
arti:Llate  F;ds relatiFnshiG Nith hLDans an; the NFrl;�1��

/inaParaA hiDsel= tLrns tF lF:ate his Christian theFlF>P F= aiDDanen:eb in CharMaBa �alsF 

sGelt as �VrAV6a� Fr %FBmPata	 intrF;L:e; earlier�1�1 !e ar>Les that Christian theFlF>P 

nee;s tF taBe a aDaterial tLrnb tF en>a>e Nith CharMaBa an; resist the re=eren:es tF a 

;iseD9F;ie;	 trans:en;ent  F;� /inaParaA a>rees that athe =Ln;aDental HLestiFn 9e=Fre Ls 

is� !FN :an there 9e a �alit theFlF>P F=  F; NithFLt haMin> anP Christian GhilFsFGhi:al 

9a>>a>e F= trans:en;entalisD�b1�� "n ansNer tF this	 he sL>>ests that a-he &aterialisD F= 

the %FBmPata is nFt a :lFse; DaterialisD� rather it is FGen� -he DaterialitP F= the 9F;P is 

nFt an en; in itsel=	 rather	 it is FGen tF its FNn eternitP�b1��

�s Nas the :ase Nith e:FtheFlF>P an; e:F=eDinist theFlF>ies	  F;
natLre relatiFnalitP 

9e:FDes a :entral GrF9leD in /inaParaAds �alit theFlF>P tFF	 as he ar>Les that the 

Ftherisin>  F; F= ;Lalisti: theFlF>ies nee;s tF 9e reGla:e; 9P a theFlF>P F= a ;e
Ftherin> 

 F;� -hLs	

-he �alit theFlF>P F= ;e
Ftherin>  F; neither ne>ates  F;	 as in atheisD	 nFr 
a==irDs  F;	 as in theisD� rather it re;e=ines  F; as an iDDinent GFliti:al 
eOGerien:e F= 9e:FDin>���� !ere	  F; has tF ;enP its trans:en;entalisD an; 
9e:FDe Gart F= iDDanen:e	 Nhi:h is internallP FGen an; DLltiGle� -he �alit 
theFlF>P F= a ;e
Ftherin>  F;	 Fr an iDDanent  F; Nants tF aMFi; the 
se;L:tiFn F= GFNer	 hierar:hP	 an; reGresentatiFn�1��

11	 Vinayara>, �alit Theology, 49.
11
 Vinayara>, �alit Theology, �1.
1�� See, for instance, SteD<en D. %oore and %ayra *ivera, !lanetary �oAes: $piAa6� !ostcoloniality� and 

Theology (&ew 1ork, &1: �ord<am University Press, 2011).
1�1 See footnote �1.
1�� Vinayara>, �alit Theology, 10.
1�� Vinayara>, �alit Theology, 10�.
1�� Vinayara>, �alit Theology, 106.
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-he startin> GFint F= /inaParaAds theFlF>P is his MisiFn tF re
iDa>ine �alit theFlF>P in the 

NaBe F= the eGisteDFlF>i:al shi=t intrF;L:e; 9P GFstDF;ernitP an; GFst:FlFnialitP�11�

!FNeMer	 tF :reatiMelP an; :FLra>eFLslP :laiD its Gla:e in the neN ;is:LrsiMe arena	 �alit 

theFlF>P	 he 9elieMes	 has tF she; DL:h F= its DF;ern :lFthin>	 Garti:LlarlP its in=atLatiFn 

Nith the atrans:en;entb  F;� � trans:en;ent  F;	 =Fr /inaParaA	 is an Ftherin>  F;� 

-aBin> helG =rFD GFstDF;ern theFlF>ians	 he ar>Les that the trans:en;ent  F; F= ;Lalisti: 

theFlF>ies sL:h as �;Maita an; �Maita GFstLlate a a=aBe LniMF:itPb 9etNeen  F; an; the 

Daterialb an; ale>itiDiQes the asPDDetri:al relatiFnshiG 9etNeen  F; an; the NFrl;�b11�

&FreFMer	 as GFst:FlFnial analPsis shFN	 Ftherisin>  F; reseD9les 0estern ten;en:P tF 

Ftherise	 ;FDinate an; :FlFnise the Fther� �Men in:arnatiFnal theFlF>P	 Nhi:h ais the 

theFlF>i:al striMe tF DaBe sFMerei>n  F; con/e>cen/b Gla:es  F; aFLtsi;eb Fr a9ePFn;b 

an; thLs DerelP re=FrDLlates the 0estern sel= in relatiFnshiG Nith the Fther in a NaP that 

rein=Fr:es itsel= as a c:haritP Friente; sel=d in ;iale:ti:al relatiFnshiG Nith the Fther that :an 

9e :FlFnise;�11� -he re
iDa>ine; �alit theFlF>P	 there=Fre	 has tF 9e a a;e


trans:en;entaliQe;	b ra;i:allP iDDanent an; ethi:F
GFliti:al�11�

� GFstDF;ern �alit theFlF>P sa9Fta>es nFtiFns F= Deta
narratiMe	 =FLn;atiFnalisD an; 

neLtralitP an; rather :Fnsi;ers sL9Ae:tiMitP as a stren>th� !en:e	 the Daterial 9F;P that has 

F=ten 9een ;e>ra;e; as a :arrier F= GFllLtiFn 9P theFlF>ies F= ;LalisD is	 =Fr /inaParaAds re


iDa>ine; �alit theFlF>P	 GFsite; as a cherDeneLti:al tFFld11	 an; a site F= theFlF>isin>�11


�FllFNin>  aPatri ChaBraMFrtP ,GiMaB	 /inaParaA ar>Les that ;esGite their :Fntri9LtiFn	 

0estern GFstDF;ern aGGrFa:hes haMe 9een Lna9le tF 9reaB =ree =rFD :FlFnial :Fn:eGts 

sL:h as sL9alternitP an; Dar>inalitP	 Nhi:h still iDa>ine a GeriGherP FnlP in re=eren:e tF 

the DetrFGFlis� �Lrther	 ,GiMaB inMFBes a nFtiFn F= aGlanetaritP	b _ a asheer sGa:e F= 

alteritPb Nhere Fneds ;i==eren:e is Daintaine;	 an; the Fther is en>a>e; Nith a aGlanetarP

lFMeb� "t ais a DentalitP in Nhi:h Ne reMisit the :FnstitLtiMe Fther an; the sel= in the :FnteOt 

11� 1. T. Vinayara>, ‘�nvisioning a Postmodern %et<od of Doing Dalit T<eology’, in �alit Theology in the
TBenty�First CenturyS: �iscordant 'oices� �iscerning !athBays, ed. Sat<ianat<an Clarke, Deena6and<u 
%anc<ala, and P<iliD Vinod Peacock (&ew Del<i: Oxford University Press, 2011), 91–101.

11� 1. T. Vinayara>, �alit Theology after Continental !hilosophy, in �alit Theology after Continental !hilosophy
(SwitNerland: Palgrave, %acmillan, 2016), �.

11� 1. T. Vinayara>, ‘Dalit Body wit<out God: C<allenges for �Distemology and T<eology’, in �ody� �motion and 
Mind: �mbodying the �Cperiences in Indo��uropean �ncounters, ed. %artin %artin Tamcke and Gladson 
"at<anna (Germany: Lit Verlag, 2013), 31.

11� Vinayara>, �alit Theology, �0.
11� Vinayara>, ‘�nvisioning Postmodern %et<od’, 9�.
11� Vinayara>, �alit Theology, 4�ff.
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iDa>ine; �alit theFlF>P	 GFsite; as a cherDeneLti:al tFFld11	 an; a site F= theFlF>isin>�11


�FllFNin>  aPatri ChaBraMFrtP ,GiMaB	 /inaParaA ar>Les that ;esGite their :Fntri9LtiFn	 

0estern GFstDF;ern aGGrFa:hes haMe 9een Lna9le tF 9reaB =ree =rFD :FlFnial :Fn:eGts 
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the DetrFGFlis� �Lrther	 ,GiMaB inMFBes a nFtiFn F= aGlanetaritP	b _ a asheer sGa:e F= 

alteritPb Nhere Fneds ;i==eren:e is Daintaine;	 an; the Fther is en>a>e; Nith a aGlanetarP

lFMeb� "t ais a DentalitP in Nhi:h Ne reMisit the :FnstitLtiMe Fther an; the sel= in the :FnteOt 

11� 1. T. Vinayara>, ‘�nvisioning a Postmodern %et<od of Doing Dalit T<eology’, in �alit Theology in the
TBenty�First CenturyS: �iscordant 'oices� �iscerning !athBays, ed. Sat<ianat<an Clarke, Deena6and<u 
%anc<ala, and P<iliD Vinod Peacock (&ew Del<i: Oxford University Press, 2011), 91–101.

11� 1. T. Vinayara>, �alit Theology after Continental !hilosophy, in �alit Theology after Continental !hilosophy
(SwitNerland: Palgrave, %acmillan, 2016), �.

11� 1. T. Vinayara>, ‘Dalit Body wit<out God: C<allenges for �Distemology and T<eology’, in �ody� �motion and 
Mind: �mbodying the �Cperiences in Indo��uropean �ncounters, ed. %artin %artin Tamcke and Gladson 
"at<anna (Germany: Lit Verlag, 2013), 31.

11� Vinayara>, �alit Theology, �0.
11� Vinayara>, ‘�nvisioning Postmodern %et<od’, 9�.
11� Vinayara>, �alit Theology, 4�ff.
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1�1

that sLit a MarietP F= GhilFsFGhi:al GFsitiFns	 in:lL;in> atheisD	 Gra>DatisD	 hLDanisD	 

he;FnisD an; LtilitarianisD�1�� /inaParaAds assertiFn that CharMaBads is an FGen 

DaterialisD is 9ase; Fn the =a:t that	 =Fr CharMaBa	 Ger:eGtiFn is the DFst eleDentarP 

eGisteDFlF>i:al tFFl� "t ;Fes nFt reAe:t all BnFNle;>e 9ase; Fn reasFn an; in=eren:e 9Lt 

ar>Les that reasFn an; lF>i: :an 9e Lse; tF 9Lil; LG Fn Nhat is alrea;P >aine; thrFL>h 

Ger:eGtiFn�1�1

-his =F:Ls Fn DaterialitP lea;s /inaParaA tF :lFselP ali>n hiDsel= Nith Nhat	 =FllFNin> 

 illes �eleLQe�s NFrB	 has 9e:FDe BnFNn as 'eN &aterialisD	 an; GrF:ess theFlF>P	 

Garti:LlarlP that F= Catherine $eller�

'eN DaterialisD	 a::Fr;in> tF 'i:B �FO an; )aD �ll;re;	 ais a terD as:ri9e; tF a ran>e F= 

:FnteDGFrarP GersGe:tiMes in the arts	 hLDanities an; sF:ial s:ien:es that haMe in :FDDFn 

a theFreti:al an; Gra:ti:al ctLrn tF Datterd�b1�� !ere	 DaterialisD ;Fes nFt re=er tF the 

&arOist insisten:e Fn sF:iF
e:FnFDi: relatiFns as the :entreGie:e F= hLDan a==airs� instea;	 

it re=ers tF DaterialitP that is :FDDFn tF the NFrl; an; eMerPthin> in it� 'eN DaterialisD 

;eMelFGe; in rea:tiFn tF sGirit
Datter ;LalitP that sti>Datise; Datter as inert an; GassiMe 

an;	 in :Fntrast	 re:F>nises the GlLralitP	 FGenness	 MitalitP an; sel=
Fr>anisin> a9ilitP F= 

Datter� �Fr 'eN &aterialisD	 Datter is nFt stati: 9Lt eDer>ent an; :FnstantlP 9e:FDin> 

thrFL>h intera:tiFn 9etNeen ;i==erent =Fr:es an; a:tiFns�1��

"n Christian theFlF>P	 the Daterial tLrn is F9serMe; in GrF:ess theFlF>P	 Garti:LlarlP in the 

NFrBs F= Catherine $eller	 Nhi:h GrFMi;es an iDGetLs an; a DilieL =Fr /inaParaAds 

theFlF>P� )rF:ess theFlF>P	 in line Nith �lre; 'Frth 0hitehea;	 Charles !artshFrne an; 

�rthLr )ea:F:Be	 reAe:ts the i;ea that Datter an; the GrF:esses F= the NFrl; are eOternal tF 

 F; 9Lt Lnites the tNF in the iDa>e F= the LniMerse as the 9F;P F=  F;� %iBe 'eN 

&aterialisD	 it reGL;iates tra;itiFnal Christian theFlF>P =Fr 9ran;ishin> ;Lalisti: 

1�� %ittal, Materialism in Indian Thought, 1�–16.
1�1 So %ittal states, YA Ccrvcka need not deny t<at reason in its ratiocinative function is useful for Dractical life. 

W<at <e denies is t<at reason may give us knowledge unaided 6y and non	o6taina6le t<roug< DerceDtion.
W<ile reasoning, we must start wit< t<e o6served and Dass on to t<e o6serva6le (t<oug< not yet o6served).
T<e ultimate test and verification of any Diece of knowledge is to 6e t<roug< direct exDerience.Z %ittal,
Materialism in Indian Thought, 42.

1�� &ick ". �ox and Pam Alldred, $ociology and the �eB Materialism: Theory� #esearch� Action (London: Sage 
Pu6lications, 201�), 3. �or a s<ort introduction on &ew %aterialism, see, &ic<olas ". �ox and Pam Alldred, 
‘&ew %aterialism’, in $age #esearch Methods Foundations, ed. Paul Atkinson et al. (London: Sage 
Pu6lications, 2022).

1�� Some famous advocates of &ew %aterialism are: Karen Barad, *osi Braidotti, "ane Bannett and William
Connolly.

1�


-his ;e
Ftherin>  F; is alsF an enDattere;  F;	 aan eD9F;ie;  F; NhF is intrinsi:allP 

:Fnne:te; tF Datter� "t is an enDattere;  F; in Nhi:h the 9e:FDin> F= 9ein>	 Fr the 9F;P	 

is enMisa>e; Nithin	 nFt in terDs F= the ;iale:ti:s 9etNeen sel= an; the Fther�b1��

-hinBin> =rFD Nithin the NFrl; F= �alit li=e	 /inaParaAds NFrBs 9rin> attentiFn 9a:B tF the 

:entralitP F= the Daterial 9F;P as an eGisteDFlF>i:al lF:Ls =Fr �alit theFlF>P� -he 

Daterialisti: MisiFn has alNaPs GFsite; :hallen>es tF the FtherNFrl;lP DetaGhPsi:s an; has 

=Ln:tiFne; as a laLn:hin> Ga; =Fr Nhat -errP �a>letFn :alls aGFliti:s F= Datter�b1�	

/inaParaA liBeNise =in;s CharMaBads DaterialisD as a =ittin> Mehi:le tF rethinB theFlF>P that 

is iDDanent	 theFGFliti:al an; GFlP;FOi:al�1�


"t Nas nFte; earlier that �e9iGrasa; ChattFGa;hPaPa an; 'an;a tFF inMFBe; CharMaBa	 

alsF BnFNn as %FBmPata	 =Fr their FNn GLrGFses� �Fr ChattFGa;haPaPa	 CharMaBa 

GhilFsFGhP :an 9e re=erre; tF as GrFtF
sGiritLalisti: an; GriDitiMe GrFtF
DaterialisD in that 

it reGresents aa sta>e F= :Fns:iFLsness Pet tF Nitness the 9irth F= the sGiritLalisti: :Fn:eGts 

liBe  F;	 ,FLl an; the (ther 0Frl;�b1�� �Fr 'an;a	 Fn the Fther han;	 CharMaBa reGresents 

her Gra>Datisti: MieN F= li=e	 Nhereas =Fr /inaParaA	 CharMaBads is an FGen DaterialisD� 

-his :an DaBe Fne NFn;er Nhat eOa:tlP %FBmPata Fr CharMaBa 9elieMe;�  

)art F= the ;i==i:LltP here is the aD9i>LitP inMFlMe; in the histFrP F= CharMaBa itsel=� 

-hFL>h it Gresente; the DFst sL9stantial :hallen>e tF ;i==erent DetaGhPsi:al s:hFFls F= 

!in;LisD	 the re:FnstrL:tiFn F= CharMaBa 9elie=s is 9ase; Fn =ra>DentarP histFri:al 

re:Fr;s	 Nritten DainlP 9P thFse trPin> tF re=Lte theD_in:lL;in> �L;;hist an; #ain sFLr:es� 

"t is F=ten ar>Le; that this la:B F= histFri:itP raises ;FL9ts a9FLt the aLthenti:itP F= their 

GresentatiFn F= CharMaBa�s MieNs�1�� -he e==Frts tF re:FnstrL:t an; eDGlFP CharMaBa as a 

athis
NFrl;lPb GhilFsFGhP 9P the GrFGFnents F= ratiFnalisD an; DaterialisD are ;Le tF its 

stress Fn Daterial realitP as the sFle realitP an; ;ratDa6]a �Ger:eGtiFn� as the FnlP Mali; 

sFLr:e F= BnFNle;>e� &ittal ar>Les that CharMaBa itsel= allFNs a ;iMersitP F= interGretatiFns

1�� Vinayara>, �alit Theology, 106.
1�� Terry �agleton, Materialism (&ew Haven, CT: 1ale University Press, 201�), 4.
1�� Vinayara>, �alit Theology, 112 T<e word ‘Dolydoxy’ is used in contrast to ‘ort<doxy’ and refers to 6eing oDen 

to multiDlicity of views and 6eliefs. He takes t<is notion from Keller and Sc<neider. Cat<erine Keller and
Laurel Sc<neider, !olydoCy: Theology of Multiplicity and #elation (&ew 1ork, &1: *outledge, 2011).

1�	 C<attoDad<yaya, �o6ayata, xvii.
1�
 C<attoDad<yaya, �o6ayata, 4–22� *amkris<na B<attac<arya, $tudies on the CarAa6a��o6ayata (London:

Ant<em Press, 2011), 33–44� Kewal Kris<an %ittal, Materialism in Indian Thought (&ew Del<i: %uns<iram
%ano<arlal Pu6lis<ers, 19�4), 22–60.
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1��

aGGrFa:hes tF BnFNle;>e that ;riMe tFF ;eeG a Ne;>e 9etNeen sGirit an; Datter� -he 

GFst:FlFnial analPsis	 9P =Lrther Gla:in> these ;LalisDs FntF the GFNer >ri;	 GrF9leDatises 

all ;LalisDs as ;eMi:es =Fr :FntrFl an; sL9AL>atiFn� -hLs	 i=	 =Fr e:F=eDinists an; 

e:FtheFlF>ians	 sGirit
Datter ;LalitP resLlts in the eOGlFitatiFn F= natLre	 =Fr �alit theFlF>P	 

it lea;s tF the ;eMalLatiFn F= the Daterial itsel=� #Finin> the lea; F= neN DaterialisD an; 

GrF:ess theFlF>P	 then 9Fth e:FtheFlF>ies an; Daterialisti: �alit theFlF>P eleMate the Gla:e 

F= Datter 9P :allin> =Fr a ara;i:al relatiFnalitPb that is rFFte; in ;eeG inter:Fnne:tiFns

9etNeen  F;	 hLDans an; natLre�

-he aGGeal F= GrF:ess theFlF>P is natLral here	 >iMen the eDGhasis Fn the Daterial 9Fn; 

9etNeen  F; an; the NFrl; in its Ganentheisti: MisiFn� -he iDa>e F= the Daterial NFrl; as 

 F;ds 9F;P ;Fes DL:h tF restFre the MitalitP an; si>ni=i:an:e F= Datter� )anentheisDds 

MisiFn F=  F;
NFrl; inter:Fnne:te;ness an; /inaParaAds MisiFn F= ;e
Ftherin> an; 

enDattere;  F; =it seaDlesslP tF :FLnter ;Lalisti: MisiFns F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP� -his 

stress Fn an enDattere;  F;	 the san:titP F= Datter	 an; ra;i:al inter:Fnne:te;ness 

9etNeen  F;	 hLDans	 an; natLre reDain si>ni=i:ant :Fntri9LtiFns F= �alit	 e:F an; 

GrF:ess theFlF>ies� "t alsF ali>ns Nith the Gi:tLre F= the 9i9li:al  F; F= lFMe NhF re=Lses 

tF reDain ;istant =rFD his :reatiFn�

!FNeMer	 this MisiFn F= ra;i:al relatiFnalitP	 Garti:LlarlP the tLrn tFNar;s GanentheisD	 

raises seMeral neN HLestiFns =Fr a theFlF>P F= natLre in the :FnteOt F= "n;ia an; in ;ialF>Le 

Nith natLral s:ien:es� CFn:eiMin>  F; an; :reatiFn as sF :lFse that Fne ;Fes nFt eOist aGart 

=rFD the Fther DaP 9e a;Manta>eFLs tF :hallen>e the ;LalisD F= DF;ernitP	 9Lt hFN 

eOa:tlP is Fne tF Ln;erstan; the ra;i:al relatiFnalitP reDains Ln:lear� -his is eMi;ent in that 

the nee; =Fr ra;i:al relatiFnalitP lea;s ;i==erent thinBers tF ;i==erent MisiFns F=  F;
NFrl; 

relatiFnalitP� =Fr ,GiMaB	 it lea;s tF DFnisD� =Fr Catherine $eller	 it lea;s tF GanentheisD�

�s re>ar;s Christian theFlF>P	 ra;i:al relatiFnalitP 9etNeen  F; an; the NFrl; 9ase; Fn 

Daterial 9Fn;s raises seMeral HLestiFns� �re  F; an; the Daterial NFrl; tF 9e :Fnsi;ere; 

aFntFlF>i:allPb relate;� �F theP eOist at the saDe FntFlF>i:al leMel� 

�Lt leaMin> the FntFlF>i:al HLestiFns asi;e	 ;F theFlF>ies that :Fnsi;er natLre as  F;ds 

9F;P sL==i:ientlP en>a>e Nith GrF9leDs that eDer>e =rFD =Lsin>  F; an; natLre tF>ether	 

as FLr analPsis F= :FnteDGFrarP �alit MFi:es :FnsLlte; earlier in this :haGter in;i:ates� 

(ne ;Fes nFt haMe tF >F all the NaP 'an;a ;Fes tF re:F>nise that the sF
:alle; hFlisti: an; 

Fr>ani: relatiFnalitP GrFAe:te; a>ainst DF;ernitPds re;L:tiFnisD is F=ten the 9irthGla:e F= 

1��

ten;en:ies an; :reatin> a =alse Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP� "t ar>Les that sGirit
Datter 

;LalitP has Garti:LlarlP ;ire :FnseHLen:es =Fr Daterial li=e	 =Fr it en:FLra>es ne>le:t F= the 

Daterial _ 9Fth Daterial 9F;ies an; the Daterial NFrl;� "t seGarates  F; =rFD the Daterial 

NFrl; an; its a==airs	 GrFDFtes Fther
NFrl;lP salMatiFn an; instils an anthrFGF:entrisD that 

a::entLates the eOGlFitatiFn F= natLre� �Fr )rF:ess theFlF>P	 this ;LalitP is FMer:FDe 9P 

iDa>inin> Datter as the 9F;P F=  F;� 

CharMaBa itsel= sees a tNF
=Fl; :FrFllarP 9etNeen the Daterial 9F;P an; the Daterial NFrl; 

that ChattFGa;hPaPa hi>hli>hts	  

�irst	 it shFLl; 9e GFssi9le tF Ln;erstan; the DPsterP F= natLre i= Ne :an 
Ln;erstan; the DPsterP F= the hLDan 9F;P _ the /eha Fr the Daterial hLDan 
9F;P is the Di:rF:FsD F= the LniMerse� ,e:Fn;lP	 the 9irth F= the LniMerse is 
the resLlt F= the saDe Fr a siDilar GrF:ess as the 9irth F= the hLDan 9ein>s�1��

,L:h analF>ies Nere :FDDFn tF  reeB MieNs F= natLre tFF	 as CFllin>NFF; has GFinte; 

FLt�1�� �s /inaParaA re:F>nises	 sL:h insi>hts =FrD natLral linBs 9etNeen CharMaBa	 neN 

DaterialisD an; GrF:ess theFlF>P� !FNeMer	 /inaParaA hiDsel= ;Fes nFt taBe a stri:t 

theFlF>i:al GFsitiFn F= GrF:ess theFlF>P Fr neN DaterialisD� "nstea;	 9ase; Fn the 

GFstDF;ern
GFst:FlFnial analPsis an; the :ritiHLe F= ;Lalisti: theFlF>ies 9P 'eN 

&aterialisD an; GrF:ess theFlF>P	 he a>rees that  F; :annFt 9e iDa>ine; tF 9e FLtsi;e the 

NFrl; 9Lt as ra;i:allP iDDanent� -hese ;eMelFGDents an; the :FnteDGFrarP stress Fn 

DaterialitP in �alit theFlF>P :all =Fr Christian theFlF>P tF sGell FLt its MisiFn F=  F;


hLDan
natLre relatiFnalitP a=resh	 Nhere the Daterial 9Fn; 9etNeen the three is >iMen

GriFritP� 
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�alit MieNs Fn s:ien:e an; natLre stL;ie; in this :haGter sLGGlP an a>en;a =Fr �alit 

theFlF>P	 =Fr Nhi:h  F;
NFrl;
hLDanitP relatiFnalitP is the =Ln;aDental issLe�  

�:FtheFlF>ians	 e:F=eDinists an; �alit theFlF>ians en>a>e; in this :haGter GFint tF sGirit


Datter an;  F;
natLre ;LalisD as a GrF9leD =Fr the theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl;� -hese 

MFi:es ri>htlP ;isGLte tra;itiFnal iDa>es that DaBe  F; ;istant =rFD the NFrl; an; resist 

the GFrtraPals F= a ;eisti:  F; an; a De:hanisti: natLre� -heP alsF FGGFse re;L:tiFnist 

1�� C<attoDad<yaya, �o6ayata, xxi.
1�� Collingwood, The Idea of �ature, �.
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aGGrFa:hes tF BnFNle;>e that ;riMe tFF ;eeG a Ne;>e 9etNeen sGirit an; Datter� -he 
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all ;LalisDs as ;eMi:es =Fr :FntrFl an; sL9AL>atiFn� -hLs	 i=	 =Fr e:F=eDinists an; 
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NFrl; relatiFnalitP� -his 
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GrF:ess theFlF>ies� "t alsF ali>ns Nith the Gi:tLre F= the 9i9li:al  F; F= lFMe NhF re=Lses 
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1�� C<attoDad<yaya, �o6ayata, xxi.
1�� Collingwood, The Idea of �ature, �.
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eOa:t FGGFsite F= Nhat the DF;ern "n;ian Christian theFlF>ians 9elieMe; the ;F:trineds 

DFst si>ni=i:ant :Fntri9LtiFn tF 9e�  

��n�l%si�n
�DFn> Fther thin>s	 this :haGter tra:e; a shi=t in "n;ian Christian theFlF>P Ln;er the 

in=lLen:e F= �alit theFlF>P� "n the earlP Ghase F= "n;ian Christian theFlF>P	 the theFlF>P F= 

the Daterial NFrl; :FLl; 9e ;eriMe; =rFD the ;F:trine F= :reatiFn� 0e alsF nFti:e; an 

eDGhasis Fn in:arnatiFn as that Nhi:h li9erate; histFrP =rFD its Deanin>lessness an; >aMe a 

neN ;ire:tiFn tF :reatiFn� "n:arnatiFn	 in Garti:Llar	 asserte;  F;ds inMFlMeDent in the 

GrF:esses F= the NFrl;	 Nhi:h in tLrn le>itiDise; Christian inMFlMeDent in athis
NFrl;lPb 

a==airs� �alit theFlF>P	 hFNeMer	 DFMe; 9ePFn; the interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le Nith �;Maita tF 

initiate a ;ialF>Le Nith "n;ian Daterialist s:hFFls� -he Nel:FDe FLt:FDe F= this en>a>eDent 

is the eDGhasis Fn the Daterial ;iDensiFn F=  F;ds relatiFnshiG tF the NFrl;� -he iDa>e F= 

the NFrl; as  F;ds 9F;P in e:FtheFlF>i:al	 e:F=eDinist an; GrF:ess theFlF>ies an; 

/inaParaAds nFtiFn F= aenDattere;  F;b Nill reDain Nith Ls as :rL:ial 9Lil;in> 9lF:Bs =rFD

this :haGter�

!FNeMer	 Ne alsF nFte; that ;esGite a Mali; :ritiHLe F= ;LalisDs	 the in:linatiFn F= 

e:F=eDinist an; �alit theFlF>ies tFNar;s GrF:ess theFlF>Pds MisiFn F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP 

is nFt entirelP satis=a:tFrP� -his is 9e:aLse 9P ;iDinishin> anP FntFlF>i:al ;istin:tiFn 

9etNeen  F; an; natLre	 it leans tFNar;s the ;iMinisin> natLre� CFnteDGFrarP �alit literatLre 

Fn enMirFnDent an; s:ien:e in;i:ates that in=Lsin> natLre Nith sFDe ;iMinitP has 9een an 

FGGressiMe eOGerien:e =Fr the �alits� "t ;ele>itiDises �alit asGiratiFns =Fr natLral s:ien:e	 

Nhi:h reHLire natLre tF 9e taBen as a cse:Llard =a:t an; nFt sFDe =FrD F= a ;iMinise; entitP� 

�Fr this reasFn	 Nhile taBin> its GFsitiMe :Fntri9LtiFn in stri;e	 in the neOt :haGter	 " DFMe 

9ePFn; �alit theFlF>P an; tLrn tF a -rinitarian DF;el F= relatiFnalitP	 Garti:LlarlP ;eMelFGe; 

in the NFrBs F= CFlin  LntFn� -he aiD is tF inMesti>ate i= the -rinitarian DF;el F=  F;
NFrl; 

relatiFnalitP :an rise 9ePFn; the NeaBnesses F= 9Fth ra;ial ;LalisD an; ra;i:al 

inter:Fnne:te;ness	 as it :laiDs tF	 an; i= it ;Fes	 hFN sF� 

1��

GseL;F
s:ienti=i: DFMeDents that eOGlFit �alits an; Fther GFFr :FDDLnities F= "n;ia� "n 

=a:t	 a relatiFnalitP Nhere  F; an; natLre are FntFlF>i:allP Fne =reHLentlP lea;s tF 

GFllLtiFn an; i;FlatrP F= natLre� &FreFMer	 it ;is:FLra>es s:ien:e	 as the DissiFnaries 

tea:hin> s:ien:e at the ,eraDGFre CFlle>e realise;� Fne :annFt NFrshiG natLre an; ;isse:t 

it =Fr Daterial 9ene=it at the saDe tiDe�1�	  iMen these :FnseHLen:es that the ;iDinishin> F= 

the ;istan:e 9etNeen natLre an;  F; has =Fr natLre an; natLral s:ien:e	 an; there9P =Fr the 

GFFr an; the Dar>inalise; in ,FLth �sia	 the releMan:e F= the DF;el F= ra;i:al relatiFnalitP 

GFstLlate; in e:FtheFlF>i:al an; �alit theFlF>i:al ;is:FLrses is ;e9ata9le� "n this	 

aGGrFa:hes that Mili=P 0estern s:ien:eds ;LalitP an; GFsit ra;i:al inter:Fnne:tiMitP 9etNeen 

 F;	 hLDans an; natLre as a Gana:ea tF its ills :FLl; 9e as FGGressiMe as the ;LalisD theP 

trP tF :FLnter�

+a;i:al relatiFnalitP 9ase; Fn ;eeG inter:Fnne:tiFns alsF raises neN issLes that :hallen>e 

seMeral nFtiFns relate; tF the Christian Ln;erstan;in> F= natLre arti:Llate; in the tra;itiFnal 

;F:trine F= :reatiFn� (= Garti:Llar interest �alsF in relatiFn tF the GreMiFLs :haGter Fn 

interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le� DaP 9e the ;e:FnstrL:tiFn	 ;e:FlFnisatiFn an; ;isDissal F= creatio 

ex nihilo as a nFtiFn that >rFLn;s sGirit
Datter ;LalisD an; >iMes rise tF the ;eMalLatiFn

an; :FlFnisatiFn F= Datter� -he iDGFrtan:e F= creatio ex nihilo in an interreli>iFLs settin> 

Nas ;is:Lsse; in an earlier :haGter	 Nhere it Nas in;i:ate; that the earlP "n;ian Christian 

theFlF>ians re>ar;e; the ;F:trine as a LniHLelP Christian :Fntri9LtiFn an; a :rL:ial 

9Lil;in> 9lF:B in their theFlF>P F= natLre� "n :Fntrast	 this :haGter hi>hli>hts the GrF9leD 

that the ;F:trine =a:es in the GFst:FlFnial :FnteOt� �>ainst creatio ex nihilo	 there=Fre	 

Catherine $eller GrFGFses creatio ex ;ro1@n/i>� Nhere :reatiFn eDer>es =rFD %eho8 Fr 

a;eeGb that is DarBe; 9P in=inite ratiFnalities an; is GLlsatin> Nith neN GFssi9ilities�1�


%iBeNise	 in 0hitneP �aLDands creatio contin@a	 the Datter is neither DLte nFr stati: 9Lt 

eDer>ent an; FGen
en;e;�1��Can creatio ex nihilo Nithstan; this theFlF>i:al :riti:isD� 

-he Gla:e F= creatio ex nihilo in the theFlF>P F= natLre Nill reDain a sL9Ae:t F= 

inMesti>atiFn in the =FllFNin> :haGters� !FNeMer	 ;raNin> =rFD Gast :haGters	 it sL==i:es tF 

DentiFn here that the :FnteDGFrarP ar>LDent that creatio ex nihilo ;eMalLes Datter is the 

1�� Sivasundaram, ‘C<ristian Benares’� %angalwadi, The �oo6 That Made )our (orld, 22�.
1�� Cat<erine Keller, Face of the �eep: A Theology of �ecoming (London: *outledge, 2003).
1�	 W<itney Bauman, Theology� Creation� and �nAironmental �thics: From Creatio �C �ihilo to Terra �ullius

(&ew 1ork, &1: *outledge, 2009)� Vinayara>, �alit Theology, �1–�2.
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/inaParaAds nFtiFn F= aenDattere;  F;b Nill reDain Nith Ls as :rL:ial 9Lil;in> 9lF:Bs =rFD
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Nas ;is:Lsse; in an earlier :haGter	 Nhere it Nas in;i:ate; that the earlP "n;ian Christian 

theFlF>ians re>ar;e; the ;F:trine as a LniHLelP Christian :Fntri9LtiFn an; a :rL:ial 

9Lil;in> 9lF:B in their theFlF>P F= natLre� "n :Fntrast	 this :haGter hi>hli>hts the GrF9leD 

that the ;F:trine =a:es in the GFst:FlFnial :FnteOt� �>ainst creatio ex nihilo	 there=Fre	 

Catherine $eller GrFGFses creatio ex ;ro1@n/i>� Nhere :reatiFn eDer>es =rFD %eho8 Fr 

a;eeGb that is DarBe; 9P in=inite ratiFnalities an; is GLlsatin> Nith neN GFssi9ilities�1�


%iBeNise	 in 0hitneP �aLDands creatio contin@a	 the Datter is neither DLte nFr stati: 9Lt 

eDer>ent an; FGen
en;e;�1��Can creatio ex nihilo Nithstan; this theFlF>i:al :riti:isD� 

-he Gla:e F= creatio ex nihilo in the theFlF>P F= natLre Nill reDain a sL9Ae:t F= 
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1�� Sivasundaram, ‘C<ristian Benares’� %angalwadi, The �oo6 That Made )our (orld, 22�.
1�� Cat<erine Keller, Face of the �eep: A Theology of �ecoming (London: *outledge, 2003).
1�	 W<itney Bauman, Theology� Creation� and �nAironmental �thics: From Creatio �C �ihilo to Terra �ullius

(&ew 1ork, &1: *outledge, 2009)� Vinayara>, �alit Theology, �1–�2.



140 141

1��

C��
��� �I��

N�&'$� �! �$�!�&�$��! ��%�"'$%� 

"n the last tNF :haGters	 " lF:ate; seMeral theDes :Fn:ernin> the theFlF>P F= natLre in tNF 

;istin:t ;is:FLrses in "n;ia	 naDelP the interreli>iFLs ;is:FLrse an; the li9eratiMe ;is:FLrse� 

�Fth ;is:FLrses Nere shaGe; 9P the :FnteOts in Nhi:h theP eDer>e;� -he interreli>iFLs 

;is:FLrse eDer>e; in the :FnteOt F= DF;ernitPds as:en;en:e an; �;Maitads ;FDinan:e� 

%i9eratiMe ;is:FLrse	 Fn the Fther han;	 >reN FLt F= the :FnteOt F= FGGressiFn an; 

GFliti:isatiFn F= natLre� Christian theFlF>ians tFFB ;i==erent GFints F= ;eGartLre an; eDGlFPe; 

;istin:t DethF;FlF>ies sLita9le tF a;;ress the issLes releMant tF the :FnteOts in Nhi:h theP 

Nere Gla:e;� !FNeMer	  F;ds relatiFn tF the Daterial NFrl; reDaine; a :entral issLe in 9Fth 

;is:FLrses	 althFL>h ;i==erent :FnteOtLal =a:tFrs GlaPe; their rFle in a;Man:in> a :ertain 

shaGe F= the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP�  

�P lF:atin> the sL9Ae:t F= DaterialitP in the interreli>iFLs ;is:FLrse an; li9eratiMe ;is:FLrse	 

Ne haMe >athere; seMeral HLestiFns	 theDes an; issLes that are :rL:ial =Fr the theFlF>P F= 

natLre in the :FnteOt F= "n;ia	 sL:h as the Gla:e F= in:arnatiFn in relatiFn tF histFrP	 the 

a>en:P F= Datter	 an eD9F;ie; inter:Fnne:te;ness 9etNeen  F;
hLDan
Daterial NFrl; an; 

the GrF9leDati:s F= creatio ex nihilo� 0e still nee; tF re=le:tiMelP tie these threa;s tF>ether =Fr 

a =Lller Gi:tLre F= a theFlF>P F= natLre in the :FnteOt F= "n;ia tF eDer>e�

)reMiFLs :haGters haMe alsF in;i:ate; that the tNF ;is:FLrses are ;eeGlP rFFte; in an; 

in=lLen:e; 9P their ;istin:t :LltLral lan;s:aGes� �P Gla:in> theD neOt tF ea:h Fther	 this 

resear:h has a;here; tF the inter:LltLral aGGrFa:h it a;FGte; at the 9e>innin>� "n this :haGter	 

" Nant tF =Lrther 9rFa;en the s:FGe F= the inter:LltLral aGGrFa:h 9P in:lL;in> a MFi:e =rFD 

the 0estern heDisGhere�  

"n a GFst:FlFnial :liDate	 in:lL;in> a 0estern MFi:e DaP iDDe;iatelP raise sLsGi:iFn 

:Fn:ernin> its 9iases a>ainst nFn
0estern MFi:es an; its ten;en:P tF hiAa:B the ;is:FLrse� 

0hile sL:h sLsGi:iFns are natLral	 there are seMeral reasFns NhP sL:h a DFMe shFLl; 9e 

Gre=erre;� 
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-he nFtiFn that the ;F:trine F= the -rinitP is irreleMant tF li=e Fn earth Nas :hallen>e; 9P a 

�
th
:entLrP DFMeDent BnFNn as the a-rinitarian +enaissan:e�b� "t is ar>Le; that the 

;F:trine F= the -rinitP	 as a LniHLelP Christian 9elie=	 has si>ni=i:ant iDGli:atiFns =Fr the li=e 

F= the NFrl;� -he trinitarian renaissan:e Nas alsF a resGFnse tF the :har>es that DFnFtheisti: 

stran;s in Christian theFlF>P Nere resGFnsi9le =Fr :LltLral iDGerialisD	� a9LsiMe e::lesial 

hierar:hP an; eOGlFitatiFn F= natLre�	 'Fta9le naDes lea;in> the trinitarian renaissan:e are 

$arl �arth	 #[r>en &FltDann	 #Fhn 3iQFLlas	 ,tanleP  renQ	 CFlin  LntFn	 0Fl=hart 

)annen9er>	 Catherine &FNrP %aCL>na	 %eFnar;F �F==	 &irFslaM /Fl= an; Fthers�


!FNeMer	 Nhen it :FDes tF relatin> the -rinitP tF the ;F:trine F= :reatiFn	 #[r>en &FltDann	�

CFlin  LntFn	 0Fl=hart )annen9er>	� #Fhn )FlBin>hFrne	1� an; $eith 0ar;11 F::LGP the 

=Fre=rFnt� �DFn> its Fther a:hieMeDents	 an; Garti:LlarlP interestin> =Fr this resear:h	 

-rinitarian theFlF>P atteDGts tF reiDa>ine the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG thrFL>h a -rinitarian 

lens sF that nFtiFns that are :ritiHLe; as 9ein> antitheti:al Fr irreleMant in an a>e F= s:ien:e 

:an 9e re=FrDLlate; Lsin> the -rinitP as a DF;el� 

-his :laiD F= GFstLlatin> a LniHLelP Christian NaP F= :Fn:eiMin> a  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG 

natLrallP DaBes the -rinitarian theFlF>P F= natLre a ;esira9le :FnMersatiFn Gartner in this 

resear:h� "t is all the DFre the :ase 9e:aLse	 as ar>Le; earlier	 Fther DF;els F=  F;
NFrl; 

relatiFnshiG :Fnsi;ere; in GreMiFLs :haGters are =FLn; Nantin> in GrFMi;in> a satis=a:tFrP 

a::FLnt F= hFN  F;	 hLDans an; natLre :an interrelate� -he ;Lalisti: DF;el has ha; =ar


rea:hin> :FnseHLen:es =Fr hLDan li=e an; natLre	 as is aGtlP ;is:lFse; 9P GFstDF;ern 

analPses� (n the Fther han;	 a rea:tiFnarP tLrn tF Gan�en�theisti: DF;els	 eMen Nhen theP 

:FDe NraGGe; in a neN an; =an:P Ga:Ba>e F= ahFlisD	b :an 9e eHLallP harD=Ll tF FLr 

� W<et<er t<e recent D<enomenon is a ‘renaissance’ due to Trinity’s alleged ecliDse during t<e %iddle Ages or a
modern develoDment is a su6>ect of de6ate. See, *ian Venter, ‘Taking Stock of t<e Trinitarian *enaissance: 
W<at Have We Learnt�’, HT$ Teologiese $tudies�Theological $tudies ��, no. 1 (2019): 1.

� Bruce D. %ars<all, ‘Trinity’, in The �lac6Bell Companion to Modern Theology, ed. Garet< "ones (%alden,
%A: Blackwell Pu6lis<ers, 2004), 1�3–203.

� Grace %. "antNen, �odLs (orld� �odLs �ody (P<iladelD<ia, PA: T<e Westminster Press, 19�4).
� �or a good overview of t<e Trinitarian *enaissance and t<e issues it <as 6roug<t to t<e fore, see, Venter, 

‘Taking Stock of t<e Trinitarian *enaissance’� Gi>s6ert van den Brink, ‘Social Trinitarianism: A Discussion
of Some *ecent T<eological Criticisms’, International �ournal of $ystematic Theology 16, no. 3 (2014): 3.

	 "Srgen %oltmann, �od in Creation: A �eB Theology of Creation and the $pirit of �od (%inneaDolis, %&:
�ortress Press, 1993)� �or t<e relation 6etween Trinity and creation in %oltmann, see, Steven C Bouma	
Prediger, The �reening of Theology: The �cological Models of #osemary #adford #uether� �oseph $ittler�
and �Grgen Moltmann (Atlanta, GA: Sc<olars Press, 199�)� Paul D %olnar, ‘T<e �unction of t<e Trinity in
%oltmann’s �cological Doctrine of Creation’, Theological $tudies �1, no. 4 (1990): 4.


 *oger Olson, ‘Wolf<art Pannen6erg’s Doctrine of t<e Trinity’, $cottish �ournal of Theology 43, no. 2 (1990): 2.
1� Polking<orne, $cience and the Trinity.
11 Keit< Ward, #eligion and Creation (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996).
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�irstlP	 althFL>h FLr GreMiFLs GFints F= interlF:LtiFn haMe 9een iDDerse; in the :FnteOt F= 

"n;ia	 the :Fn:erns eMi;ent in thFse :FnMersatiFns easilP Gla:e theD in a >lF9al :FnMersatiFn 

:Fn:ernin> the theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl;� -he ;iMerse MFi:es reGresente; in this stL;P 

re>ar; the sL9Ae:t F=  F;ds relatiFn tF the Daterial NFrl; F= >lF9al iDGFrtan:e� -his is NhP 

theP =in; it natLral tF 9Fth eO:han>e i;eas Nith thinBers =rFD FLtsi;e their FNn :FnteOts an; 

hFl; their GersGe:tiMes as releMant an; Deanin>=Ll :Fntri9LtiFns tF the >lF9al ;is:LssiFn�  

,e:Fn;lP	 :FnteDGFrarP ;is:LssiFns relate; tF DF;ern s:ien:e are GrF=FLn;lP shaGe; 9P the 

0estern :FnteOt an; its sGrea; thrFL>h >lF9alisatiFn� 0estern Christians theDselMes haMe 

resGFn;e; tF the :hallen>es thrFNn at theD 9P DF;ern s:ien:e in ;iMerse NaPs	 an; en>a>in> 

Nith theD :FLl; enri:h the :FnMersatiFn� "n a;;itiFn	 the "n;ian
0estern eO:han>e DaP	 in 

the GrF:ess	 eOGFse the :LltLral lF:ate;ness F= 0estern MFi:es	 there9P rein=Fr:in> the 

GFstDF;ern :Fn:lLsiFn that nF narratiMe is :LltLrallP MalLe
=ree�  

�::Fr;in>lP	 in this :haGter	 " transit =rFD the :FnteOt F= "n;ia tF sFDe re:ent 0estern 

;is:LssiFns Fn the natLre F= natLre	 Gre:iselP Nhat has :FDe tF 9e BnFNn as the -rinitarian 

theFlF>P F= :reatiFn� 

-1*1 ��e �rinitarian 
enaissan�e

�Lt NhP resFrt tF the :Fn:eGt F= the -rinitP tF eOGlain natLre� !istFri:allP	 eDGlFPin> the 

;F:trine F= the -rinitP tF a;;ress hLDan :Fn:erns has nFt 9een aGGre:iate; DL:h� "DDanLel 

$ant ar>Le; that sin:e it is 9ase; sFlelP Fn =aith	 the -rinitP is an a/ia;horon _ that Nhi:h 

lies FLtsi;e the s:FGe F= the Christian =aith an; there=Fre irreleMant�1 �rie;ri:h 

,:hleierDa:her is assLDe; tF haMe MieNe; the ;F:trine F= the -rinitP as 9elFn>in> tF the 

aGGen;iO F= the Christian =aith�� ,L:h reDarBs >iMe the iDGressiFn that the -rinitP is

in:FnseHLential =Fr li=e Fn earth� �LrtherDFre	 =Fr a laP Christian	 as %eFnar;F �F== GLts it	 

ait has 9een har; enFL>h tF 9elieMe in a sin>le  F;	b let alFne :FDGrehen; the -rinitP��

1 Cyril O’*egan, ‘T<e Trinity in Kant, Hegel, and Sc<elling’, in The  Cford Handboo6 of the Trinity, ed. Gilles
�mergy and %att<ew Levering (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011), 2��.

� W<et<er Sc<leiermac<er really assumed t<is <as 6een de6ated. See, �rancis Sc<Sssler �iorenNa,
‘Sc<leiermac<er’s Understanding of God as Triune’, in The Cambridge Companion to Friedrich 
$chleiermacher, ed. "acEueline %ariQa, Cam6ridge ComDanions to *eligion (Cam6ridge University Press,
200�)� SteD<en *. Holmes, The "uest for the Trinity: The �octrine of �od in $cripture� History and
Modernity (IVP Academic, 2012).

� Leonardo Boff, Holy Trinity� !erfect Community (&ew 1ork, &1: Or6is Books, 2000), xv.
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=ree�  

�::Fr;in>lP	 in this :haGter	 " transit =rFD the :FnteOt F= "n;ia tF sFDe re:ent 0estern 

;is:LssiFns Fn the natLre F= natLre	 Gre:iselP Nhat has :FDe tF 9e BnFNn as the -rinitarian 

theFlF>P F= :reatiFn� 

-1*1 ��e �rinitarian 
enaissan�e

�Lt NhP resFrt tF the :Fn:eGt F= the -rinitP tF eOGlain natLre� !istFri:allP	 eDGlFPin> the 

;F:trine F= the -rinitP tF a;;ress hLDan :Fn:erns has nFt 9een aGGre:iate; DL:h� "DDanLel 

$ant ar>Le; that sin:e it is 9ase; sFlelP Fn =aith	 the -rinitP is an a/ia;horon _ that Nhi:h 

lies FLtsi;e the s:FGe F= the Christian =aith an; there=Fre irreleMant�1 �rie;ri:h 

,:hleierDa:her is assLDe; tF haMe MieNe; the ;F:trine F= the -rinitP as 9elFn>in> tF the 

aGGen;iO F= the Christian =aith�� ,L:h reDarBs >iMe the iDGressiFn that the -rinitP is

in:FnseHLential =Fr li=e Fn earth� �LrtherDFre	 =Fr a laP Christian	 as %eFnar;F �F== GLts it	 

ait has 9een har; enFL>h tF 9elieMe in a sin>le  F;	b let alFne :FDGrehen; the -rinitP��

1 Cyril O’*egan, ‘T<e Trinity in Kant, Hegel, and Sc<elling’, in The  Cford Handboo6 of the Trinity, ed. Gilles
�mergy and %att<ew Levering (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011), 2��.

� W<et<er Sc<leiermac<er really assumed t<is <as 6een de6ated. See, �rancis Sc<Sssler �iorenNa,
‘Sc<leiermac<er’s Understanding of God as Triune’, in The Cambridge Companion to Friedrich 
$chleiermacher, ed. "acEueline %ariQa, Cam6ridge ComDanions to *eligion (Cam6ridge University Press,
200�)� SteD<en *. Holmes, The "uest for the Trinity: The �octrine of �od in $cripture� History and
Modernity (IVP Academic, 2012).

� Leonardo Boff, Holy Trinity� !erfect Community (&ew 1ork, &1: Or6is Books, 2000), xv.
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in the NFrl; Nere 9ein> HLestiFne;�  LntFn naMi>ate; 9etNeen Daterialisti:	 ;eisti:	 

De:hanisti: an; Fther :Fn:eGts F=  F;
natLre relatiFns an; ;eMelFGe; his trinitarian MieN F= 

natLre in a NaP that a sL==i:ient ;istan:e 9etNeen  F; an; the NFrl; Nas Daintaine;	 tPin> 

theD intF a relatiFnshiG NithFLt lettin> theD :FllaGse intF a Lni=ie; realitP� �rFD Nithin this 

relatiFnshiG	 Fther GFints F= re=le:tiFn	 sL:h as ;iMine GrFMi;en:e	 natLreds =ree;FD an; its 

Gast	 Gresent an; =LtLre ;estinP	 Nere :hiselle; FLt�  LntFnds :Fntri9LtiFn tF rethinBin>  F;ds 

relatiFnshiG Nith the Daterial NFrl; in the :FnteOt F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn DaBes hiD an 

in;isGensa9le MFi:e in this resear:h� &Fre iDGFrtantlP	  LntFnds :Fntri9LtiFn trans:en;s the 

0estern s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;is:FLrse tF elL:i;ate the =FLn;atiFnal Christian Ln;erstan;in> 

F= the -rinitarian  F;ds relatiFnshiG Nith the Daterial NFrl;� !e ;Fes nFt ALst ansNer the 

HLestiFns 9rFL>ht tF the =Fre 9P :FnteDGFrarP s:ienti=i: ;is:FMeries	 9Lt the GiMFtal HLestiFn 

F= the Gla:e F= the Daterial NFrl; in the salMatiFn s:heDe F=  F;� �s nFti:e; in Gre:e;in> 

:haGters	 the :FnMersatiFn Fn s:ien:e an; reli>iFn in the "n;ian :FnteOt is alsF an:hFre; in 

the DFre =Ln;aDental HLestiFn a9FLt the Gla:e F= the Daterial NFrl; in a >iMen DetaGhPsi:al 

=raDeNFrB�  LntFnds -rinitarian theFlF>P	 there=Fre	 GrFMi;es an eO:itin> lF:Ls =Fr 

:FntinLFLs ;ialF>Le Nith Fther DetaGhPsi:al =raDeNFrBs as Nell as Nith ;iMerse eOGressiFns 

F= Christian theFlF>P that re=le:t Fn  F;ds relatiFnshiG Nith the Daterial NFrl;� (ne DaP	 F= 

:FLrse	 ar>Le	 an; is nFti:e; in the :ritiHLe DentiFne; a9FMe	 that aa9stra:tb theFlF>ies sL:h 

as  LntFnds trinitarian theFlF>P ;F nFt haMe the e;>e theP nee; tF 9e releMant in the sF:iF


GFliti:al an; e:FlF>i:al :FnteOt	 liBe that F= "n;ia� !FNeMer	 this NFLl; 9e a =liDsP ar>LDent	 

=Fr trinitarian theFlF>P :an MerP Nell 9e a aGFliti:al theFlF>P F= natLre	b as )eter ,:Ftt has 

shFNn�1�

"n Nhat =FllFNs	 " aiD tF :FMer a =eN DaAFr theDes =rFD  LntFnds -rinitarian theFlF>P F= 

natLre an; later en>a>e theD in ;ialF>Le Nith Fther MFi:es in this resear:h�

16/6.6 ��la&io!ali&y a% a �'l&'ral �robl� 

�Fr  LntFn	 the :Fre :risis F= 0estern theFlF>P	 eGisteDFlF>P an; :LltLre at lar>e is the 

GrF9leD F= relatiFnalitP	 the rFFts F= Nhi:h lie in  reeB ;LalisD� �s a resLlt	 0estern 

theFlF>P has =alselP Gitte; a>ainst ea:h Fther teDGFralitP an; eternitP	 the Fne an; the DanP	 

trans:en;en:e an; iDDanen:e	 sense an; reasFn	 s:ien:e an; theFlF>P an; sF Fn� "n his 

MariFLs NFrBs	  LntFn ;etails the histFrP F= the rise an; sLrMiMal F=  reeB ;LalisD an; its 

1� Peter Scott, A !olitical Theology of �ature (Cam6ridge: Cam6ridge University Press, 2003).

1��

Ln;erstan;in> F= 9Fth  F; an; natLre� �lthFL>h atheisD an; ;eisD are the DFst F9MiFLs 

;ialF>Le Gartners =Fr Christians in the 0est	 the issLe F=  F;ds relatiFnshiG Nith the Daterial 

NFrl; is alsF :entral tF their ;is:LssiFns� -rinitarian theFlF>P F= natLre :laiDs tF aMFi; the 

Git=alls F= a De:hanisti: LniMerse F= ;eisD	 Nhere  F; an; natLre are ;iMFr:e;	 as Nell as the 

DFnisti: an; Ganentheisti: :Fn:eGtiFns F= the LniMerse Nherein  F; an; natLre 9e:FDe 

in;istin>Lisha9le� �Lt ;Fes -rinitarian theFlF>P F= natLre hFl; LG tF its assertiFns an; GaMe a 

thir; NaP F= :Fn:eiMin> the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG 9etNeen ;LalisD an; hFlisD� Can it 

GrFMi;e an iDGetLs =Fr this
NFrl;lP GraOis in the sF:iF
GFliti:al an; DLlti
reli>iFLs :FnteOt F= 

"n;ia� 0e seeB tF ansNer these HLestiFns 9P interla:in> the -rinitarian theFlF>P F= natLre 

Nith the :FnMersatiFn Gartners :FnsLlte; earlier in this stL;P�

�s DentiFne; earlier	 seMeral Christian theFlF>ians	 in:lL;in> &FltDann	  LntFn	 

)annen9er> an; 0ar;	 haMe taBen a trinitarian tLrn in relatiFn tF :reatiFn� !FNeMer	 >iMen the 

liDits F= this resear:h	 " Nill =F:Ls Fn CFlin  LntFnds trinitarian theFlF>P F= :reatiFn	 the 

reasFns =Fr Nhi:h " GrFMi;e 9elFN�

-1+1 ��lin �%nt�n7s �rinitarian ��e�l�g) �� �reati�n

CFlin  LntFn �1��1
�

�� Nas a �ritish theFlF>ian	 =FrDer )rF=essFr F= Christian �F:trine 

at $in>ds CFlle>e	 %Fn;Fn	 an; an Fr;aine; Dinister F= the .nite; +e=FrDe; ChLr:h� 

 LntFn	 alFn> Nith -hFDas -Frran:e	 hel; a GriDe GFsitiFn aDFn> �ritish sPsteDati: 

theFlF>ians F= the last three ;e:a;es F= the tNentieth :entLrP�

 LntFnds NFrB =eatLres GrFDinentlP in this se:tiFn 9e:aLse the ;F:trine F= :reatiFn is :entral 

tF  LntFnds NFrB	 sF DL:h sF that	 as ChristFGh ,:hNZ9el nFti:es	  LntFn tLrns tF it ain 

alDFst eMerP :FnteOt F= theFlF>i:al thinBin>�b1� &FreFMer	 as #Fhn 0e9ster :FDDents	 

a LntFn Nas Fne F= the =eN theFlF>ians��� tF ;eMFte seriFLs thFL>ht tF theFlF>i:al 

;es:riGtiFn F= the :reate; Fr;er	 an; tF 9elieMe that anP sL:h ;es:riGtiFn DLst 9e Ln;er>ir;e; 

9P trinitarian tea:hin>�b1�  LntFnds re=le:tiFns Fn natLre an;  F;ds relatiFnshiG Nith it 

eDer>e; in the :FnteOt F= the hL9ris F= DF;ern s:ien:e	 Nhere the nee; an; the rFle F=  F; 

1� C<ristoD< Sc<wR6el, ‘Gunton on Creation’, in T�T Clar6 Handboo6 of Colin �unton, ed. Andrew Picard,
%yk Ha6ets, and %urray *ae (London: Blooms6ury Pu6lis<ing, 2020).

1� "o<n We6ster, ‘Systematic T<eology after Bart<: "Sngel, "enson, and Gunton’, in The Modern Theologians: An 
Introduction to Christian Theology since ����, ed. David � �ord and *ac<el %uers (%alden, %A:
Blackwell Pu6lis<ing, 200�), 261.
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1� C<ristoD< Sc<wR6el, ‘Gunton on Creation’, in T�T Clar6 Handboo6 of Colin �unton, ed. Andrew Picard,
%yk Ha6ets, and %urray *ae (London: Blooms6ury Pu6lis<ing, 2020).

1� "o<n We6ster, ‘Systematic T<eology after Bart<: "Sngel, "enson, and Gunton’, in The Modern Theologians: An 
Introduction to Christian Theology since ����, ed. David � �ord and *ac<el %uers (%alden, %A:
Blackwell Pu6lis<ing, 200�), 261.
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:hLr:h =athers	 in:lL;in> (ri>en an; esGe:iallP �L>Lstine	 NhFD  LntFn :ritiHLes DL:h	1�

:FntinLe; tF reMeal ;eeG !ellenisti: ten;en:ies an; 9rFL>ht ;LalisD intF their rea;in> F= the 

,:riGtLre� (ne Misi9le in;i:atiFn F= this ten;en:P Nas the LnhealthP an; eO:lLsiMe atta:hDent 

F= the Christian ;F:trine F= :reatiFn tF the  enesis a::FLnt� �lthFL>h seMeral ChLr:h =athers	 

Garti:LlarlP "renaeLs	 ha; :FLntere; it Nith rF9Lst trinitarian theFlF>P	 the sGirit
Datter 

;LalisD :FntinLe; tF sLrMiMe in NhateMer resi;Lal =FrD it :FLl;	 an; eMerP tiDe Christian 

theFlF>P lFst si>ht F= its trinitarian DFFrin>s	  reeB FntFlF>ies resLr=a:e; an; tFFB the 

sGFtli>ht	 eMentLallP tF reintrF;L:e the ;LalisD� !FNeMer	 it Nas DF;ernitPds ;isen>a>eDent 

=rFD  F; that GrFMi;e; an a9Ln;antlP =ertile >rFLn; =Fr  reeB ;LalisD tF re
eDer>e� -he 

;Lalisti: Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP LltiDatelP le; tF the instrLDentalisatiFn F=  F;	 the 

NFrl; an; the Fther���  -he :rises F= relatiFnalitP DerelP eOten;e; Nith GFstDF;ernitP	 Nhi:h 

 LntFn :alls alate DF;ernitP	b sin:e it enhan:es DF;ernitPds ;riMin> =eatLres	 sL:h as the 

;isGla:eDent F= an; ;isen>a>eDent Nith  F;	 ren;erin> the Fther as irreleMant an; the la:B 

F= sL9stantialitP in the Daterial thin>s��1

16/6/6 �r�a&io! a!� �ri!i&aria! ��la&io!ali&y

�s an anti;Fte tF  reeB ;LalisDs	  LntFn F==ers a relatiFnalitP that is thFrFL>hlP entren:he; 

in the -rinitarian Ln;erstan;in> F=  F;�  -he trinitarian  F;	 =Fr  LntFn	 is essentiallP 

relatiFnal	 as eOGlaine; 9P the terDs Geri:hFresis	 sL9stantialitP	 an; relatiFnalitP���

)eri:hFresis is aa NaP F= arti:Llatin> the Fneness F= thin>s NithFLt ;erF>atin> =rFD their 

Garti:LlaritP�b�� ,L9stantialitP re=ers tF the :Fn:reteness F= Garti:LlaritP	 Nhereas relatiFnalitP 

re=ers tF the =a:t that Garti:Llar 9e:FDes Garti:Llar FnlP in relatiFns an; nFt ;esGite theD� 

-his relatiFnalitP :an =Lrther 9e ;es:ri9e; as a=ree relate;ness	b a arelatiFnalitP in =ree;FD	b 

Fr a=ree relatiFn
in
Ftherness�b�� �Fr  LntFn	 these three nFtiFns are =Ln;aDental tF a :Frre:t 

an; trinitarian Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP an; i>nFrin> theD lea;s tF :rises F= relatiFnalitP	 

as is the :ase Nith 0estern :LltLre in >eneral� 

1
 A caveat may 6e necessary <ere. In t<is researc<, I <ave narrated t<e <istory of Western C<ristian t<eology
t<roug< Gunton’s eyes. I am aware t<at <is critiEue of Augustine and AEuinas <as 6een Euestioned, 6ut t<at 
<ardly takes away anyt<ing from w<at Gunton <as to offer to t<is Dro>ect. �or more on t<e critiEue of
Gunton’s analysis, see, Bradley G. Green, Colin �unton and the Failure of Augustine: The Theology of
Colin �unton in the �ight of Augustine (Cam6ridge: T<e Luttewort< Press, 2012)� William B. W<itney, 
!roblem and !romise in Colin �� �untonLs �octrine of Creation (Leiden: Brill, 2013), 29–3�.

�� Gunton, The Triune Creator, 13–16.
�1 Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 12, 69–�0, 201.
�� Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 229–30.
�� Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 212.
�� Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 229.

1�1

iDGa:t Fn 0estern :LltLre at lar>e an; 0estern theFlF>P in Garti:Llar� �>ainst it	 he GrFGFses 

his FNn MersiFn F= relatiFnalitP	 Nhi:h he :laiDs tF 9e =FLn;e; LGFn a trinitarian 

Ln;erstan;in> F=  F;� 

 LntFnds histFri:al sBet:h 9e>ins Nith a tLssle 9etNeen tNF  reeB GhilFsFGhers _ !era:litLs 

an; )arDeni;es _ the =FrDer 9ein> the GhilFsFGher F= GlLralitP an; the latter	 the GhilFsFGher 

F= LnitP�1� )arDeni;es	 NhF :Fnten;e; a>ainst the !era:litan i;ea that eMerPthin> is in =lLO	 

:Fnsi;ere; natLre GerDanent	 Ln:han>in> an; Lni=ie;� �Lrther	 he intrF;L:e; a tNF
laPere; 

realitP _ a ;iMi;e 9etNeen Nhat eternallP is an; Nhat is sL9Ae:t tF ;e:aP	 an; a relate; 

eGisteDFlF>i:al ;iMisiFn 
 9etNeen sense �as that Nhi:h >iMes hLDans a::ess tF the NFrl; an; 

is thLs Lnrelia9le� an; reasFn �that Nhi:h GrFMi;es Ls Nith a::ess tF thin>s as theP reallP are�� 

)latF DF;i=ie; the )arDeni;ean realitP intF three hierar:hi:al laPers� the eternal an; 

iDDaterial =FrDs	 their Daterial realisatiFn	 an; their artisti: reGresentatiFn� )latFds theFrP F= 

:reatiFn is three=Fl;� the eternal =FrD	 Nhi:h serMes as a DF;el =Fr the NFrl;� the re:eGta:le 

Fr the :haFti: Datter Lse; tF re:reate the DF;el� an; the ;eDiLr>e Fr the ;iMine entitP NhF 

shaGes that Daterial�re:eGta:le an; reDains eternal alFn>si;e it� &aterial thin>s in )latFds 

:Fn:eGtiFn Nere :Fnsi;ere; hal=
real	 an; thFse NhF tFFB theD tF 9e real Nere re>ar;e; as 

aiDGrisFne; in a NFrl; F= illLsiFn�b1	 �DFn> later  reeB GhilFsFGhers	 )lFtinLs	 NhFse i;eas 

Fn the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG hel; sNaP in his ;aPs	 tFFB insGiratiFn =rFD the ,tFi:s tF 

rein=Fr:e the i;ea F= the eternal :P:les F= the LniMerse� !e ar>Le; =Fr the eDanatiFn F= Datter 

an; HLestiFne; athe realitP an; statLs F= Datter�b1
  nFsti:isD liBeNise attri9Lte; :reatiFn tF 

a lFNer ;eitP	 De;iate; thrFL>h interDe;iate a>en:ies an; :Fnsi;ere; it a sFLr:e F= eMil� 

�::Fr;in> tF  LntFn	 aDFn> DFst  reeB GhilFsFGhers	 the Daterial NFrl; re:eiMes aALst as 

DL:h realitP as :an 9e De;iate; tF it thrFL>h the hi>her realDs F= 9ein>�b1�

-he !ellenisti: ;isre>ar; =Fr the Daterial stFF; in starB :Fntrast tF the Christian 

Ln;erstan;in> F= the Daterial NFrl; as a >FF; :reatiFn F= a GersFnal  F;� !FNeMer	 as earlP 

Christian theFlF>P F= natLre	 saPs  LntFn	 Nas haDDere; FLt in the :FnteOt F= the  reeB 

:LltLral DilieL	 it :FLl; nFt entirelP Lnhit:h itsel= =rFD  reeB :Fn:eGts an; nFtiFns� &anP 

1� Colin �. Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many: �od� Creation and the Culture of Modernity (Cam6ridge: 
Cam6ridge University Press, 1993).

1� Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 29.
1� Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 33.
1	 Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 3�.
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:hLr:h =athers	 in:lL;in> (ri>en an; esGe:iallP �L>Lstine	 NhFD  LntFn :ritiHLes DL:h	1�
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16/6/6 �r�a&io! a!� �ri!i&aria! ��la&io!ali&y
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�� Gunton, The Triune Creator, 13–16.
�1 Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 12, 69–�0, 201.
�� Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 229–30.
�� Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 212.
�� Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 229.
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Cam6ridge University Press, 1993).

1� Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 29.
1� Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 33.
1	 Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 3�.
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1��

;F:trine F= a:Fntin>en:e	b aDFn> Fther thin>s	 si>ni=ies aan a9sFlLte FntFlF>i:al 

;istin:tiFnb�
 9etNeen  F; an; the NFrl;� ,L:h an Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP is nFt FnlP 

:rL:ial =Fr theFlF>i:al reasFns in that it BeeGs  F; an; the Daterial NFrl; ;istin:t	 9Lt alsF 

=Fr the saBe F= the NFrl;� -he relatiMe in;eGen;en:e F= the Daterial NFrl; is alsF

=FLn;atiFnal tF the ;eMelFGDent F= s:ien:e	 =Fr it resGe:ts the GrF:esses F= the natLral NFrl; 

an; FGens theD =Fr hLDan inMesti>atiFn��� "n this	 creatio ex nihilo reDains aFne F= the DFst 

DFDentFLs ;eMelFGDents in all histFrP F= thFL>ht	b saPs  LntFn���

!FNeMer	 the ;F:trine itsel= ;i; nFt haMe a sDFFth sail thrFL>h histFrP�  LntFn	 in =a:t	 

alle>es that ;esGite the :hallen>e theP GFse; tF the  reeB Gatterns	 9Fth creatio ex nihilo an; 

-rinitarian De;iatiFn in Christ Nent thrFL>h a lFn> a�a9PlFnian :aGtiMitPb ;Lrin> the &i;;le 

�>es��� -he a::FLnts F= the :reate; Fr;er Nere then GrFMi;e; anFt 9P the Fne NhF 9e:aDe 

in:arnate	 �hri>t@> creator	 9Lt 9P intellect@al =FrDs Fr Gatternsb�1 ;FDinate; 9P �ristFtelian 

�Nhi:h :Fnsi;ers the LniMerse tF 9e eternal� an; 'eF
)latFni: DF;els Ln;er the heaMP 

in=lLen:e F= -hFDas �HLinas� �::Fr;in> tF  LntFn	 �HLinas ;isGlaPe; a aChristianise; 

neFGlatFnisDb Nhi:h 9Fre the  reeB DarBs F= a strFn> LnitarP :Fn:eGtiFn F= ;iMine a:tiFn	 

eDanatiFn	 ne:essitarianisD	�� an; the instrLDentalisatiFn F= the Daterial LniMerse�  lFssin> 

FMer the histFri:al ;etails that  LntFn sF ;ili>entlP GrFMi;es	 his ar>LDent :an 9e sLDDarise; 

in that it tFFB HLestiFnin> an; renLn:iatiFn F= neF
)latFni: an; �ristFtelian Gatterns an; the 

reMiMal F= creatio ex nihilo 9P Christian s:ientists sL:h as �Lns ,:FtLs an; 0illiaD F= 

(:BhaD that a==irDe; the in;eGen;en:e Fr ;istin:t realitP F= the Daterial NFrl; an; thLs 

FGene; the NaP =Fr DF;ern s:ien:e tF eDer>e�

!FNeMer	 this re:F>nitiFn F= the relatiMe in;eGen;en:e F= the Daterial NFrl; Nas nFt 9ase; 

Fn the -rinitarian De;iatiFn	 an; thLs	 :FnseHLentlP	 Ln;er the in=lLen:e F= DF;ernitP	 it 

retLrne; tF a ;LalisD Nherein a F; an; the NFrl; :FDe a;ri=t�b�� -his ;LalisD eMentLallP 

le; tF a De:hanisti: MieN F= natLre an; a ;eisti: MieN F=  F;	 9Lttresse; thrFL>h the NFrBs 

�� A6solute ontological distinction’ is t<e term Gunton Drefers over t<e exDression ‘infinite Eualitative difference’
w<ic< <e finds misleading, Gunton, The Triune Creator, 6�. �or more on w<at <e means 6y ‘contingence,’
see Dg. 113.

�	 �or a similar conclusion regarding t<e relations<iD 6etween ‘creation out of not<ing’ and t<e develoDment of 
science, see "aki, ‘C<ristology’, 6.

�
 Gunton, The Triune Creator, 6�.
�� Gunton, The Triune Creator, 96–9�.
�1 Gunton, The Triune Creator, 9�.
�� ImDlying t<at creation is necessary to God’s 6eing.
�� Gunton, ‘T<e Doctrine of Creation’, 1�1.

1��

 LntFn eOGli:ates thrFL>hFLt his MariFLs Nritin>s Nhat eOa:tlP is entaile; in the nFtiFn F= 

arelate;ness in Fthernessb an; hFN it is ;eriMe; =rFD the theFlF>i:al 9asis F= the trinitarian 

 F;� "n the =FllFNin>	 " :Lrate at least =iMe theDes that shaGe  LntFnds nFtiFn F= relatiFnalitP 

Mis
S
Mis the theDe F= :reatiFn�  

Creatio �! 	ihi�o

�Fr  LntFn	 althFL>h the  reeB :FnteOt in=lLen:e; Christian Ln;erstan;in> F= the Daterial 

NFrl;	 the latter alsF initiate; a :han>e that NFLl; >ra;LallP ;isGLte the ;LalisDs sF inherent 

tF  reeB thinBin>� -his Nas GartlP ;Fne thrFL>h the ;eMelFGDent F= the creatio ex nihilo	 the 

i;ea that  F; :reate; the NFrl; FLt F= nFthin>� �reatio ex nihilo Nas =irst anti:iGate; 9P 

-heFGhilLs F= �ntiF:h an; aGGeare; aDFn> Fther :hLr:h =athers sL:h as -ertLllian	 9Lt Nas 

=LllP :hiselle; FLt 9P "renaeLs	 NhF :Fnten;e; that  F; :reate; an; is en>a>e; Nith the 

Daterial NFrl; Nith !is tNF han;s	 the ,Fn an; the ,Girit� 0hile siDGlP Deanin> a F; 

:reate; the NFrl; =rFD nFthin>	b creatio ex nihilo a:tLallP iDGlie; a ran>e F= thin>s� that  F; 

is a )ersFn	 Nith nF nee; tF :reate the NFrl;	 an; Pet =reelP Nille; the :reatiFn as sFDethin> 

Fther than !iDsel=	 that :reatiFn is >rFLn;e; in  F;ds a:t F= =ree lFMe	 an; =Fr the saDe 

reasFns	 it has a GLrGFse��� -his =leN in the =a:e F= the Gantheisti: 9elie= in  reeB GhilFsFGhP 

that iDGlie; the ne:essitP an; eternitP F= the Daterial NFrl;	 Fn the Fne han;	 an; its 

in=eriFritP	 Fn the Fther _ 9Fth :FntentiFLs =rFD the Christian GFint F= MieN as theP :hallen>e 

the Christian Ger:eGtiFn F= a =ree an; sFMerei>n  F; an; the inherent >FF;ness F= the 

Daterial NFrl;� �P ar>Lin> that  F; :reate; the Daterial NFrl; FLt F= nFthin>	 earlP Christian 

theFlF>P li9erate; 9Fth  F; =rFD the ne:essitP tF :reate an; the NFrl; =rFD the =ate an; 

in=eriFritP Gres:ri9e; tF it 9P  reeB DetaGhPsi:s�  F; Nas the FnlP sFMerei>n	 in=inite an; 

eternal an; the :reatiFn	 as :reate; 9P a lFMin>  F;	 reDaine; in a :lFse relatiFnshiG Nith hiD 

an; hel; a GLrGFse��	 -hLs	 as a MFlLntarP a:t F=  F; an; FntFlF>i:allP ;istin:t =rFD !iD	 

:reatiFn ha; its FNn 9e>innin>	 relatiMe in;eGen;en:e an; an es:hatFlF>P _ its Gast	 Gresent 

an; =LtLre	 hin>in> Fn  F;ds De;iatiFn thrFL>h Christ an; the !FlP ,Girit� 

�reatio ex nihilo esta9lishes a  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP in Nhi:h the Daterial NFrl; has 

relatiMe in;eGen;en:e Fr is =reelP relate; tF  F;� -his relatiFnshiG	 alsF BnFNn as the 

�� Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 141–42� �or a <elDful 6rief descriDtion of w<at it imDlied, see, Ian 
A. %c�arland, From �othing: A Theology of Creation (Louisville, K1: Westminster "o<n Knox Press, 
2014).

�� Colin Gunton, ‘T<e Doctrine of Creation’, in The Cambridge Companion to Christian �octrine, ed. Colin �. 
Gunton (Cam6ridge: Cam6ridge University Press, 199�), 142–43.
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Mis
S
Mis the theDe F= :reatiFn�  

Creatio �! 	ihi�o
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�reatio ex nihilo esta9lishes a  F;
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�� Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 141–42� �or a <elDful 6rief descriDtion of w<at it imDlied, see, Ian 
A. %c�arland, From �othing: A Theology of Creation (Louisville, K1: Westminster "o<n Knox Press, 
2014).

�� Colin Gunton, ‘T<e Doctrine of Creation’, in The Cambridge Companion to Christian �octrine, ed. Colin �. 
Gunton (Cam6ridge: Cam6ridge University Press, 199�), 142–43.
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rein=Fr:es the :FnMi:tiFns F= the earlP "n;ian Christian theFlF>ians as Nell as the �alit sear:h 

=Fr s:ien:e =Fr li9eratiFn	 an; there=Fre	 are si>ni=i:antlP releMant =Fr the s:ien:e an; reli>iFn 

;is:FLrse in "n;ia�  

"t DLst alsF 9e nFte;	 hFNeMer	 that creatio ex nihilo has :FDe Ln;er DL:h GressLre in re:ent 

tiDes	 Nith a >rFNin> MFlLDe F= literatLre that :ritiHLes it NhFlesale _ =rFD its histFri:al an; 

9i9li:al rFFts an; its Gla:e in the Christian ;F>Dati:s tF its iDGli:atiFns =Fr  F; an; li=e in 

the NFrl;���  LntFn ;Fes nFt shFN aNareness F= DanP F= these :ritiHLes as theP are relatiMelP 

re:ent	 thFL>h he resGFn;s tF a =eN	 sL:h as the :riti:isD that it is GFst9i9li:al� !FNeMer	 the 

;F:trine has alsF eOGerien:e; a reMiMal in its releMan:e =Fr 9Fth Christian theFlF>P an; the 

s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le��� �esGite this	 Nhether creatio ex nihilo is an essential Gart F= 

the Christian :ree; :FntinLes tF 9e ;e9ate;�  

 LntFn a>rees that creatio ex nihilo is nFt :learlP sGelt FLt in the ,:riGtLres� !FNeMer	 he 

:Fnsi;ers the ;eMelFGDent F= sL:h ;F:trines a :FnseHLen:e F= the MerP natLre F= theFlF>P� 

Christian theFlF>P is an aa9stra:tiMe ;is:iGlineb that allFNs the Christian theFlF>ian relatiMe 

=ree;FD tF ;eriMe ;F:trines =rFD Fther trLths that are DFre =Ln;aDental tF =aith an; seeB 

NaPs an; Deans tF sGeaB trLth intF the NFrl;��� �reatio ex nihilo is Fne sL:h ;F:trine 

an:hFre; in Fther 9elie=s F= the Christian =aith� 0hether it aGGears in the �i9le Fr is a late 

;eMelFGDent is	 there=Fre	 nFt the HLestiFn that iDGa:ts the releMan:e F= the ;F:trine��1 0hat

is =Lrther helG=Ll an; histFri:allP sL9stantiate; in  LntFnds ar>LDent is that	 althFL>h nFt 

�	 Ger<ard %ay, Creatio �C �ihilo: The �octrine of +Creation out of �othing in �arly Christian Thought
(London: T�T Clarke, 2004)� Gary A. Anderson, ‘Creatio �x &i<ilo and t<e Bi6le’, in Creation �C �ihilo: 
 rigins� �eAelopment� Contemporary Challenges, ed. Gary A. Anderson and %arkus Bockmue<l (&otre 
Dame: University of &otre Dame Press, 201�), 1�–36� Keller, Face of the �eep� Bauman, Theology�
Creation� and �nAironmental �thics� T<omas "ay Oord, Theologies of Creation: Creatio �C �ihilo and Its
�eB #iAals (&ew 1ork, &1: *outledge, 201�).

�
 William Lane Craig, ‘P<ilosoD<ical and Scientific Pointers to Creatio �x &i<ilo’, �ournal of the American 
$cientific Affiliation 32, no. 1 (%arc< 19�0): �–13� Paul CoDan and William Lane Craig, Creation out of
�othing: A �iblical� !hilosophical� and $cientific �Cploration (Grand *aDids, %I: Baker Academic, 2004)� 
David B. Burrell, ‘Creatio �x &i<ilo *ecovered’, Modern Theology 29, no. 2 (2013): 2� %c�arland, From
�othing� "anet %artin Soskice, ‘W<y Creatio �x &i<ilo for T<eology Today�’, in Creation �C �ihilo: 
 rigins� �eAelopment� Contemporary Challenges, ed. Gary A. Anderson and %arkus Bockmue<l (&otre 
Dame: University of &otre Dame Press, 201�), 3�–�4� William Lane Craig, ‘Creation �x &i<ilo: T<eology 
and Science’, *easona6le �ait<, accessed 2� �e6ruary 2024,
<ttDs:��www.reasona6lefait<.org�writings�DoDular	writings�existence	nature	of	god�creation	ex	ni<ilo	
t<eology	and	science.

�� Gunton, The Triune Creator, 41–42.
�1 �or t<e de6ates on creatio ex ni<ilo’s Dlace in early C<ristianity, see, %arkus Bockmue<l, ‘Creatio �x &i<ilo in

Palestinian "udaism and �arly C<ristianity’, $cottish �ournal of Theology 6�, no. 3 (2012): 3� %ay, Creatio 
�C �ihilo.
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F= �es:artes	 $ant an; 'eNtFn	 in Nhi:h athe FnlP 9elieMa9le  F; is Fne ;is:FMere; 9P 

reasFn alFne	 an; NhFse relatiFn tF the NFrl; :an 9e nFne Fther than that F= Da:hine
DaBer 

tF Da:hine�b�� CFntinLFLs inMFlMeDent F=  F; Nithin the natLral NFrl; 9e:aDe GrF9leDati:� 

eMen Christian theFlF>ians	 in all their sin:eritP	 ;e=en;e; Dira:les as interDittent 

interMentiFns 9P an eOternal  F;	 thLs laGsin> 9a:B intF the ;LalisD F=  F; an; Datter�

-here Nere sFDe iDGFrtant :han>es in the theFlF>P F= :reatiFn Ln;er %Lther an; CalMin sL:h 

as the stress Fn :reatiFn as a GersFnal a:tiFn F=  F;	 9Lt their a::FLnts	 ar>Les  LntFn	 aNere 

less sL::ess=Ll in ;eMelFGin> an a::FLnt F= the NFrl;ds relatiFn Nith  F; the :reatFr�b��

�FllFNin> theD	 there Nas a retLrn tF the -hFDisti: stress Fn :aLsalitP an; GFNer F=  F;	 

an; eMen GantheisD in an; thrFL>h the NFrB F= #Fnathan �;Nar;s an; ,:hleierDa:her� "t Nas 

�arth NhF  LntFn :re;its as the Fne NhF	 9P atteDGtin> atF inte>rate :reatiFn an; 

salMatiFn	b�	 ar>Le; that the >FF;ness F= :reatiFn :annFt 9e Ln;erstFF; aGart =rFD reMelatiFn� 

!FNeMer	  LntFn :ritiHLes that ;esGite his eDGhasis Fn De;iatiFn	 �arth sL9Fr;inate; the 

;F:trine F= :reatiFn tF that F= salMatiFn	 shFNin> a ten;en:P tF instrLDentalise the Daterial 

=Fr the realisatiFn F= the sGiritLal�

 LntFn a>rees that the ;eMelFGDent F= creatio ex nihilo is nFt as strai>ht=FrNar; as his 

a::FLnt DaP sL>>est	 9Lt it ;Fes si>ni=P the GLsh an; GLll the ;F:trine eOGerien:e;	 Nith 

ain:al:Lla9le e==e:tsb thrFL>hFLt histFrP��


 LntFnds sBet:h an; :ritiHLe F= the  reeB theFries F= natLre reseD9le the reDarBs F= earlP 

DF;ern "n;ian Christian theFlF>ians	 sL:h as Chan;ran	 :Fn:ernin> !in;L theFlF>ies F= 

:reatiFn that siDilarlP GerGetLate ;LalisD an; ;eMalLe the Daterial NFrl;� "t is iDGFrtant tF 

re:all here that it Nas =Fr the saDe reasFns that creatio ex nihilo reDaine; a :FntentiFLs issLe 

=Fr �;Maiti: an; Christian interlF:LtFrs� &FreFMer	 the FntFlF>i:al ;is:FntinLitP 9etNeen  F; 

an; natLre that �reatio ex nihilo Nas initiallP :arMe; FLt tF >enerate is alsF the Fne that Nill 

aGGeal tF �alit MFi:es that :Fnsi;er the FntFlF>i:al seGaratiFn F=  F; an; Datter as li9eratin> 

an; a GrereHLisite tF :laiDin> the 9ene=its F= natLral s:ien:e�  LntFnds histFri:al inMesti>atiFn 

intF the ;F:trine F= creatio ex nihilo an; its assF:iatiFn Nith the ;eMelFGDent F= s:ien:e 

�� Gunton, The Triune Creator, 133.
�� Gunton, The Triune Creator, 1�3.
�� Gunton, The Triune Creator, 1��.
�� Gunton, ‘T<e Doctrine of Creation’, 14�.
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"n  LntFnds theFlF>P	 the ,Girit is Garti:LlarlP stresse; as an a>ent F= FtherisatiFn Fr 

Garti:LlarisatiFn� �s sL:h	 the ,Girit 9rin>s intF relatiFn realDs thFL>ht tF 9e FGGFsite Fr seen 

as seGarate an; DFMes theD intF relatiFn Nith Fne anFther� �s sL:h	 the ,Girit Daintains an; 

eMen stren>thens Garti:LlaritP sin:e it is nFt the ,Girit F= assiDilatiFn Fr hFDF>enisatiFn� -he 

,Girit =Fsters a arelatiFn in Ftherness	 relatiFn Nhi:h ;Fes nFt sL9Mert 9Lt esta9lishes the Fther 

in its trLe realitP�b�� "n the :FnteDGFrarP GFst:FlFnial :liDate Nhere all =FrDs F= 

aFtherisatiFnb raise sLsGi:iFn F= ;FDinatiFn	  LntFnds insi>ht seeDs :FLnterintLitiMe� (n the 

Fther han;	  LntFnds la:B F= en>a>eDent Nith GFst:FlFnial theFrP aGGears LnLsLal	 

esGe:iallP :Fnsi;erin> that his Nritin>s eDer>e; ;Lrin> the heP;aPs F= the theFrP� �s a resLlt	 

althFL>h intri>Lin>	 the en>a>eDent F= GFst:FlFnial theFrP Nith his GersGe:tiMe Fn 

aFtherisatiFnb reDains LneOGlFre;�  

!FNeMer	 an; tF retLrn tF the GFint	 Nhen it :FDes tF :reatiFn	 the ,Giritds sGe:i=i: tasB is tF 

relate it tF  F; in a NaP that it :FntinLes tF 9e itsel=��	 (ne Garti:Llar asGe:t F= the ,Giritds 

NFrB in relatiFn tF :reatiFn is tF :arrP it tFNar;s its ;esire; en;	 =Fr the ,Girit ais the 

Ger=e:tin> :aLse	 the trLe sFLr:e F= ;PnaDi: F= the =FrNar; DFMeDent F= the :FsDFs�b�


�Fr  LntFn	 as a :reatiFn F= the triLne  F;	 :reatiFn is Ger=e:t� �Lt =Fr that MerP reasFn	 it 

alsF has a Garti:Llar ;ire:tiFn an; ;estinP 9e:aLse a-F 9e :reatLre Deans tF 9e a 9ein> :alle; 

an; ;ire:te; tF a =LtLre Ger=e:tiFn�b�� �Lt hFN :an a Ger=e:t :reatiFn DFMe tFNar;s 

Ger=e:tiFn� 

!ere	  LntFn ;i==erentiates 9etNeen :reate; Ger=e:tiFn an; =LtLristi: Ger=e:tiFn� ,F	 he 

eOGlains	  

CreatiFn is a GrFAe:t� �s :reate;	 it is Ger=e:t	 9e:aLse it is  F;ds GrFAe:t� Nhat 
he GLrGFses =Fr that Nhi:h is nFt  F; 9Lt :reatiFn	 an; there=Fre intrinsi:allP 
=inite an; teDGFral� �Lt it is nFt Ger=e:t in the sense F= :FDGlete� "t has 
sFDeNhere tF >F�����

�� Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 1�1–�2.
��  Gunton, Christ and Creation, �9.
�� Colin �. Gunton, ‘*elation and *elativity: T<e Trinity and t<e Created World’, in Trinitarian Theology Today:

�ssays on �iAine �eing and Act, ed. C<ristoD< Sc<wR6el (�din6urg<: T�T Clark, 199�), 1�3.
�	  Gunton, Christ and Creation, 4�–46, ��.
�
 Gunton, The Triune Creator, 202.
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9ase; Fn :reatiFn a::FLnts F= the ,:riGtLre	 creatio ex nihilo Nas ;eMelFGe; 9ase; Fn 

ChristFlF>P Fr the ;iMine a:tiFn F=  F; thrFL>h #esLs Christ	 Nhi:h ha; 9e>Ln tF reFrient the 

thinBin> F= the earlP Christian s:hFlars FGeratin> in the  reeB DilieL� -he :reatiFn a::FLnts 

theDselMes Nere nFN reinterGrete; ain the li>ht F=  F;ds inMFlMeDent in the Daterial 

histFri:itP F= #esLs F= 'aQareth�b�� "n Fther NFr;s	 creatio ex nihilo is a later ;eMelFGDent 

;eriMe; =rFD the =a:t F= in:arnatiFn� -his is a Garti:LlarlP :FnstrL:tiMe insi>ht =Fr 

interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le in the "n;ian :FnteOt	 Nhere	 as Nas earlier F9serMe;	 creatio ex nihilo

F=ten reDaine; eD9rFile; in the en;less :FsDFlF>i:al ;e9ates 9Lt Nas lar>elP ;islF;>e; =rFD 

ChristFlF>i:al :Fn:erns arFLn; Nhi:h earlP "n;ian Christian theFlF>i:al re=le:tiFns FtherNise 

reMFlMe;�

�Fr  LntFn	 creatio ex nihilo alsF ;eGi:ts hFN  F; relate; tF natLre in its =irst instan:e F= 

:reatiFn sF that the Daterial NFrl; retaine; its =ree;FD in its relatiFn tF  F; _ it neither 

9e:aDe  F; 9e:aLse it ;i; nFt eDanate =rFD  F; nFr ;i; it 9e:FDe entirelP ;islF:ate; =rFD 

 F; sin:e	 as a:Fntin>ent	b :reatiFn ;eGen;s Fn  F;�  F; an; natLre are thLs a=reelP 

relate;�b  F; :reate; the NFrl; =reelP FLt F= nFthin>	 an; as sL:h	  F; relates tF it as the 

aFther�b 

 LntFn :Fnten;s that creatio ex nihilo =Lrther sets a Gattern =Fr  F;ds Gresent an; =LtLre 

a:tiFns in an; tFNar;s :reatiFn� �rFD this Manta>e GFint	 then	  LntFn et:hes FLt his 

;F:trines F= a:FnserMatiFnb	 aGreserMatiFnb	 aGrFMi;en:eb	 are;eDGtiFnb	 an; aes:hatFlF>Pb 

F= :reatiFn as NaPs in Nhi:h  F; en>a>es Nith an; tFNar;s :reatiFn� �ll this is a:hieMe; 9P 

athe :hara:teristi: =FrDs F= a:tiFn F= the ,Fn an; the ,Girit�b��

Creation as a Project of the 
ri�ne �o�

 LntFn ar>Les that the :Fn:eGt F= De;iatiFn ;eMelFGe; DainlP 9P "renaeLs laP 9ehin; the 

eDer>en:e F= �reatio ex nihilo� "n "renaeLsd analF>P	 the �ather en>a>es Nith :reatiFn 

thrFL>h his tNF han;s� the ,Fn an; the ,Girit� -hLs	 the ,Fn an; the ,Girit are :F
a>ents F= 

:reatiFn� -he ,Fnds rFle in :reatiFn is FLtline; in Gassa>es sL:h as 1 CFrinthians ��� an; the 

eGilF>Le in #Fhnds >FsGel���

�� Gunton, The Triune Creator, 63.
�� Gunton, ‘T<e Doctrine of Creation’, 143.
��  Gunton draws muc< <ere form t<e exegetical works of "o<n G. Gi66s. Colin �. Gunton, Christ and Creation

(Grand *aDids, %I: William B. �erdmans Pu6lis<ing, 1992), 21–2�.
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"n  LntFnds theFlF>P	 the ,Girit is Garti:LlarlP stresse; as an a>ent F= FtherisatiFn Fr 

Garti:LlarisatiFn� �s sL:h	 the ,Girit 9rin>s intF relatiFn realDs thFL>ht tF 9e FGGFsite Fr seen 

as seGarate an; DFMes theD intF relatiFn Nith Fne anFther� �s sL:h	 the ,Girit Daintains an; 

eMen stren>thens Garti:LlaritP sin:e it is nFt the ,Girit F= assiDilatiFn Fr hFDF>enisatiFn� -he 

,Girit =Fsters a arelatiFn in Ftherness	 relatiFn Nhi:h ;Fes nFt sL9Mert 9Lt esta9lishes the Fther 

in its trLe realitP�b�� "n the :FnteDGFrarP GFst:FlFnial :liDate Nhere all =FrDs F= 

aFtherisatiFnb raise sLsGi:iFn F= ;FDinatiFn	  LntFnds insi>ht seeDs :FLnterintLitiMe� (n the 

Fther han;	  LntFnds la:B F= en>a>eDent Nith GFst:FlFnial theFrP aGGears LnLsLal	 

esGe:iallP :Fnsi;erin> that his Nritin>s eDer>e; ;Lrin> the heP;aPs F= the theFrP� �s a resLlt	 

althFL>h intri>Lin>	 the en>a>eDent F= GFst:FlFnial theFrP Nith his GersGe:tiMe Fn 

aFtherisatiFnb reDains LneOGlFre;�  

!FNeMer	 an; tF retLrn tF the GFint	 Nhen it :FDes tF :reatiFn	 the ,Giritds sGe:i=i: tasB is tF 

relate it tF  F; in a NaP that it :FntinLes tF 9e itsel=��	 (ne Garti:Llar asGe:t F= the ,Giritds 

NFrB in relatiFn tF :reatiFn is tF :arrP it tFNar;s its ;esire; en;	 =Fr the ,Girit ais the 

Ger=e:tin> :aLse	 the trLe sFLr:e F= ;PnaDi: F= the =FrNar; DFMeDent F= the :FsDFs�b�


�Fr  LntFn	 as a :reatiFn F= the triLne  F;	 :reatiFn is Ger=e:t� �Lt =Fr that MerP reasFn	 it 

alsF has a Garti:Llar ;ire:tiFn an; ;estinP 9e:aLse a-F 9e :reatLre Deans tF 9e a 9ein> :alle; 

an; ;ire:te; tF a =LtLre Ger=e:tiFn�b�� �Lt hFN :an a Ger=e:t :reatiFn DFMe tFNar;s 

Ger=e:tiFn� 

!ere	  LntFn ;i==erentiates 9etNeen :reate; Ger=e:tiFn an; =LtLristi: Ger=e:tiFn� ,F	 he 

eOGlains	  

CreatiFn is a GrFAe:t� �s :reate;	 it is Ger=e:t	 9e:aLse it is  F;ds GrFAe:t� Nhat 
he GLrGFses =Fr that Nhi:h is nFt  F; 9Lt :reatiFn	 an; there=Fre intrinsi:allP 
=inite an; teDGFral� �Lt it is nFt Ger=e:t in the sense F= :FDGlete� "t has 
sFDeNhere tF >F�����

�� Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 1�1–�2.
��  Gunton, Christ and Creation, �9.
�� Colin �. Gunton, ‘*elation and *elativity: T<e Trinity and t<e Created World’, in Trinitarian Theology Today:

�ssays on �iAine �eing and Act, ed. C<ristoD< Sc<wR6el (�din6urg<: T�T Clark, 199�), 1�3.
�	  Gunton, Christ and Creation, 4�–46, ��.
�
 Gunton, The Triune Creator, 202.
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;isFr;er	b�� sF that it nFN sL==ers Nith a GrF:liMitP tF retLrn tF nFthin>ness��� #esLsds 

Dira:les	 sL:h as the stillin> F= the Naters in &arB ���1 an; the healin> F= the ;eDFnia: in 

&arB ����	 Fn Fne han;	 GrFMi;e athe DFst GFtent si>ns F= the 9Fn;a>e F= the :reate; Fr;er tF 

;e:aPb Nhile alsF esta9lishin> aChristds re;eeDin> a:tiFn F= Ger=e:tin> natLre as her %Fr;	b 

Fn the Fther���

-his ;erailDent	 an; here  LntFn =FllFNs in the =FFtsteGs F= "renaeLs an; �arth	 ne:essarilP 

intertNines the :reatiFn Nith re;eDGtiFn	 sF DL:h sF that theP :annFt 9e seGarate; anP 

lFn>er� �Fr  LntFn	 hFNeMer	 :reatiFn is nFt a steGGin> stFne tF re;eDGtiFn �as he :ritiHLes 

�arthds ten;en:P tF 9e�	 nFr is re;eDGtiFn tF 9e sL9sLDe; 9P :reatiFn� "nstea;	 theP are tF 9e 

:Fn:eiMe; as :FLnterGarts`:reatiFn NithFLt re;eDGtiFn NFLl; Dean tF let sin an; eMil that

ails the NFrl; >F Ln:he:Be; an; there9P ;eGriMe it F= its telo>	 Nhereas re;eDGtiFn NithFLt 

:reatiFn ;iMFr:es hLDan 9ein>s =rFD the :reatiFn theP are Gart F= an; are entrLste; tF :are 

=Fr��� -he �all alsF ne:essitates that the Fne thrFL>h NhFD the NFrl; Nas :reate; NFLl; nFN 

:FDe tF it tF re;eeD it�  

�Lt ;Fes this nFt DaBe in:arnatiFn ;eGen;ent LGFn the �all� "n Fther NFr;s	 NFLl; 

in:arnatiFn still 9e a realitP ha; :reatiFn nFt eOGerien:e; the �all�  LntFn a>rees that asBin> 

sL:h hPGFtheti:al HLestiFns is a;an>erFLs in theFlF>Pb 9Lt FGines that	 in this :ase	 >iMen 

Nhat is at staBe	 it is reHLire;� !en:e	 he ansNers	

-he NaPs F=  F; =Fr his :reatiFn inMFlMe Christ	 the Fne thrFL>h NhFD he 
:reate; an; :FntinLes tF LGhFl; the LniMerse in anD ca>e	 an; there=Fre he 
NFLl; haMe :FDe _ eMen ha; sin nFt ;i:tate; the 1or8 F= his :FDin>� ,in an; 
eMil are	 then	 in �;Nar; "rMin>ds NFr;s	 the 1or8al :aLse F= the in:arnatiFn	 
;eterDinin> the shaGe it taBes	 in the sL==erin> an; ;eath F= #esLs� �Lt the 
e==i:ient :aLse	 that Nhi:h >iMes it its GFint	 is the lFMe F=  F; =Fr his :reatLre	 
a lFMe rFFte; in his 9ein>	 an; 9e>Ln	 :FntinLe; an; en;e; in Christ��	

�� Gunton, Christ and Creation, ��.
�� Gunton, ‘T<e Doctrine of Creation’, 143.
�� Gunton, Christ and Creation, 16–20 T<e Euote is from Dg. 20.
�� Colin �. Gunton, The !romise of Trinitarian Theology (London: A�C Black, 2003), 1�6� Taking from t<e 

works of H. H. Sc<mid, Gunton also Doints out t<at in many Darts of t<e world, salvation is often tied wit<
<ow t<e world is created, and t<us t<e link 6etween creation and redemDtion in not unnatural. Gunton, Christ
and Creation, 20.

�� Colin �. Gunton, The Christian Faith: An Introduction to Christian �octrine (Oxford: Blackwell Pu6lis<ing, 
2002), 6�–6�. All italics are original. Also see, Gunton, Christ and Creation, 96.

1��

)er=e:tiFn	 =Fr  LntFn	 is nFt a stati: :Fn:eGt� "t :an in:lL;e the GFtential tF >rFN	 Nhi:h he 

eOGlains 9P >iMin> an analF>P F= a neN9Frn 9a9P 9Frn Ger=e:t Pet >rFNin> tF 9e:FDe a 

DatLre hLDan 9ein>� CreatiFn	 liBeNise	 is esta9lishe; nFt as a Da:hine 9Lt as that Nhi:h :an 

9e Ger=e:te; tFNar;s its en;	 Nhi:h is  F;ds >lFrP� -his is GartlP a:hieMe; 9P creatio ex 

nihilo	 Nhi:h esta9lishes :reatiFn in its ;istin:t i;entitP =rFD  F; sF that it is Nhat it is an; 

Pet :an 9e Ger=e:te; in its =ree relate;ness tF  F;� !LDan a>en:P has its FNn Gart in lea;in> 

:reatiFn tFNar;s its telo>� CreatiFn	 there=Fre	 =rFD its MerP 9e>innin>	 has an es:hatFlF>i:al 

FrientatiFn� -his helGs  LntFn a:hieMe seMeral thin>s	 naDelP	 GrF:Lre the >FF;ness =Fr the 

Fri>inal :reatiFn	 ;eal Nith the GrF9leD F= eMil	 Garti:LlarlP raise; 9P eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP an; 

Pet FGen it LG =Fr the es:hatFlF>i:al en;s sF that ;iMine an; hLDan a:tiMitP :an 9e GLrGFse; 

tFNar;s it� 

�Fr  LntFn	 the ;isease	 ;eath	 an; Naste Fn the earth that the eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP ;es:ri9es 

;F nFt a==e:t the 9i9li:al a::FLnt F= :reatiFn� �irstlP	 9e:aLse this ;eGen;s Fn Nhat Fne Deans 

9P aNasteb an; Nhat is Deant 9P the >enerFsitP F=  F;� �Lt DFre iDGFrtantlP	 i= :reatiFn is 

:Fn:eiMe; as a GrFAe:t	 then a-here is at the MerP least a strL>>le tF 9e Na>e; =rFD the 

9e>innin> Fn 9ehal= F= the Ger=e:tin> F= :reatiFn�b�� �Fr  LntFn	 the eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP ;Fes 

nFt Gresent a :hallen>e tF the :reatiFn a::FLnt� instea; it aesta9lishes the a9sFlLte FntFlF>i:al 

;istin:tiFn 9etNeen :reatFr an; :reatiFn _ that the NFrl; is tF an eOtent le=t	 Fr	 9etter	 

ena9le;	 tF 9e itsel=	 Nhile at the saDe tiDe 9ein> ;raNn	 :Fntin>entlP	 tF its GrFGer en; 9P 

the NFrB F= the ,Fn an; the ,Girit�b�1 -his is anFther interestin> insi>ht :Fnsi;erin> that 

Nhile the neF
!in;Ls en>a>e; in the earlier :haGter eDGlFP eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP tF ar>Le =Fr 

 F;
NFrl; LnitP	 al9eit F la �;Maita	  LntFn Lses the saDe here tF GrFMe the Ftherness F= 

:reatiFn� 

�Lt i= the Ger=e:t NFrl; ha; aNasteb =rFD the 9e>innin>	 nF Datter Nhat Fne Deans 9P it	 

hFN is Fne tF Ln;erstan; the �all� �Fes it DarB a neN Ghase in :reatiFn	 Fr ;Fes it DerelP 

stret:h an; NFrsen the e==e:ts F= aNasteb alrea;P Gresent sin:e the 9e>innin>� �Fr  LntFn	 

:reatiFnds AFLrneP =rFD Fne Ger=e:tiFn tF anFther has 9een thNarte; 9P the �all	 9e:aLse F= 

Nhi:h it has alFst its inte>ratiFnb	 aits ;ire:te;ness tF Ger=e:tiFn	b an; is a=allen intF 

�� Gunton, The Triune Creator, 1�9. �or Gunton, t<e fact t<at �den is a garden situated in t<e wider creation 
s<ows t<at t<e rest of t<e creation is not really ready for <uman <a6itation. T<e call to su6due t<e eart< is
Dart of t<e call to Derfecting t<e creation.

�1 Gunton, The Triune Creator, ��.
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�� Gunton, The Triune Creator, 1�9. �or Gunton, t<e fact t<at �den is a garden situated in t<e wider creation 
s<ows t<at t<e rest of t<e creation is not really ready for <uman <a6itation. T<e call to su6due t<e eart< is
Dart of t<e call to Derfecting t<e creation.

�1 Gunton, The Triune Creator, ��.
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=lesh F= FLr =lesh an; 9Fne F= FLr 9Fne�b�
 -he 9irth F= #esLs is alsF an a:t F=  F; De;iate; 

thrFL>h the ,Girit	 NhF =FrDs the hLDan 9F;P F= #esLs in the NFD9 F= the Mir>in� �aGtisD	 

liBeNise	 9rin>s #esLs intF a sGe:ial relatiFnshiG F= DinistrP tF "srael	 Nhereas his teDGtatiFns 

shFN his aF9e;ien:e tF the >Li;an:e F= the ,Girit�b�� !is ;eath ais the shaGe that F9e;ien:e 

DLst ne:essarilP taBe in a =allen NFrl;	b 9Lt it is alsF a areneNe; an; :leanse; saDGle F= the 

li=e in the =leshb F==ere; tF the �ather thrFL>h the ,Girit��� ,in:e the !FlP ,Girit is the a>ent 

F= Ger=e:tin> the :reatiFn in  LntFnds s:heDa	 #esLsd 9F;ilP resLrre:tiFn is essentiallP a 

saDGle F= the NFrB F= the ,Girit� "t is the ,Girit that Ger=FrDs athe es:hatFlF>i:al a:t F= 

resLrre:tiFn��� in the Di;st F= tiDe�b	� -hrFL>h the resLrre:tiFn	 the !FlP ,Girit aLniMersaliQes 

the relatiFn F= the histFri:al #esLs F= 'aQareth tF NFrl;b in that nFN the NhFle :FsDFs is 

GrFDise; reneNal an; Ger=e:tiFn thrFL>h the NFrB F= the ,Girit�	1 �inallP	 as:ensiFn	 as the  

telFs F= in:arnatiFn	 aesta9lishes #esLs as the :entral De;iatFr 9etNeen heaMen an; earth	 9P 

the MirtLe F= that Nhi:h he ;i; an; sL==ere; as a Dan	b	�DetaGhFri:allP sGeaBin>	 a a9ri;>e 

9etNeen heaMen an; earth	 a la;;er tF heaMen�b	�

"n all these eMents	  LntFn F9serMes in #esLs a ahFriQFntalitPb �that Nhi:h relates hiD tF Fther 

hLDan 9ein>s an; natLre� that is :FLGle; Nith a aMerti:alitPb seen in his :Fnstant ;eGen;en:e 

LGFn the !FlP ,Girit tF a:hieMe the re;eDGtiFn F= :reatiFn�	� -he ,Girit	 Fn the Fther han;	 as 

the ;PnaDi: a>ent F= =FrNar; DFMeDent	 :arries #esLs tF =Ll=il his DissiFn� ,iDilarlP	 the 

!FlP ,Girit ;raNs an; ;ire:ts the entire :reatiFn as a GrFAe:t F=  F;� -he =FrNar; DFMeDent	 

hFNeMer	 =Ln:tiFns Nithin the :rL:i9le F= re;eDGtiFn GrFMi;e; 9P the ;eath an; resLrre:tiFn

F= #esLs	� _ i= the ;eath F= Christ DaBes :reatiFnds traAe:tFrP tF Ger=e:tiFn GFssi9le	 it is his 

resLrre:tiFn that DaBes it GalGa9le� a-he :FsDFs herea=ter a:hieMes its ;estinP in sF =ar as it 

is >athere; tF hiD�b "n this sense	 Christ	 as the =irst =rLit F= the resLrre:tiFn	 si>nals the 

re;eDGtiFn F= :reatiFn	 an; the ,Girit its arrha-on �� CFr 1�����		

�� Gunton, �2. �or t<is insig<t, Gunton deDends muc< on �dward Irving, a minister of t<e C<urc< of Scotland.
�	  Gunton, Christ and Creation, �4.
�
  Gunton, Christ and Creation, ��–�9.
�� Gunton, Christ and Creation, 63.
�1 Gunton, Christ and Creation, 60–61.
�� Gunton, Christ and Creation, 6�.
��  Gunton, Christ and Creation, 66.
�� Gunton uses t<ese la6els merely metaD<orically and even anticiDates t<at in resurrection and ascension, suc<

sDatial categories are ended.
�� Gunton, The Triune Creator, 192.
��  Gunton, Christ and Creation, 63.

1�1

,tate; ;i==erentlP	 the �all NFLl; nFt haMe GreMente; Christ =rFD 9e:FDin> hLDan	 9e:aLse 

the in:arnatiFn is a Dani=estatiFn F=  F;ds ;esire tF haMe a GersFnal relatiFn Nith hLDan 

9ein>s an; nFt a rea:tiFn tF the �all� !FNeMer	 sin:e the �all has F::Lrre;	 it nFN ;eterDines 

the strL:tLre an; shaGe F= the in:arnatiFn� �::Fr;in> tF  LntFn	 the GFssi9ilitP F= in:arnatiFn 

is :Fn:eiMa9le eMen in the a9sen:e F= the �all 9e:aLse :reatiFn is =Ln;aDentallP a Gre
�all 

GrFAe:t F=  F;� �Lt nFN that the �all has F::Lrre;	 it has 9e:FDe a ;e:isiMe =a:tFr =Fr hoB

 F; DLst Lse his tNF han;s_the ,Fn an; the ,Girit_tF Garti:iGate in the re;eDGtiFn F= 

:reatiFn�  

�rFD the GFint F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG	 =Fr  LntFn	 the �all an; re;eDGtiFn F= :reatiFn 

are GFssi9le FnlP 9e:aLse :reatiFn eOists as a =ree realitP Nith a GrFGensitP tF =all	 an; Pet	 as 

relate; tF  F;	 it :an 9e re;eeDe;� -he realitP F= the �all an; re;eDGtiFn	 hFNeMer	 lea;s 

 LntFn tF ;elMe ;eeG intF the ;iMine a:tiFn in Nhi:h the �ather	 thrFL>h the ,Fn an; the 

,Girit	 are en>a>e; in reMersin> :reatiFnds traAe:tFrP tFNar;s Ger=e:tiFn	 Nhi:h	 =Fr hiD	 is the 

;F:trine F= re:aGitLlatiFn� !FNeMer	 here tFF	 as it Nill 9e nFti:e;	 the theDe F= a=ree 

relate;nessb =FrDs the 9a:B>rFLn; F= hFN the ,Fn an; the ,Girit NFrB tF>ether tFNar;s the 

re;eDGtiFn F= :reatiFn� 

Creat�re�" Christ an� the �i ine ��irit

"n this s:heDe F= restFrin> :reatiFnds traAe:tFrP tF Ger=e:tiFn	 the ,Fn taBes LGFn hiDsel= 

:reatLreliness	 thFL>h he is the :F
:reatFr an; %Fr; F= the :reatiFn�  LntFn =Fre>rFLn;s =iMe 

eGisF;es =rFD the li=e F= #esLs that ;eDFnstrate the :reatLreliness F= #esLs	 Fn the Fne han;	 

an; ;iMine initiatiMe thrFL>h the ,Girit	 Fn the Fther	 :FDin> tF>ether =Fr the re;eDGtiFn F= 

the :FsDFs	 in Nhi:h in:arnatiFn 9e:FDes the :entral s:ene F= hLDan
;iMine intera:tiFn� 

-hese =iMe eMents are his Mir>in 9irth	 9aGtisD an; teDGtatiFn	 ;eath	 resLrre:tiFn	 an; 

as:ensiFn�  LntFnds eOGlanatiFn F= these eMents nee;s sFDe LnGa:Bin> here sin:e theP are 

:rL:ial eGisF;es that shFN the aLthenti:itP F= the Daterial
histFri:al #esLs an; his FGenness tF 

the ,Girit	 Nhi:h	 9P eOtensiFn	 9e:FDes a Gara;i>D =Fr the sGirit
Datter relatiFnshiG� 

-he Mir>in 9irth	 =Fr  LntFn	 Nas nFt tF shiel; #esLs =rFD hLDan =railties as is F=ten thFL>ht� 

instea;	 it is tF shFN that #esLs Nas in;ee; aa Gart F= the netNFrB F= :reatiFn	 in all its 

=allennessb	 anFt DerelP the GassiMe F9Ae:t F= the eternal ,Fnds ;eterDinatiFn��� 49Lt5 alsF 
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�n FGen trans:en;ental is a nFtiFn	 in sFDe NaP 9asi: tF the hLDan thinBin> 
GrF:ess	 Nhi:h eDGFNers a :FntinLin> an; in Grin:iGle Ln=inishe; eOGlFratiFn 
F= the LniMersal DarBs F= 9ein>� -he HLest is in;ee; a LniMersal Fne	 tF =in; 
:Fn:eGts Nhi:h ;F sL::ee; in sFDe NaP Fr Fther in reGresentin> Fr e:hFin> 
the LniMersal DarBs F= 9ein>� �Lt it is alsF tF =in; :Fn:eGts NhFse MalLe Nill 
9e =FLn; nFt GriDarilP in their :laritP an; :ertaintP	 9Lt in their sL>>estiMeness 
an; GFtentialitP =Fr 9ein> ;eeGene; an; enri:he;	 ;Lrin> the :FntinLin> 
GrF:ess F= thFL>ht	 =rFD a Ni;e ran>e F= sFLr:es in hLDan li=e an; :LltLre�	�

-heP are aDarBs F= all 9ein>sb an; aNaPs F= lFFBin> at LniMersal =eatLres F= the NFrl;�b
�

0hile -rinitP	 =FllFNin> CFleri;>e	 is �/ea �/ear@8	 a>enerates trans:en;entals	b Nith the 

eOGe:tatiFn that ai= the triLne  F; is the sFLr:e F= all 9ein>	 Deanin> an; trLth	 Ne DLst 

sLGGFse that all 9ein> Nill in sFDe NaP re=le:t the 9ein> F= the Fne NhF Da;e it an; hFl;s it 

in 9ein>�b
1

 LntFn ar>Les that there are at least three aFGen trans:en;entalsb �aFGenb 9e:aLse DFre :an 

9e F9serMe; an; a;;e; tF the list� :FDDFn tF the -rinitarian Ln;erstan;in> F=  F;	 an; as 

:reate; 9P hiD	 tF his :reatiFn	 9Fth hLDan an; nFn
hLDan� -hese are Geri:hFresis	 

sL9stantialitP an; relatiFnalitP	 terDs that Nere eOGlaine; at the 9e>innin> F= this :haGter� -F 

9rie=lP restate	 Geri:hFresis re=ers tF the Fneness F= thin>s	 sL9stantialitP tF their Garti:LlaritP 

an; relatiFnalitP tF that Nhi:h relates the Fne an; the DanP� 

�raNin> DL:h =rFD :FnteDGFrarP s:ienti=i: ;is:FMeries	  LntFn then ar>Les that natLre	 as a 

han;iNFrB F=  F;	 reMeals at least three a:Fn:eGtLal Garallels��� in Nhi:h the 9ein> F=  F; is 

eOGresse; an; the NaPs in Nhi:h Ne DaP :Fn:eiMe F= the NFrl;�b
� -hese are relatiFnalitP	 

=ree;FD an; ener>P� -he trinitarian  F; is relatiFnal an; =ree 9e:aLse in the Geri:hFreti: 

Ln;erstan;in> F=  F;	 the =ree;FD F=  F; is nFt ar9itrarP Fr FMer9earin> 9Lt aa =Ln:tiFn F= 

relatiFns 9etNeen GersFns an; 9etNeen GersFns an; their NFrl;�b
� &FreFMer	 the trinitarian 

 F;	 9P MirtLe F= his =ree relatiFnalitP	 is alsF ;PnaDi:�

-he :FnteDGFrarP s:ienti=i: Gi:tLre	 ar>Les  LntFn	 liBeNise	 reMeals natLre that is =ree	 

relatiFnal	 an; ;PnaDi:� "t is =ree in that it is :Fntin>ent	 a nFtiFn that	 =Fr  LntFn	 :arries at 

�
 Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 142–43.
�� Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 14�.
�1 Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 14�.
�� Gunton, The !romise of Trinitarian Theology, 141. T<e same c<aDter also aDDears as Gunton, ‘*elation and 

*elativity’.
�� Gunton, The !romise of Trinitarian Theology, 144.

1��

 LntFn =in;s sFDe siDilarities 9etNeen hFN the ,Girit NFrBs Nith the :reatLrelP #esLs an; 

his NFrB Nith :reatiFn	 Nhi:h DaBes the eOtraGFlatiFn =rFD the =FrDer tF the latter is 

GFssi9le� -F sLDDarise it in his FNn NFr;s	 

-he !FlP ,Girit reGresents  F;ds Ftherness tF #esLs� his allFNin> an; ena9lin> 
hiD tF 9e hiDsel=	 =ree an; trLlP hLDan� !e is GersFnallP alFn>si;e #esLs	 
Gresent tF hiD as anFther� !e it is NhF raises =rFD the tFD9 the 9F;P F= the 
:rL:i=ie; %Fr; an; DaBes hiD tF 9e eternal De;iatFr 9etNeen eternitP an; 
tiDe� ,F it is Nith  F;ds relatiFn tF the NFrl;� -he ,Girit sets the :reatiFn =ree 
tF 9e itsel=	 an; sF ;ire:ts it as  F;ds Fther tF Pet =in; its Ger=e:tiFn in the 
=Ll=ilDent F= its relatiFn tF  F;�  F;ds GFNer	 an; that is a :Fn:eGt =reHLentlP 
Lse; F= the a:tiFn F= the ,Girit	 :Fnsists in ena9lin>	 in ;ire:tin> the :reatiFn tF 
Ger=e:te;ness in =ree;FD�	


-hLs	  LntFnds ChristFlF>P is thFrFL>hlP GneLDatFlF>i:al an; his GneLDatFlF>P is 

thFrFL>hlP ChristFlF>i:al� "n =a:t	 =Fr  LntFn	 Nhen it :FDes tF the theFlF>P F= natLre	 nFt 

relatin> the NFrB F= the ,Girit tF that F= the ,Fn :an lea;	 Fn the Fne han;	 tF a aBin; F= 

GneLDatFlF>P F= :reatiFn Nhi:h attri9Ltes tF the natLral Fr;er itsel=��� sFDe GFNer tF saMe 

itsel= aGart =rFD the in:arnatiFn	b Fr	 Fn the Fther han;	 tF a =FrD F= anthrFGFDFrGhisD in 

Nhi:h the ,Girit 9e:FDes aa Bin; F= in;iMi;Lal a>entb in relatiFn tF :reatiFn�	�

-he iDGli:atiFns F=  LntFnds thinBin> are eMi;ent� -he -rinitarian =raDin> F= the  F;
NFrl; 

relatiFnshiG allFNs  LntFn tF tear ;FNn sGirit
Datter FGGFsitiFn� ,Girit an; Datter are nFt 

DerelP FGen tF ea:h Fther 9Lt are rather ;eeGlP interrelate; an; inter;eGen;ent	 as seen in the 

a:tiFn F= the �ather thrFL>h the ,Fn an; the ,Girit� 

,F =ar	 " haMe ;es:ri9e; theFlF>i:al theDes :rL:ial tF  LntFnds Ln;erstan;in> F= trinitarian 

relatiFnalitP	 :aGtLre; in the nFtiFn F= a=ree relate;ness�b !FNeMer	  LntFn =Lrther ar>Les 

that sL:h a=ree relate;nessb is eMi;ent in natLre itsel=� 

	at�re as �e�ationa�

 LntFn ar>Les that as a :reatiFn F=  F;	 :reatiFn re=le:ts  F;ds -rinitarian natLre� -F 

ela9Frate Fn it	  LntFn ;eMelFGs the :Fn:eGt F= aFGen trans:en;entals	b Nhi:h he ;eriMes 

=rFD ,aDLel CFleri;>eds nFtiFn F= i/ea� -hLs	 he eOGlains	

�� Gunton, Christ and Creation, 91.
�	 Colin Gunton, ‘T<e SDirit %oved Over t<e �ace of t<e Waters: T<e Holy SDirit and t<e Created Order’, 

International �ournal of $ystematic Theology 4, no. 2 ("uly 2002): 19�, 2.
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the LniMersal DarBs F= 9ein>� �Lt it is alsF tF =in; :Fn:eGts NhFse MalLe Nill 
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� &FreFMer	 the trinitarian 

 F;	 9P MirtLe F= his =ree relatiFnalitP	 is alsF ;PnaDi:�

-he :FnteDGFrarP s:ienti=i: Gi:tLre	 ar>Les  LntFn	 liBeNise	 reMeals natLre that is =ree	 

relatiFnal	 an; ;PnaDi:� "t is =ree in that it is :Fntin>ent	 a nFtiFn that	 =Fr  LntFn	 :arries at 

�
 Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 142–43.
�� Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 14�.
�1 Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 14�.
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�� Gunton, The !romise of Trinitarian Theology, 144.
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�s is =Fr )FlBin>hFrne	 =Fr  LntFn tFF these insi>hts intF the relatiFnal natLre F= natLre are a 

re=le:tiFn F= the intra
-rinitarian relatiFnalitP� +elatiFnalitP	 in that sense	 is a GriDe eOaDGle 

F= aFGen trans:en;entals�b &FreFMer	 9ase; Fn the -rinitarian Ln;erstan;in> F= natLre	 it is 

alsF a arelate;ness in Ftherness�b  LntFn =Lrther GrFMi;es a teDGlate =Fr Christian ethi:s 

9ase; Fn his Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP as a=ree relate;ness�b  

Creat�re�" �thics

�Fr  LntFn	 all that is :reate; shares a ahFriQFntalitPb _ the :FDDFnalitP F= 9ein> :reate;	 

an; F= aMerti:alitPb �" :FntinLe tF Lse  LntFnds DetaGhFrs here� that FGens theD at Fn:e tF 

9Fth the CreatFr an; Fthers thLs :reate;� -he hFriQFntalitP an; the Merti:alitP are De;itate; 

thrFL>h the nFtiFn F= the aiDa>e F=  F;	b the ;F:trine tra;itiFnallP hel; as GiMFtal tF 

arti:Llatin> Christian anthrFGFlF>P	 Fr the Gla:e F= hLDans in relatiFn tF  F; an; tF hLDan 

an; nFn
hLDan :reatiFn�

!FNeMer	 Nhat eOa:tlP ;Fes the iDa>e F=  F; re=er tF is an Lnsettle; HLestiFn	 =raL>ht Nith 

;i==erent an; ;iMerse Deanin>s	 sL:h as reasFn	 =ree;FD	 :reatiMitP an; DFre�  LntFn 

Garti:LlarlP :ritiHLes interGretatiFns that =aMFLr reasFn as the =Ln;aDental trait F= the iDa>e 

F=  F;� -his is 9e:aLse	 =Fr  LntFn	 this :Fn:lLsiFn is rea:he; 9P asBin> the NrFn> HLestiFn	 

that is	 instea; F= asBin> Nhat is the relatiFnshiG 9etNeen  F; an; hLDan 9ein>s	 it asBs Nhat 

is ;istin:tiMe a9FLt hLDan 9ein>s in relatiFn tF nFn
hLDan 9ein>s� &FreFMer	 it DistaBenlP 

GresLGGFses that the GriDarP :hara:teristi: F=  F; is reasFn an; there9P ne>le:ts the 9F;P���

 LntFn	 instea;	 ar>Les that Nhen the interGretatiFn F= ;F:trine is 9ase; sFlelP Fn the  enesis 

a::FLnt	 Ne are GrFne tF essentialisin> the Deanin> F= the iDa>e F=  F;� (ne	 there=Fre	 DLst 

:FnstrL:t its Deanin> in the li>ht F= the NhFle tea:hin> F= the ,:riGtLre� �FllFNin> �arth	 

$enneth )aLl 0es:he	 an; �ran:is 0atsFn	  LntFn here ar>Les that the ;F:trine :annFt 9e 

a;eHLatelP Ln;erstFF; Lnless it is =FLn;e;	 as the ,:riGtLre ;Fes	 Fn the li=e an; NFrB F= 

Christ��� �rFD CFlFssians 1�1� an; +FDans ����	  LntFn ar>Les that Christ ais nFt FnlP the 

trLe iDa>e F=  F;	 9Lt alsF the sFLr:e F= hLDan reneNal in it	b�� 9e:aLse thFL>h in;eli9le	 

	� Gunton, The Triune Creator, 193–94.
	� Wesc<e’s argument is t<at t<e only way to avoid Greek dualism is 6y deriving ant<roDology from C<ristology, 

w<ile Watson argues t<at t<e Old Testament teac<ing on t<e image of God cannot stand on its own, 6ut must
6e interDreted C<ristologically. Gunton, 19�–200.

	� Gunton 6ases <is idea of C<rist as a source of <uman renewal on Irenaeus’s notion of recaDitulation. Gunton,
Christ and Creation, 100. *ecaDitulation in Irenaeus’ t<eology refers to t<e 6i6lical idea t<at C<rist as
Second Adam succeeded w<ere t<e first Adam did not, and t<ere6y 6ecame t<e ideal <uman creature.
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least tNF iDGFrtant Deanin>s� it is ;eGen;ent Fn  F;	 an; it is the Bin; F= NFrl; that a;Fes 

nFt haAe tF 9e Nhat Fr as it is�b 'atLre has a a;istin:tiMe =FrD F= 9ein>b an; a ratiFnal 

strL:tLre that DaBes it GFssi9le tF re:F>nise the Gattern Ln;erlPin> its NFrBin>s�
� -aBin> 

insi>hts =rFD the GrF:ess theFlF>P F= �rthLr )ea:F:Be	 the :Fntin>en:P ar>LDent F= -hFDas 

-Frran:e	 :haFs theFrP
� an; relatiMitP theFrP	  LntFn ar>Les that these a::FLnts F= natLre	 

9Fth =rFD s:ien:e an; theFlF>P	 shFN it tF 9e ;PnaDi:	 FGen an; Pet nFt NithFLt :aLsalitP Fr 

entirelP in;eterDinisti:� -hese trans:en;entals all GFint tF the a:hara:ter F= the LniMerse as a 

;erichore>i> F= the interrelate; ;PnaDi: sPsteDs�b
	

 LntFn is nFt alFne in this :FnMi:tiFn� "n his �e8i>e o1 �e8ocrit@>	 #Fhn )FlBi>hFrne	 a 

Christian theFlF>ian an; a GhPsi:ist	 inMesti>ates relatiFnalitP in natLre 9P hi>hli>htin> the 

aDPsteriFLsb :Fnne:tiFn =FLn; 9etNeen Garti:les an; =iel;s	 the ;PnaDi: relatiFn 9etNeen 

sGa:e an; tiDe	 �)+ e==e:t	

 :haFs theFrP	 eDer>en:e �F= terrestrial li=e	 Fr>anisDs 

GFssessin> :Fns:iFLsness	 sel=
:Fns:iFLsness an; sL:h reMealin> relatiFnal sL9tletP an; 

intri:a:P� an; the :FsDi: e==e:t �the relatiFnshiG 9etNeen the lF:al an; the NhFle�� !e then 

ar>Les that these insi>hts aillLstrate the NaP in Nhi:h eOGlFratiFn F= the GhPsi:al NFrl; has 

reMeale; the Gresen:e in it F= a reDarBa9le ;e>ree F= intrinsi: relatiFnalitP�b
�!e then 

:Fn:lL;es that a'atLre is intrinsi:allP relatiFnal	b
� re=le:tin> the trinitarian realitP F=  F;� 

)FlBin>hFrne is aNare that it Di>ht 9e aa9sLr;b tF rea; the ;is:FMeries F= s:ien:e intF the 

trinitarian natLre F=  F;	 a2et a :aLtiFLslP eOGresse; theFlF>P F= natLre Di>ht 9e eOGe:te; tF 

F==er sFDe insi>ht intF the Danner in Nhi:h the ;iMine :reatiFn re=le:ts	 hFNeMer GalelP	 the 

:hara:ter F= its CreatFr�b�� -he relatiFn 9etNeen  F; an; natLre	 =Fr hiD	 is nFt that F= lF>i:al 

ne:essitP 9Lt that F= a:FnsFnan:eb an; is 9ase; Fn a a;e>ree F= :Fn:eGtLal :Fn>rLitP�b�1

�� Gunton, The !romise of Trinitarian Theology, 14�	149. Italics original.
�� C<aos t<eory <as 6ecome DoDular among 6ot< scientists and t<eologians (used 6y 6ot< Gunton and "o<n 

Polking<orne) to Dostulate t<e relatedness wit<in t<e natural world. A rat<er standard way of exDlaining it is
t<roug< t<e aD<orism t<at t<e world is so interconnected t<at t<e flaDDing of wings 6y a 6utterfly in BraNil 
can cause a tornado in Texas– or name w<atever Dlace you will.

�� Gunton, The !romise of Trinitarian Theology, 1�1. Italics original.
�� �P* is an acronym of t<e first letter of t<e last names of Al6ert �instein, Boris Podolsky and &at<an *osen.

�P* t<eory demonstrates t<at once Darticles 6ecome entangled, t<eir Euantum status 6ecomes
interdeDendent regardless of t<eir distance.

�	 "o<n Polking<orne, ‘T<e Demise of Democritus’, in The Trinity and an �ntangled (orld: #elationality in
!hysical $cience and Theology, ed. "o<n Polking<orne (Grand *aDids, %I: William B. �erdmans
Pu6lis<ing, 2010), 1–14� Polking<orne, $cience and the Trinity.

�
 Polking<orne, ‘T<e Demise of Democritus’, 6.
	� Polking<orne, ‘T<e Demise of Democritus’, 11.
	1 Polking<orne, ‘T<e Demise of Democritus’, 12.
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;erichore>i> F= the interrelate; ;PnaDi: sPsteDs�b
	

 LntFn is nFt alFne in this :FnMi:tiFn� "n his �e8i>e o1 �e8ocrit@>	 #Fhn )FlBi>hFrne	 a 
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�� Gunton, The !romise of Trinitarian Theology, 14�	149. Italics original.
�� C<aos t<eory <as 6ecome DoDular among 6ot< scientists and t<eologians (used 6y 6ot< Gunton and "o<n 

Polking<orne) to Dostulate t<e relatedness wit<in t<e natural world. A rat<er standard way of exDlaining it is
t<roug< t<e aD<orism t<at t<e world is so interconnected t<at t<e flaDDing of wings 6y a 6utterfly in BraNil 
can cause a tornado in Texas– or name w<atever Dlace you will.

�� Gunton, The !romise of Trinitarian Theology, 1�1. Italics original.
�� �P* is an acronym of t<e first letter of t<e last names of Al6ert �instein, Boris Podolsky and &at<an *osen.

�P* t<eory demonstrates t<at once Darticles 6ecome entangled, t<eir Euantum status 6ecomes
interdeDendent regardless of t<eir distance.

�	 "o<n Polking<orne, ‘T<e Demise of Democritus’, in The Trinity and an �ntangled (orld: #elationality in
!hysical $cience and Theology, ed. "o<n Polking<orne (Grand *aDids, %I: William B. �erdmans
Pu6lis<ing, 2010), 1–14� Polking<orne, $cience and the Trinity.

�
 Polking<orne, ‘T<e Demise of Democritus’, 6.
	� Polking<orne, ‘T<e Demise of Democritus’, 11.
	1 Polking<orne, ‘T<e Demise of Democritus’, 12.
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�Fr  LntFn	 there is aa ne:essarP relatiFn 9etNeen 9ein> in the iDa>e F=  F; an; a :allin> tF 

;FDiniFn F= the reDain;er F= the :reate; Fr;er�b�1  LntFn is aNare that there is a histFrP F= 

a9Lse F= this :Fn:eGt lea;in> tF e:FlF>i:al ;e>ra;atiFn	 9Lt he tra:es its rFFts tF hLDan sel=


i;FlatrP	 Nhi:h is a DarBe; :hara:teristi: F= the �nli>htenDent	 an; nFt tF the nFtiFn itsel=� 

-F the :FntrarP	 an; as =ar as s:ien:e is :Fn:erne;	 the :Fnteste; nFtiFn F= ;FDiniFn has 9een 

=FLn;atiFnal tF its ;eMelFGDent	 as )eter !arrisFn has re:entlP shFNn���

�Fr  LntFn	 rather than >iMin> LG the nFtiFn F= ;FDiniFn altF>ether	 the :all is tF eOer:ise a 

ari>ht ;FDiniFnb�� Fr a alFMin> ;FDiniFnb��� !FNeMer	 sin:e all =FrDs F= ;FDinatin> natLre	 

in:lL;in> ri>ht an; lFMin> =FrDs	 in:lL;e alterin> natLre	 there Nill alNaPs 9e e:FlF>i:al 

GrF9leDs��� ,in	 tFF	 has ;istFrte; FLr Ln;erstan;in> F= ;FDiniFn	 :aLsin> :rises in ri>htlP 

relatin> tF nFn
hLDan :reatiFn an; lea;in> tF e:FlF>i:al :atastrFGhes� �FDiniFn	 hFNeMer	 

reDains a :Fnteste; nFtiFn	 Garti:LlarlP =Fr thFse NhF :riti:ise it =Fr 9ein> anthrFGF:entri:� 

�Fr its :riti:s	 ;FDiniFn intrF;L:es a hierar:hP 9etNeen hLDan an; nFn
hLDan :reatiFn an; 

leaMes the latter MLlnera9le tF a9Lse� ,L:h hierar:hies are seen sLsGi:iFLslP	 Garti:LlarlP 9P 

GFst:FlFnial :riti:s� !FNeMer	 Nhether renFLn:in> all =FrDs F= anthrFGF:entrisD Nill lea; tF 

harDFnP 9etNeen hLDan an; nFn
hLDan :reatiFn is a HLestiFn that has nFt re:eiMe; a;eHLate 

:Fnsi;eratiFn� 0ill natLre 9e:FDe e>alitarian Fn:e hLDans are DFMe; FLt F= its :entre� Can 

hLDans 9e hel; a::FLnta9le =Fr e:FlF>i:al a9Lse i= theP are ALst a :F> in the Nheel F= natLre	 

iDGFtent tF interMene in it� CFntrarP tF the :riti:s F= anthrFGF:entrisD	 the =a:t that hLDans 

are :entral tF :aLsin> e:FlF>i:al :rises an; are :FnstantlP hel; resGFnsi9le =Fr it rein=Fr:es 

anthrFGF:entrisD rather than ar>Lin> a>ainst it� � ahealthPb =FrD F= anthrFGF:entrisD :an	 in 

=a:t	 GrFMi;e iDGetLs =Fr Nhat  LntFn :alls ten;in> an; Ger=e:tin> F= :reatiFn� 

 LntFn alsF :alls attentiFn tF :Fnsi;erin> #esLsd relatiFn tF :reatiFn as the DF;el =Fr FLr 

relatiFn tF it	 Nhi:h in:lL;es the GrFGer eOer:ise F= ;FDiniFn� ,in:e #esLs is the trLe iDa>e


9earer F=  F;	 FLr relatiFnshiG Nith nFn
hLDan :reatiFn ataBes shaGe thrFL>h hiD�b�	 Christ 

alsF re:aGitLlates	 tF Lse the Ghrase F= "renaeLs	 :reatiFn thrFL>h his aBin>lP an; GrFGheti: 


1 Gunton, The Triune Creator, 209.

� Peter Harrison, ‘Su6duing t<e �art<: Genesis 1, �arly %odern Science, and t<e �xDloitation of &ature’, 

�ournal of #eligion �9, no. 1 (1999): 1.

� Gunton, The Triune Creator, 211.

� Gunton, The !romise of Trinitarian Theology, 192.

�  Gunton, Christ and Creation, 10�.

� Gunton, ‘T<e Doctrine of Creation’, 144.
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the iDa>e F=  F; in hLDans is ;istFrte; an; its sFteriFlF>i:al an; es:hatFlF>i:al ;estinP is 

tie; tF the NFrB F= Christ	 the trLe iDa>e F=  F;� &FreFMer	 Nhen the :Fn:eGt F= the iDa>e F= 

 F; is lFFBe; thrFL>h the GersFn F= Christ	 it is =FLn; tF 9e a triLne a:t	 =Fr athe ,Fn iDa>es 

that �ather as thrFL>h the ,Girit he realises a Garti:Llar Gattern F= li=e Fn earth�b��

�Lrther	  LntFn ;raNs FLt seMeral theDes Ln;erlPin> the 9i9li:al nFtiFn F= the iDa>e F=  F;� 

�::Fr;in>lP	 tF 9e in the iDa>e F=  F; Deans� 1�� -F 9e in an ines:aGa9le relatiFn tF  F; the 

�ather thrFL>h his tNF han;s� ��� -F 9e in relatiFns Nith theD as a GrFAe:t _ Nith an 

es:hatFlF>i:al aiD tF 9rin>  F; >lFrP� ��� -F 9e GersFnal _ haMin> a relatiFnshiG Nith  F; in 

#esLs	 Nith Fne anFther an; =Fr the >FF; Fr;erin> F= the :reatiFn� ��� -F liMe a::Fr;in> tF an 

ethi: that is a :FnseHLen:e F= 9ein> in the iDa>e F=  F;��	

0hile the iDa>e F=  F; relates hLDans tF  F; in a :ertain NaP	 it alsF relates theD 

hFriQFntallP tF Fther :reatiFns� !FNeMer	 this relatiFn	 tFF	 is a arelate;ness in =ree;FD�b �s 

sL:h	 it re=le:ts 9Fth LnitP an; Ftherness� -he hFriQFntal LnitP is 9ase; Fn the =a:t that hLDan 

an; nFn
hLDan :reatiFn share an aFntFlF>i:al hFDF>eneitPb_ the Ghrase that  LntFn 

9FrrFNs =rFD �thanasiLs� !FNeMer	 Nhat sets the hLDan :reatiFn aGart =rFD the nFn
hLDan 

is its :reate;ness in the iDa>e F=  F;� ,F	 he saPs	 a-F 9e Da;e in the iDa>e F=  F; is tF 9e 

en;FNe; Nith a Garti:Llar Bin; F= GersFnal realitP� -F 9e a GersFn is tF 9e Da;e in the iDa>e 

F=  F;� that is the heart F= the Datter�b�
 �s a nFn
GersFnal entitP	 Fn the Fther han;	 :reatiFn 

ais Lna9le tF realise its ;estinP	 the Graise F= its :reatFr	 aGart =rFD GersFns� "t is nFt GersFnal	 

9Lt reHLires GersFns in Fr;er tF 9e itsel=�b�� �Fr  LntFn	 tF =Fr>et the ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen 

hLDan an; nFn
hLDan :reatiFn NFLl; 9e tF ;FNnGlaP the iDa>e F=  F; in hLDans an; 

ina;eHLatelP :Fn:eiMe the :hara:ter F= the nFn
hLDan :reatiFn�� as that Nhi:h :an realise its 

;estinP Fn its FNn� "n seMeral Gla:es	 he reGL;iates :reatiFn
:entre; sGiritLalities that 

reseD9le )an�en�theisD =Fr ne>le:tin> this iDGFrtant ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen GersFnal an; nFn


GersFnal :reatiFn� �Fr  LntFn	 the 9lLrrin> F= the line 9etNeen the tNF lea;s tF 

a;ehLDaniQin> e==e:ts�b�� -he iDa>e F=  F; as a ;istin:t trait in hLDans	 Fn the Fther han;	 

GrFMi;es a teDGlate =Fr hLDan an; nFn
hLDan :reatiFn tF relate a;eHLatelP� 

	�  Gunton, Christ and Creation, 101.
	� Gunton, The Triune Creator, 210.
	� Gunton, The !romise of Trinitarian Theology, 113.
		 Gunton, The !romise of Trinitarian Theology, 111.
	
 Gunton, The !romise of Trinitarian Theology, 141.

�  Gunton, Christ and Creation, 32–33.
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DanP	 =aith an; reasFn	 theFlF>P an; s:ien:e	 DFnisD an; ;eisD	 an; sF Fn�  LntFn =in;s 

-rinitarian relatiFnalitP	 Nhi:h resGe:ts 9Fth LnitP an; ;iMersitP	 as an anti;Fte tF the :rises F= 

relatiFnalitP� CFn:ernin>  F;ds relatiFnshiG Nith the Daterial NFrl;	 he ;raNs =rFD "renaeLsd

analF>P F=  F; relatin> tF the NFrl; thrFL>h his tNF han;s	 naDelP	 the ,Fn an; the ,Girit� 

-he relatiFnshiG 9etNeen the ,Fn an; the ,Girit	 Garti:LlarlP ;Lrin> the in:arnatiFn	 9e:FDes 

a 9lLeGrint F=  F;ds relatiFnshiG tF the Daterial NFrl;�  LntFn eOGli:ates this relatiFn =rFD 

the =iMe eGisF;es F= #esLsd li=e� Mir>in 9irth	 9aGtisD an; teDGtatiFn	 ;eath	 resLrre:tiFn	 an; 

as:ensiFn� -hLs	  LntFn nFt FnlP F==ers -rinitarian relatiFnalitP as the =FLn;atiFn F= all 

GrFGer relatiFnalitP 9Lt alsF :arMes FLt a GFliti:al theFlF>P that =lFNs =rFD this =FLn;atiFn� 

!LDan en>a>eDent Nith the Daterial NFrl;	 Nhether thrFL>h natLral s:ien:es Fr arts	 ;eriMes 

its DFtiMatiFn =rFD GrFGer relatiFnalitP =FLn;e; Fn the -rinitP� 

!FNeMer	 ;esGite the :rL:ial insi>hts it F==ers	 the releMan:e F=  LntFnds NFrB =Fr an "n;ian 

Christian theFlF>P F= natLre :annFt 9e strai>ht=FrNar;� � :riti:al en>a>eDent Nith his NFrB 

Nill reHLire nFt FnlP eOaDinin>  LntFnds lF:ate;ness an; the :FnteOtLal liDitatiFns that 

:FDe Nith it	 9Lt alsF listenin> tF Fther MFi:es that haMe :FnMerse; Nith hiD� -here=Fre	 in 

the =FllFNin> Ga>es	 " aGGraise  LntFnds NFrB	 Garti:LlarlP his nFtiFn F= relatiFnalitP	 an; 

eMalLate its releMan:e =Fr an "n;ian Christian theFlF>P F= natLre�

.2-2 �(��'�&�"!

,LDDarisin> his theFlF>P F= :reatiFn	  LntFn saPs	 a-he a;Manta>e F= a trinitarian aGGrFa:h 

tF the theFlF>P F= :reatiFn is that it ena9les Ls tF saP a nLD9er F= iDGFrtant thin>s	 :hie= 

aDFn> theD that the NFrl; is c>FF;d	 a ;istin:t realitP Nith its FNn 9ein>	 an; Pet FnlP sF 9P 

MirtLe F= its ;eGen;en:e LGFn an; ;ire:te;ness tF  F;�b1�� �s =ar as this F9Ae:tiMe is 

:Fn:erne;	  LntFn seeDs tF haMe a:hieMe; his aiD� "n the GrF:ess	 he raises seMeral GFints 

that reHLire ela9FratiFn�  

1�� Gunton, The Triune Creator, 142.
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NFrB��� in tea:hin> an; Dira:le aliBe	 in terDs F= a reesta9lishin> an; Ger=e:tin> F= the 

;FDiniFn >iMen tF the =irst hLDan :reatLres�b�


-he :entral rFle F= hLDans in :reatiFn	 Fr 9i9li:al anthrFGF:entrisD	 en;FNs theD Nith the 

GFsitiFn F= 9ein> Griests F= natLre	 an iDa>e that  LntFn 9FrrFNs =rFD -hFDas -Frran:e� -he 

GriestlP ;LtP is reHLire; 9e:aLse :reatiFn nee;s a aNFrl; F= GersFns i= it is tF 9e trLlP itsel=�b��

"n Fther NFr;s	 nFn
hLDan :reatiFn :annFt =Ll=il its :allin> tF >lFri=P  F; NithFLt the 

De;iatiFn 9P a hLDan 9ein>� -aBe	 =Fr instan:e	 )salD 1���
�	 Nherein natLre is ;eGi:te; as 

Graisin>  F;	 9Lt NithFLt the GersFnal a>en:P F= the GsalDist	 Fne :FLl; nFt haMe BnFNn this 

tF 9e the :ase��� "n  LntFnds s:heDe	 the GriesthFF; alsF eOten;s tF Garti:iGatin> Nith  F; in 

;raNin> the :reatiFn GrFAe:t tF its  F;
aGGFinte; es:hatFlF>i:al aiD	 Nhi:h is the >lFrP F= 

 F;� a%o -e in the i8a2e o1 �o/ i> there1ore to -e calle/ to re;re>ent �o/ to the creation an/ 

the creation to �o/	 sF ena9lin> it tF rea:h its Ger=e:tiFn�b1�� -here=Fre	  LntFnds 

enMirFnDental ethi:s are nFt DerelP anthrFGF:entri: 9Lt atheF:entri:b in that theP are ;eriMe; 

=rFD the a;iMine :reatin> an; GrFMi;in> a:tiFn�b1�1

-hLs	 a::Fr;in> tF  LntFn	 FLr e:FlF>i:al ethi:s =lFN =rFD the :FnMi:tiFn that	 as Da;e in 

the iDa>e F=  F; an; =FllFNin> #esLs	 the trLe iDa>e F=  F;	 hLDan 9ein>s are tF en>a>e in 

reneNin> :reatiFn an; lea;in> it tF its GrFGer en;� -his :annFt 9e a:hieMe; NithFLt a GrFGer 

Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP	 in this :ase	 9etNeen hLDan an; nFn
hLDan :reatiFn� )rFGer 

relatiFnalitP neither Diti>ates the ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen hLDan an; nFn
hLDan :reatiFn nFr 

;is:Fnne:ts theD� "t GresLDes the ;istin:tiMeness F= ea:h sL9Ae:t that is relate;� "t is a 

arelatiFnshiG in Fthernessb that GreserMes the Garti:LlaritP F= ea:h sL9Ae:t in relatiFns� "n this 

sense	 Garti:Llar 9e:FDes Garti:Llar FnlP 9P 9ein> relate; tF the Fther� !LDan an; nFn


hLDan :reatiFns	 there=Fre	 :an FnlP retain their ;istin:tiMeness Nhen theP are relate;� "n this 

:ase	 it is the nFtiFn F= the iDa>e F=  F; that 9Fth seGarates an; relates theD� 

-F sLDDarise	 then	 =Fr  LntFn	 0estern :LltLre sL==ers =rFD MariFLs =ra>DentatiFns	 the 

rFFts F= Nhi:h lie in a =aLltP Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP inherite; =rFD its  reeB herita>e� 

-hese =ra>DentatiFns reMeal theDselMes thrFL>h seMeral ;LalisDs	 sL:h as the Fne an; the 


� Gunton, Christ and Creation, 19.

	 Gunton, Christ and Creation, �3.


 Gunton, The Triune Creator, 19�.
1�� Gunton, The Triune Creator, 102	103. Italics original.
1�1 Gunton, The Triune Creator, 19�.
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Nill reHLire nFt FnlP eOaDinin>  LntFnds lF:ate;ness an; the :FnteOtLal liDitatiFns that 

:FDe Nith it	 9Lt alsF listenin> tF Fther MFi:es that haMe :FnMerse; Nith hiD� -here=Fre	 in 

the =FllFNin> Ga>es	 " aGGraise  LntFnds NFrB	 Garti:LlarlP his nFtiFn F= relatiFnalitP	 an; 

eMalLate its releMan:e =Fr an "n;ian Christian theFlF>P F= natLre�

.2-2 �(��'�&�"!
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1�� Gunton, The Triune Creator, 142.
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� Gunton, Christ and Creation, 19.

	 Gunton, Christ and Creation, �3.


 Gunton, The Triune Creator, 19�.
1�� Gunton, The Triune Creator, 102	103. Italics original.
1�1 Gunton, The Triune Creator, 19�.
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0isse	 =Fr eOaDGle	 tra:es the rFFts F= the eDer>ent interest in relatiFnal FntFlF>P tF the 

;esire tF 9e releMant in ;FDinant 0estern sF:ietP Nhen he saPs that the lF>i:

seeDs tF 9e that i= ChristianitP :an 9e Ln;erstFF; in terDs F= Nhat is DFst 
=Ln;aDental tF the NaP the NFrl; is	 an; i= this Christian interGretatiFn F= the 
NFrl; :an 9e Da;e :FDGrehensi9le an; GersLasiMe FMer a se:Llar NFrl;MieN	 
then ChristianitP DaP a>ain re:FMer sFDe F= its GreMiFLs :re;i9ilitP as a 
:FnMersatiFnal Gartner =Fr a se:Llar sF:ietP	 in:lL;in>	 GerhaGs	 eMen the 
se:Llar s:ien:es that ;FDinate the 0estern LniMersitP�1�


�::Fr;in> tF �� %e+Fn ,hLlts	 Nhat is Garti:LlarlP neN in this DF;ern stress Fn sF:ialitP 

Nithin the -rinitP is an ainsertiFn F= the :ate>FrP F= relatiFn intF the heart F= DetaGhPsi:al 

;is:FLrse�b1�� -his has inMite; sFDe theFlF>i:al :ritiHLe� 

Charges of 
ritheism

"t is :rL:ial tF DentiFn here that	 =Fr  LntFn	 the -rinitarian  F; is aessentiallPb relatiFnal�

�s sL:h	 athere is nF 9ein> F=  F; Ln;erlPin> Nhat the GersFns are tF an; =rFD ea:h Fther� 

 F;ds 9ein> is a 9ein> in relatiFn	 NithFLt reDain;er relatiFnal�b1�� +elatiFnalitP is intrinsi: 

tF  F;ds 9ein>	 =Fr tF iDa>ine a  F; that stan;s 9ehin; the relatiFnal  F; NFLl; retLrn Fne

tF the GrF9leD F= ;LalisD�  

0hile this DFMe helGs  LntFn ;eriMe theFlF>i:al le>itiDa:P =Fr his nFtiFn F= relatiFnalitP	 it 

alsF eOGFses his NFrB tF the saDe :riti:isD that sF:ial trinitarianisD >enerallP =a:es	 naDelP	 

that it Gla:es relatiFns 9etNeen -rinitarian entities FntFlF>i:allP GriFr tF their hPGFstases Fr 

Garti:LlaritP�11� ,arah CFaBleP	 there=Fre	 shFNs asFDe sBeGti:isD that a choice 9etNeen 

-rinitarian chPGFstatiQatiFnd an; crelatiFnalitPd�in terDs F= FntFlF>i:al GriFritP�  is either 

;esira9le theFlF>i:allP	 Fr in;ee; Dan;ate; 9P FLr aLthFritatiMe )atristi: sFLr:es�b111 Criti:s 

F= sF:ial trinitarianisD =Lrther ar>Le that tF >iMe sL:h a a=Ln;aDentalb sGa:e tF relatiFnalitP 

1�� %aarten Wisse, Trinitarian Theology �eyond !articipation: AugustineLs �e Trinitate and Contemporary 
Theology (London: T�T Clark International, 2011), 3.

1�	 �. Le*on S<ults, #eforming Theological Anthropology: After the !hilosophical Turn to #elationality (Grand
*aDids, %I: William B. �erdmans Pu6lis<ing, 2003), 12.

1�
 Gunton, The !romise of Trinitarian Theology, 143.
11� Or as Wildman Duts it: YT<e 6asic contention of relational ontology is simDly t<at t<e relations 6etween

entities are ontologically more fundamental t<an t<e entities t<emselves.Z Wesley ". Wildman, ‘An 
Introduction to *elational Ontology’, in The Trinity and An �ntangled (orld: #elationality in !hysical 
$cience and Theology, ed. "o<n Polking<orne (Grand *aDids, %I: William B. �erdmans Pu6lis<ing, 2010),
��–�3.

111 Coakley, ‘Afterword’, 194.

1�1
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 LntFnds NFrB has 9een :ate>Frise; as Nhat is 9rFa;lP BnFNn as asF:ial trinitarianisDb Fr 

arelatiFnal trinitarianisD	b althFL>h  LntFn hiDsel= ;Fes nFt en;Frse sL:h a la9el�1�� ,F:ial 

trinitarianisD eDGhasises the sF:ial Fr relatiFnal li=e Nithin the -rinitP FMer the in;iMi;LalitP 

F= ea:h GersFn� (= :FLrse	  LntFn hiDsel= sGarselP Lses the NFr; asF:ialitP	b nFr ;Fes he 

:Fnsi;er asF:ialitPb an FGen trans:en;ental� "nstea;	 he stresses arelatiFnalitP	b GerhaGs 

9e:aLse Nhile asF:ialitPb re=ers tF relatiFn aDFn> GersFns	 relatiFnalitP allFNs hiD tF in:lL;e 

the NhFle LniMerse as re=le:tin>  F;ds triLne natLre�1�� !FNeMer	 this is insL==i:ient tF 

eO:lL;e his NFrB =rFD the :ritiHLe 9rFL>ht a>ainst sF:ial trinitarianisD	 as Nill 9e seen 

9elFN� "n the =FllFNin>	 " hi>hli>ht sFDe ar>LDents raise; a>ainst sF:ial -rinitarianisD an; 

eOGlain their iDGli:atiFns =Fr  LntFnds NFrB� 

�ocia� 
rinitarianism as a �o�ern �e e�o�ment

,eMeral re:ent NFrBs haMe ar>Le; that thFL>h sF:ial Fr relatiFnal analF>ies haMe 9een 

eDGlFPe; sin:e the tiDe F= the �athers	1�� sF:ial trinitarianisD itsel= is a DF;ern 

;eMelFGDent� -hLs	 ,teGhen !FlDes ar>Les that the 9F;P F= theFlF>i:al NFrBs >enerate; 

Ln;er the -rinitarian reMiMal ain =a:t DisLn;erstan;s an; ;istFrts the tra;itiFnal ;F:trine sF 

9a;lP that it is Lnre:FniQa9leb an; that aDethF;FlF>i:allP an; DateriallP	 theP are 

thFrFL>h>Fin> ;eGartLres =rFD the Fl;er tra;itiFn	 rather than reMiMals F= it�b1�	 &aarten 

1�� T<e two terms often emDloyed to refer to trinitarian t<eologies t<at stress relationality and Deric<oresis among 
t<e Dersons of t<e Trinity are �relational trinitarianism� and �social trinitarianism�. W<et<er t<ey refer to t<e 
same understanding of relations<iD wit<in t<e trinity is not very clear. �or instance, "ason Sexton considers
�social trinitarianism� an �unfortunate term� and seDarates it from �relational trinitarianism,� and draws t<e 
difference 6etween t<e two 6ased on t<e factors t<at influenced t<eir develoDment. T<us, w<ile t<e 
develoDment of t<e former was Y6ased deeDly in ant<roDological or socio	Dolitical concernsZ t<e latter was
insDired 6y ot<er concerns suc< as �revisionist reading of Datristic sources� as in 2iNioulas, stress on
futuristic t<eology as in Pannen6erg and t<e concerns in systematic t<eology seen in Bart<. However, it is
not very clear w<et<er tracing t<e difference to diverse emD<ases in t<e develoDment of an idea makes t<e 
difference a matter of context and Dreference or also of su6stance. "ason S. Sexton, ‘Introduction’, in TBo
'ieBs on the �octrine of the Trinity, ed. "ason S. Sexton (Grand *aDids, %I: 2ondervan Academic, 2014),
13–23. Van den Brink considers t<e difference 6etween t<e two as a matter of semantics, and considers
Gunton’s trinitarian account �a socially conceived doctrine of t<e Trinity� (note 13 on Dg. 334), van Den 
Brink, ‘Social Trinitarianism’. Coakley, likewise, considers Gunton insDired 6y 2iNioulas and Duts <im
among �social trinitarians.� Sara< Coakley, ‘Afterword: Y*elational Ontology,Z Trinity, and Science’, in The
Trinity and an �ntangled (orld: #elationality in !hysical $cience and Theology, ed. "o<n Polking<orne 
(Grand *aDids, %I: William B. �erdmans Pu6lis<ing, 2010), 1�4–99.

1�� Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 229.
1�� "o<n L. Gres<am, ‘T<e Social %odel of t<e Trinity and Its Critics’, $cottish �ournal of Theology 46, no. 3 

(1993): 3.
1�� Holmes, The "uest for the Trinity, xv–xvi.
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9elFN� "n the =FllFNin>	 " hi>hli>ht sFDe ar>LDents raise; a>ainst sF:ial -rinitarianisD an; 

eOGlain their iDGli:atiFns =Fr  LntFnds NFrB� 

�ocia� 
rinitarianism as a �o�ern �e e�o�ment

,eMeral re:ent NFrBs haMe ar>Le; that thFL>h sF:ial Fr relatiFnal analF>ies haMe 9een 

eDGlFPe; sin:e the tiDe F= the �athers	1�� sF:ial trinitarianisD itsel= is a DF;ern 

;eMelFGDent� -hLs	 ,teGhen !FlDes ar>Les that the 9F;P F= theFlF>i:al NFrBs >enerate; 

Ln;er the -rinitarian reMiMal ain =a:t DisLn;erstan;s an; ;istFrts the tra;itiFnal ;F:trine sF 

9a;lP that it is Lnre:FniQa9leb an; that aDethF;FlF>i:allP an; DateriallP	 theP are 

thFrFL>h>Fin> ;eGartLres =rFD the Fl;er tra;itiFn	 rather than reMiMals F= it�b1�	 &aarten 

1�� T<e two terms often emDloyed to refer to trinitarian t<eologies t<at stress relationality and Deric<oresis among 
t<e Dersons of t<e Trinity are �relational trinitarianism� and �social trinitarianism�. W<et<er t<ey refer to t<e 
same understanding of relations<iD wit<in t<e trinity is not very clear. �or instance, "ason Sexton considers
�social trinitarianism� an �unfortunate term� and seDarates it from �relational trinitarianism,� and draws t<e 
difference 6etween t<e two 6ased on t<e factors t<at influenced t<eir develoDment. T<us, w<ile t<e 
develoDment of t<e former was Y6ased deeDly in ant<roDological or socio	Dolitical concernsZ t<e latter was
insDired 6y ot<er concerns suc< as �revisionist reading of Datristic sources� as in 2iNioulas, stress on
futuristic t<eology as in Pannen6erg and t<e concerns in systematic t<eology seen in Bart<. However, it is
not very clear w<et<er tracing t<e difference to diverse emD<ases in t<e develoDment of an idea makes t<e 
difference a matter of context and Dreference or also of su6stance. "ason S. Sexton, ‘Introduction’, in TBo
'ieBs on the �octrine of the Trinity, ed. "ason S. Sexton (Grand *aDids, %I: 2ondervan Academic, 2014),
13–23. Van den Brink considers t<e difference 6etween t<e two as a matter of semantics, and considers
Gunton’s trinitarian account �a socially conceived doctrine of t<e Trinity� (note 13 on Dg. 334), van Den 
Brink, ‘Social Trinitarianism’. Coakley, likewise, considers Gunton insDired 6y 2iNioulas and Duts <im
among �social trinitarians.� Sara< Coakley, ‘Afterword: Y*elational Ontology,Z Trinity, and Science’, in The
Trinity and an �ntangled (orld: #elationality in !hysical $cience and Theology, ed. "o<n Polking<orne 
(Grand *aDids, %I: William B. �erdmans Pu6lis<ing, 2010), 1�4–99.

1�� Gunton, The  ne� the Three and the Many, 229.
1�� "o<n L. Gres<am, ‘T<e Social %odel of t<e Trinity and Its Critics’, $cottish �ournal of Theology 46, no. 3 

(1993): 3.
1�� Holmes, The "uest for the Trinity, xv–xvi.
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1��

in Christ	 ,F:ial -rinitarians aGGlP +ahnerds +Lle	 naDelP	 that the e:FnFDi: -rinitP is the 

iDDanent -rinitP�11�

�Fr 0ar;	 hFNeMer	 eMen +ahnerds +Lle :an 9e en;Frse; FnlP in a arestri:te; sense	b 

iDGlPin> 

"t is nFt that there is nF DFre tF  F; than Nhat is reMeale; tF Ls	 nFr that Ne 
BnFN eOa:tlP Nhat  F;ds inner 9ein> is liBe Nhen Ne sGeaB F= the -rinitP� "t is 
rather that  F; is essentiallP sL:h as tF 9e aLthenti:allP reMeale; as a 
-rinitarian  F;�11�

"n Fther NFr;s	 =Fr 0ar;	 the GLrGFse F= +ahnerds +Lle is in;ee; tF shFN that there are nF 

tNF Bin;s F= trinities	 that the e:FnFDi: trinitP is the iDDanent trinitP	 an; that in that sense	 

the a::FLnt F= the -rinitP GrFMi;e; 9P in:arnatiFn is in;ee; trLstNFrthP� !FNeMer	 the 

:ritiHLe here is that the ,F:ial -rinitarianisD that 3iQFLlFLs	 an; Mia hiD  LntFn	 GrFGFLn;s 

assLDes the -rinitP tF 9e e>>entiallD a :FDDLnitP F= three GersFns�1��

Charges of Projectionism

,eMeral Fthers haMe ar>Le; that the =F:Ls Fn arelatiFn in Fthernessb at the eOGense F= the 

Fneness F=  F; is ;Le tF  LntFnds GrFAe:tiFn F= his FNn :LltLral anOieties intF the -rinitarian 

 F;� -hLs	 �ernhar; 'aLsner ar>Les that a relatiFnal trinitP is nF ;FL9t a helG=Ll ;eMi:e tF 

Niel; a>ainst re;L:tiFnisD an; in;iMi;LalisD Fr �nli>htenDent	 9Lt :Fnsi;erin> it a LniMersal 

DarB F= 9ein> is a GrFAe:tiFn F= asF:ial :riti:isD Fn a DetaGhPsi:al leMelb that lea;s tF lFss F= 

sin>LlaritP an; in;iMi;LalitP�1�1 $aren $il9eP >Fes a steG =Lrther tF ar>Le that GrFAe:tiFnisD 

is a9Lilt intF the natLre F= the sF:ial theFristsb aGGrFa:h� an; thFL>h this DaP 9e trLe F= all 

theFlF>P	 here it GlaPs a a;istin:tiMe	 an; a ;istin:tiMelP GrF9leDati:b rFle�1��

-hese :riti:s GFint FLt that the :entral issLe in  LntFnds relatiFnal theFlF>P is nFt his nLan:e; 

Ln;erstan;in> F= intra
GersFnal relatiFns Nhere trLe relatiFnalitP shFLl; Dean eD9ra:in> the 

Fther	 9Lt the a9sen:e F= the Fne� -heP rather ar>Le that  LntFnds relatiFnal FntFlF>P is a 

GrFAe:tiFn F= his ;esire tF heal the 0estern :LltLre F= its in;iMi;LalisD an; ;isen>a>eDent 

11	 Brink, ‘Social Trinitarianism’, 349–�0.
11
 Ward, #eligion and Creation (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996), 329.
1�� I owe t<is clarifying insig<t to %aarten Wisse w<o s<ared it in a Dersonal interview. 
1�1 &ausner, ‘T<e �ailure of a Lauda6le Pro>ect’, 4�1.
1�� Karen Kil6y, ‘Peric<oresis and Pro>ection: Pro6lems wit< Social Doctrines of t<e Trinity’, �eB �lac6friars

�1, no. 9�� (&ovem6er 2000): 439, 9��.

1��

aDFn> the three GersFns F= the -rinitP nee;lesslP Gla:es the GlLralitP F=  F; a>ainst LnitP	11�

Fr NFrse	 sDL>>les ain:iGient tritheisD	b11� an; sL9Fr;inatiFnisD�11� "n the saDe line	 

!FlDes ar>Les that i= the tFtalitP F= the s:riGtLre is :Fnsi;ere;	 an; nFt ALst eGisF;es that sLit 

the sF:ial trinitarian narratiMe	 it 9e:FDes eMi;ent that the ,:riGtLres stress the Fneness F= 

 F; as DL:h as it ;Fes the -rinitarian relatiFns�11� &FreFMer	 the Fneness F=  F; in the 

GFlPtheisti: :FnteOt F= the (l; -estaDent Nas as li9eratin> as is the sF:ialitP Nithin the 

-rinitP tF;aP�  

�Lrther	 ;raNin> =rFD �L>Lstine	 0isse ar>Les that sF:ial trinitarianisD rF9s the -rinitP F= its 

in:FDGrehensi9ilitP an; =ails tF a:BnFNle;>e the aFthernessb F= the -rinitP�11	 ,iDilarlP	 =Fr 

$eith 0ar;	 sF:ial trinitarianisD is aan in;eGen;ent hPGFthesisb an; aa sGe:LlatiMe theFrP F= 

the ;iMine 9ein> in itsel= Nhi:h DaBes hLDan histFrP an; ;iMine relatiFn tF it MirtLallP 

irreleMant� 4�Fr5  F; is Nhat  F; is in relatiFn tF :reatiFn���b "n Fther NFr;s	 that  F; is 

relatiFnal is FnlP eOGerien:e; 9P F9serMin> his a:ts in the salMatiFn histFrP =rFD Nithin	 an; 

nFt FLtsi;e it� hFN  F; in >e is still an; shFLl; reDain a DPsterP�11


!FNeMer	 as 9Fth a;MF:ates an; ;issi;ents F= sF:ial trinitarianisD a>ree	 :entral tF the 

;is:LssiFn is the =a:t F= in:arnatiFn� that is tF saP sin:e the in:arnate ,Fn GrFMi;es Ls Nith the 

:learest MieN F= NhF  F; is	 it is FnlP thrFL>h !iD that Ne haMe a::ess tF the BnFNle;>e 

:Fn:ernin> trinitarian relatiFns� �FllFNin> this	 then the HLestiFn 9e:FDes� ;Fes the 

in:arnatiFn sL>>est the Bin; F= intra
trinitarian relatiFns that sF:ial -rinitarians GFint tF	 Fr ;F 

theP >F tFF =ar in their atteDGt tF ;e:F;e the DPsterP F=  F;� ,F:ial -rinitarians ar>Le that 

the histFri:al
Daterial #esLs ;is:lFses the triLne natLre F=  F; 9P :FnstantlP ;eGen;in> Fn 

the �ather an; the ,Girit	 the reMelatiFn that theFlF>ians haMe :alle; ae:FnFDi: trinitP�b "t is 

iDGFssi9le nFt tF Deet in Christ	 a  F; NhF is alsF nFt trinitarian� -F this reMelatiFn F=  F; 

11� SteD<en *. Holmes, ‘T<ree Versus One� Some Pro6lems of Social Trinitarianism’, �ournal of #eformed Th 
�ology 3 (2009): ��–�9� Bern<ard &ausner, ‘T<e �ailure of a Lauda6le Pro>ect: Gunton, t<e Trinity and 
Human Self	Understanding’, $cottish �ournal of Theology 62, no. 4 (2009): 4.

11� Cf. Cornelius Plantinga "r., ‘Social Trinity and Trit<eism’, in Trinity� Incarnation and Atonement, ed. *onald 
". �eenstra (&otre Dame: University of &otre Dame Press, 19�9), 21–4�.

11� Ward, #eligion and Creation (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996), 321–29.
11� Holmes, ‘T<ree Versus One�’, �6–��.
11� Wisse, Trinitarian Theology �eyond !articipation, 11–12.
11� Ward, #eligion and Creation (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996), 329.
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1��

-hLs	 i= relatiFnal FntFlF>P is a Gana:ea =Fr the =ra>DentatiFn in 0estern sF:ietP	 DanP

liMin> in the ;eeGlP :FDDLnitarian :FnteOt F= ,FLth �sia an; seeBin> in;iMi;Lal =ree;FDs 

DaP =in; the Fneness F=  F; DFre li9eratiMe than a sF:iallP -rinitarian  F;� "n this :ase	 the 

sF:ial trinitP 9e:FDes as FGen tF a9Lse as &FltDann an; 3iQiFLlas haMe :har>e; DFnFtheisD 

Nith	 DaBin> Fne sLsGe:t the strai>ht=FrNar; releMan:e F= relatiFnal trinitarianisD in ,FLth 

�sia� �DGhasisin> :FDDLnitP	 eMen Nithin -rinitP	 :an :FDe at the :Fst F= the lFss F= 

in;iMi;LalitP in sF:ietP	 althFL>h this ;Fes nFt alNaPs nee; tF 9e the :ase� "n =a:t	 the 

-rinitarian stress Fn the Fne an; the three DaBes it a LniHLe Gara;i>D =Fr :hallen>in> 9Fth 

in;iMi;LalisD an; :FDDLnitarianisD� &FreFMer	 the :all F= the -rinitarian  F; inMFlMes a 

LniHLe relatiFnshiG inMFlMin> in;iMi;Lal resGFnse an; a::FLnta9ilitP	1�	 F=ten settin> 

in;iMi;Lals =ree an; eMen a>ainst :FDDLnitarian MalLes that resist  F;�  

1606/6 � big'i&y abo'& ��la&io!ali&y

0hen ALOtaGFse; a>ainst the "n;ian settin>	 anFther ;istin:t 9Lt relate; issLe :rFGs LG� the 

aD9i>LitP sLrrFLn;in> the nFtiFn F= arelatiFnalitP�b "n resGFnse tF the e==Frts F= =in;in> a 

:Fn:eGtLal Garallel 9etNeen the relatiFnalitP in the LniMerse an; the sF:ial trinitarian  F;	 

,arah CFaBleP asBs	 a�Lt Nhat ;Fes Fne Dean 9P crelatiFnalitPd�b ,he GFints FLt that ,F:ial 

-rinitarians F=ten ;F nFt ;es:ri9e Nhat relatiFnalitP entails	 the ansNer tF Nhi:h is reHLire; 

9e=Fre it is :laiDe; that the relatiFnalitP in the LniMerse	 as the :reatiFn F=  F;	 GFints tF 

relatiFnalitP Nithin  F;� "nstea;	 theP F=ten taBe relatiFnalitP tF Dean :aLsalitP�1�
 �Fr 

 LntFn	 F= :FLrse	 relatiFnalitP is :Fn:eiMe; in a NaP that aMFi;s relatiFn NithFLt Ftherness 

an; Ftherness NithFLt relatiFn�1�� "t sits liBe a a>Fl;en Deanb 9etNeen !era:litLs an; 

)arDeni;es	 9etNeen )an�en�theisD an; ;eisD� !FNeMer	 nFt eMerPFne a>rees that this is 

hFN relatiFnalitP in natLre shFLl; 9e eOGlaine;� 

�s Nas alrea;P seen in the NFrBs F= 'an;a	 in the :FnteOt F= "n;ia	 the De:hanisti: an; 

re;L:tiFnist s:ien:e F= the ;Lalisti: 0estern�Christian an; the e:FlF>i:al :atastrFGhe it has 

le; tF is F=ten Gitte; a>ainst the ahFlisti:b �astern NFrl;MieN	 an; the NhFleness is LsLallP 

1�� Toren, Christian Apologetics, 106–13.
1�� Coakley, ‘Afterword’, 19�–9�.
1�	 Gunton, The !romise of Trinitarian Theology, 203.

1��

=rFD  F;� "= this 9e the :ase	 a :har>e F= GrFAe:tiFnisD DerelP reMeals  LntFnds :LltLral 

lF:ate;ness	 Nhi:h is =Lrther ;is:lFse; Nhen ALOtaGFse; Nith "n;ian realities�

�s in the :ase F= sF:ial trinitarianisD	 the nFtiFn F= :FDDLnitP is in:reasin>lP eDGlFPe; 9P 

"n;ian sF:ial s:ientists NhF are :riti:al F= 0estern :ate>Fries	 Garti:LlarlP that F= a aratiFnal 

in;iMi;Lal	b an; Git the :FDDLnitarian li=estPle F= �astern sF:ieties a>ainst it� -his Deans 

that the NaP the HLestiFns F= enMirFnDent	 ;isGla:eDent	 ethni:itP	 ;iasGFra	 hLDan ri>hts	 

:aste GFliti:s an; eMen health are 9ein> arti:Llate; tF;aP areMeal a :FDDLnitarian a>en;a�b1��

.n=FrtLnatelP	 =ar =rFD GrFMi;in> a :Frre:tiFn tF the Git=alls F= 0estern ratiFnal 

in;iMi;LalisD	 the :FDDLnitarian a>en;a has 9een Lse; 9P natiMe s:hFlars tF reMiMe Fl; 

:Fn:eGts F= :FDDLnitP Nhere the in;iMi;Lal ;isaGGears =Fr >FF;� �P GFsitin> a retLrn tF the 

Fl; li=e F= the :FDDLnitP as the FnlP Mia9le FGtiFn tF es:aGe 0estern in;iMi;LalisD	 these 

in=lLen:ers haMe =Lrther in=late; the (rientalist ten;en:P tF :Fnsi;er "n;ia as an i;eal 

:FDDLnitarian :iMilisatiFn	 >an> all GrF9leDs >enerallP attri9Lte; tF :FDDLnitarianisD� -he 

a:FDDLnitarian lF>i:b has 9een harD=Ll tF thFse seeBin> in;iMi;Lal =ree;FDs	 Garti:LlarlP 

�alits	 =Fr NhFD the :all tF retLrn tF the Fl; NaP F= Fr>anisin> sF:ietP to@t /e >@ite reDin;s 

theD F= the FGGressiMe :aste sPsteD� �alit s:hFlar  FGal  LrL >iMes at least =FLr :FLnts Fn 

Nhi:h the :FDDLnitarian GLsh is a;an>erFLsb =Fr �alits� 1�� �P >hettFisin> �alits	 it allFNs

LGGer :astes�:lasses a DFnFGFlP FMer all Bin;s F= resFLr:es� ��� +estri:tin> �alits tF their 

FNn :FDDLnitP NeaBens �alit Gresen:e in :iMil sF:ietP an; the DarBet� ��� "t ren;ers �alits 

GFliti:allP helGless as theP NFLl; 9e le; tF 9elieMe that nFthin> :an 9e ;Fne a9FLt this 

strL:tLre F= :FDDLnitP
9ase; F::LGatiFn� ��� -he �alits Nill haMe anF :han:e F= =Fr>in> a 

sL9altern sFli;aritP an; :Flle:tiMe resistan:eb as all resistan:e Nill 9e lF:alise;�1�� "n a siDilar 

Mein	 $PLn>
,LG has ar>Le; in the :FnteOt F= ,FLth $Frea that DL:h :Fst is eOtra:te; =rFD 

the in;iMi;Lal DeD9ers F= a =aDilP an; their Nel=are is F=ten inMisi9le tF Gre=er an; Daintain 

the i;eals F= :FDDLnitP li=e�1��

1�� Surinder S. "od<ka, ‘Community and Identities: Interrogating ContemDorary Discourses on India’, �conomic 
and !olitical (ee6ly 34, no. 41 (1999): 29��, 41.

1�� GoDal Guru, ‘Dalits in Pursuit of %odernity’, in India: Another Millennium�, ed. *omila T<aDar (&ew Del<i:
Penguin Books, 2000), 123	13�.

1�� C<ang Kyung	SuD, ‘T<e Anti	Communitarian �amily� �veryday Conditions of Aut<oritarian Politics in
Sout< Korea’, in Communitarian !olitics in Asia (London: *outledge, 2004), �1–91.
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 LntFnds Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP as a arelatiFn
in
Ftherness� in=lLen:es nFt FnlP his 

MieN F= relatiFnalitP in the LniMerse 9Lt alsF his ,Girit ChristFlF>P� -he ,Girit in  LntFnds 

thFL>ht is the ;PnaDi: a>ent F= =FrNar; DFMeDent� (n the Fther han;	 Christ seeDs tF sL==er 

=rFD �9iFnite ten;en:ies	 Nherein all that Christ a:hieMes is thrFL>h the ener>eti: Gresen:e 

F= the !FlP ,Girit	 as the Fther� -his	 =Fr  LntFn	 is a Gara;i>D F= sGirit
Datter relatiFnalitP� 

-his is GerhaGs 9e:aLse	 as #Fhn 0e9ster has ar>Le;	  LntFn Nas trFL9le; 9P the �arthian 

stress Fn the ;iMinitP F= #esLs an; thLs Di>ht haMe eDGhasise; his hLDanitP an; the rFle F= 

the ,Girit in the in:arnatiFn	 ;eath an; resLrre:tiFn F= the ,Fn�1�� !FNeMer	 =rFD Nhat has 

9een F9serMe; Ln;er the GreMiFLs GFint	 it seeDs that  LntFnds stress Fn the F9e;ien:e F= 

#esLs tF the ,Giritds ;PnaDi: rFle Di>ht haMe alsF 9een in=lLen:e; 9P his Ln;erstan;in> F= 

relatiFnalitP as that Nhi:h relates the tNF FGGFsin> sGheres	 a relatiFn
in
Ftherness� -hLs	 the 

hLDan #esLs has tF 9e cFtherd tF the ;PnaDi: sGirit	 i= the tNF are tF GrFGerlP relate;� 

,iDilarlP	 the ;iale:ti: 9etNeen hLDans an; the Daterial NFrl; is De;iate; thrFL>h the 

:Fn:eGt F= the iDa>e F=  F; that seGarates the tNF	 Nhile  LntFn GaPs little attentiFn tF 

asGe:ts that relate theD Fr 9rin> theD Fn the saDe Glane� "n GFstLlatin> a relatiFnalitP 

Ln;erstFF; as arelatiFn
in
Ftherness	b  LntFnds NFrB is sLs:eGti9le tF reGrF;L:in> the 

!e>elian ;iale:ti: 9etNeen sGirit an; Datter an; DaP Nell en; LG GerGetLatin> the ;LalisD 

that  LntFn Nante; tF aMFi; in the =irst Gla:e� 

,L:h an Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP raises HLestiFns a9FLt the strai>ht=FrNar; aGGli:atiFn 

F=  LntFnds MieN in a :FnteOt liBe that F= "n;ia� (= :FLrse	 the F9serMatiFn >athere; a9FMe 

reMeals that  LntFnds nFtiFn F= relatiFnalitP is in=lLen:e; 9P his ;esire tF heal the :LltLral 

=ra>DentatiFn in the 0est	 GFintin> tF the :LltLral lF:ate;ness F= his thFL>ht�  LntFnds 

theFlF>P	 9ase; in the 0estern settin>	 is	 thLs	 as :FnteOtLal as anP nFn
0estern theFlF>P� 

�Lt it alsF raises a HLestiFn Ne en:FLntere; in earlier :haGters� is  LntFnds MieN F= 

relatiFnalitP a Dere :LltLral :FnstrL:t� �s sL:h	 :an it :Fntri9Lte anPthin> tF the :FnteOt F= 

"n;ia� &FreFMer	 in the GFst:FlFnial :FnteOt F= "n;ia	 :an his relatiFnalitP 9ase; Fn 

FtherisatiFn Gass the sLsGi:iFn F= 9ein> eOGlFitatiMe� �esGite these liDitatiFns	  LntFn F==ers 

seMeral insi>hts that :an 9e releMant tF the :FnteOt F= "n;ia� 

1�� We6ster, ‘Systematic T<eology after Bart<’, 2�9.

1��

:Fn:eiMe; 9P assiDilatin> Garti:LlaritP�1�� �Fr �;Maiti: thinBers	 relatiFn
in
Ftherness itsel= 

:FLl; 9e a teDGFrarP GhenFDenFn _ tF Lse /iMeBanan;ads analF>P	 the NaMes DaP eOist =Fr a 

tiDe
9ein> 9e=Fre ;isaGGearin> intF F:ean Fn:e a>ain� "n a;;itiFn	 as is  >larin>lP Misi9le in 

"n;iads DLltireli>iFLs :FnteOt	 ;i==erent reli>iFLs tra;itiFns :an ;eGlFP the relatiFnalitP F= the

LniMerse tF >arner s:ienti=i: en;FrseDent F= their FNn reli>iFLs 9elie=s� -hLs	 nFt ALst 

�;Maiti: !in;LisD	1�� 9Lt alsF �L;;hisD1�1 an; #ainisD1�� eDGlFP the saDe s:ienti=i: insi>ht 

:Fn:ernin> the inter:Fnne:te;ness F= the LniMerse tF le>itiDise their reli>iFLs NFrl;MieNs� 

�Men Nithin a sin>le reli>iFLs tra;itiFn	 relatiFnalitP :an 9e Lse; Nith ;i==erent DFtiMes� �Fr 

instan:e	 Nhile =Fr  LntFn an; )FlBin>hFrne	 relatiFnalitP in the LniMerse GFints tF the 

-rinitP	 =Fr &aPra +iMera	 it esta9lishes that =ar =rFD 9ein> inert	 the Datter is aliMe Nith 

a=Fr:es an; ener>ies in :FDGleO netNFrB F= relatiFns	b1�� Nhereas =Fr ClaPtFn	 it lea;s tF 

GanentheisD�1��

"nterestin>lP	 althFL>h ,F:ial -rinitarians an; "n;ian theFrists :FnMer>e in Daintainin> 

NhFleness thrFL>h relatiFnalitP	 theP ;iMer>e Fn hFN that relatiFnalitP shFLl; 9e Ln;erstFF;� 

-hLs	 an; >enerallP sGeaBin>	 Nhile =Fr  LntFn	 relatiFnalitP is reHLire; tF relate tNF 

FGGFsin> realDs	 sL:h as sGirit an; Datter	 =Fr �astern an; esGe:iallP �;Maiti: theFrists as 

Nell as =Fr the 9F;P F=  F; theFlF>ies	 it is the nFtiFn F= the Ln;erlPin> LnitP that 

arelatiFnalitPb F= the LniMerse inMFBes� -his raises the HLestiFn F= Nhether Fneds MieN F= 

relatiFnalitP in=lLen:es Fneds interGretatiFn F= the LniMerse Fr Mi:e Mersa� �rFD Nhat has 

Gre:e;e;	 it seeDs tF 9e the :ase that the Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP in the LniMerse 

;eGen;s DL:h Fn the a;riori :FDDitDent tF a Garti:Llar MieN F= relatiFnalitP� 0e Nill retLrn 

tF this trait Nithin the s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le in the neOt :haGter� 

1�
 T<e word ‘<olistic’ and ‘<olism’ are Darticularly aDDlied in t<e context of medicine. Its meaning remains
am6iguous, 6ut it is often used to contrast <olistic Indian medicine suc< as <omeoDat<y and ayurveda 
against t<e reductionist Western alloDat<y. "os<ua �reeman, ‘Towards a Definition of Holism’, �ritish
�ournal of �eneral !ractice ��, no. �11 (�e6ruary 200�): 1�4–��.

1�� Amit Goswami, The !hysicistsL 'ieB of �ature (&ew 1ork: Kluwer Academic�Plenum Pu6lis<ers, 2000).
1�1 David Landis Barn<ill, ‘*elational Holism: Huayan Budd<ism and DeeD �cology’, in �eep �cology and 

(orld #eligions� �eB �ssays on $acred �round, ed. David Landis Barn<ill and S Gottlie6 *oger (Al6any:
State University of &ew 1ork Press, 2001), ��–106.

1�� Kantilal Vardic<and %ardia, The $cientific Foundations of �ainism, vol. � (&ew Del<i: %otilal Banarsidass
Pu6lications, 1990).

1�� %ayra *ivera, !oetics of the Flesh (Dur<am, &C: Duke University Press, 201�), 9.
1�� P<iliD Clayton, AdAentures in the $pirit: �od� (orld� �iAine Action (%inneaDolis, %&: �ortress Press, 200�),

1�2–�4.
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9ase; Fn aFtherness	b he ;Fes DL:h tF GreserMe the aFntFlF>i:al Fthernessb F=  F;� �lthFL>h 

helG=Ll	 this ten;en:P in  LntFn ;Fes nFt allFN hiD tF LnGa:B Fther theDes that 9rin>  F; 

an; the Daterial NFrl; FntFlF>i:allP :lFser NithFLt :FllaGsin> theD intF sin>LlaritP� &P 

:FntentiFn here is that the stress Fn FntFlF>i:al relatiFns 9etNeen  F; an; the Daterial NFrl; 

=FLn; in the e:FtheFlF>ies	 e:F=eDinist an; �alit theFlF>P :an enhan:e  LntFnds NFrB 9P 

9alan:in> his eDGhasis Fn FntFlF>i:al Ftherness�  LntFn hiDsel= GrFMi;es :lLes tF =in;in> 

the lF:Ls F= the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG thrFL>h his nFtiFn F= aFntFlF>i:al hFDF>eneitP	b 

Nhi:h he taBes =rFD �thanasiLs 9Lt ;Fes nFt =LllP eOGlFre�  

��&'r! &o &h� 	!�ar!a&io!

�FllFNin> "renaeLs an; �arth	  LntFn ar>Les that :reatiFn an; re;eDGtiFn are intiDatelP 

linBe;	 an; the hin>e that hFl;s theD tF>ether is the �atherds relatin> Nith the Daterial NFrl; 

thrFL>h the ,Fn an; the ,Girit� CreatiFn an; re;eDGtiFn :annFt 9e ;iMFr:e; 9e:aLse 

:reatiFnds Gast	 Gresent an; =LtLre are all tie; tF Christ`that is tF saP that Christ is the :F


:reatFr as Nell as the re;eeDer F= the NFrl;� !e a:hieMes the re;eDGtiFn F= the NFrl; 9P 

9ein> F9e;ient tF the �ather thrFL>h the !FlP ,Girit� �P linBin> :reatiFn an; re;eDGtiFn	 

 LntFn releases the Christian ;F:trine F= :reatiFn =rFD the :reatiFn a::FLnt in  enesis	 

Nhere it is F=ten rather restri:tiMelP tie;� "nstea;	 he linBs it tF a trinitarian ;iMine a:tiFn in 

an; tFNar; :reatiFn	 Nhere in:arnatiFn 9e:FDes the :entral eGisF;e F= the  F;
NFrl; 

relatiFnshiG� �Fth a;MF:ates an; :riti:s F= sF:ial trinitarianisD	 as Nell as  LntFn	 a>ree that 

all talB a9FLt relatiFnalitP nee;s tF 9e >rFLn;e; in the in:arnatiFn F= the ,Fn sin:e in hiD is 

 F; reMeale; tF Ls� �s a resLlt	 =Fr  LntFn	 as it Nas =Fr DF;ern "n;ian Christian 

theFlF>ians	 Christ 9e:FDes the alin:hGinb in the Christian theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl;�1�	

-he =F:Ls Fn the in:arnatiFn GrFMi;es the BeP tF re:Fn:ilin> tNF :Fntrastin> stresses Ne haMe 

en:FLntere; in this GrFAe:t� the eDGhasis Fn the FntFlF>i:al :Fnne:tiFn 9etNeen  F; an; the 

Daterial NFrl; =FLn; in e:FtheFlF>ies	 e:F=eDinist	 �alit	 an; Ganentheisti: theFlF>ies	 an; 

the eDGhasis Fn FntFlF>i:al Ftherness in  LntFn an; earlP DF;ern "n;ian Christian thinBers� 

-hrFL>h in:arnatiFn	 Christ ;Fes nFt DerelP reGresent hFN  F; a:ts tFNar;s the Daterial 

NFrl;	 9Lt 9P 9e:FDin> Gart F= the Daterial NFrl;	 he esta9lishes an aFntFlF>i:al 

hFDF>eneitPb Nith his :reatiFn� "n:arnatiFn Deets the lFn>in> =Fr an FntFlF>i:al relatiFn 

1�� I take t<e image of ‘linc<Din’ from Toren and Tan, Humble Confidence, 11�.

1��

.2.2 ��� ��* �"$)�$�

-he =FllFNin> theDes =rFD  LntFnds theFlF>i:al thFL>ht are Garti:LlarlP Gertinent =Fr 

arti:Llatin> a theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; in the :FnteOt F= "n;ia� 

��&'r! &o &h� �ri!i&y

�irstlP	 it Nas F9serMe; that the :riti:s F= ,F:ial -rinitarianisD ;F nFt :ritiHLe the relatiFnalitP 

in the -rinitP Ger se 9Lt its FntFlF>i:al GriFritP FMer the hPGFstases	 its FDissiFn F= the o@>ia	 

an; the aD9i>LitP re>ar;in> the terD arelatiFnalitP�b -heP insist that the -rinitP Daintains 

hPGFstases an; FLsia in a LniHLe 9alan:e	 Nhi:h	 =Fr the saDe reasFn	 reDains the Gara>Fn 

=Fr hFl;in> the Fne an; DanP in 9alan:e� -his Deans Ne :an still eDGlFP  LntFnds 

Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP in this GrFAe:t Nhile >Lar;in> FLrselMes a>ainst the ;raN9a:Bs 

F= ,F:ial -rinitarianisD�  

+elatin>  LntFnds NFrB tF this GrFAe:t :an GrFMi;e iDGFrtant aMenLes =Fr inter:LltLral :rFss


GFllinatiFn in ;eMelFGin> the theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl;� !is eDGhasis Fn relatin> tNF 

sGheres 9P re:F>nisin> their aFthernessb :an :Frre:t the "n;ian ten;en:ies that F=ten ;issFlMe 

all aFthernessb Fr ren;er theD insi>ni=i:ant in the F:ean F= LnitP� -hese ten;en:ies :FllaGse

the ;i==eren:e 9etNeen sGirit an; Datter	 lea;in> the Daterial NFrl; tF 9e iD9Le; Nith 

;iMinitP	 an; Pet iDGerDanent an; GLrGFseless� �s Nas F9serMe; Ln;er the �alit MieNs Fn 

natLre	 the la:B F= the FntFlF>i:al ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen  F; an; the Daterial NFrl; F=ten lea;s 

tF the ;iMinisatiFn F= natLre an; eMentLallP tF the eOGlFitatiFn F= hLDans	 NhF are nFt 

en:FLra>e; tF stL;P it 9Lt tF NFrshiG it� ,iDilarlP	 Nhen the ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen hLDan an; 

nFn
hLDan :reatiFn	 Nhi:h is ne>Ftiate; 9P the iDa>e F=  F;	 is 9lLrre;	 it lea;s tF the 

ne>le:t F= the rFles >iMen tF 9Fth _ hLDans ;eMelFG GessiDisD that eDer>es =rFD their la:B 

F= a9ilitP tF interMene in natLre	 an; natLre =a:es aGathP 9P hLDans NhF are :alle; tF re;eeD 

it� 

!FNeMer	 Nhile  LntFnds relatiFn
in
Ftherness re:F>nises the ;i==eren:e 9etNeen the sGirit 

an; Datter	 this relatiFn is 9ase; Fn Nhat aFtherisesb theD rather than a :FDDFn >rFLn; that 

:an relate theD	 =Fr there seeDs tF 9e nF sL:h :FDDFn >rFLn;� (= :FLrse	  LntFn =in;s

Gatterns in the Daterial NFrl; that re=le:t the natLre F=  F;� !e sees relatiFnalitP	 =Fr 

instan:e	 as a re=le:tiFn F= the -rinitarian  F;� !FNeMer	 these Garallels ;F nFt sL>>est anP 

FntFlF>i:al :FntinLitP 9etNeen  F; an; the Daterial NFrl;� ,in:e relatiFnalitP in  LntFn is 



174 175

1�


9ase; Fn aFtherness	b he ;Fes DL:h tF GreserMe the aFntFlF>i:al Fthernessb F=  F;� �lthFL>h 

helG=Ll	 this ten;en:P in  LntFn ;Fes nFt allFN hiD tF LnGa:B Fther theDes that 9rin>  F; 

an; the Daterial NFrl; FntFlF>i:allP :lFser NithFLt :FllaGsin> theD intF sin>LlaritP� &P 

:FntentiFn here is that the stress Fn FntFlF>i:al relatiFns 9etNeen  F; an; the Daterial NFrl; 

=FLn; in the e:FtheFlF>ies	 e:F=eDinist an; �alit theFlF>P :an enhan:e  LntFnds NFrB 9P 

9alan:in> his eDGhasis Fn FntFlF>i:al Ftherness�  LntFn hiDsel= GrFMi;es :lLes tF =in;in> 

the lF:Ls F= the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG thrFL>h his nFtiFn F= aFntFlF>i:al hFDF>eneitP	b 

Nhi:h he taBes =rFD �thanasiLs 9Lt ;Fes nFt =LllP eOGlFre�  

��&'r! &o &h� 	!�ar!a&io!

�FllFNin> "renaeLs an; �arth	  LntFn ar>Les that :reatiFn an; re;eDGtiFn are intiDatelP 

linBe;	 an; the hin>e that hFl;s theD tF>ether is the �atherds relatin> Nith the Daterial NFrl; 

thrFL>h the ,Fn an; the ,Girit� CreatiFn an; re;eDGtiFn :annFt 9e ;iMFr:e; 9e:aLse 

:reatiFnds Gast	 Gresent an; =LtLre are all tie; tF Christ`that is tF saP that Christ is the :F


:reatFr as Nell as the re;eeDer F= the NFrl;� !e a:hieMes the re;eDGtiFn F= the NFrl; 9P 

9ein> F9e;ient tF the �ather thrFL>h the !FlP ,Girit� �P linBin> :reatiFn an; re;eDGtiFn	 

 LntFn releases the Christian ;F:trine F= :reatiFn =rFD the :reatiFn a::FLnt in  enesis	 

Nhere it is F=ten rather restri:tiMelP tie;� "nstea;	 he linBs it tF a trinitarian ;iMine a:tiFn in 

an; tFNar; :reatiFn	 Nhere in:arnatiFn 9e:FDes the :entral eGisF;e F= the  F;
NFrl; 

relatiFnshiG� �Fth a;MF:ates an; :riti:s F= sF:ial trinitarianisD	 as Nell as  LntFn	 a>ree that 

all talB a9FLt relatiFnalitP nee;s tF 9e >rFLn;e; in the in:arnatiFn F= the ,Fn sin:e in hiD is 

 F; reMeale; tF Ls� �s a resLlt	 =Fr  LntFn	 as it Nas =Fr DF;ern "n;ian Christian 

theFlF>ians	 Christ 9e:FDes the alin:hGinb in the Christian theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl;�1�	

-he =F:Ls Fn the in:arnatiFn GrFMi;es the BeP tF re:Fn:ilin> tNF :Fntrastin> stresses Ne haMe 

en:FLntere; in this GrFAe:t� the eDGhasis Fn the FntFlF>i:al :Fnne:tiFn 9etNeen  F; an; the 

Daterial NFrl; =FLn; in e:FtheFlF>ies	 e:F=eDinist	 �alit	 an; Ganentheisti: theFlF>ies	 an; 

the eDGhasis Fn FntFlF>i:al Ftherness in  LntFn an; earlP DF;ern "n;ian Christian thinBers� 

-hrFL>h in:arnatiFn	 Christ ;Fes nFt DerelP reGresent hFN  F; a:ts tFNar;s the Daterial 

NFrl;	 9Lt 9P 9e:FDin> Gart F= the Daterial NFrl;	 he esta9lishes an aFntFlF>i:al 

hFDF>eneitPb Nith his :reatiFn� "n:arnatiFn Deets the lFn>in> =Fr an FntFlF>i:al relatiFn 

1�� I take t<e image of ‘linc<Din’ from Toren and Tan, Humble Confidence, 11�.

1��

.2.2 ��� ��* �"$)�$�

-he =FllFNin> theDes =rFD  LntFnds theFlF>i:al thFL>ht are Garti:LlarlP Gertinent =Fr 

arti:Llatin> a theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; in the :FnteOt F= "n;ia� 

��&'r! &o &h� �ri!i&y

�irstlP	 it Nas F9serMe; that the :riti:s F= ,F:ial -rinitarianisD ;F nFt :ritiHLe the relatiFnalitP 

in the -rinitP Ger se 9Lt its FntFlF>i:al GriFritP FMer the hPGFstases	 its FDissiFn F= the o@>ia	 

an; the aD9i>LitP re>ar;in> the terD arelatiFnalitP�b -heP insist that the -rinitP Daintains 

hPGFstases an; FLsia in a LniHLe 9alan:e	 Nhi:h	 =Fr the saDe reasFn	 reDains the Gara>Fn 

=Fr hFl;in> the Fne an; DanP in 9alan:e� -his Deans Ne :an still eDGlFP  LntFnds 

Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP in this GrFAe:t Nhile >Lar;in> FLrselMes a>ainst the ;raN9a:Bs 

F= ,F:ial -rinitarianisD�  

+elatin>  LntFnds NFrB tF this GrFAe:t :an GrFMi;e iDGFrtant aMenLes =Fr inter:LltLral :rFss


GFllinatiFn in ;eMelFGin> the theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl;� !is eDGhasis Fn relatin> tNF 

sGheres 9P re:F>nisin> their aFthernessb :an :Frre:t the "n;ian ten;en:ies that F=ten ;issFlMe 

all aFthernessb Fr ren;er theD insi>ni=i:ant in the F:ean F= LnitP� -hese ten;en:ies :FllaGse

the ;i==eren:e 9etNeen sGirit an; Datter	 lea;in> the Daterial NFrl; tF 9e iD9Le; Nith 

;iMinitP	 an; Pet iDGerDanent an; GLrGFseless� �s Nas F9serMe; Ln;er the �alit MieNs Fn 

natLre	 the la:B F= the FntFlF>i:al ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen  F; an; the Daterial NFrl; F=ten lea;s 

tF the ;iMinisatiFn F= natLre an; eMentLallP tF the eOGlFitatiFn F= hLDans	 NhF are nFt 

en:FLra>e; tF stL;P it 9Lt tF NFrshiG it� ,iDilarlP	 Nhen the ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen hLDan an; 

nFn
hLDan :reatiFn	 Nhi:h is ne>Ftiate; 9P the iDa>e F=  F;	 is 9lLrre;	 it lea;s tF the 

ne>le:t F= the rFles >iMen tF 9Fth _ hLDans ;eMelFG GessiDisD that eDer>es =rFD their la:B 

F= a9ilitP tF interMene in natLre	 an; natLre =a:es aGathP 9P hLDans NhF are :alle; tF re;eeD 

it� 

!FNeMer	 Nhile  LntFnds relatiFn
in
Ftherness re:F>nises the ;i==eren:e 9etNeen the sGirit 

an; Datter	 this relatiFn is 9ase; Fn Nhat aFtherisesb theD rather than a :FDDFn >rFLn; that 

:an relate theD	 =Fr there seeDs tF 9e nF sL:h :FDDFn >rFLn;� (= :FLrse	  LntFn =in;s

Gatterns in the Daterial NFrl; that re=le:t the natLre F=  F;� !e sees relatiFnalitP	 =Fr 

instan:e	 as a re=le:tiFn F= the -rinitarian  F;� !FNeMer	 these Garallels ;F nFt sL>>est anP 

FntFlF>i:al :FntinLitP 9etNeen  F; an; the Daterial NFrl;� ,in:e relatiFnalitP in  LntFn is 



176 177

1��

C��
��� SI�

�� �!%�"!% "� I!&�$�'�&'$�� ����"�'� "! N�&'$�

-his stL;P 9e>an Nith the aiD F= :FnstrL:tin> a theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; that is 9Fth 

"n;ian an; >lF9al an; taBes s:ien:e an; reli>iFn as the =iel; F= its :FnMersatiFn� -F lF:ate 

sFDe theDes an; ;e9ates	 Ne eOaDine; at least three ;i==erent ;is:FLrses Fn natLre� 

interreli>iFLs	 li9eratiMe	 an; trinitarian� 

-he Gre:e;in> ;is:LssiFns haMe 9Fth 9rFa;ene; an; ;eeGene; the s:FGe F= FLr BnFNle;>e 

F= the theFlF>i:al :FnMersatiFns Fn the Daterial NFrl;� "t has 9rFa;ene; it in that Ne nFN 

BnFN a9FLt the ;is:LssiFns Fn the Daterial NFrl; in DFre than Fne :FnteOt� "t has ;eeGene; 

in that Ne nFN haMe a 9etter >rasG F= the :FnteOtLal realities that in=lLen:e ea:h ;is:FLrse� 

"n this :haGter	 " aiD tF Gla:e the three ;is:FLrses si;e 9P si;e an; initiate a sPsteDati: 

>atherin> F= sFDe :rL:ial threa;s� -his DFMe shFLl; a:hieMe at least three F9Ae:tiMes� 

�irstlP	 as Ne hi>hli>ht sFDe :FDDFn an; LniHLe	 a:BnFNle;>e; an; Lni;enti=ie; 

:FnMi:tiFns	 traits	 an; 9iases	 Ne DaP =Lrther F9serMe the :FnteOtLal ;iDensiFn F= the 

;ialF>Le Fn natLre� &P assLDGtiFn is that this Nill stren>then the :FnstrL:tiMist insi>ht that 

ea:h ;is:FLrse Fn natLre arises =rFD Nithin its :FnteOtLal >ri;� !FNeMer	 Ne DaP alsF 

en:FLnter theDes that :hallen>e the aGGrFa:h F= re;L:in> all ;ialF>Les tF :FnteOtLal 

=a:tFrs� ,e:Fn;lP	 Ne Nill inMesti>ate i= there are threa;s an; traits in these ;is:FLrses 

theDselMes that taBe theD 9ePFn; their :FnteOtLal >ri; an; GrFMi;e FGenin>s =Fr a :riti:al 

;ialF>Le 9etNeen ;iMerse MFi:es Fn natLre� -his shFLl; helG Ls >aL>e nFt FnlP Nhether 

inter:LltLral ;ialF>Le Fn natLre is GFssi9le 9Lt alsF Nhat is inMFlMe; in sL:h a ;ialF>Le� 

-hir;lP	 as a 9P
GrF;L:t	 an; sGe:i=i:allP =rFD the GersGe:tiMe F= Christian theFlF>P	 Ne 

Nill eOGlFre the :Fntri9LtiFn F= an inter:LltLral aGGrFa:h in 9rin>in> tF li>ht the asGe:ts F= 

Christian theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; that DaBes it >lF9allP releMant�  

�Fr nFN	 tF helG Ls MisLalise FLr =in;in>s	 " haMe sLDDarise; theD in the =FllFNin> ta9le�  

1�1

Nith  F; =FLn; in e:FtheFlF>ies	 e:F=eDinist	 �alit an; Ganentheisti: theFlF>ies	 Nhile 

Daintainin> FntFlF>i:al Ftherness 9etNeen  F; an; :reatiFn�  F; an; :reatiFn are nFt 

re;L:e; tF 9ein> Fne an; the saDe	 9Lt :reatiFn is shFNn its Gresent statLs an; its ;estinP� 

!FN ;Fes this tie in Nith Fther insi>hts eOGlFre; in this GrFAe:t	 an; Nhat this Deans =Fr the 

theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; is the sL9Ae:t F= FLr =inal :haGter�

C"!��'%�"!

" 9e>an this :haGter 9P ALsti=Pin> the GFssi9ilitP an; ;esira9ilitP F= 9rFa;enin> the 

inter:LltLral ;ialF>Le tF in:lL;e CFlin  LntFnds trinitarian theFlF>P in the =Fre>Fin> 

;is:FLrses Fn natLre�  LntFn GrFDise; a thir; GFssi9ilitP F= :Fn:eiMin> a  F;
NFrl; 

relatiFnshiG that aMFi;e; the Git=alls F= settin>  F; an; natLre tFF =ar =rFD ea:h Fther an;�Fr 

=Lsin> theD intF Fne Lni=ie; NhFle�  LntFnds relatiFnal theFlF>P F= natLre	 Nherein  F; an; 

natLre are =reelP relate; Fr relate; in Ftherness	 in;ee; GrFMi;es an interestin> thir; NaP that 

GreserMes 9Fth  F;ds Ftherness an; natLreds =ree;FD� �s relate; tF natLre	  F; is a9le tF 

=reelP NFrB Nithin it� !FNeMer	  LntFnds NFrB reDains eOGFse; tF the :riti:s F= ,F:ial 

-rinitarianisD NhF :har>e that the FntFlF>i:al GriFritP F==ere; tF relatiFnalitP in intra


trinitarian relatiFns AeFGar;ises Fr at least FMerlFFBs the Fneness F=  F;� &FreFMer	  LntFnds 

Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP as arelate;ness
in
Fthernessb hin;ers hiD =rFD nFti:in> the 

ahFDF>eneitPb that DaP Ln;er>ir; relatiFnalitP� �s a resLlt	 thFL>h  LntFn relates  F; an; 

the NFrl;	 the relatiFnshiG is 9ase; Fn the FntFlF>i:al ;i==eren:e 9etNeen the tNF� " =Lrther 

ar>Le; that Nhile  LntFnds stress Fn the FntFlF>i:al ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen  F; an; the Daterial 

NFrl; is helG=Ll	 his :Fntri9LtiFn :an 9e enhan:e; Nhen teDGere; Nith the stress Fn

FntFlF>i:al :Fnne:tiFn 9etNeen  F; an; the Daterial NFrl; as =FLn; in MariFLs 

e:FtheFlF>ies	 e:F=eDinist	 �alit an; )anentheisti: GersGe:tiMes� �n inter:LltLral ;ialF>Le 

that ;raNs insi>hts =rFD the earlier :haGters an; interla:es theD Nith  LntFnds thFL>hts is	 

there=Fre	 ;esire;� � theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; that eDer>es =rFD the :Fn=lLen:e F= these 

thFL>hts Nill 9e -rinitarian an; haMe in:arnatiFn at its :entre� 
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stL;P	 it Nas F9serMe; that the earlP re:eGtiFn F= DF;ern s:ien:e in "n;ia Nas lar>elP 

GFsitiMe	 >iMen the Gra:ti:al 9ene=its it GrFMi;e;� �Fr DanP DF;ern "n;ian elites	 natLral 

s:ien:e sPD9Flise; GrF>ress an; in=Lse; an FGtiDisti: MisiFn that the natiFn reHLire; 

;Lrin> the transitiFn tF "n;eGen;en:e an; iDDe;iatelP a=terNar;s� -he iDa>e F= s:ien:e 

as the li9eratFr F= the Dasses is DFst :learlP eOeDGli=ie; in +FPds Gre=eren:e =Fr a DF;ern

�n>lish
stPle :Flle>e that NFLl; tea:h DatheDati:s an; s:ien:e FMer a ,ansBrit seDinarP 

an; 'ehrLds MisiFn F= GrF>ress =Fr "n;eGen;ent "n;ia	 =FLn;e; Fn s:ien:e an; te:hnFlF>P� 

-here=Fre	 in the ;eMelFGDent ;is:FLrses	 en>a>eDent Nith s:ien:e reDaine; =F:Lse; Fn 

the Daterial 9ene=its an; e:FnFDi: eDGFNerDent it :an 9rin>� �arlP DF;ern "n;ian 

Christian thinBers theDselMes Nere nFt eOeDGt =rFD this FGtiDisD� -he AL9ilant 

:ele9ratiFn F= s:ien:e as a tFFl F= li9eratiFn F= the Dasses :FntinLes	 Garti:LlarlP as 

eOGlFre; in the NFrBs F= &eera 'an;a in this stL;P �ChaGter ��� -he Gra>Dati: aGGeal F= 

DF;ern s:ien:e :FntinLes ;esGite the MeheDent :riti:isD it has =a:e; re:entlP� -hese 

rea:tiFns rein=Fr:e the insi>hts F= the sF:iFlF>i:al aGGrFa:hes that s:ienti=i: BnFNle;>e 

stiDLlates Marie>ate; resGFnses ;eGen;in> Fn DPria;s F= :LltLral =a:tFrs	 in:lL;in> 

iDDe;iate nee;s an; Nants	 a;riori DetaGhPsi:al an; i;eFlF>i:al :FDDitDents	 

GressLres an; :rFss
GressLres	 GresLGGFsitiFns an; Gre;isGFsitiFns� 

36.6.6 �h� �ol� o� �o)�r �y!a i�%

)Fst:FlFnial analPsis has a;;e; a GFNer ;iDensiFn tF the list F= :LltLral =a:tFrs	 

Garti:LlarlP stressin> �LrF:entrisD in DF;ern s:ien:e an; its ;i==LsiFn in :FlFnies sL:h as 

"n;ia� "t has 9een shFNn that Lsin> s:ien:e as a tFFl F= GFNer
>ra99in> an; FGGressiFn 

:an lea; tF aDF;ernb s:ien:eds reAe:tiFn Fr s:a==Fl;in> F= the alF:alb s:ien:es as a tFFl tF 

:FLnter the a:FlFnialb s:ien:es� ,iDilarlP	 Ln;er the in=lLen:e F= GFNer ;PnaDi:s	 s:ien:e 

:an 9e MieNe; thrFL>h the 9inarP F= �ast
0est� "n sL:h a :FnteOt	 the aMersiFn tF s:ien:e 

eDer>es nFt FnlP =rFD the e:FlF>i:al haMF: it has NreaBe; Fn the seeDin>lP 9eni>n 

natLre an; the sGirit
Datter ri=t it GrFDLl>ates Fn the 9rFa;er :LltLre	 as is >enerallP the 

:ase in the 0est	 9Lt =rFD the MerP =Frei>nness F= DF;ern s:ien:e an; the ;estrL:tiFn it 

:aLses tF Fther BnFNle;>e sPsteDs F= the NFrl;�  

!FNeMer	 this resear:h F9serMe; that GFNer ;PnaDi:s DaP alsF sGarB interest in s:ien:e 

an; stiDLlate a =rLit=Ll en>a>eDent Nith it� -his is eMi;ent in seMeral 'eF
!in;L reli>iFLs 

thinBers an; s:ientists	 sL:h as #a>;ish Chan;ra �Fse	 NhF 9e>an his 9FFB 9P HLFtin> the 

1��

-he ta9le a9FMe GFints FLt that the three ;is:FLrses eOaDine; in this stL;P relate tF the 

sin>le HLestiFn� 0hat is the natLre F= natLre� !FNeMer	 theP Fri>inate arFLn; a sGe:i=i: 

:FnteOt an; are DFtiMate; 9P the GressLres an; nee;s F= that :FnteOt� -heP a>ree that 

haMin> a GrFGer DF;el F= the  F;
hLDan
natLre relatiFnshiG is =FLn;atiFnal tF 

Ln;erstan;in> an; arti:Llatin> the theFlF>P F= natLre� !FNeMer	 their sele:tiFn F= the 

DF;el is	 at least GartlP	 ;riMen 9P their FNn :FnteOtLal nee;s� �Lt ;F these :FnteOtLal 

asGe:ts F= these ;is:FLrses DaBe theD traGGe; Nithin their :FnteOt� "s a ;ialF>Le 9etNeen 

these ;is:FLrses GFssi9le an; i= sF	 Nhat ;Fes it lFFB liBe� .sin> this ta9le	 in the 

=FllFNin>	 " inMesti>ate the :FnteOtLal ;iDensiFn F= the ;ialF>Le Fn natLre Nhile alsF 

BeeGin> an ePe Fn the GFssi9ilities that ea:h ;is:FLrse FGens =Fr a =rLit=Ll ;ialF>Le Fn the 

Daterial NFrl;�  

/1*1 �%lt%ral �m�eddedness �� t�e �is��%rses3 S�ien�e in ��nte(t

"n re:ent ;e:a;es	 sF:iFlF>i:al aGGrFa:hes tF natLral s:ien:e haMe reMeale; hFN sF:ial 

realities shaGe the traAe:tFrP F= s:ien:e an; hFN sF:ial an; :LltLral :FDGleOities F= a 

:FnteOt :an >enerate an aD9i>LFLs relatiFnshiG Nith s:ien:e� "n the initial :haGter F= this 

1 In t<e context of t<is researc<, I use t<e term Yclassical t<eismZ to Darticularly refer to t<e 6elief t<at God is a
necessary 6eing and creation is distinct from <im and is contingent uDon <im.
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theP :an a:hieMe 9P Ltilisin> DF;ern s:ienti=i: BnFNle;>e a9FLt natLre� "n this sense	 

�alit MFi:es Fn natLre reDain heterF>eneFLs an; :FDGleOi=P the GFliti:isatiFn F= natLre�   

)FNer ;PnaDi:s �as Nell as Fther :FnteOtLal GressLres� GlaP a :rL:ial rFle in the NaP 

;i==erent interlF:LtFrs =Fre>rFLn; their :Fn:erns a9FLt en>a>in> Nith natLral s:ien:es� "n 

sL:h a :FnteOt	 the ;e:isiMe HLestiFn in the s:ien:e
reli>iFn :FnMersatiFn is aNhFse 

s:ien:e	 NhFse reli>iFn�b -his HLestiFn is nFt GFse; here	 as it is F=ten ;Fne in the 

0estern :FnteOt	� tF eOGFse the sin>Llar Ln;erstan;in> F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn as 0estern 

an; Christian :ate>Fries an; tF eDGhasise the nee; =Fr 9ein> in:lLsiMe F= ;iMerse 

eOGerien:es	 9Lt rather tF stress the GFNer ;iDensiFn _ the HLestiFn 9ein>	 aNhether the 

:ate>Fries F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn 9ein> eDGlFPe; in the :FnMersatiFn are thFse F= the 

GFNer=Ll Fr the GFNerless�b

&FMin> 9ePFn; the :FnteOt F= "n;ia	  LntFnds trinitarian theFlF>P F= natLre is alsF 

in=lLen:e; 9P GFNer ;PnaDi:s	 9Lt F= a ;i==erent sFrt� "t is sitLate; in a :FnteOt Nhere the 

;LalisD that Ln;erGins 0estern sF:ietP Dani=ests itsel= in the =ra>DentatiFn F= ;i==erent 

Bin;s	 sL:h as the Ni;esGrea; FGGFsitiFn 9etNeen s:ien:e an; Christian theFlF>P� -he 

;LalisD is =Lelle; an; GerGetLate; 9P the a;MF:ates F= the :Fn=li:t DF;el that ;e:lare 

s:ien:e as a sFLr:e F= li9eratiFn =rFD the sLGerstitiFn F= reli>iFn� �Fr theD	 the histFri:al 

traAe:tFrP F= DF;ern s:ien:e >reN FLt F= a re9elliFn a>ainst the GFNer F= reli>iFn� 

there=Fre	 a ;ialF>Le 9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn is =rFNne; LGFn� "n the :FnteDGFrarP 

:FnteOt	 hFNeMer	 Christian en>a>eDent Nith natLral s:ien:e is F=ten DFtiMate; 9P the 

;esire tF resist sL:h narratiMes that =Lrther Ni;en the >Ll= 9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn an; 

Dar>inalise the Christian theFlF>i:al :Fntri9LtiFns tF s:ien:es in Garti:Llar an; sF:ietP in 

>eneral� 

-hLs	 as this 9rie= analPsis in;i:ates	 GFNer strL:tLres 9Fth restri:t an; GrFMi;e the iDGetLs 

=Fr a =rLit=Ll en>a>eDent Nith s:ien:e	 there9P shaGin> its traAe:tFrP� -his GFst:FlFnial 

insi>ht intF GFNer ;PnaDi:s is :riti:al tF ;eMelFGin> a GersGe:tiMe Fn s:ien:e� !FNeMer	 tF 

taBe a :Pni:al MieN an; Gla:e the s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;is:FLrse eO:lLsiMelP in the GFNer 

� Stuart Glennan, for examDle, uses t<e same Euestion as t<e title of <is article. �or <im, w<at is imDlied in t<is
Euestion is t<at science and religion are cultural D<enomena too diverse to 6e conceived as a unified 
worldview. Stuart Glennan, ‘W<ose Science and W<ose *eligion� *eflections on t<e *elations 6etween 
Scientific and *eligious Worldviews’, in $cience� (orldAieBs and �ducation, ed. %. *. %att<ews
(Dodrec<t: SDringer, 2009), 149–64.
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+i> /e;a an; ;e;i:ate; it a-F DP :FLntrPDen�b� -he ;esire tF 9eat the 0est at its FNn 

>aDe GrFMi;es an iDGetLs tF en>a>e Nith s:ien:e in the :FlFnial an; GFst:FlFnial 

enMirFnDent� ,iDilarlP	 =Fr 'eF
!in;L aGFlF>ists liMin> in the :FnteOt F= :FlFnialisD	 the 

GriDarP :Fn:ern tF en>a>e Nith s:ien:e is =Fr interreli>iFLs aGFlF>eti:s� �MFlLtiFnarP 

theFrP natLrallP 9e:FDes DFre than a neN BnFNle;>e a9FLt li=e =FrDs� it 9e:FDes a 

Deans tF :Fn=rFnt the :FlFniser�s reli>iFn an; tF tLrn the ta9les a>ainst thFse :riti:isin> 

Fneds reli>iFn� 

�t anFther leMel F= the GFNer >ri;	 Christian aGFlF>ists liMin> as a DinFritP reli>iFn an; 

;esirin> tF ;ialF>Le Nith the DaAFritP reli>iFn =in; the athis
NFrl;linessb F= DF;ern 

s:ien:e as an entrP GFint tF en>a>e Nith the aFther
NFrl;linessb F= �astern reli>iFns� 

0hat eDer>es is an enri:he; =iel; F= interreli>iFLs aGFlF>eti:s Nith Marie>ate; stresses	 

theDes	 an; DethF;FlF>ies� 

�t Pet anFther leMel	 �alits eDGlFP s:ien:e tF :arMe their Gla:e in the hierar:hP F= 

BnFNle;>e a>ainst the Fne theP are assi>ne; 9P 9irth	 Nhi:h has eO:lL;e; theD =rFD all 

aMenLes F= BnFNle;>e GrF;L:tiFn =Fr >eneratiFns� -heP ;F it either 9P staBin> a :laiD in 

the histFrP F= s:ienti=i: ;eMelFGDent Fr 9P eD9ra:in> DF;ern s:ienti=i: eGisteDFlF>P� 

-hLs	 it Nas F9serMe; �:haGter �� that the :aste strL:tLres are Daintaine; an; GerGetLate; 

9P the ;iMinisatiFn F= natLre� -he ;eDan; =Fr the FntFlF>i:al se>re>atiFn F= the ;iMine 

an; natLre is a rea:tiFn tF the narratiMes that :Fnstri:t the stL;P F= natLre tF its NFrshiG� 

,:ien:e is natLrallP Ger:eiMe; as an allP in aeOFr:isin>b natLre� -he eOGerien:e that 

natLre	 NheneMer in=Lse; Nith the sLGernatLral	 :an neMer 9e a sFLr:e F= li9eratiFn leans 

theD tFNar;s ;e=en;in> the sa:re;
se:Llar 9FLn;arP that is F=ten tie; tF the arriMal F= 

DF;ern s:ien:e itsel=� &F;ern s:ien:e is	 there=Fre	 ar>Le; tF 9e the aeGisteDFlF>P F= a 

c9rFBen GeFGle�db -his ;Fes nFt DaBe all �alit MFi:es eD9ra:e DF;ern s:ien:e� (ther 

MFi:es :FnstrL:t the 9inarP F= GFNer 9P Gla:in> the a9Lse F= DF;ern s:ien:e a>ainst the 

�alit
natLre sFli;aritP� -hLs	 �alits taBin> GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes :Fnsi;er DF;ernitP 

an; :FlFnialitP tF lie at the rFFt F= GFliti:isatiFn an; eOGlFitatiFn F= natLre� �>ainst this	 

Fther �alit thinBers ar>Le that 9P Gla:in> natLre Fn the aOis F= a GFNer strL>>le 9etNeen 

natiMes an; FLtsi;ers	 the GFst:FlFnial =raDeNFrB ;eGriMes �alits F= the Daterial Nel=are 

� Bose, #esponse in the �iAing and �on��iAing.
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-he :Fn:eGt F= ai;iFDb in relatiFn tF natLral s:ien:e Nas Lse; 9P &i:hael )FlanPi	 NhF 

eOGlains it as an ainterGretatiMe =raDeNFrBb that Fne in;Nells an; eDGlFPs tF en>a>e Nith 

neN BnFNle;>e�� -he :Fn:eGt re=ers tF a ran>e F= resFLr:es Fne GFssesses ;Le tF Fneds 

:LltLral eD9e;;e;ness	 Nhi:h ai;s Fne in relatin> tF the neN in=FrDatiFn in a :ertain NaP� 

-he NFr; ai;iFDb helGs :lari=P at least tNF thin>s� �irstlP	 it GFints tF the =a:t an; the 

GrF:ess F= Fneds :LltLral sitLate;ness� Fne is traine; tF >rasG :ertain BnFNle;>e Lsin> a 

:ertain >iMen lan>La>e an; tF :FDDLni:ate it tF Fthers 9P Lsin> that lan>La>e	 9P MirtLe F= 

9ein> :LltLrallP lF:ate; in a :ertain :FnteOt� ,e:Fn;lP	 it re=ers tF the =a:t that i;iFDs F=ten 

are nFt sel=
eOGlanatFrP tF thFse nFt traine; tF :FDDLni:ate in the saDe lan>La>e� "t taBes 

FGenness an; Gra:ti:e tF Ln;erstan; an; Lse the i;iFD F= the Fther�  (nlP in this liDite; 

sense ;Fes the nFtiFn F= ai;iFDb share a=aDilP reseD9lan:eb Nith 0itt>ensteinds :Fn:eGt 

F= alan>La>e >aDesb an; the :LltLral
lin>Listi: =raDeNFrB F=  eFr>e %in;9e:B� &P aiD in 

eDGlFPin> the nFtiFn F= ai;iFDb here is tF Garti:LlarlP eOGlFre the entan>leDent F= the 

DetaGhPsi:al =raDeNFrB in Nhi:h Fne is eD9e;;e; an; its in=lLen:e Fn the re:eGtiFn F= 

neN BnFNle;>e��

(Lr interlF:LtFrs =in; the ;is:LssiFn a9FLt the i;iFDs :rL:ial 9e:aLse	 Nhile iDGresse; 

Nith the a:hieMeDents F= natLral s:ien:es	 theP hFl; that natLral s:ien:es are liDite; in 

their ansNers tF the Bin; F= HLestiFns hLDan 9ein>s =a:e� -his Nas Gre:iselP Fne F= the 

:entral ar>LDents F= DF;ern DFMeDents sL:h as 'eF
/e;mnta an; -heFsFGhP _ that 

DF;ern s:ien:e F= the a&aterialisti: 0estb is nFt sL==i:ient tF satis=P the sGiritLal lFn>in> 

F= a hLDan sFLl	 Nhi:h :an 9e Det FnlP 9P tLrnin> tF the a,GiritLal �ast	b an; reDains an 

in=lLential trFGe Nithin inter:LltLral aGGrFa:hes tF s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;is:LssiFn in 

GFst:FlFnial "n;ia� 

�Lrther	 as :LltLral :FnstrL:tiMist :riti:s F= DF;ern s:ien:e haMe shFNn	 natLral s:ien:es 

:annFt FGerate in a ta-@la ra>a 9Lt ;eGen; LGFn a =ertile sF:iF
:LltLral lan;s:aGe tF 

=lFLrish� �Fr Fne	 s:ientists theDselMes are eD9e;;e; in a lar>er sF:ietP	 9rin>in> their 

GersFnal histFrP	 eOGerien:es	 lan>La>e an; interGretiMe =raDeNFrBs tF the la9� &FreFMer	 

9elie=s a9FLt natLre an; attitL;es tFNar;s DanLal la9FLr alsF GlaP their rFle in the

;eMelFGDent F= s:ien:e� ,iDilarlP	 histFri:al stL;ies in;i:ate that theFlF>i:al reMisiFns an; 

� %ic<ael Polanyi, !ersonal �noBledge: ToBards a !ost�Critical !hilosophy (London: *outledge � Keagan 
Paul, 19��), 4�,10�.

� �or t<e same reason, I use t<e words YmetaD<ysical frameworks,Z YidiomZ and Yreligious idiomZ synonymously 
from <ere onwards.
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>ri; ren;ers the en>a>eDent a sheer GlaP F= GFNers	 in Nhi:h 9Fth s:ien:e an; reli>iFn 

9e:FDe Dere tFFls tF either sLstain GFNer Fr :hallen>e it� 

�Lt is en>a>eDent Nith DF;ern s:ien:e all a9FLt GFNer� -his stL;P rather in;i:ates that 

;esGite the asPDDetri:al GFNer relatiFns in all ;is:FLrses	 all the interlF:LtFrs theDselMes 

hFl; their MieNs Fn DF;ern s:ien:e tF 9e DFre than GrF;L:ts F= Dere GFNer GressLres� -his 

in:lL;es the GFst:FlFnialists	 tFF	 NhF	 althFL>h ri>htlP eOGFsin> the GFNer ;iDensiFns in 

;iMerse ;is:FLrses	 F=ten =Fr>et tF Gla:e their FNn MieNs Nithin the GFNer >ri;	 =Fr theP ;F 

nFt hFl; their FNn 9elie=s tF 9e eDer>in> =rFD sheer GFNer GressLres� &FreFMer	 as this 

resear:h has ar>Le; earlier	 :Fnsi;erin> all en>a>eDent Nith DF;ern s:ien:e as ;riMen 9P 

GFNer DFti=s is tF haMe a sBeNe; MisiFn F= the FtherNise ;iMerse histFrP F= s:ien:e an; 

reli>iFn relatiFns �:haGter ��� "n a;;itiFn	 Fne DaP NFn;er i= the hi>h MalLe attri9Lte; tF 

DF;ern s:ien:e is itsel= alsF a resLlt F= Dere GFNer GressLres� "n =a:t	 the ea>erness Nith 

Nhi:h the interlF:LtFrs aGGrFa:h s:ien:e seeDs tF in;i:ate that the aGGeal F= s:ien:e lies in 

its Gra:ti:al Lse=Llness	 Nhi:h is =Lrther 9ase; Fn s:ien:eds a9ilitP tF ;is:lFse the inherent 

strL:tLres F= natLre� %iBe s:ientists	 theP eOGe:t natLral s:ien:e tF GrFMi;e a trLth=Ll Gi:tLre 

F= hFN the NFrl; a:tLallP is� -he GFst:FlFnial :riti:s are	 there=Fre	 FnlP GartiallP :Frre:t in 

their insi>ht :Fn:ernin> the in=lLen:e F= GFNer ;PnaDi:s 9e:aLse	 as the ;is:FLrses in this 

resear:h sL>>est	 Fneds aGGrFa:h tF s:ienti=i: BnFNle;>e ;eGen;s LGFn a hFst F= =a:tFrs	 

in:lL;in> GFNer	 9Lt nFt liDite; tF it� ";eFlF>i:al :FDDitDents	 DetaGhPsi:al =raDeNFrBs	 

Gra>Dati: nee;s	 :LltLral GresLGGFsitiFns	 GersFnal Gre;isGFsitiFns	 the a9ilitP F= natLral 

s:ien:e tF reMeal trLth a9FLt natLre an; Fther BnFNn an; LnBnFNn GressLres an; :rFss


GressLres all GlaP their rFle in hFN s:ien:e is aGGrFa:he;� 

-his reHLires a :lFser relFFB at the =Fre>Fne ;is:FLrses an; inHLirin> Nhat	 =Fr FLr 

interlF:LtFrs theDselMes	 are sFDe F= the DFst ;e:isiMe GressLres that stiDLlate their 

en>a>eDent Nith Fr ;isen>a>eDent =rFD s:ien:e� 

36.6/6 �h� �ol� o� 	�io %

-he interlF:LtFrs en>a>e; in this resear:h are :FnMin:e; that	 ;esGite their aGGeal an; 

Gra:ti:al Lse=Llness	 natLral s:ien:es theDselMes nee; a 9rFa;er :Fn:eGtLal =raDeNFrB Fr a 

a:FDGrehensiMe i;iFDb in Nhi:h theP DLst 9e sitLate;� 
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DetaGhPsi:al =raDeNFrB in Nhi:h Fne is eD9e;;e; an; its in=lLen:e Fn the re:eGtiFn F= 

neN BnFNle;>e��

(Lr interlF:LtFrs =in; the ;is:LssiFn a9FLt the i;iFDs :rL:ial 9e:aLse	 Nhile iDGresse; 

Nith the a:hieMeDents F= natLral s:ien:es	 theP hFl; that natLral s:ien:es are liDite; in 

their ansNers tF the Bin; F= HLestiFns hLDan 9ein>s =a:e� -his Nas Gre:iselP Fne F= the 

:entral ar>LDents F= DF;ern DFMeDents sL:h as 'eF
/e;mnta an; -heFsFGhP _ that 

DF;ern s:ien:e F= the a&aterialisti: 0estb is nFt sL==i:ient tF satis=P the sGiritLal lFn>in> 

F= a hLDan sFLl	 Nhi:h :an 9e Det FnlP 9P tLrnin> tF the a,GiritLal �ast	b an; reDains an 

in=lLential trFGe Nithin inter:LltLral aGGrFa:hes tF s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;is:LssiFn in 

GFst:FlFnial "n;ia� 

�Lrther	 as :LltLral :FnstrL:tiMist :riti:s F= DF;ern s:ien:e haMe shFNn	 natLral s:ien:es 

:annFt FGerate in a ta-@la ra>a 9Lt ;eGen; LGFn a =ertile sF:iF
:LltLral lan;s:aGe tF 

=lFLrish� �Fr Fne	 s:ientists theDselMes are eD9e;;e; in a lar>er sF:ietP	 9rin>in> their 
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� %ic<ael Polanyi, !ersonal �noBledge: ToBards a !ost�Critical !hilosophy (London: *outledge � Keagan 
Paul, 19��), 4�,10�.

� �or t<e same reason, I use t<e words YmetaD<ysical frameworks,Z YidiomZ and Yreligious idiomZ synonymously 
from <ere onwards.
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36.6/6 �h� �ol� o� 	�io %
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insGire; 9P e:FtheFlF>ies DistaBenlP lLDG DF;ernitPds sa:re;
se:Llar ;iMi;e an; 

�0estern� Christian theFlF>Pds triGartite an; hierar:hi:al arran>eDent F=  F;
hLDan


natLre as tNin eOGressiFns F= a ;Lalisti: NaP F= thinBin> that lea;s tF FtherisatiFn an; 

;FDinatiFn F= natLre� "n the li9eratiMe ;is:FLrse	 MFi:es =rFD e:FtheFlF>ies an; 

e:F=eDinist theFlF>ies ri>htlP stress the Gi:tLre F= a relatiFnal LniMerse tF :ritiHLe the 

FGGressiFn inherent in the ;Lalisti: =raDeNFrB esGFLse; 9P DF;ern s:ien:e that sets 9Fth 

 F; an; hLDans a>ainst natLre� 

CFnteDGFrarP �alit MFi:es Fn s:ien:e	 hFNeMer	 GFint tF the =a:t that e:FtheFlF>ians an; 

e:F=eDinist thinBers are FnlP GartlP :Frre:t	 =Fr the resGFnse tF the  F;
natLre ;iMi;e is nFt 

tF F9literate 9FLn;aries 9etNeen the tNF	 =Fr a steG in that ;ire:tiFn DerelP eDGFNers the 

FGGressiMe =Fr:es that in=Lse natLre Nith reli>iFLs Deanin>s� 'an;a	 there=Fre	 hFl;s 

hFlisD	 ;riMen 9P natiFnalist an; GFst
:FlFnial narratiMes	 resGFnsi9le =Fr the rise in 

GseL;F
s:ienti=i: Gra:ti:es in the :FnteDGFrarP "n;ian :FnteOt� &F;ern "n;ian Christian 

thinBers sL:h as �eManan;an	 Chan;ran an; -hFDas :FnstantlP >Lar; theDselMes a>ainst 

the :FnseHLen:es F= lLDGin>  F; an; natLre tF>ether tFF :lFselP as in DFnisD	 =Fr that 

lea;s tF the ne>le:t F= the Daterial NFrl; an; the a9sen:e F= a :Fn:rete ethi:al resGFnse tF 

its Nell9ein>� �lthFL>h their la:B F= aNareness F= the re:ent GFstDF;ern
GFst:FlFnial 

:riti:s F= ;LalisD	 DF;ern "n;ian Christian thinBers Nere :lear that an alternatiMe =aLltP 

Ln;erstan;in> F=  F;
hLDan
natLre relatiFnalitP :an 9e as harD=Ll as ;LalisD i= nFt DFre� 

 LntFn a>rees Nith these DF;ern "n;ian Christian thinBers that DFnisD is neither healthP 

=Fr s:ien:e nFr =Fr hLDan ;eMelFGDent� �LrtherDFre	 he alsF shFNs >reater aNareness F= 

the Git=alls F= DF;ernitP an; :Fnten;s that a 9etter Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP that 

aMFi;s the Git=alls F= 9Fth !era:litLs an; )arDeni;es nee;s tF 9e :reatiMelP arti:Llate;� 

!FNeMer	 Nhen it :FDes tF sFlMin> the :rises F= ;LalisD Fr hFlisD	 all :riti:s F= ;LalitP 

GFsit their FNn MieN F= Nhat a aGrFGerb a::FLnt F=  F;
hLDan
natLre interrelatiFnalitP 

shFLl; entail	 a MieN that theP hFl; a ;riori tF 9e trLe sF as tF 9e a9le tF :ritiHLe Fther 

:Fn:eGtiFns F= relatiFnalitP� -hLs	 althFL>h nearlP all FLr interlF:LtFrs :ite s:ienti=i: 

;is:FMeries tF ar>Le =Fr the relatiFnal MieN F= the LniMerse	 a ran>e F= ;i==erent ansNers 

aGGear Nhen inHLire; a9FLt hFN this arelatiFnalitPb is tF 9e Ln;erstFF;� �Fr �;Maiti: 

thinBers	 it GFints tF the Fneness F= Datter an; sGirit Nhere the Daterial relates tF the 

iDDaterial as a teDGFrarP GhenFDenFn� the sear:h =Fr relatiFnalitP in natLre >Li;es the 

enMirFnDentalists	 e:F=eDinists	 e:FtheFlF>ians an; GrF:ess theFlF>ians tF the DetaGhFrs 
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sF:ial :han>es Nent han;
in
han; tF sGarB the eDer>en:e F= the natLral s:ien:es�	�ll FLr 

interlF:LtFrs	 there=Fre	 stea;=astlP hFl; that natLral s:ien:es theDselMes nee; tF 9e =irDlP 

Gre;i:ate; LGFn a lar>er :Fn:eGtLal =raDeNFrB i= theP are tF trLlP =lFLrish	 an; that it is 

their =raDeNFrB that ri>htlP =a:ilitates the ha9itatiFn F= natLral s:ien:es� "t is alsF =rFD 

Nithin this :FDGrehensiMe i;iFD that theP en>a>e Nith the =in;in>s F= natLral s:ien:e� 

-here=Fre	 en>a>eDent Nith natLral s:ien:e	 =Fr theD	 is essentiallP a ;ialF>Le a9FLt 

:Fn:eGtLal =raDeNFrBs Fr i;iFDs that the interlF:LtFrs 9elieMe tF haMe the GFtential tF 

sLstain natLral s:ien:e itsel=� �Lt Nhat are these i;iFDs an; hFN ;F theP in=FrD an; shaGe 

Fneds Ln;erstan;in> F= the relatiFnshiG 9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn reHLires =Lrther 

eOGlanatiFn� 

(ne F9serMatiFn that stan;s FLt in the GreMiFLs interlF:LtFrs is the eOGli:it Fr iDGli:it 9elie= 

F= all interlF:LtFrs that the :Fn:eGtiFn F= relatiFnalitP 9etNeen  F;
hLDan
natLre is 

;e:isiMe tF anP ;is:LssiFn Fn natLre an; has ;ire:t :FnseHLen:es =Fr hFN hLDan an; nFn


hLDan =lFLrishin> is enMisiFne;� -his :Fn:eGtiFn is ;eriMe; =rFD an i;iFD Nhere a 

Garti:Llar Ln;erstan;in> F=  F;
hLDan
natLre relatiFnalitP NFrBs as a a>iMen�b -he 

HLestiFn F= natLral s:ien:e aGGears FnlP as a se:Fn;arP :Fn:ern an; is a::Fr;in>lP tra:e; 

9a:B tF this DFre =Ln;aDental strL:tLre� -his is NhP en>a>eDent Nith s:ienti=i: insi>hts	 

as Nell as the Gla:e F= natLral s:ien:e itsel=	 is ne>Ftiate; Mia the MisiFn F=  F;
hLDan


natLre relatiFnalitP GrFMi;e; 9P the i;iFD� 

-hLs	 Fne si>ni=i:ant trFGe that eDer>es in these :FnMersatiFns is the GerGetLal :ritiHLe F= 

the ;LalisDs that Gla:e  F; an; natLre an; hLDans an; natLre a>ainst ea:h Fther� �;Maiti: 

intelle:tLals	 GFst
:FlFnial :riti:s F= DF;ernitP	 e:F�e:F=eDinist��alit theFlF>ians an; 

 LntFn all reGriDan; DF;ernitPds ;LalisDs� -heP are NarP F= s:ienti=i: ;F>DatisD that 

GrFDFtes ;rP ratiFnalisD	 re;L:tiFnisD	 s:ientisD an; theFlF>i:al ;LalisD that ;riMes tFF 

;eeG a Ne;>e 9etNeen  F;	 hLDans	 an; natLre� (Geratin> in a GFst:FlFnial DilieL	 

�;Maiti: thinBers	 GFstDF;ernist an; GFst:FlFnial :riti:s F= DF;ernitP an; �alit 

theFlF>ians	 there=Fre	 =all 9a:B Fn �astern an; :FnteOtLal NaPs F= reasFnin> an; liMin> 

that ;F nFt re:F>nise sL:h :lear
:Lt 9FLn;aries 9etNeen  F;	 hLDans	 an; natLre an; 

GrFDFte a hFlisti: attitL;e tF li=e� "n a;;itiFn	 �;Maiti: :riti:s an; Christian theFlF>ians 

� "aki, $aAior of $cience� Peter Harrison, ‘Science and SeculariNation’, Intellectual History #eAieB 2�, no. 1 
("anuary 201�): 1� %angalwadi, The �oo6 That Made )our (orld.
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("anuary 201�): 1� %angalwadi, The �oo6 That Made )our (orld.



186 187

1��

&FreFMer	 i;iFDs alsF ;i:tate hFN the neN BnFNle;>e F==ere; 9P natLral s:ien:e :an 9e 

re:eiMe;	 interGrete;	 an; assiDilate; tF rein=Fr:e the 9asi: strL:tLre F= the i;iFD an; =Lrther 

GFsit it as a :FDGetent NhFle tF ansNer the DFst =Ln;aDental HLestiFns F= li=e� -he saDe 

BnFNle;>e is later Lse; tF en>a>e Nith s:ien:e� � tPGi:al eOaDGle F= this is /iMeBanan;a	 

NhF en>a>es Nith eMFlLtiFn =rFD Nithin an i;iFD that is 9ase; Fn a :P:li: MieN F= tiDe 9Lt 

alsF :Fnsi;ers an eMFlLtiFnarP Ln;erstan;in> F= natLre tF 9e a==irDin> the saDe :P:li: MieN� 

-F taBe anFther eOaDGle	 seMeral s:ientists	 in:lL;in> ,:hrZ;in>er	 are ;raNn tFNar;s 

�;Maita ;Le tF the inter:Fnne:tiMitP F= the LniMerse GFstLlate; 9P HLantLD =in;in>s� -heP 

alsF eDGlFP �;Maita tF interGret the HLantLD realitP theP haMe en:FLntere;�  LntFn an; 

)FlBin>hFrne	 Fn the Fther han;	 interGret HLantLD relate;ness as GFintin> tF the -rinitarian 

:Fn:eGtiFn F= realitP as Nell as =in; the interrelate;ness F= the LniMerse GFintin> tF the intra


-rinitarian relatiFnalitP�  

)FlanPi =in;s sL:h a a:ir:LlaritPb in aGGrFa:hin> s:ienti=i: BnFNle;>e :FDDFn an; eOGlains 

it as 

:FnMin:in> GFNer GFssesse; 9P the interGretatiFn F= anP Garti:Llar neN tFGi: 
in terDs F= sL:h a :Fn:eGtLal =raDeNFrB is 9ase; Fn Gast aGGli:atiFns F= the 
saDe =raDeNFrB tF a >reat nLD9er F= Fther tFGi:s nFt nFN Ln;er 
:Fnsi;eratiFn	 Nhile i= anP F= these Fther tFGi:s Nere HLestiFne; nFN	 their 
interGretatiFn in its tLrn NFLl; siDilarlP relP =Fr sLGGFrt Fn the interGretatiFn 
F= all the Fthers��

-hLs	 tF reGeat the eOaDGle	 the 'eF
!in;L eDGhasis Fn the :P:li: MieN F= tiDe an; its 

relatiFn tF eMFlLtiFn is rFFte; in Fther :Fn:erns� �::Fr;in>lP	 'eF
!in;L thinBers	 

Garti:LlarlP +a;haBrishnan	 =in; the 9asis =Fr the :P:li: LniMerse nFt in s:ien:e itsel= 9Lt in 

the theFrP F= BarDa	 Nhi:h	 tF theD	 GrFMi;es a trLstNFrthP sFlLtiFn tF the GrF9leDs F= 

inALsti:e in the NFrl;� -he en>a>eDent Nith s:ien:e haGGens Fn:e a>ain =rFD Nithin an 

i;iFD� 

-he ;e:isiMe rFle F= i;iFD :an 9e state; Lsin> )FlanPids MalLa9le insi>ht Fn:e a>ain	 a(Lr 

DFst ;eeGlP in>raine; :FnMi:tiFns are ;eterDine; 9P the i;iFD in Nhi:h Ne interGret FLr 

eOGerien:e an; in terDs F= Nhi:h Ne ere:t FLr arti:Llate sPsteDs�b�-his stL;P :Fn=irDs the 

)FlanPian analPsis that the s:FGe	 GLrGFse an; liDitatiFn F= natLral s:ien:es an; the natLre 

F= FLr intera:tiFn Nith theD are GrF=FLn;lP shaGe; 9P the :FDGrehensiMe i;iFD FLr 

	 Polanyi, !ersonal �noBledge, 2�9.

 Polanyi, !ersonal �noBledge, 2��.
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F= a :lFser FntFlF>i:al 9Fn; 9etNeen  F;	 hLDans an; natLre� Nhile =Fr  LntFn	 

relatiFnalitP in natLre GFints tF the -rinitarian relatiFnalitP in Nhi:h  F; an; :reatiFn are 

9Fth relate; an; ;istin:t� �Men 'an;ads Gra>Dati: aGGeal tF GLsh  F; FLt F= natLre 

;iMLl>es her GresLGGFsitiFn :Fn:ernin> hFN  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiGs shFLl; 9e :Fn:eiMe;� 

-hese a::FLnts F= a aGrFGerb relatiFnalitP in FLr interlF:LtFrs eDer>e =rFD the i;iFD Fr the 

interGretatiMe =raDeNFrB theP hFl; tF 9e trLe an; DFre =Ln;aDental tF Fther :Fn:erns� 

-hLs	 HLestiFns sL:h as	 a0hat is natLre�b	 a0hP inMesti>ate natLre�b a!FN ;Fes Fne 

en>a>e Nith natLre�b eO:ite interest aDFn> the interlF:LtFrs� -heP hFl; theD as 

=Ln;aDental =Fr the ;eMelFGDent F= natLral s:ien:es 9Lt alsF 9elieMe that natLral s:ien:es 

theDselMes :annFt ansNer these HLestiFns� -here=Fre	 theP tLrn tF their FNn i;iFDs	 Nhi:h 

GrFMi;e theD Nith ela9Frate; theFries a9FLt natLre`its Gast	 Gresent	 an; =LtLre	 the Gla:e 

F= hLDans in natLre	 an; natLreds relatiFnshiG tF  F;`all NFMen tF>ether as a =a9ri:� 

-hese threa;s are =Lrther relate; tF Fther :Fn:erns	 sFDe F= Nhi:h are taBen tF 9e Grin:iGal 

threa;s in the =a9ri: F= the i;iFD� -hLs	 =Fr instan:e	 the Dain threa; in the li9eratiMe 

;is:FLrse is the theDe F= the eDan:iGatiFn F= the GFNerless	 Nhile Fther threa;s`sL:h as 

the relatiFnalitP F= the LniMerse`relate tF it FnlP as se:Fn;arP 9e:aLse natLre is GriDarilP 

en>a>e; thrFL>h the lens F= li9eratiFn DFti=� 

!FNeMer	 these are nFt the GersGe:tiMes that the interlF:LtFrs hFl; =rFD FLtsi;e in a 

;iseD9F;ie; Danner� (Lr interlF:LtFrs rather ain;Nellb theD	 =Fr as sF:iallP lF:ate; 9ein>s	

theP alsF inherit an; are in:Ll:ate; intF theD	 as in an i;iFD� "n this sense	 an i;iFD is 

siDilar tF Nhat  eFr>e %in;9e:B :alls a a:LltLral
lin>Listi: =raDeNFrB�b
 ";iFDs eOer:ise 

treDen;FLs GFNer Fn thFse NhF in;Nell theD an; hFN theP aGGrFa:h natLral s:ien:es an; 

thLs shaGe s:ien:e
reli>iFn ;is:FLrse in a sGe:i=i: NaP� -hLs	 althFL>h inter:Fnne:tiMitP an; 

ase:LlaritPb F= the LniMerse are 9Fth s:ienti=i:	 in the sense that the =FrDer is a s:ienti=i: 

:Fn:lLsiFn Mia HLantLD De:hani:s an; the latter a GreDise =Fr s:ien:e tF taBe F==	 'eF


!in;L �;Maiti: thinBers FnlP leMera>e its inter:Fnne:tiMitP Nhile thinBers sL:h as 'an;a	 its 

ase:LlaritPb�  LntFn	 Fn the Fther han;	 Lses 9Fth	 9Lt =Fr a ;i==erent GLrGFse� ase:LlaritPb 

Fr an FntFlF>i:al ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen  F; an; the NFrl;	 as Nell as inter:Fnne:tiMitP in the 

NFrl;	 are 9Fth reHLire; tF esta9lish arelatiFn
in
Ftherness�b 

� George Lind6eck DroDoses to view religion as a cultural	linguistic framework, as a D<enomenon around w<ic< 
life is organised and exDeriences are interDreted. George A Lind6eck, The �ature of �octrine: #eligion and 
Theology in a !ostliberal Age (Louisville, K1: Westminster "o<n Knox Press, 19�4), 32–41.
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-he three ;is:FLrses Ln;ertaBen in this stL;P in;i:ate seMeral reasFns NhP the interlF:LtFrs 

thinB ;ialF>Le 9etNeen ;i==erent i;iFDs an; s:ien:e is 9Fth GFssi9le an; ;esira9le� 

36/6.6 �h� �pp�al o� ��i�!��

-he =a:t that reli>iFn an; natLral s:ien:es FGerate in the saDe NFrl;	 =rFD Nithin Nhi:h 

theP alsF DaBe :laiDs a9FLt this NFrl;	 DaBes the ;ialF>Le 9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn 

ineMita9le� !FNeMer	 FLr interlF:LtFrs en>a>e Nith DF;ern s:ien:e alsF =Fr ;i==erent 

reasFns an; GLrGFses� �s Nas F9serMe;	 the initial aNe F= s:ien:e	 aDFn> 9Fth the elites 

an; the Dasses aliBe	 Nas ;Le tF the GFssi9ilitP F= its aGGli:atiFns =Fr Daterial >ain an; tF 

trans=FrD their liMes� -heir ;esire :FLl; haMe 9een ;riMen 9P iDitatin> the :FlFniser	 

Gra:ti:al Lse=Llness an; DL:h DFre� !FNeMer	 re>ar;less F= the GFNer asPDDetries an; 

strFn> DetaGhPsi:al :FnMi:tiFns	 =Fr DFst interlF:LtFrs	 the lLre F= natLral s:ien:e lies in 

natLral s:ien:e itsel=� 

,:ien:eds re:eGtiMitP aDFn> all interlF:LtFrs reMeals the :LriFsitP that s:ien:e itsel= raises 

aDFn> reli>iFLs thinBers� .n;erlPin> this :LriFsitP an; enthLsiasD tF en>a>e Nith s:ien:e is 

an iDGli:it 9elie= that natLral s:ien:e has F==ere; a Nin;FN intF the natLre F= realitP	 the 

;eGi:tiFn F= natLre as it is� -his is NhP the interlF:LtFrs :an	 NithFLt hesitatiFn	 :all LGFn 

s:ien:eds aLthFritP tF sFlMe the :rises F= trLth en>en;ere; 9P the DLltiGli:itP F= :Fntra;i:tFrP 

eOGlanatiFns a9FLt a natLral GhenFDenFn Fr settle interreli>iFLs ;isGLtes� -heP taBe the 

aLthFritP F= s:ien:e =Fr >rante; as theP GFsit their i;iFD in the GL9li: arena as Mia9le 

alternatiMes� "n the interreli>iFLs ;is:FLrse	 =Fr instan:e	 9Fth 'eF
!in;L an; Christian 

thinBers :Fn=i;entlP eDGlFP s:ienti=i: insi>hts =Fr aGFlF>eti: GLrGFses� 0hile harnessin> the 

GFNer F= the laN F= therDF;PnaDi:s an; the eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP tF a;Man:e their aGFlF>eti: 

>Fals	 seMeral 'eF
!in;L thinBers a::eGt the statLs F= the eMFlLtiFnarP theFries as 9ein> a 

s:ienti=i: theFrP an;	 there=Fre	 a trLstNFrthP a::FLnt F= natLreds Gattern� �Fr the :riti:s F= 

�;Maita	 natLral s:ien:es	 Nith their a9ilitP tF eOGlain natLre	 haMe 9rFL>ht tF attentiFn the 

intri:a:ies F= the Daterial NFrl; an;	 =Fr the saDe reasFn	 reGL;iate; the illLsFrP NFrl;MieN 

F= �;Maita� Christian thinBers =in; the 9asis F= the a==irDatiFn F= the Daterial NFrl; in their 

FNn NFrl;MieN	 DFre Gre:iselP in the in:arnatiFn F= #esLs Christ� !istFrP =Fr theD is nFt 

FnlP real 9Lt	 =Fr the saDe reasFn	 alsF GLrGFse=Ll� Criti:s F= the ;LalisD in s:ien:e	 seen in 

all three ;is:FLrses	 sL:h as GrFGFnents F= /e;i: s:ien:e	 e:F an; e:F=eDinist theFlF>ians	 as 

1��

interlF:LtFrs in;Nell	 Nhi:h eOGlains tF theD Nhat natLre is an; hFN Fne is tF relate tF it	 

eMen thrFL>h natLral s:ien:e� -his Fn:e a>ain ;eDFnstrates that the ;ialF>Le Fn i;iFDs 

Ln;erGins an; is ;eterDinatiMe in ;eMelFGin> Fneds aGGrFa:h tF natLral s:ien:e an; 

:FnseHLentlP tF s:ien:e
reli>iFn ;ialF>Le� "t is natLral	 then	 that all the intelle:tLals 

:FnsLlte; in this stL;P	 intentiFnallP Fr FtherNise	 re>LlarlP DFMe 9ePFn; the 9FLn;aries F= 

their eOGertise an; enter intF ;eeGer ;is:LssiFns a9FLt hFN  F;	 hLDans an; natLre intera:t 

Fr shFLl; intera:t� 

-hese F9serMatiFns =Lrther :lari=P the :LltLral eD9e;;e;ness F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn 

;is:FLrse 9P hi>hli>htin> the si>ni=i:ant rFle F= GFNer ;PnaDi:s an; reli>iFLs i;iFDs in 

aGGrFa:hin> natLral s:ien:es� !FNeMer	 theP alsF lea; tF sFDe neN HLestiFns that DLst 9e 

ansNere; here�  

 iMen that i;iFDs eOer:ise sL:h a :FDGrehensiMe >riG Fn Fneds aGGrFa:h tF s:ien:e	 are FLr 

interlF:LtFrs =FreMer traGGe; Nithin their FNn i;iFDs� Can natLral s:ien:e 9rin> anPthin> 

neN tF their i;iFDs� "= nFt	 is it eMen NFrth ;ialF>Lin> Fn the natLre F= natLre� (ne FGtiFn 

DFMin> =Lrther is tF re>ar; all these i;iFDs as ;i==erent an; eHLallP Mali; aGGrFa:hes tF 

realitP	 as the reli>iFLs GlLralisD DF;el in interreli>iFLs stL;ies GrFGFses� -his NFLl; then 

Dean	 as &arB !eiD interestin>lP ;es:ri9es	 tF thinB F= the interlF:LtFrs as a=a:e; Nith a 

nLD9er F= ;i==erent ti:Bets �train	 9Fat	 Glane	 9Ls�	 ea:h Nith ;istin:tiMe DaGs an; 

itineraries atta:he;�b1� "n this :ase	 the GLrGFse F= ;ialF>Le	 9e it interreli>iFLs	 inter:LltLral 

Fr 9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn	 is tF =Fster DLtLal enri:hDent� -his aGGrFa:h has its 

9ene=its� &FreFMer	 it seeDs >enerFLs an; sLits the GFstDF;ern DFF;	 esGe:iallP i= serMe; 

Nith a Gra>Dati: =laMFLr	 Nhere all are en:FLra>e; tF DerelP e:le:ti:allP sele:t Nhat seeDs

releMant an; helG=Ll in sFlMin> the GrF9leDs F= Fneds FNn :FnteOt an; leaMe the rest� �Lt 

;Fes sL:h a MieN a::LratelP reGresent the GersGe:tiMe F= the interlF:LtFrs :FnsLlte; in this 

stL;P� (n the :FntrarP	 the ;es:riGtiFn F= ea:h ;is:FLrse in;i:ates that the interlF:LtFrs are 

hi>hlP DFtiMate; tF en>a>e in ;ialF>Le Nith 9Fth s:ien:e an; Fther i;iFDs� �Lt Nhat 

DFtiMates theD tF ;F sF�

1� Heim, $alAations, 219.
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-he =a:t that reli>iFn an; natLral s:ien:es FGerate in the saDe NFrl;	 =rFD Nithin Nhi:h 

theP alsF DaBe :laiDs a9FLt this NFrl;	 DaBes the ;ialF>Le 9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn 

ineMita9le� !FNeMer	 FLr interlF:LtFrs en>a>e Nith DF;ern s:ien:e alsF =Fr ;i==erent 

reasFns an; GLrGFses� �s Nas F9serMe;	 the initial aNe F= s:ien:e	 aDFn> 9Fth the elites 

an; the Dasses aliBe	 Nas ;Le tF the GFssi9ilitP F= its aGGli:atiFns =Fr Daterial >ain an; tF 

trans=FrD their liMes� -heir ;esire :FLl; haMe 9een ;riMen 9P iDitatin> the :FlFniser	 

Gra:ti:al Lse=Llness an; DL:h DFre� !FNeMer	 re>ar;less F= the GFNer asPDDetries an; 

strFn> DetaGhPsi:al :FnMi:tiFns	 =Fr DFst interlF:LtFrs	 the lLre F= natLral s:ien:e lies in 

natLral s:ien:e itsel=� 

,:ien:eds re:eGtiMitP aDFn> all interlF:LtFrs reMeals the :LriFsitP that s:ien:e itsel= raises 

aDFn> reli>iFLs thinBers� .n;erlPin> this :LriFsitP an; enthLsiasD tF en>a>e Nith s:ien:e is 

an iDGli:it 9elie= that natLral s:ien:e has F==ere; a Nin;FN intF the natLre F= realitP	 the 

;eGi:tiFn F= natLre as it is� -his is NhP the interlF:LtFrs :an	 NithFLt hesitatiFn	 :all LGFn 

s:ien:eds aLthFritP tF sFlMe the :rises F= trLth en>en;ere; 9P the DLltiGli:itP F= :Fntra;i:tFrP 

eOGlanatiFns a9FLt a natLral GhenFDenFn Fr settle interreli>iFLs ;isGLtes� -heP taBe the 

aLthFritP F= s:ien:e =Fr >rante; as theP GFsit their i;iFD in the GL9li: arena as Mia9le 

alternatiMes� "n the interreli>iFLs ;is:FLrse	 =Fr instan:e	 9Fth 'eF
!in;L an; Christian 

thinBers :Fn=i;entlP eDGlFP s:ienti=i: insi>hts =Fr aGFlF>eti: GLrGFses� 0hile harnessin> the 

GFNer F= the laN F= therDF;PnaDi:s an; the eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP tF a;Man:e their aGFlF>eti: 

>Fals	 seMeral 'eF
!in;L thinBers a::eGt the statLs F= the eMFlLtiFnarP theFries as 9ein> a 

s:ienti=i: theFrP an;	 there=Fre	 a trLstNFrthP a::FLnt F= natLreds Gattern� �Fr the :riti:s F= 

�;Maita	 natLral s:ien:es	 Nith their a9ilitP tF eOGlain natLre	 haMe 9rFL>ht tF attentiFn the 

intri:a:ies F= the Daterial NFrl; an;	 =Fr the saDe reasFn	 reGL;iate; the illLsFrP NFrl;MieN 

F= �;Maita� Christian thinBers =in; the 9asis F= the a==irDatiFn F= the Daterial NFrl; in their 

FNn NFrl;MieN	 DFre Gre:iselP in the in:arnatiFn F= #esLs Christ� !istFrP =Fr theD is nFt 
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interlF:LtFrs in;Nell	 Nhi:h eOGlains tF theD Nhat natLre is an; hFN Fne is tF relate tF it	 
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Ln;erGins an; is ;eterDinatiMe in ;eMelFGin> Fneds aGGrFa:h tF natLral s:ien:e an; 

:FnseHLentlP tF s:ien:e
reli>iFn ;ialF>Le� "t is natLral	 then	 that all the intelle:tLals 

:FnsLlte; in this stL;P	 intentiFnallP Fr FtherNise	 re>LlarlP DFMe 9ePFn; the 9FLn;aries F= 

their eOGertise an; enter intF ;eeGer ;is:LssiFns a9FLt hFN  F;	 hLDans an; natLre intera:t 

Fr shFLl; intera:t� 

-hese F9serMatiFns =Lrther :lari=P the :LltLral eD9e;;e;ness F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn 

;is:FLrse 9P hi>hli>htin> the si>ni=i:ant rFle F= GFNer ;PnaDi:s an; reli>iFLs i;iFDs in 

aGGrFa:hin> natLral s:ien:es� !FNeMer	 theP alsF lea; tF sFDe neN HLestiFns that DLst 9e 

ansNere; here�  

 iMen that i;iFDs eOer:ise sL:h a :FDGrehensiMe >riG Fn Fneds aGGrFa:h tF s:ien:e	 are FLr 
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itineraries atta:he;�b1� "n this :ase	 the GLrGFse F= ;ialF>Le	 9e it interreli>iFLs	 inter:LltLral 

Fr 9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn	 is tF =Fster DLtLal enri:hDent� -his aGGrFa:h has its 
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1� Heim, $alAations, 219.
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F= :Fheren:e reHLires that it has a lF>i:al strL:tLre an; =its Nith Fther ;ata	 Nhereas the 

:FrresGFn;en:e :riteriFn reHLires that it DLst 9e a>rFLn;e; in real NFrl;�b -his is 9e:aLse 

theFries aare a::FLnta9le tF the realitP theP GLrGFrt tF reGresent�b11 -he aLthFritP F= natLre 

itsel= is sF ;e:isiMe that it is the :Fre reHLireDent =Fr anP hPGFthesis tF 9e :Fnsi;ere; 

seriFLslP� -hLs	 he =Lrther saPs	 

"t is Ger=e:tlP GFssi9le tF GFstLlate an internallP :Fnsistent sPsteD Nhi:h has 
nF a;eHLate >rFLn;in> in realitP� -F 9e taBen seriFLslP	 a theFrP DLst resFnate 
Nith Nhat DaP 9e F9serMe;	 an; 9e internallP :Fnsistent�1�

-his :FDDitDent tF the aLthFritP F= natLre itsel= is ;e:isiMe =Fr natLral s:ien:es tF 

=Ln:tiFn an; GrF>ress� 0hile s:ienti=i: theFries	 liBe trLth :laiDs	 Di>ht haMe 9een 

:FnstrL:te; Ln;er :LltLral GressLres an; GersFnal in:linatiFns	 it is the :Fre reHLireDent 

=Fr anP theFrP tF 9e :FDDensLrate Nith realitP	 =Fr	 as &aarten �FL;rP GLts it	 athe 

NFrl; FLt there ;Fes nFt :are DL:h a9FLt FLr intLitiFns an; ;esires���b1� -here=Fre	 

s:ientists are F9li>ate; tF GriFritise natLre in their inMesti>atiFn� 

&FreFMer	 s:ientists are :FnMin:e; that thrFL>h s:ienti=i: inMesti>atiFn	 theP haMe 

Ln:FMere; natLre itsel= hFNeMer astaine;b are their s:ienti=i: theFries 9P their :LltLral 

lF:ate;ness� -his :FnMi:tiFn is F=ten sF strFn> that the s:ienti=i: :Fn:lLsiFn a9FLt natLre 

=reHLentlP in=lLen:es their MieN F=  F; an; their reli>iFLs Gra:ti:es� -hLs	 )hiliG 

ClaPtFn	 haMin> interMieNe; siOteen s:ientists a9FLt their sGiritLal HLest	 nFtes a 

:FDDFn :Fn:ern aDFn> theD� a9ein> reli>iFLs :an neMer 9e GLrsLe; at the eOGense F= 

hi>h
HLalitP s:ien:e� it :an neMer Dean i>nFrin> the 9est F= Nhat hLDans BnFN a9FLt 

the natLral NFrl;�b1�

-hLs	 all interlF:LtFrs :FnsLlte; in this stL;P a>ree	 hFNeMer ta:itlP	 that 9ePFn; its 

Gra>Dati: MalLe an; :FnteOtLal GressLres	 DF;ern s:ien:e is an aLthFritatiMe enterGrise in 

GrFMi;in> trLth=Ll an; trLstNFrthP in=FrDatiFn a9FLt the natLral NFrl;� -here=Fre	 a 

:riti:al en>a>eDent Nith it is	 =Fr 9etter	 ;esira9le an; =rLit=Ll	 Fr =Fr NFrse	 LnaMFi;a9le� 

11 %cGrat<, #eality, 2:1�.
1� %cGrat<, #eality, 2:1�.
1� %aarten Boudry, Stefaan Blancke, and %assimo Pigliucci, ‘W<at %akes Weird Beliefs T<rive� T<e 

�Didemiology of Pseudoscience,’ !hilosophical !sychology 2�, no. � (201�): 1193.
1� P<illiD Clayton, $cience and the $piritual "uest: �eB �ssays by �eading $cientists (London: *outledge,

2002), 2��.

1��

Nell as  LntFn	 LnHLestiFna9lP eDGlFP the insi>hts F= natLral s:ien:es	 DFst nFta9lP 

:Fn:ernin> the relatiFnalitP in the LniMerse� -heP a>ree that DF;ern s:ien:e has reMeale; a 

NFrl; that is ;eeGlP inter:Fnne:te;	 Nhere the ;LalisD F= sGirit an; Datter has :FllaGse;	 an; 

that sL:h a Gi:tLre F= the LniMerse is trLstNFrthP an;	 there=Fre	 ;eDan;s a :han>e in FLr 

GreMiFLs 9elie=s a9FLt the natLral NFrl;� �Fr Gra>Dati: thinBers sL:h as 'an;a	 s:ien:e is nFt 

DerelP li9eratin> 9Lt eMen hFl;s the =la> F= a trLth
9earer� s:ien:e	 LnliBe reli>iFn	 li9erates 

9e:aLse it F==ers trLth� 0hateMer the :riteriFn	 reli>iFn shFLl; en>a>e an; re:BFn Nith 

s:ien:e	 =Fr the la:B F= sL:h a ;is:LssiFn HLi:BlP lea;s tF the 9Lr>eFnin> F= GseL;Fs:ien:es� 

"n the trinitarian ;is:FLrses Fn natLre	 that F=  LntFn	 as Nell as that F= &FltDann	 

)annen9er>	 an; )FlBin>hFrne	 a :riti:al ;ialF>Le 9etNeen s:ien:e an; theFlF>P is reHLire; 

9e:aLse s:ien:e is a Gartner in seeBin> the trLth a9FLt realitP� -heP a>ree that natLral s:ien:es 

eOGFse trLths a9FLt the natLral NFrl; that :an 9e i>nFre; FnlP at the :Fst F= hLDan Geril� 

-hLs	 althFL>h ;i==erent reasFns an; GLrGFses ;rFMe the en>a>eDent F= interlF:LtFrs 

:FnsLlte; in this GrFAe:t	 the aGGeal F= natLral s:ien:es alsF steDs =rFD the =a:t that 

s:ien:e NFrBs	 in;i:atin> its trLstNFrthiness in GFstLlatin> theFries a9FLt natLre� "t 

reMeals the Gatterns F= natLre that F==er a trLstNFrthP Gi:tLre F= natLre that :annFt 9e 

FMerlFFBe; in the ;is:FLrse Fn natLre�  

,:ientists theDselMes alsF re:F>nise the aLthFritP F= natLral s:ien:es tF rest Fn their a9ilitP 

tF F9serMe an; Gre;i:t Gatterns in the NFrl; an; :Fnsi;er it their NFrB tF GrF;L:e relia9le 

BnFNle;>e a9FLt the NFrl; 9P inMesti>atin> these Gatterns� -his a9ilitP F= natLral s:ien:es	 

theP hFl;	 is a resLlt F= s:ienti=i: DethF;FlF>P that >iMes eGisteDFlF>i:al GriFritP tF the 

sL9Ae:t Ln;er inMesti>atiFn� 0e hinte; at this ;iDensiFn F= s:ienti=i: DethF;FlF>P in FLr 

se:tiFn Fn :riti:al realisD	 Nhi:h Ne haMe a;FGte; in this resear:h tentatiMelP �ChaGter 1�� 

-he :riti:al realist aGGrFa:h is F=ten :Fnteste; 9P eOtreDe =FrDs F= GFstDF;ernisD an; 

GFst:FlFnialisD that re;L:e all :FnMersatiFn a9FLt the arealb tF the resLlt F= :LltLral 

GFsitiFnalitP an; GFNer ;PnaDi:s� 0e haMe alrea;P GFinte; FLt that neither FLr 

interlF:LtFrs nFr the GFstDF;ern�GFst:FlFnial :riti:s theDselMes 9elieMe their MieNs tF 9e 

the :FnseHLen:es F= GFNer strL>>les� !FNeMer	 Nhen it :FDes tF s:ienti=i: enterGrise	 this 

eOtreDe GFstDF;ern�GFst:FlFnial :Fn:lLsiFn has GrFMe; tF 9e Garti:LlarlP iDGlaLsi9le�  

�lister &: rath GFints FLt hFN s:ienti=i: theFries a9FLt the natLral NFrl; :annFt siDGlP 9e 

a :FnseHLen:e F= GFNer issLes� !e eOGlains that natLral s:ien:es eDGlFP tNF :riteria =Fr 

anP theFrP tF 9e :Fnsi;ere; s:ienti=i:	 naDelP :Fheren:e an; :FrresGFn;en:e� -he :riteriFn 
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-he LniMersal intent inherent in eMerP :laiD F= BnFNle;>e DaBes ;ialF>Le nFt FnlP 

GFssi9le 9Lt alsF sin:ere� -he interlF:LtFrs :FnsLlte; here ;F nFt a>ree that their MieNs are 

FnlP >FF; =Fr theDselMes� -F the :FntrarP	 theP GrFGFse their i;iFDs Nith LniMersal intent	 

Nith :Fn=i;en:e an; as a Deta
narratiMe� -hLs	 =Fr instan:e	 'an;a hFl;s her :FnMi:tiFn F= 

a sa:re;
se:Llar ;iMi;e as a trans
:LltLral trLth	 althFL>h she ar>Les =Fr it =rFD the �alit 

GFint F= MieN� ,iDilarlP	 'eF
!in;L thinBers GrFGFse their Ln;erstan;in> F= the  F;
NFrl; 

relatiFnshiG as a Gana:ea tF GrF9leDs =a:in> the 0est�

�Lrther	 as )FlanPi FGines in his GreMiFLs HLFte	 the LniMersal intent :FDes =rFD Fneds 

:FnMi:tiFn F= haMin> 9een in a:Fnta:t Nith realitP�b 'F interlF:LtFrs hFl; that their i;iFDs 

a9FLt  F;
hLDan
natLre relatiFnalitP are :LltLrallP :FnstrL:te;� "n GFstLlatin> their theFrP 

F= relatiFnalitP as LniMersallP Mali;	 the interlF:LtFrs	 Nhether 'eF
!in;L �;Maiti:	 DF;ern 

"n;ian Christian	 �alit Fr -rinitarian	 all 9elieMe that theP haMe >Ft hFl; F= realitP as it is 

an; that their eOGlanatiFns :Fn:ernin> it are trLth=Ll tF the natLre F= realitP	 ALst as theP 

9elieMe that s:ien:e GrFMi;es a::Lrate ;eGi:tiFns F= realitP� 

-he LniMersal intent inherent in their :laiDs =Lrther in;i:ates that theP see Fther :laiDs alsF 

as haMin> a LniMersal intent	 Nhi:h natLrallP lea;s theD tF en>a>e in ;ialF>Le Nith theD� 
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(Lr interlF:LtFrs alsF 9elieMe that the a9ilitP F= s:ien:e tF GrFMi;e trLe an; trLstNFrthP 

;eGi:tiFns F= natLre Deans that theP :an :reate	 Nhat �eManan;an :alls a;iMer>en:eb in the 

i;iFDs� �eManan;an Lses the terD in the :FnteOt F= interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le tF re=er tF a neN 

BnFNle;>e Fr eOGerien:e that DaP raise HLestiFns :Fn:ernin> the a;eHLa:P an; sL==i:ien:P F= 

an i;iFD that Fne in;Nells�  

�Fr Fne	 in :Fnsi;erin> natLral s:ien:es as a trLstNFrthP enterGrise an; in en>a>in> Nith 

theD	 all i;iFDs are alsF reHLire; tF :FnstantlP :lari=P their GFsitiFn a9FLt the Daterial NFrl; 

itsel=� -his is 9e:aLse there is alNaPs a GFssi9ilitP that the natLral s:ien:es DaP Ln:FMer 

sFDethin> neN a9FLt natLre that DaP :hallen>e the iDGli:it 9elie=s a9FLt natLre 

Ln;erGinnin> an i;iFD Fne in;Nells�  

-he eGisF;e F= interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le analPse; in this stL;P in;i:ates that thFse inMFlMe; in 

it are F=ten :FnMin:e; an; DFtiMate; 9P the aNareness that natLral s:ien:e has :aLse; a 

;iMer>en:e in the i;iFD F= the Fther� -here=Fre	 FLr interlF:LtFrs ;F nFt DerelP shFN the 
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(Lr interlF:LtFrs alsF Daintain that =ar =rFD 9ein> :Fnstri:tiMe	 their i;iFD a9FLt hFN  F;	 

hLDans	 an; natLre interrelate has a LniMersal si>ni=i:an:e =Fr the =lFLrishin> F= natLral 

s:ien:es an; hLDan an; nFn
hLDan li=e� -his :FnMi:tiFn DFtiMates theD tF en>a>e Nith 

natLral s:ien:es an; Fthers hFl;in> a ;i==erent i;iFD a9FLt  F;
hLDan
natLre 

interrelatiFnalitP�  

-he :laiD F= LniMersal intent :ertainlP >Fes a>ainst the GFst:FlFnial i;eas	 Nhi:h sLsGe:t 

all narratiMes that DaBe LniMersal :laiDs� "n an earlier :haGter F= this stL;P	 Ne F9serMe; 

that :FnteOts sL:h as that F= "n;ia reMeal that GFstDF;ern
GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes 

theDselMes :an iDGli:itlP F==er a LniMersalise; Deta
narratiMe that :FLl; 9e as he>eDFni: 

as the Fnes theP :ritiHLe� �esi;es	 the interlF:LtFrs in this stL;P are in;ee; ;riMen 9P the 

:FnMi:tiFn that their i;iFD has a LniMersal aGGli:atiFn an; that thFse hFl;in> Fther i;iFDs 

shFLl; a:HLire it i= theP are tF DaBe GrFGer sense F= realitP� 

�Fr )FlanPi	 hFNeMer	 tF :laiD LniMersal si>ni=i:an:e =Fr an i;iFD is natLral� �ll :laiDs tF 

BnFNle;>e	 a::Fr;in> tF hiD	 haMe a GersFnal GFle an; a LniMersal GFle 9e:aLse

�P trPin> tF saP sFDethin> that is trLe a9FLt a realitP tF 9e eOistin> 
in;eGen;entlP F= FLr BnFNin> it	 all assertiFns F= =a:t ne:essarilP :arrP 
@niAer>al intent�  @r clai8 to >;ea6 o1 realitD >erAe> th@> a> the external 
anchorin2 o1 o@r co88it8ent in 8a6in2 a 1act@al >tate8ent�1�

�>ain	 he saPs	 

�nP GresLDe; :Fnta:t Nith realitP ineMita9lP :laiDs LniMersalitP� "= "	 le=t 
alFne in the NFrl;	 an; BnFNin> DPsel= tF 9e alFne	 shFLl; 9elieMe in a =a:t	 " 
NFLl; still :laiD LniMersal a::eGtan:e =Fr it�1	

�Lrther	 sin:e all a:ts F= BnFNin> inMFlMe :FDDitDent	 Fne :annFt :FDDit tF their 9elie=s 

NithFLt hFl;in> that theP haMe a LniMersal si>ni=i:an:e�1
 -his is as trLe F= reli>iFLs 

eOtreDists as F= :LltLral relatiMists� -he HLestiFn	 there=Fre	 is nFt Nhether there shFLl; 9e 

DetanarratiMes 9Lt Nhi:h DetanarratiMe	 =irst F= all	 DaBes sense F= realitP an;	 se:Fn;lP	 is 

li=e
>iMin>�   

1� Polanyi, !ersonal �noBledge, 311. Italics original.
1� Polanyi, !ersonal �noBledge, 313.
1� Polanyi, !ersonal �noBledge, 303–4.
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1� Polanyi, !ersonal �noBledge, 311. Italics original.
1� Polanyi, !ersonal �noBledge, 313.
1� Polanyi, !ersonal �noBledge, 303–4.
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a9ilitP tF F9serMe a ;iMer>en:e :FLl; 9e a;Manta>eFLs in =Fsterin> ;ialF>Le 9etNeen reli>iFLs 

i;iFDs�  

�ePFn; the aLthFritP F= s:ien:e an; its a9ilitP tF :reate ;iMer>en:e	 all interlF:LtFrs alsF 

9elieMe that the neN BnFNle;>e	 Nhether thrFL>h natLral s:ien:e Fr Fther Deans	 9rin>s Nith 

it the GFssi9ilitP F= :FnMersiFn� 

-his stL;P has nFt :ite; instan:es F= reli>iFLs :FnMersiFn sF =ar	 althFL>h it Nas Gassin>lP 

DentiFne; that seMeral DF;ern "n;ian Christian thinBers	 in:lL;in> �anerAea	  Freh	 an; 

.Ga;hPaPa	 ;i; eOGerien:e a hL>e shi=t in their =aith :FnMi:tiFns� �lthFL>h :FnMersiFn is 

nFt a Lni;ire:tiFnal GrF:ess	 nFr is it 9ase; Fn s:ienti=i: eMi;en:e alFne	 instan:es F= 

:FnMersiFn sL>>est that natLral s:ien:e has its rFle in :FnMersiFn� 

� >FF; eOaDGle is ,P  arte	 a resear:h 9iF:heDist NhF 9e>an as an anti
theist an; 

:FnMerte; tF ChristianitP Mia the =in;in>s F= natLral s:ien:es�1� eFr>e ,L;arshan	 an 

"n;ian s:ientist	 Fn the Fther han;	 =in;s the "n;ian tra;itiFns that Lnite  F; an; the NFrl; 

DFre satis=Pin> than his Christian =aith	 Nhi:h Gla:es  F; aFLt thereb�1�-hese :FnMersiFn 

stFries F= s:ientists theDselMes sL>>est that thFL>h in;iMi;Lals in;Nell the i;iFD	 theP are 

nFt iDGrisFne; 9P it�� 9Lt hFl; the GFtential tF rise 9ePFn; it�

(ne :an :ertainlP GFint tF ;i==erent DFtiMatiFns an; GressLres in these :FnMersiFn stFries� 

0hateMer the reasFn =Fr the :FnMersiFn	 at least =Fr the :FnMertee	 it seeDs tF steD =rFD the 

;esire tF haMe a >reater >rasG F= realitP� (n:e a>ain	 )FlanPi GLts it aGtlP Nhen he saPs	 

a-he DF;i=i:atiFn F= FLr intelle:tLal i;entitP is entere; LGFn in the hFGe F= there9P 

a:hieMin> :lFser :Fnta:t Nith realitP� 0e taBe a GlLn>e FnlP in Fr;er tF >ain a =irDer 

=FFthFl;�b�1

1	 Sy Garte, The (or6s of His Hands: A $cientistLs �ourney from Atheism to Faith (Grand *aDids, %ic<igan:
Kregel Pu6lications, 2019). �or similar stories of t<e conversion of several scientists, see *o6ert "ames
Berry, ed., True $cientists� True Faith (Oxford: %onarc< Books, 2014).

1
 P<iliD Clayton, ‘George Sudars<an: Interview 6y P<iliD Clayton’, in $cience and the $piritual "uest: �eB
�ssays by �eading $cientists, ed. *o6ert "o<n *ussell, P<iliD Clayton, and Kirk Wegter	%c&elly (London:
*outledge, 2002), 243.

�� Toren, Christian Apologetics, 26, �4.
�1 Polanyi, !ersonal �noBledge, 106.
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:FDDensLra9ilitP F= their reli>iFLs i;iFD Nith natLral s:ien:es 9Lt	 in the saDe 9reath	 alsF 

GFint FLt the in:FDDensLra9ilitP F= Fther i;iFDs� -his DaBes interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le an; 

aGFlF>eti:s GFssi9le� 

!FNeMer	 it is GFssi9le that thFse in;Nellin> an i;iFD DaP nFt re:F>nise the a;iMer>en:eb 

that natLral s:ien:e DaP :reate in their FNn i;iFD� "t reHLires an FGenness tF Fther reli>iFLs 

i;iFDs an; a :FntinLFLs eO:han>e F= i;eas tF nFti:e the a;iMer>en:eb in Fneds i;iFD� -hLs	 

Nhile /iMeBanan;a atteDGte; tF esta9lish the :P:li: natLre F= natLre thrFL>h eMFlLtiFn	 

�eManan;an :FLl; see the =LtilitP that a :P:li: NFrl;MieN :an en>en;er� %iBeNise	 

/iMeBanan;a saN eMFlLtiFn as a ;iMer>en:e in ChristianitPds Ln;erstan;in> F= natLre as a 

:lFse; sPsteD intF Nhi:h  F; ha; tF interMene =rFD the FLtsi;e� 

"n this sense	 interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le is analF>FLs tF the s:ienti=i: enterGrise	 ALst as 

�eManan;ands nFtiFn F= a;iMer>en:eb is aBin tF -hFDas $Lhnds nFtiFn F= canFDalPd in 

natLral s:ien:es� �::Fr;in> tF $Lhn	 anFDalies are ;i==i:Llt tF ;is:ern 9e:aLse s:ientists 

NFrB Nithin the Gara;i>D theP are Gasse; Fn an; are eD9e;;e; in� "t taBes the Nei>ht F= 

anFDalies a::LDLlate; FMer a GeriF; that DaP lea; tF a aGara;i>D shi=tb that :han>es 

=Ln;aDental assLDGtiFns :Fnsi;ere; c>iMend Nithin an i;iFD� �Fr 'eF
!in;L thinBers	 =Fr 

instan:e	 creatio ex nihilo Nas a ;iMer>en:e that nee;e; tF >F	 Nhereas	 =Fr seMeral "n;ian 

Christian thinBers	 the neN stress Fn the Deanin>=Llness F= histFrP in the 'eF
!in;L 

DFMeDent Nas a aGara;i>D shi=tb�  

(ne DaP alsF :FDGletelP tLrn aNaP =rFD the neN BnFNle;>e GrFMi;e; 9P s:ienti=i: theFries	 

:itin> Fther GFtential areas F= :Fn=li:t 9etNeen s:ienti=i: BnFNle;>e an; their reli>iFLs i;iFD	 

lea;in> tF ;iMerse rea:tiFns tF the saDe s:ienti=i: theFrP	 sL:h as eMFlLtiFn� �Fr instan:e	 

Nhile /iMeBanan;a Nas hi>hlP GFsitiMe in en>a>in> Nith eMFlLtiFn	 9Fth �aPanan;a 

,arasNati an; �haBtiMe;anta )ra9hLGa;a :FDGletelP reAe:te; it ;Le tF their stress Fn 

:reatiFnisD an; the DerelP Daterialisti: eOGlanatiFn F= eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP� "n;ian Christian 

�rahDa9an;ha9 .Ga;hPaPa	 liBeNise	 reAe:te; it Fn the 9asis that it Nas nFt :FDDensLrate 

Nith the ;F:trine F= the iDa>e F=  F;� 

"t is nFt ;i==i:Llt tF nFti:e here that the a;iMer>en:eb shFNn 9P a ;ialF>Le Gartner in an 

interreli>iFLs settin> is an F9serMatiFn Da;e =rFD Nithin a ;i==erent i;iFD� -here=Fre	 it DaP 

Fr DaP nFt 9e taBen as a a;iMer>en:eb 9P the Fne in;Nellin> it� instea;	 Fther resFLr:es :an 

9e harnesse; tF shFN that it is DerelP DisLn;erstFF; as sL:h� �ar =rFD 9ein> a ;raN9a:B	 the 
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:FnMerte; tF ChristianitP Mia the =in;in>s F= natLral s:ien:es�1� eFr>e ,L;arshan	 an 

"n;ian s:ientist	 Fn the Fther han;	 =in;s the "n;ian tra;itiFns that Lnite  F; an; the NFrl; 

DFre satis=Pin> than his Christian =aith	 Nhi:h Gla:es  F; aFLt thereb�1�-hese :FnMersiFn 

stFries F= s:ientists theDselMes sL>>est that thFL>h in;iMi;Lals in;Nell the i;iFD	 theP are 

nFt iDGrisFne; 9P it�� 9Lt hFl; the GFtential tF rise 9ePFn; it�

(ne :an :ertainlP GFint tF ;i==erent DFtiMatiFns an; GressLres in these :FnMersiFn stFries� 

0hateMer the reasFn =Fr the :FnMersiFn	 at least =Fr the :FnMertee	 it seeDs tF steD =rFD the 

;esire tF haMe a >reater >rasG F= realitP� (n:e a>ain	 )FlanPi GLts it aGtlP Nhen he saPs	 

a-he DF;i=i:atiFn F= FLr intelle:tLal i;entitP is entere; LGFn in the hFGe F= there9P 

a:hieMin> :lFser :Fnta:t Nith realitP� 0e taBe a GlLn>e FnlP in Fr;er tF >ain a =irDer 

=FFthFl;�b�1

1	 Sy Garte, The (or6s of His Hands: A $cientistLs �ourney from Atheism to Faith (Grand *aDids, %ic<igan:
Kregel Pu6lications, 2019). �or similar stories of t<e conversion of several scientists, see *o6ert "ames
Berry, ed., True $cientists� True Faith (Oxford: %onarc< Books, 2014).

1
 P<iliD Clayton, ‘George Sudars<an: Interview 6y P<iliD Clayton’, in $cience and the $piritual "uest: �eB
�ssays by �eading $cientists, ed. *o6ert "o<n *ussell, P<iliD Clayton, and Kirk Wegter	%c&elly (London:
*outledge, 2002), 243.

�� Toren, Christian Apologetics, 26, �4.
�1 Polanyi, !ersonal �noBledge, 106.
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:FDDensLra9ilitP F= their reli>iFLs i;iFD Nith natLral s:ien:es 9Lt	 in the saDe 9reath	 alsF 

GFint FLt the in:FDDensLra9ilitP F= Fther i;iFDs� -his DaBes interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le an; 
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�eManan;an :FLl; see the =LtilitP that a :P:li: NFrl;MieN :an en>en;er� %iBeNise	 
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:lFse; sPsteD intF Nhi:h  F; ha; tF interMene =rFD the FLtsi;e� 

"n this sense	 interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le is analF>FLs tF the s:ienti=i: enterGrise	 ALst as 

�eManan;ands nFtiFn F= a;iMer>en:eb is aBin tF -hFDas $Lhnds nFtiFn F= canFDalPd in 

natLral s:ien:es� �::Fr;in> tF $Lhn	 anFDalies are ;i==i:Llt tF ;is:ern 9e:aLse s:ientists 

NFrB Nithin the Gara;i>D theP are Gasse; Fn an; are eD9e;;e; in� "t taBes the Nei>ht F= 

anFDalies a::LDLlate; FMer a GeriF; that DaP lea; tF a aGara;i>D shi=tb that :han>es 

=Ln;aDental assLDGtiFns :Fnsi;ere; c>iMend Nithin an i;iFD� �Fr 'eF
!in;L thinBers	 =Fr 

instan:e	 creatio ex nihilo Nas a ;iMer>en:e that nee;e; tF >F	 Nhereas	 =Fr seMeral "n;ian 

Christian thinBers	 the neN stress Fn the Deanin>=Llness F= histFrP in the 'eF
!in;L 

DFMeDent Nas a aGara;i>D shi=tb�  

(ne DaP alsF :FDGletelP tLrn aNaP =rFD the neN BnFNle;>e GrFMi;e; 9P s:ienti=i: theFries	 

:itin> Fther GFtential areas F= :Fn=li:t 9etNeen s:ienti=i: BnFNle;>e an; their reli>iFLs i;iFD	 

lea;in> tF ;iMerse rea:tiFns tF the saDe s:ienti=i: theFrP	 sL:h as eMFlLtiFn� �Fr instan:e	 

Nhile /iMeBanan;a Nas hi>hlP GFsitiMe in en>a>in> Nith eMFlLtiFn	 9Fth �aPanan;a 
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Nith the ;F:trine F= the iDa>e F=  F;� 

"t is nFt ;i==i:Llt tF nFti:e here that the a;iMer>en:eb shFNn 9P a ;ialF>Le Gartner in an 

interreli>iFLs settin> is an F9serMatiFn Da;e =rFD Nithin a ;i==erent i;iFD� -here=Fre	 it DaP 

Fr DaP nFt 9e taBen as a a;iMer>en:eb 9P the Fne in;Nellin> it� instea;	 Fther resFLr:es :an 

9e harnesse; tF shFN that it is DerelP DisLn;erstFF; as sL:h� �ar =rFD 9ein> a ;raN9a:B	 the 
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-his reMieN F= the Gre:e;in> ;is:FLrses has sF =ar ;iMLl>e; NhP the interlF:LtFrs are 

DFtiMate; tF ;ialF>Le Nith natLral s:ien:e as Nell as Fther i;iFDs� 

!FNeMer	 &eera 'an;a is a LniHLe MFi:e in this stL;P in :Fnten;in> that a ;eeGer ;ialF>Le 

9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn shFLl; taBe Gla:e =Fr the saBe F= GreserMin> the 9FLn;aries F= 

s:ien:e in the NaBe F= GseL;Fs:ien:es� -his is 9e:aLse	 ;esGite their enthLsiasD =Fr ;ialF>Le	 

FLr interlF:LtFrs DaP DerelP :herrP
Gi:B s:ienti=i: insi>hts	 lea;in> tF the GrFDLl>atiFn F= 

GseL;Fs:ien:es that 'an;a ri>htlP =ears an; sF =ier:elP ar>Les a>ainst� &F;ern s:ien:e is 

then eDGlFPe; tF esta9lish DPths an; >enerate GseL;FhistFrP��� �Fr 'an;a	 sin:e reli>iFLs 

thinBers 9rin> the 9a>>a>e F= their reli>iFLs i;iFD tF their en>a>eDent Nith s:ien:e	 >iMin> 

tFF DL:h Nei>ht tF reli>iFLs i;iFDs Nill alNaPs GrFDLl>ate GseL;Fs:ien:es� )re:e;in> 

;is:FLrses haMe in;ee; shFNn this tF 9e the :ase F=ten�  

-he sFlLtiFn =Fr 'an;a is a ;ialF>Le Nhere s:ien:e is the AL;>e	 an; i;iFDs :an en>a>e 

Nith it FnlP Ln;er the terDs ;i:tate; 9P it� �Lt NFLl; eliDinatin> all =Ln;aDental 9elie=s 

a9FLt natLre that eDer>e =rFD reli>iFLs i;iFDs serMe natLral s:ien:es� �Fr one	 an; as 

has alrea;P 9een GFinte; FLt	 this ;isre>ar;s the histFrP F= the ;eMelFGDent F= natLral 

s:ien:es	 Nherein reli>iFLs i;iFDs GlaPe; a :rL:ial rFle� -he en;eaMFLr tF ;eDar:ate 

s:ien:e =rFD GseL;F
s:ien:e itsel= is re:ent an; is F=ten a:lFselP :Fnne:te; tF the 

GreserMatiFn F= s:ienti=i: 9FLn;aries an; the GrFte:tiFn F= s:ienti=i: FrthF;FOP�b��

$econ/lD	 'an;ads GrFGFsal ;iMLl>es her FNn DetaGhPsi:al =raDes that a;Man:e a 

Garti:Llar MieN F=  F; an; its relatiFnshiG Nith the NFrl;	 an; as sL:h	 it is nF ;i==erent 

=rFD Fther i;iFDs that :Fn:eiMe  F;
hLDan
natLre relatiFns en:FLntere; in this GrFAe:t� 

"n this sense	 a ;ialF>Le is reHLire; tF ;is:Lss the GhilFsFGhi:al GresLGGFsitiFn inherent 

in 'an;ads i;iFD NithFLt a strai>ht=FrNar; a::eGtan:e F= it as the FnlP trLe an; neLtral 

i;iFD Mali;ate; 9P the natLral s:ien:es� 

-hese F9serMatiFns =Lrther rein=Fr:e the in=lLen:e F= i;iFDs	 sL>>estin> that eMen the 

HLestiFn F= GseL;Fs:ien:es :annFt 9e a;;resse; NithFLt taBin> the i;iFDs an; the 

�� See, for examDle, %asee< *a<man, ‘Indian Prime %inister Claims Genetic Science �xisted in Ancient Times’,
World &ews, The �uardian, 2� Octo6er 2014, <ttDs:��www.t<eguardian.com�world�2014�oct�2��indian	
Drime	minister	genetic	science	existed	ancient	times.

�� Daniel P. T<urs and *onald L. &um6ers, ‘Science, Pseudoscience, and Science �alsely So	Called’, in
(restling Bith �ature: From  mens to $cience, ed. Peter Harrison, *onald L. &um6ers, and %ic<ael H.
S<ank (C<icago, IL: T<e University of C<icago Press, 2011), 301.
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-he interlF:LtFrs :FnsLlte; in this resear:h ;F nFt :Fnsi;er their i;iFDs :FDGletelP 

Lnrelate;� -his is F9serMe; in the =a:t that sFDe i;iFDs a9FLt natLre share DFre siDilarities 

Nith :ertain i;iFDs than Fthers� -his F==ers ;i==erent :FDDFn >rFLn;s an; GFints F= 

;is:LssiFn =Fr i;iFDs tF en>a>e Fn s:ien:e	 natLre an; DL:h DFre� !en:e	 Nhile the 

ase:LlaritPb F= natLre :an 9e:FDe a GFint F= :FnMersatiFn 9etNeen 'an;a an; DF;ern 

Christian theFlF>ians	 the inter:Fnne:tiMitP in natLre is a GFtential :FDDFn >rFLn; 

9etNeen �;Maita an; e:FtheFlF>ians� (ther "n;ian Christian theFlF>ians	 sL:h as 

Chen:hiah	 ;F nFt =in; it ;i==i:Llt tF AFin Nith �LrF9in;F in his Lsa>e F= eMFlLtiFnarP 

theFrP� ,iDilarlP	 .Ga;hPaPa =in;s the e:hFes F= the �;Maiti: ;F:trine F= 8VDV in the 

Nis;FD F= �::lesiastes	 Nhi:h GFrtraPs the GleasLres F= the NFrl; as =leetin>�  

-he relate;ness F= i;iFDs is alsF F9serMe; in the :ases F= ;iMer>en:e an; :FnMersiFns 

F9serMe; a9FMe� -he relate;ness F= i;iFDs helGs thFse NhF a;FGt a neN i;iFD as their 

GriDarP lF:ale naMi>ate the tensiFn :reate; 9P the transitiFn� -he :FnMertee ;Fes nFt :Lt 

lFFse =rFD her =FrDer i;iFD 9Lt 9e>ins tF en>a>e Nith 9Fth her =FrDer i;iFD an; natLral 

s:ien:e thrFL>h the lens GrFMi;e; 9P the neN i;iFD�

-his is a>ain analF>FLs tF the aGara;i>D shi=tb in s:ien:e	 Nhi:h is F=ten 9Lilt Fn the 

GreMiFLslP hel; Gara;i>D an; GrFMi;es a 9etter Ln;erstan;in> F= it� -he :FnMertee ;Fes nFt 

reAe:t the =FrDer Gara;i>D in its entiretP� � :ase in GFint is the shi=t =rFD 'eNtFnian 

GhPsi:s tF HLantLD GhPsi:s� -hFL>h there is an aGGarent DFMeDent =rFD Fne tF anFther	 

nF seriFLs s:ientist NFLl; entirelP renFLn:e 'eNtFnian GhPsi:s��� -his is 9e:aLse	 liBe 

s:ienti=i: Gara;i>Ds	 FLr i;iFDs are nFt NhFllP Lnrelate;	 an; a;FGtin> a neN i;iFD 

DerelP helGs Ls see its relatiFn Nith the Fther i;iFDs	 in:lL;in> the Fne earlier hel;	 in a 

neN NaP���

�� Toren, Christian Apologetics, 130.
�� T<at convertees often stand on t<e ‘Doint of tangency’ is seen in t<e case of &e<emia< Gore<. *ic<ard �ox 

1oung, ‘�na6ling �ncounters: T<e Case of &ilakant<	&e<emia< Gore<, Bra<min Convert’, International
�ulletin of Missionary #esearch 29, no. 1 ("anuary 200�): 14–20.
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enthLsiasD =Fr en>a>in> Nith natLral s:ien:e	 the LniMersal intent inherent in their i;iFD	 the 

GFssi9ilitP F= ;iMer>en:e	 the relate;ness F= the i;iFDs	 an; the nee; tF a;;ress the GrF9leD 

F= GseL;Fs:ien:es all :LDLlatiMelP in;i:ate a strFn> ;esire tF :Fntri9Lte tF ;is:FLrses Fn 

 F;	 natLre	 trLth	 s:ien:e	 an; hLDanitP that are :FDDFn tF hLDan eOisten:e� -heP in;Nell 

their i;iFD	 9Lt the i;iFD itsel= is neMer stati:� -hFse NhF in;Nell it :FnstantlP relate it tF the 

neNlP aMaila9le BnFNle;>e	 reinterGret it	 HLestiFn it an; eMen renFLn:e it Nhen theP =in; the 

Nei>ht F= anFDalies Fn it tF 9e:FDe Ln9eara9le� ";iFDs are ;PnaDi: in resGFnse tF the 

eOGerien:es an; neN BnFNle;>e that theP re:eiMe�  )eFGle are nFt FnlP ;eeGlP an:hFre; in 

theD 9Lt alsF :Fnsi;er theD tF haMe a ;e:isiMe rFle in hFN neN BnFNle;>e a9FLt natLre is 

MieNe; an; interGrete;	 Fr hFN li=e shFLl; 9e liMe;� -heP :Fnsi;er their theFries a9FLt natLre 

as trLth :laiDs an; ;esire tF 9e :Fnsi;ere; as sL:h�  -his alsF DFtiMates theD tF en>a>e Nith 

Fther i;iFDs�  

-he Gre:e;in> Gart F= this :haGter has DainlP 9een retrFsGe:tiMe� 0e haMe Da;e GrF>ress 9P 

Gla:in> the =Fre>Fin> ;is:FLrses si;e 9P si;e an; :Flle:tin> MalLa9le threa;s that eDer>e� 0e 

haMe alsF F9serMe; FLr :LltLral eD9e;;e;ness thrFL>h the iDa>e F= i;iFD an; the in=lLen:e 

the i;iFDs eOer:ise Fn FLr Ln;erstan;in> F= natLre� 0e haMe nFte; :lLes that DaBe it GFssi9le

=Fr the interlF:LtFrs tF rise a9FMe their i;iFDs an; en>a>e in ;ialF>Le� !FNeMer	 Ne haMe Pet 

tF ela9Frate Fn hFN these :lLes :an 9e eDGlFPe; tF =Lrther a ;ialF>Le 9etNeen i;iFDs	 

Garti:LlarlP =rFD a Christian GFsitiFn�

/1,1 
et%rn t� �riti�al 
ealism
-he =a:t that FLr interlF:LtFrs are sF:iallP eD9e;;e; an; Pet ;esire ;ialF>Le raises a HLestiFn 

F= DethF;FlF>P i= sL:h a ;ialF>Le is tF 9e GLrsLe;�  

(n the Fne han;	 the ;is:LssiFn Fn the natLre F= natLre :annFt 9e =raDe; 9P sLsGen;in> all 

i;iFDs Ln;er the >ar9 F= a;FGtin> a aneLtralb :riteriFn� �Fr Fne	 the :LltLral sitLate;ness F= 

MFi:es an; hFN i;iFDs =Ln:tiFn in their liMes in;i:ates that sear:hin> =Fr a aneLtralb GFint F= 

MieN is =Ltile� "n =a:t	 the :laiD F= startin> =rFD a aneLtralb GFint DaP shFN Fneds la:B F=

sel=
aNareness Fr a :FMert atteDGt tF >ra9 GFNer Fr 9Fth� -here=Fre	 the ;ialF>Le Fn natLre 

:annFt 9e a:hieMe; 9P eMa;in> the i;iFDs 9Lt thrFL>h theD� -his Deans that the ;ialF>Le Fn 

natLre is	 in =a:t	 a ;ialF>Le a9FLt the i;iFDs F= natLre� �s sL:h	 it is alsF a =FrD F= ;ialF>Le 

Nhere Fne is inMite; tF F9serMe realitP thrFL>h the i;iFD F= the Fther� 
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:LltLral eD9e;;e;ness F= the interlF:LtFrs seriFLslP� !FNeMer	 Ne haMe still nFt 

resGFn;e; tF 'an;ads :Fn:ern re>ar;in> GseL;Fs:ien:es� Nill natLral s:ien:es alNaPs 9e 

aeOGlFite;b 9P reli>iFLs i;iFDs =Fr aGFlF>eti: GLrGFses an; thLs GrFDLl>ate 

GseL;Fs:ien:es Fr :an natLral s:ien:es >Lar; theDselMes a>ainst GseL;Fs:ien:es NithFLt 

resFrtin> tF a neLtral :riteriFn� 

-he HLestiFn F= a :lear ;eDar:atiFn 9etNeen s:ien:e an; GseL;Fs:ien:e is itsel= reGlete 

Nith a la:B F= :laritP� -he histFrP F= s:ien:e in;i:ates an eMFlMin> Deanin> Gres:ri9e; tF 

the terDs as:ien:eb an; aGseL;Fs:ien:eb Ln;er sF:ial in=lLen:es��	 !anssFn	 in his 

in=FrDatiMe Gie:e Fn the HLestiFn	 ar>Les that a :lear :FnsensLs Fn the :riteriFn =Fr 

;eDar:atiFn 9etNeen the tNF has nFt 9een rea:he; aDFn> the s:ientists Pet� &Fst 

:Fnsi;er GseL;F
s:ien:es as a=aile; MersiFns F= s:ien:eb an; their 9FLn;arP =rFD the 

arealb s:ien:e as a Datter F= ta:it BnFNle;>e��
 !FNeMer	 this ;Fes nFt Dean that 

s:ien:e an; GseL;Fs:ien:e are DerelP :LltLral :FnstrL:tiFns� -hLs	 !ansFn sL>>ests that 

Nhat DaBes sFDe s:ienti=i: ;is:FMeries a=aile; MersiFnsb is their la:B F= a9ilitP tF Deet 

three 9asi: :riteria� relia9ilitP	 s:ienti=i: =rLit=Llness an; Gra:ti:al Lse=Llness� 0hile the 

three are inter:Fnne:te;	 arelia9ilitP is a ne:essarP GrereHLisite =Fr the Fther tNF�b�� !e 

=Lrther a;;s	 a�n inMesti>atiFn ;Fes nFt HLali=P as GseL;Fs:ien:e DerelP 9P la:Bin> in 

s:ienti=i: =rLit=Llness an; Gra:ti:al Lse=Llness� "t has tF =ail in terDs F= relia9ilitP 

�eGisteDi: Narrant�	 the DFst 9asi: F= the three HLalitP :riteria�b�� 0hat DaBes a theFrP 

relia9le is its a9ilitP tF a::LratelP ;es:ri9e the F9Ae:t it is ;ire:te; tFNar;s�

0e haMe alrea;P nFti:e; that :riti:al realisD	 Nhi:h GriFritises the rFle F= natLre itsel= in 

s:ienti=i: inMesti>atiFn	 is ne:essarP =Fr natLral s:ien:es tF =Ln:tiFn� "t is alsF the Fne that 

ena9les s:ien:e tF NinnFN le>itiDate trLth :laiDs =rFD GseL;Fs:ien:e��� -hLs	 the DethF; F= 

:riti:al realisD	 a;FGte; in natLral s:ien:e an; tentatiMelP eDGlFPe; in this GrFAe:t	 ai;s in 

si=tin> s:ien:es =rFD GseL;Fs:ien:es�  

-he F9serMatiFns sF =ar ;eDFnstrate that the interlF:LtFrs :FnsLlte; in this GrFAe:t neither 

=eel traGGe; 9P their i;iFD nFr hFl; it as Fne F= eHLallP Mali; FGiniFns� "nstea;	 their 
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�. The Interreligious Triangulation 

-he 1ir>t trian>LlatiFn is =FrDe; 9etNeen �;Maiti: thinBers an; DF;ern "n;ian Christian 

theFlF>P Fn the natLre F= natLre� -his ;ialF>Le is interreli>iFLs	 an; =FllFNers F= 9Fth 

reli>iFns NFrB =rFD Nithin their i;iFD a9FLt natLre 9ase; Fn a :ertain >iMen narratiMe Fr 

theFrP a9FLt the  F;
hLDan
NFrl; relatiFnshiG� 0hether natLre shFLl; 9e Ln;erstFF; =rFD a 

DFnisti: an; Christian GersGe:tiMe is a :entral GFint F= ;e9ate here� "ssLes sL:h as Nhether 

natLre is :P:li:	 illLsFrP	 eternal Fr linear	 real an; :reate; FLt F= nFthin> F::LGP the :entral 

sta>e� �rFD Nithin their FNn i;iFDs	 the interlF:LtFrs 9Fth ;e=en; their FNn GFsitiFns an; 

:ritiHLe the NeaBnesses F= the Fther GFsitiFn� �s =ar as the DF;ern "n;ian Christian GFsitiFn 

is :Fn:erne;	 Ne :Fn:lL;e; that natLre	 =Fr Christians	 is Ln;erstFF; as :reatiFn an; that 

in:arnatiFn GlaPs a :entral rFle in :FDGrehen;in> the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG� "n:arnatiFn	 

hFNeMer	 is =irDlP relate; tF Fther 9elie=s in the DFsai: F= Christian 9elie=s�  

�. The �i�erati%e-
odern Theolog' Triangulation  

%aterial World

Advaita %odern Indian 
C<ristian T<eologians

%aterial World

Li6erative (Dalit) 

T<eology

Traditional T<eology 

(Indian and Western)
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(n the Fther han;	 the :FnMersatiFn 9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn Fr 9etNeen i;iFDs F= natLre 

:annFt 9e a =ree arena Nhere all MFi:es are ;e:lare; 9e=Frehan; tF haMe eHLal Mali;itP an; 

aLthFritP� -hat NFLl; 9e a 9ree;in> Gla:e =Fr GseL;Fs:ien:es an; aGseL;FtheFlF>iesb that 

haDGer the GrF>ress F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn� "n;ian Dasses =a:in> the issLes F= e:FnFDi: 

ineHLalitP an; inALsti:es	 in Garti:Llar	 haMe DL:h tF lFse i= the threshFl;s F= s:ien:e are nFt 

GrFte:te; =rFD its ;istFrtiFn =Fr GFliti:al >ain� -his ;eDan;s that 9Fth s:ien:e an; theFlF>P 

haMe a strin>ent GFint F= re=eren:e� 

�s Ne ar>Le; earlier	 the DethF;FlF>P F= :riti:al realisD GrFDises re:F>nitiFn F= 9Fth these 

=a:tFrs� the :LltLral eD9e;;e;ness F= ea:h MieN an; a strin>ent GFint F= re=eren:e that has 

eGisteDFlF>i:al GriFritP� "t is an aGGrFa:h Nherein the i;iFDs F= natLre are taBen seriFLslP	 

Pet thFse in;Nellin> theD DLst reDain FGen an;	 there=Fre	 hLD9le	 BnFNin> that natLre :an 

alNaPs sLrGrise theD� -his Deans that Christians en>a>in> in a ;ialF>Le Fn natLre ;F nFt 

nee; tF 9PGass their i;iFD� "nstea;	 theP are tF 9Fth :Fn=i;entlP Gresent their i;iFDs an; 

reDain FGen tF Fther interGretatiFns F= natLre	 Nhile :FnstantlP :he:Bin> their :Fn:lLsiFns in 

li>ht F= natLre itsel=�    

!FNeMer	 at this GFint	 Ne reHLire =Lrther ela9FratiFn Fn hFN MariFLs i;iFDs F= natLre :an 

intera:t an; Nhat shFLl; 9e the GFint F= re=eren:e in these ;is:FLrses�  iMen that this stL;P 

in:lL;es seMeral i;iFDs F= natLre an; that a ;ialF>Le 9etNeen theD :an F::Lr Fn seMeral 

;istin:t >rFLn;s	 Ne nee; tF i;enti=P ;i==erent laPers F= ;ialF>Le� -F ai; Ls	 " eDGlFP the 

DethF; F= trian>LlatiFn ;eMelFGe; 9P �Fnal; �aMi;sFn	 Nhi:h " 9rie=lP eOGlaine; in the 

intrF;L:tFrP :haGter� -his shFLl; helG Ls i;enti=P ;istin:t =FrDs F= ;ialF>Le eMi;ent in the 

;is:FLrses an; eOGlFre the aGGli:atiFn F= :riti:al realist theFrP tF theD�  
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-F reDin; FLrselMes	 �aMi;sFn :Fnten;s that eMerP ;ialF>Le in:lL;es tNF ;ialF>Lin> Gartners 

an; a thir; realitP a9FLt Nhi:h the ;ialF>Le is� �rFD this an>le	 this resear:h GrFMi;es at least 

three trian>LlatiFns �Nhi:h alsF relate tF the ta9le " GrFMi;e; in the 9e>innin> Fn F= this 

:haGter��  
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intrF;L:tFrP :haGter� -his shFLl; helG Ls i;enti=P ;istin:t =FrDs F= ;ialF>Le eMi;ent in the 

;is:FLrses an; eOGlFre the aGGli:atiFn F= :riti:al realist theFrP tF theD�  

3606.6 �ialog'�% o! �a&'r� &hro'gh �ria!g'la&io! 

-F reDin; FLrselMes	 �aMi;sFn :Fnten;s that eMerP ;ialF>Le in:lL;es tNF ;ialF>Lin> Gartners 

an; a thir; realitP a9FLt Nhi:h the ;ialF>Le is� �rFD this an>le	 this resear:h GrFMi;es at least 

three trian>LlatiFns �Nhi:h alsF relate tF the ta9le " GrFMi;e; in the 9e>innin> Fn F= this 

:haGter��  
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NFrl; relatiFn	 that is tF saP	 that a Christian =FrD F= GanentheisD has alNaPs 9een a rea;ilP 

aMaila9le alternatiMe in Ln;erstan;in>  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP� 0e alsF ;is:FMere; that  F;


NFrl; relatiFnalitP :FLl; 9e a GrFAe:tiFn F= hFN relatiFnalitP itsel= is >rasGe; thrFL>h Fneds

:LltLral lenses� -hLs	 a Daterial 9Fn; 9etNeen  F;
NFrl; relatiFn :Fn:eiMe; in )anentheisti: 

terDs :FLl; 9e li9eratin> in sFDe :LltLres	 Nhereas the saDe :FLl; 9e FGGressiMe in Fther 

:FnteOts� �rFD the GreMiFLs :haGters	 eMen Nithin a sin>le :FnteOt F= �alit thinBin>	 the 

Ganentheisti: DF;el is =FLn; tF 9e li9eratin> tF sFDe an; FGGressiMe tF Fthers� ,hFLl; Ne 

then :Fn:lL;e that  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP	 Nhether Ger:eiMe; in Ganentheisti: Fr trinitarian 

terDs	 is LltiDatelP a :LltLral :FnstrL:t� ,hFLl; Fne :hFFse a DF;el 9e:aLse it NFrBs in 

Fneds :FnteOt� -his is a :rL:ial HLestiFn Garti:LlarlP releMant in the interreli>iFLs settin> F= 

"n;ian Christians	 Nhere theP DLst :Fn=i;entlP an; :learlP en>a>e Nith Fther DF;els F= the 

 F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG	 sL:h as �;Maita� Can :riti:al realisD GrFMi;e anP helG here in 

:hFFsin> 9etNeen the tNF DF;els F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP	 Fr ;Fes this :FnLn;rLD reMeal 

the liDits F= :riti:al realist eGisteDFlF>P� -F ansNer these HLestiFns	 Ne tLrn tF Nhat :riti:al 

realist Ln;erstan;in> Deans =Fr the theFlF>i:al inMesti>atiFn F= the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG� 

3606/6 �h�ology a% a �&ar&i!g �oi!&

-he aGGli:atiFn F= :riti:al realisD in Christian theFlF>P has 9een eOGlFre; 9P -hFDas 

-Frran:e	 �lister &: rath an; �ennF Man ;en -Fren� -hFDas -Frran:e ;raNs Garallels 

9etNeen natLral s:ien:es an; Christian theFlF>P an; nFtes the Gla:e F= realitP in theFlF>i:al 

thinBin> DFst sL::in:tlP Nhen he saPs	  

-heFlF>i:al thinBin> is theF
lF>i:al	 thinBin> nFt ALst =rFD FLr FNn :entres	 
9Lt =rFD a :entre in  F;	 =rFD a ;iMine >rFLn;� "t is essentiallP theF
nFDFLs 
thinBin>� "t GiMFts LGFn the =a:t that  F; has Da;e !iDsel= BnFNn an; 
:FntinLes tF DaBe !iDsel= BnFNn	 that !e F9Ae:ti=ies !iDsel= =Fr Ls	 sF that 
FLr BnFNle;>e is a =Ll=ille; Deetin> Nith F9Ae:tiMe realitP� �Gart =rFD that	 
theFlF>i:al thinBin> is F9Ae:tless	 Deanin>less	 an;	 as it Nere	 cin the aird� 
-heFlF>P ;Fes nFt haMe its Deanin>	 there=Fre	 in its sel=
arti:LlatiFn	 in its 
sPD9FlisD	 in its =FrD Fr its 9eaLtP	 that is tF saP	 in aestheti: Fr GFeti:	 in 
eDFtiFnal Fr eMen ethi:al FMertFnes tF real BnFNle;>e� "t is itsel= real 
BnFNle;>e NFrBin> Nith a >iMen =a:tLal realitP	 an; it Nill nFt :Fn:e;e 
anPthin> as >enLine BnFNle;>e that ;Fes nFt arise FLt F= the >iMen Fr is nFt 
9FLn; tF Nhat is >iMen��1

�1 Torrance, Theological $cience (London: Oxford University Press, 1969), 29.

1��

-he >econ/ trian>LlatiFn is an inter:LltLral ;ialF>Le Nithin the :FnteOt F= "n;ia	 Nhere the 

Dar>inalise; theFlF>i:al MFi:es Fn natLre	 sL:h as �alit an; =eDinist theFlF>ies	 :ritiHLe the 

tra;itiFnal theFlF>P F= natLre hel; 9P 9Fth DF;ern "n;ian Christian theFlF>ians an; 0estern 

theFlF>P en -loc� )FstDF;ern an; GFst:FlFnial DethF;FlF>ies aGGear as essential tFFls tF 

:ritiHLe the latter� 0e alsF F9serMe; that the stress Fn  F;ds Daterial relatiFnshiG Nith the 

NFrl; is the :riti:al ar>LDent in this trian>LlatiFn� �::Fr;in>lP	 althFL>h 9Fth the 

interlF:LtFrs in;Nell the saDe Christian i;iFD	 there is a >ra;Lal DFMeDent =rFD tra;itiFnal	 

DF;ern theFlF>Pds stress Fn the ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen  F; an; the NFrl; tF DFre Fr>ani: 

DF;els F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG	 Garti:LlarlP GanentheisD� (n:e a>ain	 issLes sL:h as 

:reatiF eO nihilF an; hFlisD are Mital GFints F= ;is:LssiFn in these ;e9ates�

3. The Indian-Western Trinitarian Theologies Triangulation 

-he thir/ trian>le	 Nhi:h Ne haMe nFt eOGlFre; in ;etail Pet	 9Lil;s LGFn the se:Fn; trian>le 

an; atteDGts tF initiate an inter:LltLral :FnMersatiFn 9etNeen "n;ian Christian theFlF>ies	 

in:lL;in> DF;ern an; GFstDF;ern theFlF>ies	 Nith the -rinitarian theFlF>P F=  LntFn� -he 

se:Fn; an; thir; trian>LlatiFns are 9Fth inter:LltLral	 9Lt theP alsF in;i:ate ;istin:t =FrDs F= 

;ialF>Le that hFl; the GFtential tF :Fntri9Lte tF ea:h Fther� 

-hese trian>LlatiFns helG Ls see the ;i==erent leMels F= ;ialF>Le in this resear:h an; Nhat is at 

staBe in ea:h� -heP alsF GrFMi;e a :FnteOt in Nhi:h the theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; is tF 9e 

GLrsLe; in this GrFAe:t _ all trian>LlatiFns set restri:tiFns an; F==er leeNaPs tF >Li;e it� 

!FNeMer	 this alsF GFses a GrF9leD� is there the Christian MieN F= natLre Nithin Nhi:h all 

Christian interlF:LtFrs :an lF:ate theDselMes an; en>a>e Nith Fther i;iFDs F= natLre� �rFD 

Nhat has 9een F9serMe;	 Garti:LlarlP in the se:Fn; an; thir; trian>LlatiFns	 eMen Nithin the 

Christian tra;itiFn	 there has alNaPs eOiste; a GlLralitP F= interGretatiFns :Fn:ernin>  F;
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�1 Torrance, Theological $cience (London: Oxford University Press, 1969), 29.
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:reatiFn�s Gast	 Gresent an; =LtLre are all intertNine; Nith the in:arnate; ,Fn� %iBe  LntFn	 

DF;ern "n;ian Christians	 tFF	 =FLn; that in:arnatiFn Nas a ;e:isiMe eMent in GrFMi;in> a 

GLrGFse	 Deanin> an; ;estinP tF :reatiFn� -heir Garti:iGatiFn in interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le Fn the 

natLre F= natLre Nas ;FDinate; 9P ChristF
:entri: theFlF>P�

!FNeMer	 in  LntFnds trinitarian s:heDe	 the ,Fn FnlP a:hieMes re;eDGtiFn =Fr the NhFle 

NFrl; 9P 9ein> relate; tF the �ather thrFL>h the !FlP ,Girit� -he !FlP ,Girit GrFGels the 

entire :FsDFs tFNar;s  F;ds GLrGFses Nithin the strL:tLre GrFMi;e; 9P the ,Fnds re;eDGtiMe 

a:tiFn� "n this NaP	 the ,Giritds relatiFn tF the ,Fn is a Gara;i>D F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG 

Nherein 9Fth are ;istin:t Pet a=reelP relate;�b

0hile the Ganentheisti: DF;el DaP alsF :laiD sFDe sLGGFrt =rFD 9i9li:al reMelatiFn ��:ts 

1���� =Fr instan:e�	 it raises seMeral theFlF>i:al GrF9leDs re>ar;in> the natLre F=  F; that Ne 

F9serMe; in an earlier :haGter ������ &FreFMer	 the realist FLtlFFB insGire; 9P the Christian 

Ln;erstan;in> F= the FntFlF>i:al ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen  F; an; the natLral NFrl; has 9een 

:rL:ial tF the ;eMelFGDent F= DF;ern s:ien:e itsel=� �s the resear:h F= �FD an; -Fren aDFn> 

�ren:h
sGeaBin> �=ri:an stL;ents F= s:ien:e in;i:ates	 the natLral NFrl;�s relatiMelP 

in;eGen;ent statLs is =FLn;atiFnal tF their Ln;erstan;in> F= realitP��� !FNeMer	 Ne alsF 

nFti:e; that the Ganentheisti: an; �alit stress Fn a ;eeGer Daterial :Fnne:tiFn 9etNeen  F; 

an; :reatiFn is a :rL:ial theFlF>i:al DFti= that :an 9ene=it the :FnMersatiFn Fn the theFlF>P F= 

natLre�  

"n the neOt :haGter	 " Nill ar>Le that the trinitarian theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; has the

GFtential tF :Fntri9Lte tF all three laPers F= trian>LlatiFns� "t nFt FnlP ena9les "n;ian 

Christians tF :FnMerse Nith �;Maiti: an; Gra>Dati: GersGe:tiMes F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiGs 

9Lt alsF satis=ies the �alit lFn>in> =Fr Daterial :Fnne:tiFn Nith  F;� -his	 hFNeMer	 :annFt 

9e a:hieMe; 9P the strai>ht=FrNar; iDGleDentatiFn F=  LntFnds DF;el in the "n;ian :FnteOt� 

"t Nill haMe tF 9e assesse; in the li>ht F= "n;ian realities� 

�� Bom and Toren, ‘Toward an Intercultural and %ore �Eual De6ate on Science and *eligion: Insig<ts from
�renc<	SDeaking Africa’, 20�–9.

1��

"n Fther NFr;s	 theFlF>i:al lan>La>e :an :laiD a =Fr:e F= trLth Nhen an; 9e:aLse it is rFFte; 

in the realitP F=  F;� �Gart =rFD that	 it reDains an FGiniFn� Certain theFlF>i:al DF;els :an 

Deet the nee;s F= Fneds :FnteOt DFre than Fther	 9Lt that ;Fes nFt ren;er theD trLe� tF 9e 

:Fnsi;ere; trLstNFrthP	 theP DLst 9e =FLn;e; Fn  F;ds sel=
reMelatiFn� -his iDGlies that a 

GrFGer DF;el F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG :an FnlP 9e taBen as aGrFGerb Nhen ;raNn =rFD 

 F;ds reMelatiFn F= hiDsel= an; his relatiFnshiG tF the NFrl;�

�Fr Christians	 natLre Fr the Daterial NFrl; is :reatiFn� -he  enesis a::FLnt F= :reatiFn 

9e>ins Nith the ;e:laratFrP a"n the 9e>innin>  F; :reate;	b Nhi:h taBes it =Fr >rante; that in 

the Christian MisiFn	  F; an; the NFrl; are tie; tF>ether in a :ertain NaP� -heFlF>i:al DFti=s 

:Fn:ernin> :reatiFn that rLn thrFL>h the �i9le =Lrther reMeal  F;ds :FntinLin> relatiFnshiG 

Nith his :reatiFn�  F; is nFt DerelP a :reatFr 9Lt alsF in a :Fnstant relatiFnshiG Nith his 

:reatiFn� !e :hFFses "srael tF 9e a li>ht tF the natiFns an; enters a :FMenant Nith theD� !e 

reMeals his Nill thrFL>h GrFGhets an; =inallP an; ;e:isiMelP in the GersFn F= #esLs Christ� 

�lthFL>h  F;ds en>a>eDent Nith the NFrl; is =rFD its :reatiFn	 Christ�s in:arnatiFn	 ;eath 

an; resLrre:tiFn ties its ;estinP tF the in:arnatiFn� -his is Nhere  LntFnds trinitarian theFlF>P 

is Garti:LlarlP helG=Ll�  

Christian theFlF>ians	 Garti:LlarlP sin:e �arth	 haMe ri>htlP an; in:reasin>lP re:F>nise; that 

Christ shFLl; 9e essential in =FrDLlatin> the ;F:trine F= :reatiFn��� "n the saDe line	  LntFn 

relates re;eDGtiFn in Christ tF :reatiFn��� �Fr  LntFn	 the ,Fnds relatiFnshiG tF :reatiFn is 

eOGli:ate; =rFD his three ;esi>natiFns as the %Fr;	  F; an; &an F= :reatiFn� !aMin> 

Nitnesse; the Dira:LlFLs eMents F= the :alDin> F= the sea an; the tLrnin> F= Nater intF Nine	 

the ;is:iGles Nere :FDGelle; tF a:BnFNle;>e Christds %Fr;shiG FMer :reatiFn �&att ����� 

&arB ���1�� -heir eOGerien:es F= Christ	 esGe:iallP his resLrre:tiFn	 le; theD tF =irDlP 

:Fn:lL;e that theP ha; en:FLntere; the CreatFr  F; in #esLs �#Fhn 1��� 1 CFr ���� CFl 1�1�� 

!e9 1�1
��� �Lt Christ is alsF aDanb an; thLs F= aFne sL9stan:e Nith FLrselMes�b���s Ne 

nFti:e; earlier	 =Fr  LntFn	 Christds Mir>in 9irth	 the 9aGtisD an; teDGtatiFn	 ;eath	 

resLrre:tiFn an; as:ensiFn all GFint tF his a:reatLreliness�b -hrFL>h his :reatLreliness	 the 

,Fn re;eeDs the :reatiFn an; GrFMi;es a >liDGse F= the ;estinP F= the :FsDFs� "n this NaP	 

�� Torrance, $pace� Time and Incarnation� �rnst Conradie, ‘On "esus C<rist as %ediator of Creation’, ��TT
�eel �4, nos 3 � 4 (SeDtem6er 2013): SuDD 2� *owan Williams, Christ the Heart of Creation (London:
Blooms6ury Continuum, 201�)� Ian A. %c�arland, +CreationL, ed. Brendan &. Wolfe (University of St.
Andrews, 2022), <ttDs:��www.saet.ac.uk�C<ristianity�Creation.

�� �or instance, Gunton, Christ and Creation, 11–12.
�� Gunton, Christ and Creation, 41.
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a:tiFn� "n this NaP	 the ,Giritds relatiFn tF the ,Fn is a Gara;i>D F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG 

Nherein 9Fth are ;istin:t Pet a=reelP relate;�b

0hile the Ganentheisti: DF;el DaP alsF :laiD sFDe sLGGFrt =rFD 9i9li:al reMelatiFn ��:ts 

1���� =Fr instan:e�	 it raises seMeral theFlF>i:al GrF9leDs re>ar;in> the natLre F=  F; that Ne 

F9serMe; in an earlier :haGter ������ &FreFMer	 the realist FLtlFFB insGire; 9P the Christian 

Ln;erstan;in> F= the FntFlF>i:al ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen  F; an; the natLral NFrl; has 9een 

:rL:ial tF the ;eMelFGDent F= DF;ern s:ien:e itsel=� �s the resear:h F= �FD an; -Fren aDFn> 

�ren:h
sGeaBin> �=ri:an stL;ents F= s:ien:e in;i:ates	 the natLral NFrl;�s relatiMelP 

in;eGen;ent statLs is =FLn;atiFnal tF their Ln;erstan;in> F= realitP��� !FNeMer	 Ne alsF 

nFti:e; that the Ganentheisti: an; �alit stress Fn a ;eeGer Daterial :Fnne:tiFn 9etNeen  F; 

an; :reatiFn is a :rL:ial theFlF>i:al DFti= that :an 9ene=it the :FnMersatiFn Fn the theFlF>P F= 

natLre�  

"n the neOt :haGter	 " Nill ar>Le that the trinitarian theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; has the

GFtential tF :Fntri9Lte tF all three laPers F= trian>LlatiFns� "t nFt FnlP ena9les "n;ian 

Christians tF :FnMerse Nith �;Maiti: an; Gra>Dati: GersGe:tiMes F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiGs 

9Lt alsF satis=ies the �alit lFn>in> =Fr Daterial :Fnne:tiFn Nith  F;� -his	 hFNeMer	 :annFt 

9e a:hieMe; 9P the strai>ht=FrNar; iDGleDentatiFn F=  LntFnds DF;el in the "n;ian :FnteOt� 

"t Nill haMe tF 9e assesse; in the li>ht F= "n;ian realities� 

�� Bom and Toren, ‘Toward an Intercultural and %ore �Eual De6ate on Science and *eligion: Insig<ts from
�renc<	SDeaking Africa’, 20�–9.

1��

"n Fther NFr;s	 theFlF>i:al lan>La>e :an :laiD a =Fr:e F= trLth Nhen an; 9e:aLse it is rFFte; 

in the realitP F=  F;� �Gart =rFD that	 it reDains an FGiniFn� Certain theFlF>i:al DF;els :an 

Deet the nee;s F= Fneds :FnteOt DFre than Fther	 9Lt that ;Fes nFt ren;er theD trLe� tF 9e 

:Fnsi;ere; trLstNFrthP	 theP DLst 9e =FLn;e; Fn  F;ds sel=
reMelatiFn� -his iDGlies that a 

GrFGer DF;el F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG :an FnlP 9e taBen as aGrFGerb Nhen ;raNn =rFD 

 F;ds reMelatiFn F= hiDsel= an; his relatiFnshiG tF the NFrl;�

�Fr Christians	 natLre Fr the Daterial NFrl; is :reatiFn� -he  enesis a::FLnt F= :reatiFn 

9e>ins Nith the ;e:laratFrP a"n the 9e>innin>  F; :reate;	b Nhi:h taBes it =Fr >rante; that in 

the Christian MisiFn	  F; an; the NFrl; are tie; tF>ether in a :ertain NaP� -heFlF>i:al DFti=s 

:Fn:ernin> :reatiFn that rLn thrFL>h the �i9le =Lrther reMeal  F;ds :FntinLin> relatiFnshiG 

Nith his :reatiFn�  F; is nFt DerelP a :reatFr 9Lt alsF in a :Fnstant relatiFnshiG Nith his 

:reatiFn� !e :hFFses "srael tF 9e a li>ht tF the natiFns an; enters a :FMenant Nith theD� !e 

reMeals his Nill thrFL>h GrFGhets an; =inallP an; ;e:isiMelP in the GersFn F= #esLs Christ� 

�lthFL>h  F;ds en>a>eDent Nith the NFrl; is =rFD its :reatiFn	 Christ�s in:arnatiFn	 ;eath 

an; resLrre:tiFn ties its ;estinP tF the in:arnatiFn� -his is Nhere  LntFnds trinitarian theFlF>P 

is Garti:LlarlP helG=Ll�  

Christian theFlF>ians	 Garti:LlarlP sin:e �arth	 haMe ri>htlP an; in:reasin>lP re:F>nise; that 

Christ shFLl; 9e essential in =FrDLlatin> the ;F:trine F= :reatiFn��� "n the saDe line	  LntFn 

relates re;eDGtiFn in Christ tF :reatiFn��� �Fr  LntFn	 the ,Fnds relatiFnshiG tF :reatiFn is 

eOGli:ate; =rFD his three ;esi>natiFns as the %Fr;	  F; an; &an F= :reatiFn� !aMin> 

Nitnesse; the Dira:LlFLs eMents F= the :alDin> F= the sea an; the tLrnin> F= Nater intF Nine	 

the ;is:iGles Nere :FDGelle; tF a:BnFNle;>e Christds %Fr;shiG FMer :reatiFn �&att ����� 

&arB ���1�� -heir eOGerien:es F= Christ	 esGe:iallP his resLrre:tiFn	 le; theD tF =irDlP 

:Fn:lL;e that theP ha; en:FLntere; the CreatFr  F; in #esLs �#Fhn 1��� 1 CFr ���� CFl 1�1�� 

!e9 1�1
��� �Lt Christ is alsF aDanb an; thLs F= aFne sL9stan:e Nith FLrselMes�b���s Ne 

nFti:e; earlier	 =Fr  LntFn	 Christds Mir>in 9irth	 the 9aGtisD an; teDGtatiFn	 ;eath	 

resLrre:tiFn an; as:ensiFn all GFint tF his a:reatLreliness�b -hrFL>h his :reatLreliness	 the 

,Fn re;eeDs the :reatiFn an; GrFMi;es a >liDGse F= the ;estinP F= the :FsDFs� "n this NaP	 

�� Torrance, $pace� Time and Incarnation� �rnst Conradie, ‘On "esus C<rist as %ediator of Creation’, ��TT
�eel �4, nos 3 � 4 (SeDtem6er 2013): SuDD 2� *owan Williams, Christ the Heart of Creation (London:
Blooms6ury Continuum, 201�)� Ian A. %c�arland, +CreationL, ed. Brendan &. Wolfe (University of St.
Andrews, 2022), <ttDs:��www.saet.ac.uk�C<ristianity�Creation.

�� �or instance, Gunton, Christ and Creation, 11–12.
�� Gunton, Christ and Creation, 41.
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-he traAe:tFrP F= this stL;P 9e>an Nith the aiD F= =FrDLlatin> an inter:LltLral theFlF>P F= 

the Daterial NFrl;� -he :entral HLestiFn Nas� 0hat :Fntri9LtiFn :an an inter:LltLral 

theFlF>P F= natLre DaBe tF the :FnteDGFrarP ;is:LssiFn F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn in "n;ia an; 

9ePFn;� �P lF:atin> ;is:FLrses Fn natLre in seMeral ;i==erent :LltLral :FnteOts	 Ne F9serMe; 

that ea:h ;is:FLrse is shaGe; 9P its :LltLral lF:atiFn	 an; that inter:LltLral :FnMersatiFn Fn 

natLre >Fes 9ePFn; :FnteOtLal ;is:LssiFns 9P 9rin>in> tF the =Fre neN insi>hts that DaBe 

the :FnMersatiFn ri:her an; DFre insi>ht=Ll� 

"n the GreMiFLs :haGter	 " shFNe; that  F;
NFrl; relatiFn is a :entral GFint F= ;is:LssiFn in 

all the ;is:FLrses eOaDine; in this resear:h� .sin> )FlanPids nFtiFn F= i;iFD	 " ar>Le; that 

althFL>h the realitP F= the Daterial NFrl; is a::essi9le tF all	 FLr interGretatiFns F= it are 

;eeGlP shaGe; 9P FLr :LltLral lF:atiFn� !FNeMer	 the interlF:LtFrs F= ea:h ;is:FLrse 

theDselMes ;F nFt :Fnsi;er their MieNs F= natLre as a resLlt F= :LltLral lF:atiFn alFne� -heP 

=irDlP hFl; that their MieNs F= natLre reMeal Nhat natLre a:tLallP is an;	 there=Fre	 haMe a 

9asis in realitP itsel=� -his :FnMi:tiFn helGs theD nFt FnlP DaBe sense F= neN BnFNle;>e

a9FLt natLre 9Lt alsF hFl; their i;iFD F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG Nith LniMersal intent� 

!FNeMer	 ;esGite sL:h a =irD hFl; F= i;iFD FMer their li=e	 the interlF:LtFrs are nFt traGGe; 

Nithin it� �i==erent =a:tFrs	 in:lL;in> a neN Ln;erstan;in> F= realitP	 :an :aLse ;iMer>en:e 

in their i;iFD	 F=ten lea;in> tF their :FnMersiFn tF a neN Gara;i>D� -his Deans that a 

;ialF>Le a9FLt the i;iFDs F= natLre is 9Fth :rL:ial an; ;esira9le� 

0e alsF :Fn:lL;e; that =Fr Christian i;iFD tF 9e trLstNFrthP	 it has tF 9e rFFte; in  F;ds 

sel=
reMelatiFn	 Nhi:h leane; Ls tFNar;  LntFnds -rinitarian theFlF>P� !FNeMer	 " alsF 

ar>Le; that  LntFnds trinitarian theFlF>P F= natLre has its FNn :LltLral liDitatiFns	 Nhi:h 

:an 9e 9rFa;ene; 9P in:FrGFratin> the �alit an; e:F=eDinist eDGhasis Fn Daterial 9Fn;s� 

"n this :haGter	 " Nant tF shFN hFN this is the :ase an; there9P ar>Le that the inter:LltLral 

aGGrFa:h tF the theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; F==ers an a;Manta>e FMer :FnteOtLal 

theFlF>P� -F ;F sF	 " Nill :reatiMelP 9Lil; Fn GreMiFLs insi>hts an; 9rin> theD tF>ether tF 

�
1

��n�l%si�n
�t the en; F= this :haGter	 seMeral thin>s haMe 9e:FDe aGGarent� 

�irstlP	 it Nas i;enti=ie; that all ;is:FLrses Nere sitLate; in a Garti:Llar lF:atiFn� �s sL:h	 

GersFnal aD9itiFns	 GFNer strL:tLres	 an; :FDDitDent tF reli>iFLs i;iFDs Fne >rFNs LG in 

all in=lLen:e the NaP ;is:FLrses are :FnstrL:te; in the :FnteOt F= s:ien:e� "t Nas =Lrther 

re:F>nise; that the interlF:LtFrs in;Nell the i;iFD in a NaP that :FDGrehen;in> realitP is 

neMer 9P 9PGassin> theD 9Lt thrFL>h theD� -his re:F>nitiFn releases the sear:h =Fr the 

"n;ian Christian theFlF>P F= natLre that this resear:h aiDs tF =FrDLlate =rFD the =Ltile 

atteDGts tF ;islF:ate itsel= =rFD its :FnteOts� 

,e:Fn;lP	 the eOGlFratiFn in this :haGter a==irDe; that ;esGite its re:F>nitiFn F= the :LltLral 

lF:ate;ness	 the =FrDLlatiFn F= anP theFlF>P F= natLre :FLl; nFt 9e entirelP restri:te; tF 

;is:Lssin> :LltLral =a:tFrs	 =Fr theFlF>P is a >ine <@a non resGFnse tF  F;ds ;Fin>� -his is 

the sense in Nhi:h :riti:al realist DethF;FlF>P	 Nhi:h Nas tentatiMelP a;FGte;	 is nFN 

:Fn=irDe; an; =irDlP a;here; tF� CFnseHLentlP	 thFL>h :LltLral in=lLen:es DaP shaGe the 

theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl;	  F;�s reMelatiFn is ;e:isiMe =Fr theFlF>i:al =FrDLlatiFns� 

-FNar; the en;	 Ne nFti:e; that  LntFnds trinitarian theFlF>P	 as Fne rFFte; in the 

reMelatiFn F=  F;	 has the GFtential tF :Fntri9Lte tF the =FrDLlatiFn F= "n;ian Christian 

theFlF>P F= natLre	 al9eit Nhen teDGere; Nith realities F= the "n;ian Christian :FnteOt� "n 

the neOt :haGter	 Ne Nill ;is:Lss hFN these tNF re:F>nitiFns :an helG Ls =FrDLlate a 

theFlF>P F= natLre that :an en>a>e all three laPers F= the trian>LlatiFn� 
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-he traAe:tFrP F= this stL;P 9e>an Nith the aiD F= =FrDLlatin> an inter:LltLral theFlF>P F= 

the Daterial NFrl;� -he :entral HLestiFn Nas� 0hat :Fntri9LtiFn :an an inter:LltLral 

theFlF>P F= natLre DaBe tF the :FnteDGFrarP ;is:LssiFn F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn in "n;ia an; 

9ePFn;� �P lF:atin> ;is:FLrses Fn natLre in seMeral ;i==erent :LltLral :FnteOts	 Ne F9serMe; 

that ea:h ;is:FLrse is shaGe; 9P its :LltLral lF:atiFn	 an; that inter:LltLral :FnMersatiFn Fn 

natLre >Fes 9ePFn; :FnteOtLal ;is:LssiFns 9P 9rin>in> tF the =Fre neN insi>hts that DaBe 

the :FnMersatiFn ri:her an; DFre insi>ht=Ll� 

"n the GreMiFLs :haGter	 " shFNe; that  F;
NFrl; relatiFn is a :entral GFint F= ;is:LssiFn in 

all the ;is:FLrses eOaDine; in this resear:h� .sin> )FlanPids nFtiFn F= i;iFD	 " ar>Le; that 

althFL>h the realitP F= the Daterial NFrl; is a::essi9le tF all	 FLr interGretatiFns F= it are 

;eeGlP shaGe; 9P FLr :LltLral lF:atiFn� !FNeMer	 the interlF:LtFrs F= ea:h ;is:FLrse 

theDselMes ;F nFt :Fnsi;er their MieNs F= natLre as a resLlt F= :LltLral lF:atiFn alFne� -heP 

=irDlP hFl; that their MieNs F= natLre reMeal Nhat natLre a:tLallP is an;	 there=Fre	 haMe a 

9asis in realitP itsel=� -his :FnMi:tiFn helGs theD nFt FnlP DaBe sense F= neN BnFNle;>e

a9FLt natLre 9Lt alsF hFl; their i;iFD F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG Nith LniMersal intent� 

!FNeMer	 ;esGite sL:h a =irD hFl; F= i;iFD FMer their li=e	 the interlF:LtFrs are nFt traGGe; 

Nithin it� �i==erent =a:tFrs	 in:lL;in> a neN Ln;erstan;in> F= realitP	 :an :aLse ;iMer>en:e 

in their i;iFD	 F=ten lea;in> tF their :FnMersiFn tF a neN Gara;i>D� -his Deans that a 

;ialF>Le a9FLt the i;iFDs F= natLre is 9Fth :rL:ial an; ;esira9le� 

0e alsF :Fn:lL;e; that =Fr Christian i;iFD tF 9e trLstNFrthP	 it has tF 9e rFFte; in  F;ds 

sel=
reMelatiFn	 Nhi:h leane; Ls tFNar;  LntFnds -rinitarian theFlF>P� !FNeMer	 " alsF 

ar>Le; that  LntFnds trinitarian theFlF>P F= natLre has its FNn :LltLral liDitatiFns	 Nhi:h 

:an 9e 9rFa;ene; 9P in:FrGFratin> the �alit an; e:F=eDinist eDGhasis Fn Daterial 9Fn;s� 

"n this :haGter	 " Nant tF shFN hFN this is the :ase an; there9P ar>Le that the inter:LltLral 

aGGrFa:h tF the theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; F==ers an a;Manta>e FMer :FnteOtLal 

theFlF>P� -F ;F sF	 " Nill :reatiMelP 9Lil; Fn GreMiFLs insi>hts an; 9rin> theD tF>ether tF 

�
1

��n�l%si�n
�t the en; F= this :haGter	 seMeral thin>s haMe 9e:FDe aGGarent� 

�irstlP	 it Nas i;enti=ie; that all ;is:FLrses Nere sitLate; in a Garti:Llar lF:atiFn� �s sL:h	 

GersFnal aD9itiFns	 GFNer strL:tLres	 an; :FDDitDent tF reli>iFLs i;iFDs Fne >rFNs LG in 

all in=lLen:e the NaP ;is:FLrses are :FnstrL:te; in the :FnteOt F= s:ien:e� "t Nas =Lrther 

re:F>nise; that the interlF:LtFrs in;Nell the i;iFD in a NaP that :FDGrehen;in> realitP is 

neMer 9P 9PGassin> theD 9Lt thrFL>h theD� -his re:F>nitiFn releases the sear:h =Fr the 

"n;ian Christian theFlF>P F= natLre that this resear:h aiDs tF =FrDLlate =rFD the =Ltile 

atteDGts tF ;islF:ate itsel= =rFD its :FnteOts� 

,e:Fn;lP	 the eOGlFratiFn in this :haGter a==irDe; that ;esGite its re:F>nitiFn F= the :LltLral 

lF:ate;ness	 the =FrDLlatiFn F= anP theFlF>P F= natLre :FLl; nFt 9e entirelP restri:te; tF 

;is:Lssin> :LltLral =a:tFrs	 =Fr theFlF>P is a >ine <@a non resGFnse tF  F;ds ;Fin>� -his is 

the sense in Nhi:h :riti:al realist DethF;FlF>P	 Nhi:h Nas tentatiMelP a;FGte;	 is nFN 

:Fn=irDe; an; =irDlP a;here; tF� CFnseHLentlP	 thFL>h :LltLral in=lLen:es DaP shaGe the 

theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl;	  F;�s reMelatiFn is ;e:isiMe =Fr theFlF>i:al =FrDLlatiFns� 

-FNar; the en;	 Ne nFti:e; that  LntFnds trinitarian theFlF>P	 as Fne rFFte; in the 

reMelatiFn F=  F;	 has the GFtential tF :Fntri9Lte tF the =FrDLlatiFn F= "n;ian Christian 

theFlF>P F= natLre	 al9eit Nhen teDGere; Nith realities F= the "n;ian Christian :FnteOt� "n 

the neOt :haGter	 Ne Nill ;is:Lss hFN these tNF re:F>nitiFns :an helG Ls =FrDLlate a 

theFlF>P F= natLre that :an en>a>e all three laPers F= the trian>LlatiFn� 
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0e haMe alsF GFinte; FLt in this resear:h that �alit theFlF>Pds aDaterialisti:b ten;en:ies F==er 

a :Frre:tiMe tF theFlF>ians FGeratin> Ln;er the in=lLen:e F= �;Maita� !FNeMer	 Ne alsF 

nFti:e; that �alit ;eli9eratiFns theDselMes alsF =a:e a teDGtatiFn tF re;L:e all realities tF 

their DaterialitP� Can �;Maitads stress Fn the asGiritLalb helG >Lar; �alit theFlF>P =rFD 

>iMin> in tF narrFN DaterialisD� -hat is sFDethin> =Fr �alit theFlF>ians tF :Fnsi;er� "t is	 

liBeNise	 =Fr thFse enaDFLre; 9P �;Maitads stress Fn the sGiritLal tF GaP attentiFn tF the �alit 

lFn>in> =Fr Daterial li9eratiFn� -he HLestiFn =Fr the GrFAe:t at han;	 there=Fre	 is� �Fes 

Christian theFlF>P FGeratin> in a :FnteOt Nhere 9Fth �alit realities an; �;Maiti: thinBin> :all 

=Fr en>a>eDent haMe sFLr:es tF en>a>e Nith 9Fth� Can -rinitarian theFlF>P GrFMi;e anP helG 

in relatin> tF 9Fth sGiritLal an; Daterial lFn>in>	 eDGhasise; resGe:tiMelP in �;Maita an; 

�alit streaDs F= thinBin>�  

�ea���y �� ��e ��eo�o�y o� ��e �a�e��a� 	o��d

"t is :rL:ial tF :lari=P at this GFint that the :laiD F= -rinitarian theFlF>P�s releMan:e tF the 

"n;ian :FnteOt shFLl; nFt DerelP 9e a Datter F= :FnMenien:e Fr Gra>DatisD`as i= it Nere

:arMe; FLt tF Deet the NeaBnesses in �;Maiti: an; �alit thFL>ht� "nstea;	 the ar>LDent here 

is that Nhat DaBes it releMant is that it is ;eriMe; =rFD the sel=
reMelatiFn F= the -rinitarian 

 F; an; nFt Mi:e Mersa� 

"n the GreMiFLs :haGter	 Ne F9serMe; that althFL>h all theFlF>ies are shaGe; 9P their :LltLral 

lF:atiFn	 the theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; DLst alsF 9e GrFGerlP :FDDitte; tF its sL9Ae:t i= 

it is tF haMe anP Narrant� 0e 9FrrFNe; this insi>ht =rFD natLral s:ien:e	 Nhere a theFrP DLst 

9e an:hFre; in realitP i= it nee;s tF 9e a::eGte;� 0e nFti:e; that this is alsF trLe =Fr 

theFlF>i:al thFL>ht an; that	 there=Fre	 it has tF =in; its le>itiDa:P in the reMelatiFn F=  F;� 

-he lF>i: F= -rinitarian theFlF>P is rFFte; in  F;ds sel=
reMelatiFn�   

�s an:hFre; in the realitP F= the -riLne  F;	 Christians alsF hFl; their theFlF>P F= the 

Daterial NFrl; Nith aLniMersal intent�b Christians assert that their GersGe:tiMe Fn natLre as 

:reatiFn is li9eratin> =Fr the entire Daterial NFrl; an;	 there=Fre	 a>FF; neNsb =Fr the Bhole

:reatiFn� -his is 9e:aLse the Daterial NFrl; is a :reatiFn F= the -riLne  F;	 NhF is the Fri>in 

F= all >FF;ness an; lFMe� -his :FnMi:tiFn alsF DaBes the -rinitarian theFlF>P F= the Daterial 

NFrl; GFliti:al _ it :alls =Fr hLDan a:tiFn a>ainst eMerPthin> that taBes :reatiFn =Lrther aNaP 

=rFD =Ll=illin> the GLrGFses F=  F;�

�
�

resGFn; tF a :FnteOtLal nee;	 9Lt alsF in a NaP that :Fntri9Ltes tF the >lF9al herita>e F= 

Christian theFlF>P�1       

46.6 �!�hor �oi!&% �or &h� �h�ology o� &h� �a&�rial �orl�

��e �u��u�a� ���edded�ess o� ��e ��eo�o�y o� ��e �a�e��a� 	o��d

"= "n;ian Christian theFlF>P Nants tF 9e GrFGerlP sF:iallP	 :LltLrallP	 an; reli>iFLslP 

lF:ate;	 its :Fn:erns DLst resFnate Nith thFse NhF arti:Llate it 9Lt alsF thFse =Fr NhFD it is 

arti:Llate;� 

,in:e the DaAFritP F= "n;ians an; "n;ian Christians liMe in a sF:iF
e:FnFDi:allP Dar>inalise; 

sGa:e	 their eDan:iGatiFn shFLl; 9e Fne F= the GriFrities =Fr anP theFlF>i:al thinBin>� -he 

:Fn:ern =Fr sF:iF
e:FnFDi: LGli=tDent is sF Lr>ent that	 as the �alit ;eli9eratiFns Fn natLre 

reMeal	 theP are intertNine; Nith	 an; at tiDes eMen DFre Lr>ent than	 the li9eratiFn F= natLre� 

-here=Fre	 the :FnMersatiFn Fn li9eratiFn in "n;ia is :Fn:Lrrent Nith the :FnMersatiFn Fn 

natLre an; Mi:e Mersa� CFnseHLentlP	 anP "n;ian Christian re=le:tiFn Fn natLre that FDits the 

DFti= F= hLDan li9eratiFn NFLl; risB 9ein> sF:iallP ;islF:ate; an; ;Ps=Ln:tiFnal in the 

:FnteOt F= "n;ia� -his re:F>nitiFn is F= LtDFst iDGFrtan:e =Fr anP :FnMersatiFn	 9e it Fn 

s:ien:e	 e:FlF>P Fr an interreli>iFLs ;is:FLrse� "n =a:t	 the DFti=s F= the li9eratiFn F= the 

�alits an; F= natLre F=ten in=FrD an; GrFMi;e iDGetLs =Fr these ;is:FLrses	 as this stL;P 

shFNs	 an; as "n;ian Christian theFlF>P has in:reasin>lP re:F>nise; an; hi>hli>hte;� 

!FNeMer	 "n;ian Christians are alsF �alits an; nFn
�alits liMin> in an interreli>iFLs settin>� 

-heP are lF:ate; in a :FnteOt Nhere �;Maita as a reli>iFLs GhilFsFGhP still hFl;s sNaP� 0ith 

the GFGLlaritP F= hFlisD	 �;Maita has eDer>e; as a Mia9le FGtiFn� "n the a9sen:e F= a GFsitiMe 

en>a>eDent Nith �;Maita	 �alit theFlF>P DaP reDain FnlP a theFlF>P F= resistan:e� (n the 

Fther han;	 NithFLt a GFsitiMe en>a>eDent Nith �alit realities F= a9F;ilPb FGGressiFn	 

interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le Nith �;Maita DaP 9e re;L:e; tF an iMFrP
tFNer sGiritLal ;is:FLrse	 

;e=latin> the DFral =Fr:e reHLire; tF =i>ht sF:iF
e:FnFDi: inALsti:es�  

-hese :FnteOtLal realities :all "n;ian Christian theFlF>P F= natLre tF 9e a athir; Gla:eb =rFD 

Nhere it :an en>a>e Nith 9Fth �;Maiti: i;eas an; �alit realities� 0e haMe alrea;P F9serMe; 

the �;Maiti: eDGhasis Fn the sGiritLal 9ehin; the Daterial an; the �alit stress Fn the latter� 

1 It is only in t<is sense t<at I call my DroDosal YconstructiveZ. 
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as tNF ;i==erent entities altF>ether� 0e alsF F9serMe; that the lan>La>e F= aFtherisatiFnb 

raises sLsGi:iFn in "n;ia�s GFst:FlFnial :liDate� 0e ;i; nFt resGFn; tF these 9lin; sGFts in 

 LntFnds theFlF>P then� !FNeMer	 Ne taBe theD LG in this :haGter	 as " ar>Le that the stress 

Fn relatiFnalitP 9ase; Fn Daterial 9Fn;s =FLn; in e:FtheFlF>ies	 e:F=eDinist theFlF>ies	 an; 

�alit theFlF>P :an stren>then  LntFnds -rinitarian theFlF>P F= natLre a>ainst these 

;raN9a:Bs� -F a:hieMe this	 " Nill assert that the DaterialitP F= the in:arnatiFn GrFMi;es :lLes 

=Fr the theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl;	 Nhi:h resGFn;s Nell tF :FnteOtLal :hallen>es in "n;ia� 

�t the saDe tiDe	 it alsF enhan:es  LntFnds -rinitarian theFlF>P an; thLs :Fntri9Ltes tF the 

>lF9al :FnMersatiFn Fn the Daterial NFrl; Ne inha9it�

Jesus as God’s Body

�raQillian theFlF>ian +L9eD �lMes :alls #esLs  F;ds 9F;P	� stressin> the DaterialitP F=  F;�  

-his =F:Ls Fn the DaterialitP F=  F; ali>ns Nith the re:F>nitiFn F= :ertain :FnteOtLal asGe:ts	 

Garti:LlarlP the �alit	 e:F=eDinist an; the 'eN &aterialist a::entLatiFn F= the Daterial 9Fn;s 

as :rL:ial DarBers F= relatiFnalitP	 Nhi:h haMe eDer>e; as GrFDinent :Fn:erns in this GrFAe:t� 

-hese in:lL;e the lFn>in> =Fr an eD9F;ie;  F; NhF :FrGFreallP relates tF his :reatiFn an; 

the GriFritP F= a Daterial :Fnne:tiFn 9etNeen  F;	 hLDanitP an; the rest F= the :reatiFn� �s 

;is:Lsse; in FLr GreMiFLs :haGter	 >iMen that the BnFNle;>e F= realitP is alNaPs GersFnal an; 

theFlF>P is alNaPs an en;eaMFLr taBen LG 9P :LltLrallP sitLate; 9ein>s	 sL:h an eDGhasis Fn 

a Garti:Llar asGe:t F= the in:arnatiFn shFLl; nFt 9e sLrGrisin>� !FNeMer	 it DLst 9e nFte; that 

Nhat is 9ein> hi>hli>hte; here is nFt an alternatiMe Ln;erstan;in> F= the in:arnatiFn 9Lt an 

eDGhasis Fn a Garti:Llar asGe:t F= the :reatLreliness Fr hLDanitP F= #esLs =rFD the DLlti


=a:ete; realitP that it is�

-NF :laiDs are Da;e 9P eDGhasisin> the DaterialitP F= the in:arnatiFn� �irstlP	  F;�s 

relatiFn tF the in:arnate; ,Fn is the Gara;i>Dati: eOGressiFn F=  F;ds relatiFn tF :reatiFn� 

0e F9serMe; this in  LntFnds ela9FratiFn F= =iMe eGisF;es F= the in:arnate; ,Fnds li=e an; 

the �atherds relatiFnshiG Nith hiD thrFL>h the ,Girit� -his is nFt entirelP a neN :laiD� 

�::Fr;in> tF +FNan 0illiaDs	 the =a:t that aCreatiFnds relatiFn tF  F;��� is >rFLn;e; in the 

,Fnds relatiFn tF the �atherb is =FLn; in Gatristi: Nritin>s	 thFL>h the ;i==eren:e 9etNeen the 

tNF is that the

� *u6em A. Alves, I �elieAe in the #esurrection of the �ody, trans. L. %. %cCoy (P<iladelD<ia, PA: �ortress
Press, 19�6), �2.

�
�

46/6 � �o!%&r'�&i(� �ropo%al

'FN that Ne haMe GrFMi;e; the :FnteOt F= "n;ian Christian theFlF>P :Fn:ernin> the Daterial 

NFrl; an; the :rL:i9le =rFD Nhi:h it eDer>es	 Ne :an ;elMe intF a ;etaile; eOGlFratiFn F= 

Nhat sL:h a theFlF>P DaP entail�  

-rinitarian theFlF>P F= natLre ties the Daterial NFrl;	 its Gast	 Gresent	 an; =LtLre	 tF the NFrB 

F= the -rinitarian  F;� -his Deans that Nhile the ;e9ates arFLn; the :reatiFn a::FLnt in the 

9FFB F=  enesis are :rL:ial tF hLDan Ln;erstan;in>	  F;�s FMerall GLrGFses =Fr :reatiFn 

:annFt 9e liDite; tF it� -rinitarian theFlF>P F= natLre	 there=Fre	 inMesti>ates hFN the 

-rinitarian  F; en>a>es Nith the Daterial NFrl; an; Nhat this iDGlies� "n  LntFnds trinitarian 

theFlF>P	 this is a:hieMe; in a :ertain NaP�  iMen FLr ;is:LssiFn F=  LntFnds -rinitarian 

theFlF>P in :haGter =iMe	 there is nF nee; tF reMisit the ;etails here� !FNeMer	 a sLDDarP F= 

9asi: i;eas Fn Nhi:h Ne :an later 9Lil; =Lrther ar>LDents DaP helG� 

�Fr  LntFn	 0estern :iMilisatiFn�s Gersistent Dala;P is its in=atLatiFn Nith  reeB ;LalisD	 

Nhi:h Dani=ests itsel= in =alse nFtiFns F= relatiFnalitP� !e =in;s -rinitarian relatiFnalitP a 

Gana:ea =Fr it an; an en; tF all ;LalisDs�  LntFn ;eGen;s Fn "renaeLsds iDa>e F=  F; 

en>a>in> Nith the NFrl; Lsin> his tNF han;s _ the ,Fn an; the ,Girit� �lthFL>h his theFlF>P 

is ;raNn =rFD ;i==erent GFrtiFns F= the �i9le	 the relatiFnshiG 9etNeen the ,Girit an; the 

in:arnate; Christ 9e:FDes a =raDeNFrB =Fr eOGli:atin>  F;ds relatiFnshiG tF the Daterial 

NFrl;� "n the in:arnatiFn	 the �ather relates tF the ,Fn thrFL>h the !FlP ,Girit� -he Daterial 

Christ Nas alNaPs in a relatiFnshiG F= ;eGen;en:e Fn the ,Girit _ he Nas :Fn:eiMe;	 

sLstaine;	 an; resLrre:te; 9P the DinistrP F= the !FlP ,Girit	 Nhi:h esta9lishes the GFint that 

athe Bin>;FD F=  F; realise; in the DinistrP	 ;eath an; resLrre:tiFn F= #esLs ;Fes nFt 

;istin>Lish as Ne sFDetiDes 9etNeen sGirit an; Datter�b�-he ,Girit	 in relatin> tF the 

in:arnate ,Fn	 reMeals  F;ds ;esire tF relate tF the NhFle Daterial NFrl;	 >iMin> ;ire:tiFn an; 

Deanin> tF the histFrP an; Daterial GrF:esses F= the NFrl;	 as the DF;ern "n;ian Christian

theFlF>ians ha; alsF re:F>nise;� 

!FNeMer	 in the saDe :haGter	 Ne alsF F9serMe; that Nhile  LntFnds Ln;erstan;in> F= 

relatiFnalitP Nas helG=Ll	 it Nas :arMe; FLt in the 0estern :FnteOt	 Nhere arelatiFnb Nas 

GriDarilP :Fn:eiMe; as 9ase; Fn aFtherness�b -here=Fre	 the a"b an; the athFLb F=ten aGGear 

� Gunton, Christ and Creation, 1�.
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9asi: i;eas Fn Nhi:h Ne :an later 9Lil; =Lrther ar>LDents DaP helG� 

�Fr  LntFn	 0estern :iMilisatiFn�s Gersistent Dala;P is its in=atLatiFn Nith  reeB ;LalisD	 

Nhi:h Dani=ests itsel= in =alse nFtiFns F= relatiFnalitP� !e =in;s -rinitarian relatiFnalitP a 

Gana:ea =Fr it an; an en; tF all ;LalisDs�  LntFn ;eGen;s Fn "renaeLsds iDa>e F=  F; 

en>a>in> Nith the NFrl; Lsin> his tNF han;s _ the ,Fn an; the ,Girit� �lthFL>h his theFlF>P 

is ;raNn =rFD ;i==erent GFrtiFns F= the �i9le	 the relatiFnshiG 9etNeen the ,Girit an; the 

in:arnate; Christ 9e:FDes a =raDeNFrB =Fr eOGli:atin>  F;ds relatiFnshiG tF the Daterial 

NFrl;� "n the in:arnatiFn	 the �ather relates tF the ,Fn thrFL>h the !FlP ,Girit� -he Daterial 

Christ Nas alNaPs in a relatiFnshiG F= ;eGen;en:e Fn the ,Girit _ he Nas :Fn:eiMe;	 

sLstaine;	 an; resLrre:te; 9P the DinistrP F= the !FlP ,Girit	 Nhi:h esta9lishes the GFint that 

athe Bin>;FD F=  F; realise; in the DinistrP	 ;eath an; resLrre:tiFn F= #esLs ;Fes nFt 

;istin>Lish as Ne sFDetiDes 9etNeen sGirit an; Datter�b�-he ,Girit	 in relatin> tF the 

in:arnate ,Fn	 reMeals  F;ds ;esire tF relate tF the NhFle Daterial NFrl;	 >iMin> ;ire:tiFn an; 

Deanin> tF the histFrP an; Daterial GrF:esses F= the NFrl;	 as the DF;ern "n;ian Christian

theFlF>ians ha; alsF re:F>nise;� 

!FNeMer	 in the saDe :haGter	 Ne alsF F9serMe; that Nhile  LntFnds Ln;erstan;in> F= 

relatiFnalitP Nas helG=Ll	 it Nas :arMe; FLt in the 0estern :FnteOt	 Nhere arelatiFnb Nas 

GriDarilP :Fn:eiMe; as 9ase; Fn aFtherness�b -here=Fre	 the a"b an; the athFLb F=ten aGGear 

� Gunton, Christ and Creation, 1�.
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relates tF natLre =rFD FLtsi;e the NFrl;� (n the Fther han;	 �;Maita GrFGFses its FNn 

Ln;erstan;in> F= hFlisD	 Nhi:h	 as DF;ern "n;ian Christians an; �alit theFlF>ians haMe 

ar>Le;	 =ails tF a:BnFNle;>e the realitP F= the Daterial :reatiFn� 

� strL>>le 9etNeen ;eMelFGDental an; e:FlF>i:al DF;els Nas hi>hli>hte; in li9eratiMe 

;is:FLrses Fn natLre	 Nhi:h Nere tra:e; tF their MisiFns F= relatiFnalitP� ,eMeral MFi:es 

re:F>nise; a :lear
:Lt 9FLn;arP 9etNeen  F; an; the Daterial NFrl; as a GrereHLisite tF 

hLDan ;eMelFGDent� !FNeMer	 the :ritiHLe 9P e:FtheFlF>P that sL:h DF;els are sLs:eGti9le 

tF e:FlF>i:al a9Lse Nas Nell
=FLn;e;� "n :Fntrast	 the �alit	 e:F an; e:F=eDinist DF;els F= 

relatiFnalitP hi>hli>hte; the GriDa:P F= Datter in relatiFnshiGs� 

 LntFn a;;resse; the GrF9leD F= relatiFnalitP in his FNn :FnteOt an; GrFGFse; -rinitarian 

theFlF>P as a Gana:ea� !FNeMer	 it Nas =FLn; that his relatiFnalitP reste; GriDarilP Fn 

aFtherness�b 

-hese ;is:FLrses =Fster the nee; =Fr a DF;el F= relatiFnalitP in Nhi:h sGirit an; Datter are 

neither Gla:e; a>ainst ea:h Fther nFr 9e:FDe in;istin>Lisha9le� +eMertin> tF in:arnatiFn as 

 F;9F;P GrFMi;es a GrFGer >rFLn; =Fr :Fn:eiMin> sL:h a relatiFnalitP� -he terD  F;9F;P is 

siDilar tF  F;
Dan in that it eOGlains the tNF natLres F= Christ� !FNeMer	 the terD 9F;P is 

Deant here tF GriFritise the Daterial 9Fn;s 9etNeen  F; an; :reatiFn an; there9P atteDGt tF 

FMer:FDe the GrF9leD F= sGirit
Datter ;LalitP��

�rFD this GFsitiFn	 the eDGhasis Fn the DaterialitP F= Christ ;FMetails Nith the li9eratiMe 

stress F= Daterial :Fnne:tiFns in relatiFnalitP� �s sL:h	 it :FntinLes tF :hallen>e Fther 

DF;els F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP	 in:lL;in> the �;Maiti: DF;el	 an; the Gra>Dati: DF;el 

F= ;eMelFGDent that atteDGts tF GLsh  F; FLt F= natLre� "t alsF :hallen>es  LntFnds 

-rinitarian DF;el	 Nhere aFthernessb is the ;FDinant asGe:t F= relatiFnalitP� -he hFlisti: 

natLre F= the in:arnatiFn alsF re:F>nises the >FF;ness inherent tF Datter an; there9P F==ers 

Christian theFlF>P a startin> GFint =Fr a :FnMersatiFn Nith the Daterialist s:hFFls in "n;ia	 

Nhere there is aan instin:tiMe a::eGtan:e F= the GriDa:P F= the Daterial hLDan 9F;P an; the 

Daterial earth Fn Nhi:h it liMes�b�

	 Peter Scott, from w<om I <ave 6orrowed t<is term, uses it wit< a <yD<en as in God	6ody. However, I <ave 
omitted t<e <yD<en to Drevent any indication of lingering dualism. Scott, !olitical Theology, 233.


 C<attoDad<yaya, �o6ayata, xxi.

�
�

relatiFnal :FDGleO in the :ase F= the �ather an; ,Fn is eternal	 entirelP 
re:iGrF:al	 an; nFt :Fn:eiMa9le as the resLlt F= an a:t F= sel=
;eterDinatiFn	 
Nhereas in the :ase F= :reatiFn	 it has a 9e>innin>	 it DLst 9e thFL>ht F= as a 
=ree a:t F= ;iMine ;eterDinatiFn	 an; is asPDDetri:al�  F; NFLl; 9e  F; 
NithFLt the NFrl;��

,iDilarlP	 )annen9er> has ar>Le; that a-he :reatiFn F= :reatLres ;istin:t =rFD  F; rests Fn 

the sel=
;istin:tiFn F= the eternal ,Fn�b�

-he se:Fn; :laiD is that the DaterialitP F= the in:arnatiFn is the DF;el F= GrFGer DaterialitP 

itsel=� "n Fther NFr;s	 9P Gla:in> the in:arnatiFn at the :entre F= the theFlF>P F= natLre	 

Nhat " aD GrFGFsin> is tF tLrn the Ganentheisti: =FrDLla F= natLre as  F;ds 9F;P Fn its hea; 

tF  F;ds 9F;P as natLre _ the DaterialitP F= the in:arnate; ,Fn 9e:FDes here the lF:Ls =Fr 

the theFlF>P F= natLre� -his DFMe	 " Nill ar>Le	 is sL==i:ient tF a;;ress the 

�alit�e:F�e:F=eDinist eDGhasis Fn DaterialitP NithFLt tLrnin> tF GanentheisD� "n:arnatiFn 

eOGli:ates  F;ds relatiFn tF :reatiFn in the Gast	 Gresent an; =LtLre in a NaP that re:F>nises 

the strL>>les an; enliMens the asGiratiFns F= the �alits�	 "n Fther NFr;s	 nFt ALst Nhat 

Christians 9elieMe a9FLt the Daterial NFrl; 9Lt alsF its li9eratiFn is :Fn:retelP arti:Llate; 

=rFD the stan;GFint F= the realitP F= the in:arnatiFn� -hLs	 =Fr Christians	 as 0Fl=hart 

)annen9er> GLts it	 a,FteriFlF>P DLst =FllFN =rFD ChristFlF>P	 an; nFt Mi:e Mersa� 

(therNise	 =aith in salMatiFn lFses anP real =FLn;atiFn�b


�::Fr;in>lP	 in the =FllFNin>	 " GrFGFse sFDe :riti:al iDGli:atiFns =Fr sitLatin> in:arnatiFn 

at the heart F= the "n;ian Christian theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; releMant tF the Gresent


;aP :FnteOt F= "n;ia�

46/6.6 	!�ar!a&io! a% a para�ig  o� )hol�!�%%

�s F9serMe; in the interreli>iFLs ;is:FLrse	 in the "n;ian :FnteOt	 sGirit
Datter ;LalitP	 

Nhi:h is a DF;ern ;F>Da	 is seen 9P !in;L aGFlF>ists as in;istin>Lisha9le =rFD	 an; eMen 

the =rLit F=	 the Christian 9elie= in a  F; NhF is GFsitiFne; in FGGFsitiFn tF the natLral 

NFrl;� -his >iMes the iDGressiFn	 seen in /iMeBanan;ads :FDGlaint	 that the Christian  F; 

� Williams, Heart of Creation, 221–22.
� Wolf<art Pannen6erg, $ystematic Theology, II (Grand *aDids, %I: William. B. �erdmans Pu6lis<ing, 1994), 63.
� Peter Scott makes a similar argument in A !olitical Theology of �ature (Cam6ridge: Cam6ridge University

Press, 2003), 234.
� Wolf<art Pannen6erg, �esus��od and man, trans. Lewis L. Wilkins and Duane A. Prie6e (P<iladelD<ia:

Westminster Press, 196�), 4�.
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Press, 2003), 234.
� Wolf<art Pannen6erg, �esus��od and man, trans. Lewis L. Wilkins and Duane A. Prie6e (P<iladelD<ia:

Westminster Press, 196�), 4�.
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natLre i= Ne :an Ln;erstan; the DPsterP F= the hLDan 9F;P _ the /eha Fr the 
Daterial hLDan 9F;P is the Di:rF:FsD F= the LniMerse�1�

-hese iDa>es that tie Daterial 9F;ies Nith :reatiFn are re=le:te; in the �alit stress Fn the 

9F;P as an eGisteDFlF>i:al tFFl in Nhi:h the BnFNle;>e F= the NFrl; is eD9F;ie; an; 

relatiFnal	 9rFL>ht a9FLt 9P hLDan la9FLr in natLre� ,iDilarlP	 the :entral :Fn:ern in the 

e:FlF>i:al stress Fn the :FrGFreal iDa>e F=  F; seeDs tF 9e 9ase; Fn the assLDGtiFn that 

Fne Nith a :FrGFreal relatiFn shares a ;eeGer 9Fn; F= eDGathP Nith the Gain F= the Fther� "t 

is natLral =Fr a DFther tF lFMe her FNn :hil;ren DFre than the :hil;ren F= her nei>h9FLr� "n 

Fther NFr;s	 :FrGFrealitP is a DarB F= a==initP� �Le tF this ;esire	 enMirFnDentalists an; 

e:FtheFlF>ians	 9Fth !in;L an; Christian	 tLrn tF eD9F;ie; iDa>es F= natLre� 

�lthFL>h " =in; DanP F= these analF>ies restri:tiMe in eOGlainin>  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP 

�the reasFns =Fr Nhi:h " eOGlain in later GFints�	 their :FntinLal Lsa>e in the Daterial 

:LltLres GFints tF a lFn>in> =Fr an eD9F;ie;	 aenDattere;  F;b that is =Ll=ille; in the 

in:arnatiFn� 0ith the in:arnatiFn	  F; FGens hiDsel= tF relate tF hLDanitP in their NFrl; F= 

sGa:e an; tiDe an; DaBes hiDsel= aMaila9le =Fr Fthers tF >ain an eD9F;ie; BnFNle;>e F= 

hiD� -he earlP ;is:iGlesd BnFNle;>e F= the in:arnate; ,Fn Nas 9ase; Fn their haMin> 

aseenb	 ahear;b	 an; atFL:he;b the 0Fr; F= li=e �1 #Fhn 1�1
��	 =Fr he ha; 9e:FDe liBe theD 

a=LllP hLDan in eMerP NaPb �!e9 ��1���  

�s " ha; in;i:ate; earlier	 Nhile the Daterial Fneness F= Christ Nith :reatiFn GrFMi;es a

9asis =Fr relatiFnalitP	 in:lL;in> the =Ll=ilDent F= the lFn>in> =Fr eD9F;ie; relatiFnalitP	 it 

alsF raises an issLe :Fn:ernin> the ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen the tNF� 

46/606 	!�ar!a&io! a!� &h� � bi(al�!& �a&'r� o� �r�a&io!

�t Fne leMel	 Christds in:arnatiFn =Fsters the Christian 9elie= that natLre	 as the :reatiFn F= 

 F;	 is >FF;	 sF >FF; that the ,Fn :FLl; taBe LGFn :reatLreliness� �n; Pet	 Christds 

sL==erin> as a hLDan _ his Gain	 tire;ness	 thirst an; hLn>er	 an; the AFLrneP tFNar;s ;eath 

Fn the :rFss	 e:hF the si>hs an; >rFans F= :reatiFn �+FD ��1�
���� 

1� C<attoDad<yaya, �o6ayata, xxi.

�
�

!FNeMer	 relatiFnalitP 9ase; Fn siDilarities	 sL:h as DaterialitP	 :an alsF 9e as FGGressiMe 

as the Fnes 9ase; Fn Ftherness	 as it DaP ;riMe FLt the ;istin:tiFns altF>ether an; GLsh =Fr 

Lni=FrDitP� -his is Garti:LlarlP the :ase in :FnteDGFrarP ;is:LssiFns a9FLt hFlisD in the 

GFst:FlFnial :liDate F= "n;ia� -he in;iMi;Lal ;istin:tiFns are F=ten 9lLrre; in the naDe F= 

GreserMin> the :FDDLnitP Fr the NhFle� ,iDilarlP	 the enMirFnDental ;is:FLrses ten; tF >F 

tF a GFint Nhere all ;istin:tiFns 9etNeen hLDans an; natLre are F9literate;� 

"n :Fntrast	 the Daterial Christ GrFMi;es a 9asis F= relatiFnalitP that taBes 9Fth siDilaritP 

Nith an; ;istin:tiFn =rFD natLre seriFLslP� �s =LllP  F;	 he shares ;iMinitP Nith the ,Girit 

an; Pet relates tF the latter as a ;istin:t GersFn� ,iDilarlP	 Nhile he shares his hLDanitP Nith 

Ls	 he alsF stan;s aGart =rFD Ls sF that he :an relate tF Ls as thFse ;istin:t =rFD hiD� 0e 

Nill eOaDine the iDGli:atiFns F= this Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP in the =FllFNin> GFints� 

�Fr nFN	 it sL==i:es tF reiterate that in a GFstDF;ern an; GFst:FlFnial :FnteOt	 Nhere nFn


;LalitP has eDer>e; as a neN 9en:hDarB in interreli>iFLs aGFlF>eti:s	 the Daterial Christ 

stan;s as a Gara;i>Dati: eOGressiFn F= the NhFleness GrFDise; 9P the Christian >FsGel� 

46/6/6 	!�ar!a&io! a% a ��ar�h �or � bo�i�� ��la&io!ali&y

�Lrther	 the :entralitP F= in:arnatiFn ali>ns Nith the ;esire F= e:F=eDinist	 e:FtheFlF>ians

an; �alit thinBers an; theFlF>ians tF :Fn:eiMe F=  F; an; natLre relatiFnalitP in an 

eD9F;ie; =ashiFn� &anP reasFns attra:t thinBers tF these eD9F;ie; iDa>es�

"n the :haGter Fn li9eratiMe ;is:FLrse	 it Nas nFte; that neN DaterialisD a::entLates the 

eDGhasis Fn the Daterialisti: :Fnne:tiFn 9etNeen the 9F;P an; the Daterial NFrl;� (n the 

Fne han;	 this ;eMelFGDent =FllFNs =rFD the s:ienti=i: Gi:tLre F= the Daterial NFrl; 

;is:FMere; 9P eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP an; HLantLD De:hani:s that ;eGi:t Datter as teeDin> 

Nith li=e an; inter:Fnne:tiFns� (n the Fther han;	 it is a :FnseHLen:e F= the re:F>nitiFn	 

Garti:LlarlP =rFD the a-hir; 0Frl;	b that theFlF>P :annFt eO:lLsiMelP =F:Ls Fn athe sFLlb in 

a :FnteOt Nhere the Daterial 9F;P is the Mi:tiD F= GFMertP	 DalnLtritiFn an; MiFlent 

;is:riDinatiFn� 

"n;ian Daterialisti: s:hFFls	 in:lL;in> CharMaBa	 a:BnFNle;>e the linB 9etNeen the 9F;P 

an; the earth� ChattFGa;hPaPa ar>Les that in CharMaBa	 Fne F9serMes

an instin:tiMe >rFGin> at a theFrP a::Fr;in> tF Nhi:h the hLDan 9F;P an; the 
earth are assLDe; tF haMe the saDe natLre	 the tNF 9ein> taBen as intera:tin> 
an; inter
;eGen;ent^ it shFLl; nFt 9e GFssi9le tF Ln;erstan; the DPsterP F= 
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natLre i= Ne :an Ln;erstan; the DPsterP F= the hLDan 9F;P _ the /eha Fr the 
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�
�
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46/6/6 	!�ar!a&io! a% a ��ar�h �or � bo�i�� ��la&io!ali&y
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:entLrP� -he in:arnatiFn rather eOGFses Nhat  LntFn :alls the ;erailDent F= :reatiFn =rFD 

the GLrGFses F=  F; an; its GrF:liMitP tF reMert tF nFthin>ness	 tF ;eath� -hLs	 Nhen Christ	 

as the a%Fr;b F= :reatiFn	 HLells the stFrD an; raises the ;ea;	 he 9Fth eOGFses :reatiFnds 

re9elliFn a>ainst  F; an; esta9lishes his aLthFritP FMer it�

-his GrF:liMitP F= natLre ali>ns Nith �alit eOGerien:es in natLre� �>ainst the i;ealisti: 

ten;en:ies inherent in "n;ian e:FlF>i:al ;is:FLrses	 �alit eOGerien:es assert that =ar =rFD 

9ein> a sGa:e F= a;LlatiFn	 natLre is in;ee; are; in tFFth an; :laN�b CFnteDGFrarP 

enMirFnDental an; e:FlF>i:al ;is:FLrses seeD tF iDGlP that natLre	 i= le=t =ree F= hLDan 

interMentiFn	 Nill eOhi9it a >entle :hara:ter� (n the :FntrarP	 eOGerien:es F= �alit	 �;iMasi 

an; Fther :FDDLnities liMin> :lFse tF natLre sL>>est that NithFLt GrFGer hLDan 

interMentiFn	 natLre :an 9e:FDe tPranni:al an; the la9FLr in it a>Fnisin>� 0hat is F=ten nFt 

realise; is that in the GriDitiMe sF:ieties that the enMirFnDentalists an; the e:FtheFlF>ians 

tLrn tF =Fr insGiratiFn	 the la:B F= hLDan interMentiFn in natLre Nas nFt DFtiMate; 9P 

enMirFnDental :Fn:erns 9Lt 9P the nee; tF aGGease natLre ;eities	 NhFse =aMFLr theP Nere 

tF :LrrP in Fr;er tF aMFi; natLral ;isasters	 Nhi:h theP :Fnsi;ere; Misi9le si>ns F= ;iMine 

;isGleasLre� !erDen $rFes9er>en an; #FhanneBe $rFes9er>en
$aDGs shFN this tF 9e the 

:ase in the 3aD9ian :FnteOt	 Nhere anatLre is har;lP :Fnsi;ere; a =rien;lP Gartner	 natLre is 

terri=Pin> an; ;an>erFLs� "t is the 9Lsh Nhere the sGirit NFrl; is :lFse	 tFF :lFse =Fr 

:FD=Frt�b1�

'atLre	 in this sense	 has a ;e>ree F= aD9i>LitP _ it stan;s as 9Fth a :F
sL==erer an; :F
re9el 

alFn>si;e hLDans� �s DL:h as it is ;estrFPe; 9P hLDans	 sF :an it 9e li9erate; FnlP 9P 

hLDan interMentiFn Ln;er ;iMine ;ire:tiFn� "n:arnatiFn shFNs that the ;estinP F= :reatiFn is 

intertNine; Nith the F9e;ien:e	 ;eath an; resLrre:tiFn F= Fne aDanb	 the ,Fn� -he ,Fn is a 

:F
sL==erer Nith :reatiFn 9Lt :hFFses nFt tF 9e:FDe its :F
re9el	 an; in ;Fin> sF 9e:FDes a 

Griest F= :reatiFn �a terD that 9Fth  LntFn an; -Frran:e eDGlFP� _ as aDanb	 he Gresents 

:reatiFn 9e=Fre  F; an; as its a%Fr;b	 he Gresents  F; tF :reatiFn� !e 9e:BFns Fther 

hLDans tF 9e:FDe aneN :reatiFnb an; en>a>e Nith :reatiFn as its Griests� 0hen the hLDan 

relatiFnshiG Nith natLre taBes a GriestlP rFle liBe Christ	 it sa=e>Lar;s :reatiFn a>ainst 

hLDan eOGlFitatiFn Nhile alsF FGenin> it LG =Fr s:ienti=i: inMesti>atiFn� 

1� Hermen Kroes6ergen and "o<anneke Kroes6ergen	 KamDs, ‘T<e &on	*omantic Idea of &ature in African
T<eology’, HT$ Teologiese $tudies � Theological $tudies ��, no. 3 (August 2021): �, 3, <ttDs:�� 
�www.a>ol.infoindex.D<D�<ts�article�view�2121�4.
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-he stress Fn the >FF;ness an; >rFanin> F= natLre is ;e:isiMe in en>a>in> Nith 9Fth 

interreli>iFLs an; li9eratiMe ;is:FLrses�11 ,in:e the Daterial NFrl; is a :reatiFn F= a >FF; 

an; lFMin>  F;	 it is inherentlP >FF;	 an; its >FF;ness an; inte>ritP nee; tF 9e GreserMe;� 

�;Maita	 e:F=eDinists an; e:FtheFlF>ians are a::Lrate in attri9Ltin> the ;estrL:tiFn F= 

natLre tF the ;LalisD an; the aMari:e F= DF;ernitP an; in eOGFsin> the narratiMes that 

le>itiDise the ille>itiDate eOGressiFns F= hLDan ;FDiniFn FMer natLre� -heP aGGrFGriatelP 

eDGhasise the sL==erin> F= the natLral NFrl; ;Le tF hLDan a9Lse F= it� -he :FnteOt F= the 

�nthrFGF:ene GFses =resh :hallen>es =Fr 9Fth the reli>iFLs an; nFn
reli>iFLs i;iFDs Fn 

natLre	 Garti:LlarlP :Fn:ernin> their MieNs Fn hLDanitP an; its Gla:e Nithin the natLral 

NFrl;� �esGite the Lr>en:P	 a sPsteDati: resGFnse tF these :hallen>es =rFD Nithin the 

Christian i;iFD :annFt 9e eOGlFre; =Lrther in this resear:h� �Fr nFN	 it :an 9e ar>Le; �al9eit 

sLGer=i:iallP� that Christian Ln;erstan;in> F= :reatiFn is rFFte; in the triGartite =raDeNFrB 

F= the relatiFnshiG 9etNeen  F;	 hLDanitP an; natLre� !LDan aLtFnFDP that is 9ehin; the 

a9Lse F= natLre is a :FnseHLen:e F= the ;isen>a>eDent =rFD  F;	 Ln;er NhFse tLtela>e 

hLDans Nere tF relate ri>htlP tF natLre� -his ;isen>a>eDent has le; tF the :FllaGse F= the 

triGartite strL:tLre	 Lnrestri:te; hLDan ;FDinatiFn FMer natLre an; the eOa:er9atiFn F= 

e:FlF>i:al :rises� -hLs	 e:FlF>i:al sin LltiDatelP steDs =rFD hLDan ;enial that the NFrl; 

9elFn>s tF  F; �)sa ���1��1�

 LntFn :Fnten;s that Christds F9e;ien:e tF  F; thrFL>h the ,Girit ena9les hiD tF relate 

ri>htlP tF natLre� �s the in:arnate; ,Fn an;	 there=Fre	 a Gart F= :reatiFn	 he eOGerien:es an; 

shares in the Gain an; 9rFBenness that the Daterial NFrl; en;Lres	 :aLsin> hiD tF >rFan 

alFn> Nith it� !e i;enti=ies Nith the NFrl; as an en=leshe; aDanb an; sFn F= �;aD	 Da;e 

=rFD the :laP F= the NFrl; an; thLs Gart F= the natLral NFrl;� !is hLDan eOGerien:es nFt 

FnlP aLthenti:ate his hLDanitP 9Lt alsF reMeal the 9rFBenness F= the :reatiFn that he sF 

Nillin>lP 9e:aDe Gart F=� -his Ln;erstan;in> F= natLreds >rFanin> shFLl; GrFGel the 

:hLr:hds GrFGheti: DinistrP in the :FnteOt F= the �nthrFGF:ene�

'Fnetheless	 =rFD a Christian GFint F= MieN	 the Fri>ins F= >rFanin> in natLre eOten; 

9ePFn; the GFllLtiFn :aLse; 9P hLDans sin:e the "n;Lstrial +eMFlLtiFn F= the late 1�th 

11 T<e dual nature of creation as good and groaning, Darticularly in t<e context of science is exDlored in 
C<ristoD<er Sout<gate, The �roaning of Creation: �od� �Aolution� and the !roblem of �Ail (Louisville, K1:
Westminster "o<n Knox Press, 200�).

1� Gunton says, Y*econciliation wit< God... is t<e necessary condition for reconciliation 6etween DeoDle and
Deace wit< t<e environment. wit<out Dutting t<at rig<t, t<e rest will not <aDDen eit<er.� Gunton, The
Christian Faith, �2.
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Nillin>lP 9e:aDe Gart F=� -his Ln;erstan;in> F= natLreds >rFanin> shFLl; GrFGel the 

:hLr:hds GrFGheti: DinistrP in the :FnteOt F= the �nthrFGF:ene�

'Fnetheless	 =rFD a Christian GFint F= MieN	 the Fri>ins F= >rFanin> in natLre eOten; 

9ePFn; the GFllLtiFn :aLse; 9P hLDans sin:e the "n;Lstrial +eMFlLtiFn F= the late 1�th 

11 T<e dual nature of creation as good and groaning, Darticularly in t<e context of science is exDlored in 
C<ristoD<er Sout<gate, The �roaning of Creation: �od� �Aolution� and the !roblem of �Ail (Louisville, K1:
Westminster "o<n Knox Press, 200�).

1� Gunton says, Y*econciliation wit< God... is t<e necessary condition for reconciliation 6etween DeoDle and
Deace wit< t<e environment. wit<out Dutting t<at rig<t, t<e rest will not <aDDen eit<er.� Gunton, The
Christian Faith, �2.
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�Lrther	 an; ;raNin> =rFD the �alit eOGerien:es in natLre	 it is natLral tF asB Nhat the Gla:e 

F= the Gain=Ll an; >rFanin> asGe:ts F= natLre _ the ;eath an; ;e:aP it eOGerien:es _ is in the 

Ganentheisti: DF;el F= the 9F;P F=  F;� "= these asGe:ts F= natLre are Gart F=  F;	 Nhat 

;Fes this Dean =Fr the 9ein> F=  F;� )anentheisD seeDs tF sL>>est that :Fnsi;erin> natLre 

as  F;ds 9F;P ensLres that  F; has eD9F;ie; eOGerien:es F= the Daterial NFrl;	 Nhi:h Nill 

lea; tF a ;eeGer sense F= eDGathP =Fr Nhat haGGens tF :reatiFn haGGens tF  F;� �Lt ;Fes 

that Dean that  F; nee;s tF eOGerien:e all eOGerien:es F= all =inite 9ein>s an; the entire 

:reatiFn tF 9e a==e:tiMe tFNar;s thFse thrFL>h NhFD  F; eOGerien:es theD� 

0ar;ds F9Ae:tiFn a>ainst GanentheisD in this re>ar; is helG=Ll� �lthFL>h it is Da;e 

:Fn:ernin> the eOGerien:es that =ree hLDan a>ents 9rin> tF the 9F;P F=  F;	 it :an alsF 9e 

aGGlie; in the :FnteOt F= ;ealin> Nith anFDalies in natLre� 0ar; ar>Les that

���  F; :annFt eOGerien:e thin>s eOa:tlP as =inite GersFns ;F� -he eOGerien:e 
F= a DLr;erer has in DLr;erin> a Mi:tiD is nFt an eOGerien:e  F; :FLl; 
a:tLallP haMe	 as the DLr;erer has it� ,F Fne Di>ht Nish tF saP that  F; BnFNs 
Nhat it is liBe tF haMe sL:h an eOGerien:e�  F; =eels its a==e:tiMe tFne� �Lt  F; 
alsF rea:ts ne>atiMelP tF sL:h eOGerien:es	 an; that is an essential Gart F= hFN 
 F; eOGerien:es theD�  F;ds Ger=e:tiFn ;istan:es the eOGerien:es F= sin=Ll 
an; i>nFrant 9ein>s =rFD  F;	 DaBes theD nFt reallP cGartd F=  F;	 9Lt rather 
:aLses F= a==e:tiMe reGresentatiFn in  F; F= =inite eOGerien:es�1	

-he 9lLrre; ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen  F; an; the NFrl; has :FnseHLen:es =Fr natLre	 tFF� (n:e 

it 9e:FDes Gart F=  F;	 it is rF99e; F= its FNn F9Ae:tiMe realitP that  F; an; hLDans :an 

relate tF� -he �alit eOGerien:es F= eOGlFitatiFn thrFL>h the ;iMinisatiFn F= natLre shFN that 

Nhen natLre is nFt resGe:te; =Fr Nhat it is an; Da;e tF 9e Gart F=  F;	 Nhat =FllFNs is nFt 

hi>her e:FlF>i:al :Fns:iFLsness 9Lt the i;FlatrP F= natLre an; a re=Lsal tF inter=ere in its 

anFDalies	 eMen =Fr natLreds saBe� -he natLre that is ;iMinise; is NFrshiGGe;	 neither 

stL;ie; nFr :are; =Fr� (= :FLrse	 natLre :an 9e :Fnsi;ere; asa:re;	b 9Lt its sa:re;ness ;Fes 

nFt =FllFN =rFD Fr iDGlP its ;iMinisatiFn�1


�Fr these reasFns an; a>ainst the a9Lse F= hLDans an; natLre thrFL>h its ;iMinisatiFn	 a 

theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; 9ase; Fn the in:arnatiFn LGhFl;s that althFL>h  F; ;Fes nFt 

1� Keit< Ward, ‘T<e World as t<e Body of God: A Panent<eistic %etaD<or’, in In (hom (e �iAe and MoAe and 
HaAe  ur �eing: !anentheistic #eflections on �odLs !resence in a $cientific (orld, ed. P<iliD Clayton and 
Art<ur Peacocke (Grand *aDids, %I: William B. �erdmans Pu6lis<ing, 2004), �0.

1� As is t<e case in some Western writings suc< as t<at of WirN6a. However, t<ey are 6ased on C<ristian insig<ts
and do not oDerate against t<e cultural 6ackdroD w<ere t<e God	nature unity is a widely em6raced
D<enomenon. &orman WirN6a, This $acred �ife: HumanityLs !lace in a (ounded (orld (Cam6ridge: 
Cam6ridge University Press, 2021), 12�–��.

�1�

-he aD9iMalent natLre F= :reatiFn is alsF Fne reasFn NhP a :ertain Ftherness 9etNeen  F; 

an; :reatiFn nee;s tF 9e Daintaine;� 
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0e alrea;P nFte; in the Gre:e;in> :haGters that e:FlF>i:allP DFtiMate; �;Maiti: an; 

Ganentheisti: DF;els F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFns are :Frre:t in 9eDFanin> DF;ernitPds 

;isen>a>eDent =rFD  F; an; the ;esa:ralisatiFn F= the NFrl;� !FNeMer	 taBin> a 

rea:tiFnarP :FLrse	 theP F=ten tLrn tF the lF:al DF;els F=  F;
hLDan
natLre harDFnP	 

Nhi:h theP Daintain tF 9e sFLr:es =Fr natLreds healin>�1� CFnseHLentlP	 DF;els that F==er a 

Lni=ie; MisiFn F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG	 sL:h as DFnisD an; GanentheisD	 are GLtatiMelP 

=aMFLre; an; Ln:riti:allP eD9ra:e;� �ll :FnMersatiFns a9FLt hFlisD	 relatiFnalitP an; sGirit


Datter nFn
;LalitP =FllFN =rFD this i;iFD a9FLt  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG� 

!FNeMer	 althFL>h helG=Ll tF :Fn:eiMe a :lFseness 9etNeen  F; an; the NFrl;	 as " hinte; 

a9FMe	 these DF;els alsF AeFGar;ise the aFthernessb F= ea:h ;istin:t realitP Nithin the  F;


hLDan
natLre relatiFnalitP 9P ;iDinishin> the 9FLn;aries 9etNeen theD� -here=Fre	 the 

issLe in e:FlF>i:allP DFtiMate; ;is:FLrses in the "n;ian :FnteOt is nFt their :ritiHLe F= the 

;LalisD that has :FDe tF Ln;er>ir; DL:h F= DF;ern s:ien:e tF;aP	 9Lt the sFlLtiFn that 

=FllFNs that :ritiHLe� "n Fther NFr;s	 Nhat is the natLre F= relatiFnalitP 9etNeen  F; an; the 

NFrl;� shFLl; it 9e :Fnsi;ere; in the ;FDinant �;Maiti:	 DFnisti: tra;itiFn	 Fr Ganentheisti: 

sense� �lthFL>h Christian theFlF>P has alNaPs resiste; the DFnisti: MisiFn F= LnitP 

9etNeen  F; an; the NFrl;	 GanentheisD has =reHLentlP 9een an attra:tiMe FGtiFn in its 

histFrP� 

%iBe  LntFn	 " =in; the Ganentheisti: DF;el Lnsatis=Pin> =Fr seMeral reasFns� �Fr Fne	 eMen 

Nhen GanentheisD is GFsite; as a sFlLtiFn	 as +� -� &Lllins ar>Les	 a la:B F= :laritP eOists 

re>ar;in> Nhat the aenb in GanentheisD stan;s =Fr an; Nhat Bin; F= relatiFnalitP it 

GFstLlates�1�

1� T<is researc< is limited in its investigation of t<e Danent<eistic model of God	world relations<iD in t<e Indian
context of t<e science	religion discussion. T<e li6erative discourse in t<e Indian context, no dou6t, oDens uD 
sDace for an in	deDt< conversation wit< t<e Western Danent<eistic sc<ools. However, due to various
limitations, t<ey cannot 6e Dursued <ere.

1� *. T. %ullins, ‘T<e Difficulty wit< Demarcating Panent<eism’, $ophia ��, no. 3 (SeDtem6er 2016): 3.
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natLre an; DaP eMen resLlt in the FGGressiFn F= hLDan 9ein>s� � GrFGer Ln;erstan;in> F= 

relatiFnalitP re:F>nises the ;istin:tiFn nFt FnlP 9etNeen  F; an; the NFrl; 9Lt alsF 

9etNeen hLDanitP an; the rest F= :reatiFn� -hat this is reHLire; =Fr natLral s:ien:e is aGtlP 

GFinte; FLt 9P -hFDas -Frran:e	 thFL>h in a ;i==erent :FnteOt	 NhF HLFtes #Fhn 

&a:DLrraP saPin>	 a"= Ne are tF BnFN the NFrl;	 Ne DLst see tF it that it reallP is an 

eOternal NFrl;� -hat Deans nFt DerelP that the NFrl; DLst reDain eOternal tF Ls 9Lt that Ne 

DLst reDain eOternal tF it�b��

"n this :FnteOt F= Daintainin> an FntFlF>i:al ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen  F; an; natLre	 the 

;F:trine F= creatio ex nihilo 9e:FDes ;e:isiMe� �arlP "n;ian Christians sL:h as 'eheDiah 

 Freh an; �rahDa9an;ha9 .Ga;hPaPa Nere in LnisFn Nith  LntFn in 9elieMin> that 

creatio ex nihilo is a LniHLelP Christian ;F:trine	 9Lt theP thFL>ht a9FLt it lar>elP tF >Lar; 

the =ree;FD an; sFMerei>ntP F=  F;� �Fr  LntFn	 the lF>i: F= creatio ex nihilo is 

thFrFL>hlP ChristFlF>i:al� ,LDDarisin> �L>Lstineds MieN Fn creatio ex nihilo ��on1e>>ion>

1����	  LntFn :FDDents that �L>Lstine	

ar>Les that i= :reatiFn is Da;e FLt F=  F;ds FNn sL9stan:e_Nhi:h �L>Lstine 
ri>htlP sees tF 9e the FnlP alternatiMe tF :reatiFn FLt F= nFthin>_then it NFLl; 
9e eHLal tF  F;ds FnlP
9e>Ftten ,Fn� -his is an interestin> an; iDGFrtant 
GFint	 =Fr it ;istin>Lishes :reatiFn =rFD eDanatiFn =Fr chri>tolo2ical reasFns� 
"= :reatiFn is the iDGartin> tF the NFrl; F= sFDethin> =rFD the 9ein> F=  F;	 
then it has a DeasLre F= ;iMinitP in it	 an; �L>Lstine realises that it NFLl; then 
in that resGe:te; ho8oo@>io>	 F= Fne sL9stan:e	 Nith  F; the �ather� -he 
;F:trine F= the eternal ,Fn GreMents this	 9e:aLse the ,Fnds FntFlF>i:al 9Lt 
ne:essarP relatiFn tF the �ather >rFLn;s the NFrl;ds :Fntin>en:P��1

�esGite its re:ent :riti:isD 9P the Ganentheisti: DF;el F= the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG	��

creatio ex nihilo :FntinLes tF reDain releMant tF the ;is:LssiFn a9FLt  F;
NFrl; relatiFn 

an; tF Daintainin> a healthP ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen  F; an; the NFrl;��� "n the :FnteDGFrarP 

"n;ian :FnteOt	 �alit eOGerien:es F= FGGressiFn thrFL>h the sa:ralisatiFn F= natLre an; their 

sear:h =Fr DF;ern s:ien:e F==er a GFsitiMe startin> GFint =Fr the ;is:LssiFn Fn creatio ex 

nihilo� -he GriDarP :FnMersatiFn here nee; nFt 9e a9FLt the releMan:e F= creatio ex nihilo tF 

LGhFl; the sFMerei>ntP F=  F;	 althFL>h that NFLl; 9e Gart F= the ;is:FLrse� "nstea;	 its 

�� "o<n %acmurray, The �oundaries of $cience: A $tudy in the !hilosophy of !sychology (London: �a6er �
�a6er, 1939), ��� cited in Torrance, Theological $cience (London: Oxford University Press, 1969), 3�.

�1 Gunton, ‘T<e Doctrine of Creation’, ��.
�� We encountered t<em in See 3.� and 4.2.2.
�� �or a good defense of creatio ex ni<ilo against Danent<eism, see Soskice, ‘W<y Creatio �x &i<ilo’.
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>ate:rash the natLral NFrl; =rFD the FLtsi;e	  F; Daintains a :lear ;istin:tiFn =rFD the 

natLral NFrl;�  

�Fr  LntFn	 the =ree DFMeDent F=  F; in natLre an; his ;istin:tiFn =rFD it :an 9e hel; 

tF>ether 9P his nFtiFn F= relatiFnalitP� -his Deans that althFL>h the Christian Ln;erstan;in> 

F= the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG 9ase; Fn the in:arnatiFn reGL;iates  reeB ;LalisDs	 it ;Fes 

nFt lea; tF an FntFlF>i:al :FllaGse F=  F; an; :reatiFn	 =Fr there is a :ertain ;LalitP in the 

NFrl;� !e =Lrther :lari=ies the ;i==eren:e 9etNeen the tNF	 saPin> 

this ;LalitP F=  F; an; the NFrl; is nFt a ;LalisD F= the Bin; that ;iMi;es Fne 
se:tFr F= :reate; realitP =rFD anFther _ 9F;P =rFD sFLl	 Din; =rFD Datter� 
-here are tNF realities	  F; an; the NFrl; he has Da;e	 ea:h Nhat theP are in 
their GrFGer sGhere� %FFBin> =FrNar;	 Ne :an see that the 9asis =Fr this ;LalitP

in
relatiFn is tF 9e =FLn; in the =a:t that in #esLs Christ the :reatFr an; the 
:reate; Deet NithFLt anP sL9MersiFn F= the 9ein> F= the Fther�1�

"n anFther Gla:e	 he =Lrther eOGlains	

-he ;F:trine F= the a9sFlLte HLalitatiMe ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen  F; an; the 
:reate; Fr;er ;eGen;s LGFn an aGGrehensiFn F= the GersFnal a:tiFn F=  F; in 
tiDe an; sGa:e� -he reasFn��� is that NithFLt a GersFnal relatiFn :entre; Fn 
 F;ds =ree inMFlMeDent in the NFrl; in #esLs Christ	 sFDe lF>i:al Fr 
FntFlF>i:al _ an; hen:e ne:essitarian _ linB ten;s tF 9e Da;e 9etNeen  F; 
an; the NFrl;�1�

�s =ar as the stress Fn nFn
;LalitP an; hFlisD is :Fn:erne;	 Christian theFlF>ians a>ree 

Nith �;Maiti: an; Fther MFi:es that a stri:t seGaratiFn 9etNeen  F; an; natLre is a>ainst the 

natLre F= natLre� "n =a:t	 >iMen the :Fntin>ent statLs F= :reatiFn in Christian i;iFD	 it is 

neMer re>ar;e; as :Lt lFFse =rFD  F; 9Lt ;eGen;ent entirelP Fn  F;� "t is FnlP in this sense 

that Christian theFlF>P F= :reatiFn :an 9e :Fnsi;ere; nFn
;Lalisti:� -he Christian 

Ln;erstan;in> F= a:reatiFnb Deans that there :annFt 9e :reatiFn NithFLt the CreatFr	 Nhile 

:reatiFn reDains ;istin:t =rFD the CreatFr ;Le tF its :reate;ness� �FllFNin> this :FnMi:tiFn	 

Christian theFlF>P F= :reatiFn sits 9etNeen �;Maita an; the Gra>DatisD F= 'an;a	 

:Fn:Lrrin> Nith the =FrDer Fn the nFn
;LalitP F= the CreatFr an; :reatiFn an; Nith the latter 

Fn the nFn
i;entitP F= the tNF� 0ith �;Maita	 it re:F>nises that as a :Fntin>ent :reatiFn	 

natLre is neMer shLt tF the DFMeDent F=  F;� Nith 'an;a	 it re:F>nises that natLre is 

nFni;enti:al Nith  F;	 =Fr =ailin> tF ;istin>Lish 9etNeen the tNF :an lea; tF the i;FlatrP F= 

1	 Gunton, The Christian Faith, 11. Italics original.
1
 Gunton, The Triune Creator, 9�.
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natLre an; DaP eMen resLlt in the FGGressiFn F= hLDan 9ein>s� � GrFGer Ln;erstan;in> F= 
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GFinte; FLt 9P -hFDas -Frran:e	 thFL>h in a ;i==erent :FnteOt	 NhF HLFtes #Fhn 

&a:DLrraP saPin>	 a"= Ne are tF BnFN the NFrl;	 Ne DLst see tF it that it reallP is an 
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�� "o<n %acmurray, The �oundaries of $cience: A $tudy in the !hilosophy of !sychology (London: �a6er �
�a6er, 1939), ��� cited in Torrance, Theological $cience (London: Oxford University Press, 1969), 3�.

�1 Gunton, ‘T<e Doctrine of Creation’, ��.
�� We encountered t<em in See 3.� and 4.2.2.
�� �or a good defense of creatio ex ni<ilo against Danent<eism, see Soskice, ‘W<y Creatio �x &i<ilo’.
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1	 Gunton, The Christian Faith, 11. Italics original.
1
 Gunton, The Triune Creator, 9�.
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,e:Fn;lP	 althFL>h creatio ex nihilo Nas lF>i:allP rea:he; =rFD in:arnatiFn	 9Fth ;F:trines 

serMe ;i==erent GLrGFses� �Fr instan:e	 Nhile " haMe Lse; in:arnatiFn here tF =Fster Daterial 

LnitP 9etNeen  F; an; :reatiFn	 creatio ex nihilo Nas :arMe; FLt tF ;F the eOa:t FGGFsite`

tF Daintain a healthP ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen  F; an; the Daterial NFrl;� 0hat is alsF tF 9e 

Ln;erstFF; here is that creatio ex nihilo Nas nFt iDa>ine; tF ;eMalLe the Daterial NFrl; 9Lt 

tF LGhFl; its ;istin:t	 9Lt nFt FGGFsite	 i;entitP� -hrFL>h in:arnatiFn	 as an aen=leshe;b 

9ein>	  F; esta9lishes Nith the rest F= the :reatiFn an aFntFlF>i:al hFDF>eneitP	b the 

nFtiFn that  LntFn inMFBes =rFD �thanasiLs 9Lt ;Fes nFt eOGlFre =Lrther�  -he aFntFlF>i:al 

hFDF>eneitPb F= in:arnatiFn ;Fes nFt ;estrFP the laPers F= relatiFns	 as the in:arnate; ,Fn 

relates tF :reatiFn as 9Fth aDanb an; a%Fr;b F= :reatiFn� "n this sense	 the in:arnate; ,Fn 

Daintains 9Fth FntFlF>i:al hFDF>eneitP an; ;istin:tiFn =rFD the Daterial NFrl;� -hLs	 9Fth 

in:arnatiFn an; ex nihilo reMeal the lFMe F=  F; =Fr :reatiFn	 in his Ftherness =rFD :reatiFn 

an; in his Fneness tF it�

46/626 �r'�i,*io! a!� �r�a&io! 

"n  LntFnds -rinitarian theFlF>P	 :reatiFn an; re;eDGtiFn are interlinBe;� !e is 

sLGralaGsarian	 Daintainin> that Christ NFLl; haMe in:arnate; re>ar;less F= the �all� 

!FNeMer	  LntFn 9elieMes that the �all ha; tie; :reatiFn in a NaP that the :rFss 9e:aDe 

athe hin>e Fn Nhi:h all salMatiFn tLrns�b�	

"n Fther NFr;s	 althFL>h  F; ha; GLrGFse =Fr :reatiFn	 Nhi:h inMFlMes Christ	 the �all 

9e:FDes ;e:isiMe =Fr the shaGe that the in:arnatiFn NFLl; taBe�  F; re;eeDs :reatiFn 

thrFL>h the :rFss F= Christ sF that it is ;eliMere; =rFD its DFMeDent 9a:BNar;s intF 

;issFlLtiFn an; restFre; in the traAe:tFrP F= its Ger=e:tiFn tF the Graise an; >lFrP F=  F;� 

-hLs	 the iDGli:atiFns F= the :rFss are nFt DerelP =Fr in;iMi;Lal sFLls tF 9e saMe; FLt F= the 

NFrl; 9Lt =Fr the entire :FsDFs� "n anFther sense	 the :rFss is Nhere #esLs Ger=e:ts 

F9e;ien:e thrFL>h the ,Girit an; 9e:FDes aa reGresentatiMe saDGle F= =allen =lesh GLri=ie; 

an; Gresente; tF  F; the �ather�b�


"n FLr earlier ;is:LssiFn �CreatiFn as a )rFAe:t Ln;er ������	 Ne nFti:e; that	 =Fr  LntFn	 

Nhat ails natLre is nFt FnlP the GFllLtiFn :aLse; 9P hLDan 9ein>s 9Lt alsF	 Ln;er the e==e:ts 

�� Gunton, The Christian Faith, 1�.
�� Gunton, Christ and Creation, �9.
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a:hieMeDent in =Fsterin> an FntFlF>i:al ;istin:tiFn =rFD  F; nee;s tF 9e LGhel; sF that its 

GFtential tF FGen :reatiFn =Fr inMesti>atiFn :an 9e realise; =Fr the saBe F= hLDan li9eratiFn�

(n the Fther han;	 sin:e the ;F:trine eMFlMe; =rFD ChristFlF>i:al rather than :FsDFlF>i:al 

:Fn:erns	 it shFLl; alsF 9e releMant =Fr interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le	 Nherein its lF>i: ;Fes nFt 

alNaPs nee; tF 9e ;eriMe; =rFD the :FsDFlF>i:al ;e9ates	 9Lt =rFD the in:arnatiFn�  LntFn 

is a>ain helG=Ll here sin:e	 =Fr hiD	 the NhFle e;i=i:e F=  F;ds relatiFnshiG Nith the 

Daterial NFrl; :an 9e Ln;erstFF; 9P his relatiFnshiG Nith the NFrl; in histFrP an; nFt 

FtherNise� "n =a:t	 in his ;F:tFral NFrB	 he :laiDs that the la:B F= aGGre:iatiFn =Fr histFrP in 

the Ganentheisti: DF;el F= Charles !artshFrne le;  LntFn tF lean tFNar;s the �arthian 

DF;el��� -hLs	  LntFn rea:hes the :Fn:lLsiFn F= the Ftherness F= natLre	 DFst eOGli:itlP 

a;;resse; in creatio ex nihilo Mia the in:arnatiFn F= the ,Fn� -hese linBs shFLl; 9e 

eOGlFite; in :FnMersatiFns Nith 'eF
!in;L aGFlF>ists NhF F9Ae:t tF creatio ex nihilo Fn the 

9asis F= natLral laN tF >Li;e it 9a:B tF Nhere it >reN =rFD _ the realitP F= the in:arnatiFn� 

!FNeMer	 at least tNF F9Ae:tiFns a>ainst the FtherisatiFn F= :reatiFn =rFD  F;	 Garti:LlarlP 

thrFL>h creatio ex nihilo	 eDer>e =rFD the Gre:e;in> ;is:FLrses theDselMes� 

�irstlP	 >iMen the GFst:FlFnial settin> F= :FnteDGFrarP "n;ia	 Nhere all =FrDs F= FtherisatiFn 

are la:e; Nith DFtiMes F= GFNer	 :an the FtherisatiFn F=  F; an; :reatiFn �Fr hLDan an; 

:reatiFn� 9e Daintaine;� �s +e>ina ,:hNartQ :har>es	 a/iFlen:e is nFt FnlP Nhat Ne ;F tF 

the (ther� "t is GriFr tF that� /iFlen:e is the MerP :FnstrL:tiFn F= the (ther�b�� "n 

:FnteDGFrarP eOGerien:es	 the FtherisatiFn F= natLre has F=ten le; tF its eOGlFitatiFn	 9Lt 

Nhether there is a :aLsal linB 9etNeen the tNF is nFt tena9le� �Fr Fne	 all =FrDs F= 

FtherisatiFn nee; nFt 9e eOGlFitatiMe� "n =a:t	  LntFn :alls the !FlP ,Girit an a>ent F= 

FtherisatiFn	 NhF Ftherises nFt tF sL9AL>ate	 9Lt tF en>a>e the Ftherise; as the trLlP Fther� 

�Lrther	 it alsF raises a HLestiFn as tF Nhether FtherisatiFn shFLl; 9e reAe:te; 9e:aLse F= the 

eOGerien:e F= :FlFnialitP Fr shFLl; FtherisatiFn 9P  F; 9e a DF;el F= GrFGerlP relatin> tF 

the Fther in their Ftherness an; :hallen>e :FlFnialitP�  iMen that =FrDs F= relatiFnalitP that 

reAe:t FtherisatiFn :an 9e as eOGlFitatiMe as thFse that Ftherise	 it seeDs Mia9le that relatin> 

GrFGerlP reHLires a :ertain Bin; F= Ftherness in relatiFn�

�� Colin �. Gunton, �ecoming and �eing: The �octrine of �od in Charles Hartshorne and �arl �arth (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 19��).

�� *egina %. Sc<wartN, The Curse of Cain: The 'iolent �egacy of Monotheism (C<icago, IL: University of
C<icago Press, 199�), �.
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�� Colin �. Gunton, �ecoming and �eing: The �octrine of �od in Charles Hartshorne and �arl �arth (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 19��).

�� *egina %. Sc<wartN, The Curse of Cain: The 'iolent �egacy of Monotheism (C<icago, IL: University of
C<icago Press, 199�), �.
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9etNeen the tNF sta>es F= #esLsd :areer	 naDelP the histFri:al #esLs an; the resLrre:te; 

Christ� 

-Frran:eds arti:LlatiFn in this re>ar; is helG=Ll	

��� nFthin> that #esLs Christ Nas	 taL>ht an; ;i; is tF 9e Ln;erstFF; an; 
interGrete; thrFL>h anP Bin; F= a9stra:tiFn =rFD the sGatiF
teDGFral strL:tLres 
an; :Fn;itiFns F= :Fn:rete hLDan eOisten:e� CLt aNaP =rFD #esLs Christ the 
=a:t F= the in:arnatiFn F= the ,Fn F=  F; in this NFrl;	 an; eMerPthin> 
9e:FDes =ra>Dente;	 an; Gara;FOi:al	 an; eDGtP F= ;e:isiMe si>ni=i:an:e� 
-his aGGlies a9FMe all tF the resLrre:tiFn F= #esLs Christ =rFD the ;ea;	 =Fr it 
NFLl; 9e HLite Lnintelli>i9le an; nFnsensi:al i= the :FnsLDDatiFn F=  F;ds 
NFrB in sGa:e an; tiDe Nere nFt F= the saDe tissLe as all the rest F= it� 
!FNeMer ;i==i:Llt it DaP 9e =Fr Ls	 the Dessa>e F= the resLrre:tiFn is 
inseGara9lP 9FLn; LG Nith the F9Ae:tiMe strL:tLres F= sGa:e an; tiDe F= the 
:reate; :FsDFs	 9Lt the =Ln;aDental realitP inherent in it all	 Nhi:h the 
resLrre:tiFn itsel= LnMeile;	 is that in #esLs Christ  F; hiDsel= has :FDe 
GersFn intF FLr NFrl; an; Dani=este; hiDsel= in the 9F;P	 in the NhFleness 
an; Ln;iDinishe; inte>ritP F= hLDan 9ein>	 Pet in sL:h a NaP as tF re;eeD 
an; trans=FrD Nhat he has assLDe; thrFL>h the 9irth	 li=e	 GassiFn an; 
resLrre:tiFn F= #esLs���

0hat haGGens in the resLrre:tiFn F= Christ is nFt the re:eGtiFn F= a neN sGiritLal 9F;P 

;eMFi; F= all :FrGFrealitP� "nstea;	 the eDGtP >raMe is an a==irDatiFn that a-F 9e a sGiritLal 

9F;P is nFt tF 9e less 9F;P 9Lt DFre trLlP an; :FDGletelP 9F;P�b��
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�s  LntFn ri>htlP saPs	 as:ensiFn is F=ten Ln;erstFF; as nFthin> DFre than aan aGGen;iO tF 

talB F= the resLrre:tiFn�b�� (ne F= the reasFns NhP the ;F:trine is =reHLentlP ;isre>ar;e; is 

the sGe:LlatiMe :Fn:lLsiFns it :an lea; tF a9FLt the Daterial natLre F= the as:en;e; Christ�

 LntFn a::eGts that the as:ensiFn is as histFri:al as the resLrre:tiFn an;	 there=Fre	 Gart F= 

the :FntinLLD F= the a:areerb F= #esLs	 an; a:learlP inMFlMes��� the taBin> LG F= his 

hLDanitP intF  F;�b�1 !FNeMer	  LntFn NFn;ers i= ashFLl; Ne nFt Ln;erstan; this :hie=lP 

in terDs F= the e:FnFDP F= salMatiFn	 F= the NaPs F=  F; tF the NFrl;	 rather than in sFDe 

NaP that Di>ht aGGear tF sL>>est a :han>e in the inner 9ein> F=  F;�b�� -his is NhP	 =Fr 

�	 T<omas �. Torrance, $pace� Time and #esurrection (London: T�T Clark, 2019), 1��–�9.
�
 Torrance, $pace� Time and #esurrection, 141.
�� Gunton, Christ and Creation, 66.
�1 Gunton, Christ and Creation, 6�.
�� Gunton, Christ and Creation, 66.

�1�

F= the �all	 its FNn ten;en:P tF DFMe 9a:BNar;s intF ;issFlLtiFn an; its ;esire tF 9e 

;eliMere; =rFD it	 si>ni=ie; 9P its >rFanin>� -he in:arnate; ,Fn eOGerien:es this >rFanin> 

;Le tF the Daterial =a9ri: he shares Nith the NhFle F= :reatiFn� �alit an; �;iMasi 9F;ies 

re:F>nise the >rFanin> F= the :reatiFn as thFse liMin> :lFse tF it	 9Lt alsF ;Le tF their 

Daterialisti: eGisteDFlF>P� -he linBin> F= :reatiFn an; the :rFss at Fn:e iDGlies 9Fth the 

>FF;ness F= the Datter an; the lFMe  F; has =Fr !is :reatiFn� �s  F;ds a>FF;b :reatiFn	 the 

Daterial NFrl; an; Daterial 9F;ies are alrea;P F9Ae:ts F=  F;ds lFMe	 9Lt the :rFss eOhi9its 

the eOtent F=  F;ds lFMe =Fr hLDan 9ein>s in all their DaterialitP	 an; thrFL>h the saDe 

Daterial 9Fn;	 the re;eDGtiFn F= the entire :FsDFs�
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-he >FsGel Dessa>e =rFD its 9e>innin> tie; the resLrre:tiFn F= Christ tF the resLrre:tiFn F= 

hLDanBin; an; the latter tF the reneNal F= all :reatiFn	 Nhi:h is NhP	 in the Christian 

i;iFD	 the hFGe =Fr the reneNal F= the Daterial NFrl; has its DFst =Ln;aDental =FLn;atiFn 

in #esLsds 9F;ilP resLrre:tiFn� 

"n  LntFnds ;F:trine F= resLrre:tiFn an; FNin> tF his ;eGen;en:e Fn "renaeLsd

Ln;erstan;in> F=  F; relatin> tF the NFrl; thrFL>h !is tNF han;s	 the eDGhasis is that it is 

the a:t F= the triLne  F;� CFnseHLentlP	 he :Fn:entrates Fn the rFle F= the ,Girit in

resLrre:tiFn� �s an a>ent F= =FrNar; DFMeDent an; trans=FrDatiFn	 it is the !FlP ,Girit NhF 

raises Christ	 FGenin> the ;FFr tF trans=FrDatiFn nFt FnlP F= FLr 9F;ies 9Lt alsF F= the 

entire Daterial NFrl;� -his GneLDatFlF>i:al stress in resLrre:tiFn GrFMi;es  LntFn Nith an 

ethi: Nherein hLDan en;eaMFLrs sL:h as arts an; s:ien:es are a Deans F= trans=FrDin> 

:reatiFn Nith the helG F= the ,Girit tF the >lFrP F=  F;� -hLs	 resLrre:tiFn thrFL>h the ,Girit 

GrFMi;es  LntFn Nith 9Fth a hFGe =Fr the =LtLre an; a ratiFnale =Fr athis
NFrl;lPb GLrsLits 

an; :LltLral en>a>eDent in the here an; nFN� 

!FNeMer	 9e:aLse  LntFnds relatiFnalitP is 9ase; Fn the a::FLnt F= the ,Giritds relatiFnshiG 

Nith Daterial Christ	 he ;Fes nFt eOGlFre the linBs 9etNeen the resLrre:te; 9F;P F= Christ 

an; its iDGli:atiFns =Fr DaterialitP� "n the :FnteOt F= "n;ia	 Nhere Datter is F=ten re>ar;e; 

as se:Fn;arP tF the sFLl an; salMatiFn is :Fn:eiMe; in a ;iseD9F;ie; Danner	 the 

es:hatFlF>i:al hFGe F= Daterial trans=FrDatiFn =FretFl; in the resLrre:tiFn F= Christ reDains 

Fne F= the DFst GFtent Dessa>es� "ts releMan:e lies in the :FntinLitP F= the Daterial 9Fn; 
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:FLl; re=le:t Fn the Daterial NFrl; =rFD FLr GFsitiFn	 the sel=
reMelatiFn F=  F; GrFMi;e; 

the :rL:i9le Nithin Nhi:h sL:h a re=le:tiFn :FLl; taBe shaGe� �lthFL>h this leane; Ls tFNar; 

 LntFnds -rinitarian theFlF>P F= natLre	 Ne ;e:i;e; tF >aL>e its releMan:e =rFD Nithin the 

"n;ian :FnteOt F= interreli>iFLs aGFlF>eti:s an; sF:iF
e:FnFDi: inALsti:e� -his allFNe; Ls 

tF 9Fth a;FGt :riti:al insi>hts =rFD  LntFn an; ;is:lFse their :FnteOtLal liDitatiFns�  

�Lrther	 " 9Lilt LGFn DP earlier :ritiHLe F=  LntFnds NFrB �:haGter ��	 naDelP	 that his 

Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP as 9ase; Fn FtherisatiFn is in=lLen:e; 9P his :LltLral lF:atiFn� 

" ar>Le; that this lFG
si;e; Gi:tLre :FLl; 9e :Frre:te; 9P GaPin> hee; tF e:F=eDinist	 

e:FtheFlF>i:al an; �alit Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP 9ase; Fn Daterial 9Fn;s rather than

ALst FtherisatiFn� "t Nas alsF hFGe; that e:F=eDinist	 e:FtheFlF>i:al an; �alit MFi:es NFLl; 

9etter Ln;erstan; aFtherisatiFnb 9P en>a>in> Nith  LntFn� 

CFnseHLentlP	 Ne lFFBe; at the Daterial Christ	 the  F;9F;P	 as the lF:Ls =Fr the theFlF>P 

F= the Daterial NFrl;� -his le; tF ;raNin> FLt F= seMeral iDGli:atiFns	 in:lL;in> an 

Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP that has a Gla:e =Fr the re:F>nitiFn F= 9Fth Ftherness an; 

Fneness� -he inter:LltLral aGGrFa:h ;eMelFGe; in this :haGter elL:i;ates that  F;ds 

relatiFnshiG Nith the Daterial NFrl; in:lL;es 9Fth Fneness an; Ftherness� 

-F assess the MalLe F= this :Fn:lLsiFn rea:he; 9P taBin> an inter:LltLral aGGrFa:h tF the 

theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl;	 Ne :an retLrn tF the iDa>e F= trian>LlatiFns �����1�� 0e 

F9serMe; three trian>LlatiFns Nith the Daterial NFrl; as an F9Ae:t F= inHLirP� �;Maita


DF;ern "n;ian Christian	 %i9eratiMe
 DF;ern	 an; "n;ian
0estern� -hese trian>LlatiFns 

haMe >Li;e; the resear:h 9P GrFMi;in> restri:tiFns an; leeNaPs in its traAe:tFrP� -he 

:Fn:lLsiFn rea:he; 9P inter:LltLral theFlF>P Gla:es Ls Nithin all three trian>LlatiFns in a 

NaP that the theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; Nith Christ at its :entre :an :Fntri9Lte tF theD 

all�  

"n the :FnMersatiFn Nith �;Maita	 =Fr instan:e	 the inter:LltLral theFlF>P F= the Daterial 

NFrl; a>rees that realitP :annFt 9e re;L:e; tF DaterialitP� !FNeMer	 >iMen that the Daterial 

Christ is at the :entre F= sL:h a theFlF>P	 it alsF :ritiHLes the �;Maiti: sL9AL>atiFn F= 

DaterialitP Fr its =F:Ls Fn ;iseD9F;ie; salMatiFn�  

"n the trian>LlatiFn 9etNeen the li9eratiMe an; DFst Christian Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP 

tFF	 inter:LltLral theFlF>P =in;s a Di;;le >rFLn;� "t a>rees Nith the :FnteOtLal theFlF>i:al 

ar>LDent that DF;ern theFlF>P has F=ten 9een a sFLr:e F= FtherisatiFn an; sL9AL>atiFn� 

��1

 LntFn	 the GriDarP =F:Ls F= the as:ensiFn eMent is tF esta9lish the =Ln:tiFn F= Christ aas 

the eternal De;iatFr 9etNeen heaMen an; earth�b��

!FNeMer	 -Frran:e >Fes a steG =Lrther an; F==ers DFre :laritP Fn Nhat as:ensiFn Deans =Fr 

the aDanb Christ an;	 there9P	 =Fr all thFse NhF share the 9Fn; F= =lesh Nith hiD� �Fr 

-Frran:e	 

-he as:ensiFn Deans the eOaltatiFn F= Dan intF the li=e F=  F; an; Fn tF the 
thrFne F=  F;� "n the as:ensiFn	 the ,Fn F= &an	 'eN &an in Christ	 is >iMen 
tF GartaBe F= ;iMine natLre� -here Ne rea:h the >Fal F= in:arnatiFn	 in FLr >reat 
)rF;FDFs Fr �FrerLnner at the ri>ht han; F=  F;� 0e are Nith #esLs 9esi;e 
 F;	 =Fr Ne are >athere; LG in hiD an; in:lL;e; in his FNn sel=
GresentatiFn 
9e=Fre the �ather���

!FNeMer	 GartaBin> F= the ;iMine natLre in Christ ;Fes nFt Dean that all ;istin:tiFns 

9etNeen  F; an; hLDan 9ein>s are F9literate;� "n =a:t	

-his NFLl; 9e the eOa:t anti
thesis F= Nhat the Christian  FsGel tea:hes	 =Fr 
the eOaltatiFn F= Dan intF sharin> the ;iMine li=e an; lFMe	 a==irDs the realitP F= 
his hLD9le :reatLrelP 9ein>	 9P DaBin> hiD liMe FLt F= the trans:en;en:e F= 
 F; in an; thrFL>h #esLs alFne� -he hPGFstati: LniFn F= the ;iMine an; hLDan 
natLres in #esLs GreserMes the hLDan an; :reatLrelP 9ein> he tFFB =rFD Ls	 an; 
it is in an; thrFL>h FLr sharin> in that hLDan an; :reatLrelP 9ein>	 san:ti=ie; 
an; 9lesse; in hiD	 that Ne share in the li=e F=  F; Nhile reDainin> Nhat Ne 
Nere Da;e tF 9e	 Den an; nFt >F;s���

-hese GFints in;i:ate that the -rinitarian  F; is 9Fth Ftherisin>  F; _ in that he re>ar;s Ls 

as the Fther tF NhFD Ne :an relate	 Nhile the !FlP ,Girit is an a>ent F= FtherisatiFn _ an; 

nFn
Ftherisin>  F; _ in #esLs	  F; shares a Daterial :Fnne:tiFn Nith :reatiFn� -he 

inter:LltLral theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; :Fnsi;ers 9Fth Fneness an; Ftherness	 as 

F9serMe; in the in:arnatiFn	 as :rL:ial DarBers F= relatiFnalitP an;	 there=Fre	 =FLn;atiFnal 

tF FLr BnFNle;>e F= the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG�   
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:Fn:ernin> the natLre F= theFlF>P� the sel=
reMelatiFn F=  F; an; the :LltLral lF:ate;ness F= 
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�� Gunton, Christ and Creation, 6�.
�� Torrance, $pace� Time and #esurrection, 13�.
�� Torrance, $pace� Time and #esurrection, 136.



226 227

���
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 LntFnds -rinitarian theFlF>P F= natLre	 Ne ;e:i;e; tF >aL>e its releMan:e =rFD Nithin the 

"n;ian :FnteOt F= interreli>iFLs aGFlF>eti:s an; sF:iF
e:FnFDi: inALsti:e� -his allFNe; Ls 

tF 9Fth a;FGt :riti:al insi>hts =rFD  LntFn an; ;is:lFse their :FnteOtLal liDitatiFns�  

�Lrther	 " 9Lilt LGFn DP earlier :ritiHLe F=  LntFnds NFrB �:haGter ��	 naDelP	 that his 

Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP as 9ase; Fn FtherisatiFn is in=lLen:e; 9P his :LltLral lF:atiFn� 

" ar>Le; that this lFG
si;e; Gi:tLre :FLl; 9e :Frre:te; 9P GaPin> hee; tF e:F=eDinist	 

e:FtheFlF>i:al an; �alit Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP 9ase; Fn Daterial 9Fn;s rather than

ALst FtherisatiFn� "t Nas alsF hFGe; that e:F=eDinist	 e:FtheFlF>i:al an; �alit MFi:es NFLl; 

9etter Ln;erstan; aFtherisatiFnb 9P en>a>in> Nith  LntFn� 

CFnseHLentlP	 Ne lFFBe; at the Daterial Christ	 the  F;9F;P	 as the lF:Ls =Fr the theFlF>P 

F= the Daterial NFrl;� -his le; tF ;raNin> FLt F= seMeral iDGli:atiFns	 in:lL;in> an 

Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP that has a Gla:e =Fr the re:F>nitiFn F= 9Fth Ftherness an; 

Fneness� -he inter:LltLral aGGrFa:h ;eMelFGe; in this :haGter elL:i;ates that  F;ds 

relatiFnshiG Nith the Daterial NFrl; in:lL;es 9Fth Fneness an; Ftherness� 

-F assess the MalLe F= this :Fn:lLsiFn rea:he; 9P taBin> an inter:LltLral aGGrFa:h tF the 

theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl;	 Ne :an retLrn tF the iDa>e F= trian>LlatiFns �����1�� 0e 

F9serMe; three trian>LlatiFns Nith the Daterial NFrl; as an F9Ae:t F= inHLirP� �;Maita


DF;ern "n;ian Christian	 %i9eratiMe
 DF;ern	 an; "n;ian
0estern� -hese trian>LlatiFns 

haMe >Li;e; the resear:h 9P GrFMi;in> restri:tiFns an; leeNaPs in its traAe:tFrP� -he 

:Fn:lLsiFn rea:he; 9P inter:LltLral theFlF>P Gla:es Ls Nithin all three trian>LlatiFns in a 

NaP that the theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; Nith Christ at its :entre :an :Fntri9Lte tF theD 

all�  

"n the :FnMersatiFn Nith �;Maita	 =Fr instan:e	 the inter:LltLral theFlF>P F= the Daterial 

NFrl; a>rees that realitP :annFt 9e re;L:e; tF DaterialitP� !FNeMer	 >iMen that the Daterial 

Christ is at the :entre F= sL:h a theFlF>P	 it alsF :ritiHLes the �;Maiti: sL9AL>atiFn F= 

DaterialitP Fr its =F:Ls Fn ;iseD9F;ie; salMatiFn�  

"n the trian>LlatiFn 9etNeen the li9eratiMe an; DFst Christian Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP 

tFF	 inter:LltLral theFlF>P =in;s a Di;;le >rFLn;� "t a>rees Nith the :FnteOtLal theFlF>i:al 

ar>LDent that DF;ern theFlF>P has F=ten 9een a sFLr:e F= FtherisatiFn an; sL9AL>atiFn� 

��1

 LntFn	 the GriDarP =F:Ls F= the as:ensiFn eMent is tF esta9lish the =Ln:tiFn F= Christ aas 

the eternal De;iatFr 9etNeen heaMen an; earth�b��

!FNeMer	 -Frran:e >Fes a steG =Lrther an; F==ers DFre :laritP Fn Nhat as:ensiFn Deans =Fr 

the aDanb Christ an;	 there9P	 =Fr all thFse NhF share the 9Fn; F= =lesh Nith hiD� �Fr 

-Frran:e	 

-he as:ensiFn Deans the eOaltatiFn F= Dan intF the li=e F=  F; an; Fn tF the 
thrFne F=  F;� "n the as:ensiFn	 the ,Fn F= &an	 'eN &an in Christ	 is >iMen 
tF GartaBe F= ;iMine natLre� -here Ne rea:h the >Fal F= in:arnatiFn	 in FLr >reat 
)rF;FDFs Fr �FrerLnner at the ri>ht han; F=  F;� 0e are Nith #esLs 9esi;e 
 F;	 =Fr Ne are >athere; LG in hiD an; in:lL;e; in his FNn sel=
GresentatiFn 
9e=Fre the �ather���
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CONCLUSION

-his resear:h has :FDe a lFn> NaP	 traMersin> =iel;s as ;iMerse as s:ien:e an; reli>iFn	 

:FnteOtLal theFlF>P	 interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le	 an; inter:LltLral theFlF>P� "t has a;;resse; a 

ran>e F= issLes releMant tF MariFLs =iel;s F= BnFNle;>e� "n this :haGter	 " Nill F==er an 

FMerMieN F= the traAe:tFrP F= this resear:h	 sLDDarise the BeP resear:h =in;in>s Mis
S
Mis the 

resear:h HLestiFn� an; ;eDFnstrate their :Fntri9LtiFn tF the >lF9al ;is:LssiFn Fn s:ien:e an; 

reli>iFn� �t the saDe tiDe	 " Nill alsF hi>hli>ht the liDitatiFns F= this resear:h an; i;enti=P 

GFtential areas =Fr =Lrther resear:h�

�ra�i!g &h� �ra���&ory7 
b%�r(i!g &h� �il�%&o!�%

-he nee; =Fr this stL;P eDer>e; =rFD MariFLs eOGerien:es an; :FnteOts that in:reasin>lP 

GFse; the HLestiFn F=  F;�s relatiFnshiG Nith the Daterial NFrl;� 

&P earlP ;a99lin> in s:ien:e an; reli>iFn Nas 9P rea;in> literatLre sLrrFLn;in> the 

;eMelFGDent F= /e;i: s:ien:e	 a DFMeDent that :laiDe; that seMeral ;is:FMeries F= DF;ern 

s:ien:e Nere =Fresha;FNe; in the /e;as� -his :Fn:lLsiFn Nas nFt DerelP a Datter F= 

theFlF>i:al re=le:tiFn� in the DLltireli>iFLs :FnteOt F= "n;ia	 it alsF ha; sF:iF
GFliti:al 

:FnseHLen:es� .GFn :lFser eOaDinatiFn	 " ;is:FMere; that a :riti:al ar>LDent in the :laiDs F= 

/e;i: s:ien:e	 an; DL:h F= the !in;L en>a>eDent Nith s:ien:e in >eneral	 Nas their :ritiHLe 

F= DF;ern s:ien:e as re;L:tiFnist an; their Ln;erstan;in> F= !in;L s:ien:e as hFlisti:� 

�LrtherDFre	 hFlisD in these :FnMersatiFns F=ten re=erre; tF a sGirit
Datter relatiFnalitP 

:Fn:eiMe; in the �;Maiti: Fr DFnisti: NaP�  

-he Fther ;ire:tiFn =rFD Nhere the HLestiFn F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP rea:he; De Nas the 

:FnteOt F= sF:iF
e:FnFDi: ineHLalitP an; inALsti:e in Nhi:h " >reN LG� -hFse " liMe; Nith 

F=ten asBe; De	 a�Fes  F; :are a9FLt DP Daterial Nell
9ein>�b -he HLestiFn GFinte; tF the 

nee; tF eOGlFre the Christian Ln;erstan;in> F=  F;ds relatiFnshiG tF DaterialitP itsel=� 0as 

there a =raDeNFrB F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP that :FLl; GrFMi;e hFGe an; iDGetLs =Fr 

li9eratiFn in the here
an;
nFN :FnteOt F= sF:iFe:FnFDi: ineHLalitP� 

-hese HLestiFns are nFt nFMel	 an; Christians haMe :FnteDGlate; theD =Fr :entLries� "n the 

"n;ian :FnteOt	 tF Ln;erstan; hFN Christians en>a>e; in the theDe F=  F;ds relatiFnshiG Nith 

the Daterial NFrl;	 " inMesti>ate; interreli>iFLs aGFlF>eti:s 9etNeen "n;ian Christian an; 

�;Maiti: thinBers a>ainst the 9a:B;rFG F= DF;ernitP� "n their eO:han>e	 " tra:e; si>ni=i:ant 

���

!FNeMer	 it alsF =in;s the nFn
Ftherisin> DF;els F= �astern thFL>ht ;issatis=a:tFrP� 

-here=Fre	 it :alls =Fr a relatiFnalitP that in:FrGFrates 9Fth FtherisatiFn an; nFn
FtherisatiFn 

as :rL:ial asGe:ts F= the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG�  

,iDilarlP	 in the =inal trian>LlatiFn F= the "n;ian
0estern eO:han>e	 inter:LltLral theFlF>P 

F= the Daterial NFrl; ar>Les that GrFGer relatiFnalitP in:lL;es 9Fth FtherisatiFn an; nFn


FtherisatiFn	 there9P F==erin> :Frre:tiFn tF 9Fth "n;ian an; 0estern Ln;erstan;in> F= 

relatiFnalitP�  

-hLs	 the inter:LltLral theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; F==ers Ls a sGa:e tF en>a>e Nith 

;iMerse ;is:FLrses Fn the natLre F= natLre an; Nith thFse hFl;in> ;i==erent GersGe:tiMes Fn 

the  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG� 
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-he >econ/ DilestFne	 there=Fre	 Nas tF inMesti>ate these :lLes� (Lr eOGlFratiFn reMeale; that 

althFL>h theP >rFN in ;istin:t :LltLral sFils	 GLrsLe ;i==erent aiDs an; =FllFN ;iMerse 

DethF;FlF>ies	 these ;is:FLrses are nFt entirelP Lnrelate;� �irstlP	 theP are Lnite; in their 

sear:h =Fr a DF;el F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP that DaBes sense F= their eOGerien:es F= the 

Daterial NFrl; an; the neN BnFNle;>e that natLral s:ien:es 9rin>� &FreFMer	 theP are Lnite; 

9P the F9Ae:t F= their :FnMersatiFn	 in this :ase	 the Daterial NFrl;	 Nhi:h is aMaila9le tF all 

an; a:ts as a GFint F= re=eren:e� -heP alsF hFl; that their theFlF>i:al theFries haMe si>ni=i:ant

iDGli:atiFns =Fr s:ien:e an; hLDanitP	 Nhi:h is NhP theP hFl; theD Nith aLniMersal intent�b 

�s a resLlt	 theP are ea>er tF en>a>e in ;ialF>Le Nith thFse Nith ;i==erin> i;iFDs F= natLre� 

-his is as trLe =Fr interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le as it is =Fr inter:LltLral theFlF>i:al eO:han>e� 

!FNeMer	 in a;;itiFn tF all =a:tFrs DentiFne; a9FMe	 the latter is alsF ne:essitate; 9P the 

>lF9al i;entitP F= the Christian =aith an; a share; herita>e F= Christian theFlF>P� -hese 

=in;in>s DaBe interreli>iFLs an; inter:LltLral ;ialF>Le 9Fth GFssi9le an; ;esira9le� 

-he thir/ DilestFne 9rFL>ht the GFint hFDe that the inter:LltLral aGGrFa:h enri:hes 9Fth the 

:FnteOtLal an; the >lF9al theFlF>i:al :FnMersatiFn� 0e haMe alrea;P F9serMe; that :FnteOtLal 

;PnaDi:s are :rL:ial in ;eMelFGin> theFlF>i:al theFries an; stateDents� "nMesti>atin> 

;is:FLrses Fn natLre Nithin their iDDe;iate :FnteOt is liBe Gla:in> theD Ln;er a Di:rFs:FGe 

tF F9serMe the ;etails Ne NFLl; haMe FtherNise Disse;� -his aGGrFa:h a;;s ;eGth tF the 

>lF9al ;is:LssiFn Fn a theFlF>i:al issLe an; helGs aMFi; LnhealthP >eneralisatiFns an; 

assLDGtiFns� 

(n the Fther han;	 an inter:LltLral aGGrFa:h in=FrDe; 9P :FnteOtLal realities is 9etter 

GFsitiFne; tF en>a>e Nith theFlF>i:al issLes than :FnteOtLal theFlF>ies theDselMes are� �n 

eOaDGle =rFD the resear:h DaP helG here� �Lrin> the stL;P	 Ne F9serMe; that Nhile seMeral 

"n;ian e:F=eDinist	 e:FtheFlF>i:al an; �alit MFi:es :Fnsi;er the FntFlF>i:al :Fnne:tiFn as 

the >rFLn; F= relatiFnalitP 9etNeen  F; an; the Daterial NFrl;	 =Fr  LntFn	 relatiFnalitP is 

9ase; Fn Ftherness� -hese ;istin:t Ln;erstan;in>s are shaGe; 9P their :LltLral lF:atiFn� 

hFNeMer	 an inter:LltLral eO:han>e lea;s tF an Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP that is :rFss


:LltLrallP in=FrDe;� -hLs	 Ne :Fn:lL;e; that 9Fth Fneness an; Ftherness are tF 9e re:F>nise; 

as :rL:ial DarBers F= relatiFnalitP� "n this resear:h	 " haMe ar>Le; that the -rinitarian  F; 

F==ers a Gara;i>D Nhere 9Fth the nee;s F= FntFlF>i:al :Fnne:tiFn Nith  F;	 as Nell as 

Ftherness =rFD hiD	 Deet _ the ,Giritds relatiFn tF the Daterial in;i:ates  F;ds Ftherness 

=rFD the Daterial NFrl;	 Nhereas the DaterialitP F= the in:arnate; ,Fn si>ni=ies  F;ds 

FntFlF>i:al :Fnne:tiFn Nith his :reatiFn� -his :Fn:lLsiFn GrFMi;es a >rFLn; tF =rLit=LllP 

���
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eMi;ent that DF;ern assLDGtiFns an; anti
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eD9e;;e;ness :an :reate a 9ias that DaP hin;er Fneds MieN F= the :FDGlete Gi:tLre Fr realitP� 
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"nter:LltLral theFlF>P an; interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le share seMeral traits Nith s:ien:e an; 

reli>iFn ;ialF>Le� �ll three are initiate; =rFD a >iMen :FnteOt an; are ;ialF>Les a9FLt a thir; 

realitP Fr a GFint F= re=eren:e� 

-his resear:h has =F:Lse; Fn the :FnteOtLal realities that =raDe the s:ien:e an; reli>iFn 

;ialF>Le in a Garti:Llar NaP� "n the 0estern :FnteOt	 the ;ialF>Le 9etNeen s:ien:e an; 

reli>iFn is F=ten assLDe; tF NFrB liBe a Deetin> 9etNeen tNF in;iMi;Lals Fr entities� -heir 

relatiFnshiG is alsF ;es:ri9e;	 as in "an �ar9FLr�s =aDFLs tPGFlF>P	 in terDs F= :Fn=li:t	 

in;eGen;en:e	 ;ialF>Le	 an; inte>ratiFn� !FNeMer	 the interlF:LtFrs in this GrFAe:t ;F nFt see 

the ;ialF>Le 9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn in the saDe NaP� "nstea;	 theP :FnsistentlP :Fnne:t 

the insi>hts a9FLt natLre F==ere; 9P s:ien:e tF Fther :Fn:erns in their :FnteOt� -his resear:h 

in;i:ates that s:ien:e an; reli>iFn are rather relate;	 as in a Ne9	 tF seMeral :FnteOtLal 

:Fn:erns	 sL:h as the :FlFnial Gast	 reli>iFLs GlLralisD	 e:FnFDi: GFMertP	 an; sF:ial 

ineHLalities� -here=Fre	 althFL>h the tPGFlF>ies are helG=Ll tF Ln;erstan; the relatiFnshiG 

9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn	 it is F=ten nFt strai>ht=FrNar; 9Lt :FDGleO an; intertNine; 

Nith Fther :Fn:erns	 as this resear:h has shFNn� �P laPin> FGen the :FnteOtLal GressLres	 this 

resear:h :Fntri9Ltes tF the sF:iFlF>P F= s:ien:e an; enhan:es the =iel; F= s:ien:e an; 

reli>iFn�  

&FreFMer	 this resear:h alsF hi>hli>hts the :riti:al rFle F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP� 0e 

nFti:e; that nFt FnlP reli>iFLs thinBers 9Lt alsF Gra>Dati: thinBers	 sL:h as 'an;a	 :Fnsi;er 

it tF 9e at the :entre F= the s:ien:e
reli>iFn relatiFnshiG� -he MFi:es in this resear:h in;i:ate 

that haMin> a GrFGer Ln;erstan;in> F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP is =FLn;atiFnal =Fr s:ien:e tF 

GrFsGer� -his is 9e:aLse en>a>in> Nith natLral s:ien:es 9e:FDes Deanin>=Ll Nhen the 

Daterial NFrl; has si>ni=i:an:e� &etaGhPsi:al =raDeNFrBs :Fntri9Lte tF :reatin> a Garti:Llar 

Ger:eGtiFn F= the natLral an; Daterial NFrl;	 =a:ilitatin> Fr hin;erin> the GrF>ress F= natLral 

s:ien:e� "n this sense an; >iMen Nhat is at staBe	 this resear:h ar>Les =Fr the nee; =Fr a 

;PnaDi: eO:han>e 9etNeen i;iFDs F= natLre� 

�nterreli2io@> �ialo2@e 

-he interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le eOGlFre; in this stL;P shFNs the s:FGe an; in=lLen:e F= i;iFDs in 

Nhi:h the interlF:LtFrs are eD9e;;e;� "t in;i:ates that interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le :annFt 9e 

Fr:hestrate; 9P assLDin> that tNF reli>iFLs i;iFDs are entirelP ;i==erent Fr essentiallP the 

saDe� �Fth aGGrFa:hes harD the GFssi9ilitP F= interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le� the =FrDer 9P reAe:tin> 

anP :FDDFn >rFLn; 9etNeen theD an; the latter 9P ;FNnGlaPin> the ;i==eren:es 9etNeen ���

en>a>e Nith :FnteOtLal issLes� -hLs	 =Fr instan:e	 Nhile -rinitarian theFlF>P a>rees Nith the 

eDGhasis Fn FntFlF>i:al :Fnne:tiFns 9etNeen  F; an; the NFrl; =FLn; in e:F=eDinist	 

e:FtheFlF>i:al an; �alit theFlF>ies	 it alsF saMes theD =rFD lFsin> si>ht F= the FntFlF>i:al 

;istin:tiFn� CFnMerselP	 the FntFlF>i:al hFDF>eneitP F= the Daterial ,Fn Nith :reatiFn 

;is:lFses the :LltLral 9ias in  LntFnds Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP as 9ase; sFlelP Fn 

Ftherness�  

-F taBe anFther eOaDGle	 an inter:LltLral theFlF>P F= natLre that LGhFl;s sGirit an; Datter 

:an =rLit=LllP en>a>e Nith 9Fth �;Maita an; Daterialisti: stran;s in "n;ia� (n the Fne han;	 

the �;Maiti: stress Fn the real 9ehin; the illLsiFn F= the NFrl; resFnates Nith the rFle F= the 

,Girit as Fne NhF enMelFGes the :reatiFn an; en>a>es Nith it	 lea;in> it tF the GLrGFses F= 

 F;� ,iDilarlP	 the eDGhasis Fn 9F;ilP eOGerien:es in the Daterialisti: s:hFFls resFnates 

Nith the Daterial Christ� (n the Fther han;	 Nith its Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP that 

eDGhasises 9Fth sGirit an; Datter	 the inter:LltLral theFlF>P F= natLre :an :ritiHLe 9Fth the 

�;Maiti: ten;en:P tF sL9AL>ate Datter an; the Daterialisti: ten;en:P tF re;L:e eOisten:e tF 

DaterialitP�

-he theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; that eDer>es =rFD the inter:LltLral eO:han>e thLs GFints 

tF Nhat !en;riB $raeDer has :alle; the asL9MersiMe =Ll=ilDentb asGe:t F= the Christian 

>FsGel�1 �s sL:h	 it Deets the lFn>in> in Fther i;iFDs F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG Nhile 

sL9Mertin> nFtiFns that Ln;erDine either the sGiritLal Fr Daterial Fr 9Fth� 

-hese =in;in>s	 then	 ai; in =FrDLlatin> a resGFnse tF FLr resear:h HLestiFn� -he inter:LltLral 

aGGrFa:h a;FGte; in this GrFAe:t serMes an; enhan:es :FnteOtLal an; >lF9al theFlF>i:al 

;is:LssiFns Fn the Daterial NFrl; an; its relatiFnshiG Nith  F; in the :FnteOt F= s:ien:e� 

�o!&rib'&io! B�yo!� 	!&�r�'l&'ral �h�ology

"n a;;itiFn tF its =iel;	 the inter:LltLrallP in=FrDe; -rinitarian theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; 

GLrsLe; in this GrFAe:t alsF si>ni=i:antlP :Fntri9Ltes tF seMeral Fther =iel;s F= BnFNle;>e� 
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"nter:LltLral theFlF>P an; interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le share seMeral traits Nith s:ien:e an; 

reli>iFn ;ialF>Le� �ll three are initiate; =rFD a >iMen :FnteOt an; are ;ialF>Les a9FLt a thir; 

realitP Fr a GFint F= re=eren:e� 
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the ;ialF>Le 9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn in the saDe NaP� "nstea;	 theP :FnsistentlP :Fnne:t 

the insi>hts a9FLt natLre F==ere; 9P s:ien:e tF Fther :Fn:erns in their :FnteOt� -his resear:h 

in;i:ates that s:ien:e an; reli>iFn are rather relate;	 as in a Ne9	 tF seMeral :FnteOtLal 

:Fn:erns	 sL:h as the :FlFnial Gast	 reli>iFLs GlLralisD	 e:FnFDi: GFMertP	 an; sF:ial 
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9etNeen s:ien:e an; reli>iFn	 it is F=ten nFt strai>ht=FrNar; 9Lt :FDGleO an; intertNine; 

Nith Fther :Fn:erns	 as this resear:h has shFNn� �P laPin> FGen the :FnteOtLal GressLres	 this 

resear:h :Fntri9Ltes tF the sF:iFlF>P F= s:ien:e an; enhan:es the =iel; F= s:ien:e an; 

reli>iFn�  

&FreFMer	 this resear:h alsF hi>hli>hts the :riti:al rFle F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP� 0e 

nFti:e; that nFt FnlP reli>iFLs thinBers 9Lt alsF Gra>Dati: thinBers	 sL:h as 'an;a	 :Fnsi;er 

it tF 9e at the :entre F= the s:ien:e
reli>iFn relatiFnshiG� -he MFi:es in this resear:h in;i:ate 

that haMin> a GrFGer Ln;erstan;in> F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP is =FLn;atiFnal =Fr s:ien:e tF 

GrFsGer� -his is 9e:aLse en>a>in> Nith natLral s:ien:es 9e:FDes Deanin>=Ll Nhen the 
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;PnaDi: eO:han>e 9etNeen i;iFDs F= natLre� 

�nterreli2io@> �ialo2@e 

-he interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le eOGlFre; in this stL;P shFNs the s:FGe an; in=lLen:e F= i;iFDs in 
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eDGhasis Fn FntFlF>i:al :Fnne:tiFns 9etNeen  F; an; the NFrl; =FLn; in e:F=eDinist	 

e:FtheFlF>i:al an; �alit theFlF>ies	 it alsF saMes theD =rFD lFsin> si>ht F= the FntFlF>i:al 

;istin:tiFn� CFnMerselP	 the FntFlF>i:al hFDF>eneitP F= the Daterial ,Fn Nith :reatiFn 

;is:lFses the :LltLral 9ias in  LntFnds Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP as 9ase; sFlelP Fn 

Ftherness�  

-F taBe anFther eOaDGle	 an inter:LltLral theFlF>P F= natLre that LGhFl;s sGirit an; Datter 

:an =rLit=LllP en>a>e Nith 9Fth �;Maita an; Daterialisti: stran;s in "n;ia� (n the Fne han;	 

the �;Maiti: stress Fn the real 9ehin; the illLsiFn F= the NFrl; resFnates Nith the rFle F= the 

,Girit as Fne NhF enMelFGes the :reatiFn an; en>a>es Nith it	 lea;in> it tF the GLrGFses F= 

 F;� ,iDilarlP	 the eDGhasis Fn 9F;ilP eOGerien:es in the Daterialisti: s:hFFls resFnates 

Nith the Daterial Christ� (n the Fther han;	 Nith its Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP that 

eDGhasises 9Fth sGirit an; Datter	 the inter:LltLral theFlF>P F= natLre :an :ritiHLe 9Fth the 

�;Maiti: ten;en:P tF sL9AL>ate Datter an; the Daterialisti: ten;en:P tF re;L:e eOisten:e tF 

DaterialitP�

-he theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; that eDer>es =rFD the inter:LltLral eO:han>e thLs GFints 

tF Nhat !en;riB $raeDer has :alle; the asL9MersiMe =Ll=ilDentb asGe:t F= the Christian 

>FsGel�1 �s sL:h	 it Deets the lFn>in> in Fther i;iFDs F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG Nhile 

sL9Mertin> nFtiFns that Ln;erDine either the sGiritLal Fr Daterial Fr 9Fth� 

-hese =in;in>s	 then	 ai; in =FrDLlatin> a resGFnse tF FLr resear:h HLestiFn� -he inter:LltLral 

aGGrFa:h a;FGte; in this GrFAe:t serMes an; enhan:es :FnteOtLal an; >lF9al theFlF>i:al 
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�o!&rib'&io! B�yo!� 	!&�r�'l&'ral �h�ology

"n a;;itiFn tF its =iel;	 the inter:LltLrallP in=FrDe; -rinitarian theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; 

GLrsLe; in this GrFAe:t alsF si>ni=i:antlP :Fntri9Ltes tF seMeral Fther =iel;s F= BnFNle;>e� 

$cience an/ #eli2ion 

1 Hendrik Kraemer, ‘Continuity or Discontinuity’, in The Authority of the Faith, ed. William Paton (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 1939), 1–23. Also, Benno Van den Toren and Kang San Tan, Humble Confidence:
A Model for Interfaith Apologetics (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2022), 164–69.

���

en>a>e Nith :FnteOtLal issLes� -hLs	 =Fr instan:e	 Nhile -rinitarian theFlF>P a>rees Nith the 

eDGhasis Fn FntFlF>i:al :Fnne:tiFns 9etNeen  F; an; the NFrl; =FLn; in e:F=eDinist	 

e:FtheFlF>i:al an; �alit theFlF>ies	 it alsF saMes theD =rFD lFsin> si>ht F= the FntFlF>i:al 

;istin:tiFn� CFnMerselP	 the FntFlF>i:al hFDF>eneitP F= the Daterial ,Fn Nith :reatiFn 

;is:lFses the :LltLral 9ias in  LntFnds Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP as 9ase; sFlelP Fn 

Ftherness�  

-F taBe anFther eOaDGle	 an inter:LltLral theFlF>P F= natLre that LGhFl;s sGirit an; Datter 

:an =rLit=LllP en>a>e Nith 9Fth �;Maita an; Daterialisti: stran;s in "n;ia� (n the Fne han;	 

the �;Maiti: stress Fn the real 9ehin; the illLsiFn F= the NFrl; resFnates Nith the rFle F= the 

,Girit as Fne NhF enMelFGes the :reatiFn an; en>a>es Nith it	 lea;in> it tF the GLrGFses F= 

 F;� ,iDilarlP	 the eDGhasis Fn 9F;ilP eOGerien:es in the Daterialisti: s:hFFls resFnates 

Nith the Daterial Christ� (n the Fther han;	 Nith its Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP that 

eDGhasises 9Fth sGirit an; Datter	 the inter:LltLral theFlF>P F= natLre :an :ritiHLe 9Fth the 

�;Maiti: ten;en:P tF sL9AL>ate Datter an; the Daterialisti: ten;en:P tF re;L:e eOisten:e tF 

DaterialitP�

-he theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; that eDer>es =rFD the inter:LltLral eO:han>e thLs GFints 

tF Nhat !en;riB $raeDer has :alle; the asL9MersiMe =Ll=ilDentb asGe:t F= the Christian 

>FsGel�1 �s sL:h	 it Deets the lFn>in> in Fther i;iFDs F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG Nhile 

sL9Mertin> nFtiFns that Ln;erDine either the sGiritLal Fr Daterial Fr 9Fth� 

-hese =in;in>s	 then	 ai; in =FrDLlatin> a resGFnse tF FLr resear:h HLestiFn� -he inter:LltLral 

aGGrFa:h a;FGte; in this GrFAe:t serMes an; enhan:es :FnteOtLal an; >lF9al theFlF>i:al 

;is:LssiFns Fn the Daterial NFrl; an; its relatiFnshiG Nith  F; in the :FnteOt F= s:ien:e� 

�o!&rib'&io! B�yo!� 	!&�r�'l&'ral �h�ology

"n a;;itiFn tF its =iel;	 the inter:LltLrallP in=FrDe; -rinitarian theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; 

GLrsLe; in this GrFAe:t alsF si>ni=i:antlP :Fntri9Ltes tF seMeral Fther =iel;s F= BnFNle;>e� 

$cience an/ #eli2ion

1 Hendrik Kraemer, ‘Continuity or Discontinuity’, in The Authority of the Faith, ed. William Paton (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 1939), 1–23. Also, Benno Van den Toren and Kang San Tan, Humble Confidence:
A Model for Interfaith Apologetics (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2022), 164–69.



234 235

��


�ir>tlD	 this stL;P has 9een liDite; in eOGlFrin> the :FnMersatiFn Fn natLre 9etNeen �;Maita 

thinBers an; their Christian :FLnterGarts� �s GreMiFLslP state;	 this restri:tiFn is a resLlt F= 

histFri:al :Fntin>en:ies� �;Maita is Fne F= the siO s:hFFls Nithin !in;LisD	 ea:h F= Nhi:h 

;i==ers in its Ln;erstan;in> F= hFN  F; relates tF natLre� Christian intelle:tLals haMe en>a>e; 

Nith Fther s:hFFls F= !in;LisD	 Nhi:h :an 9e eOGlFre; in a seGarate stL;P� 

$econ/lD	 this stL;P has en>a>e; Nith GanentheisD tF a liDite; eOtent	 =F:Lsin> GriDarilP Fn 

the "n;ian MFi:es� 0estern Ganentheisti: MFi:es	 sL:h as )hiliG ClaPtFn an; Catherine $eller	 

:an 9e in:lL;e; tF 9rFa;en the s:FGe F= this en>a>eDent� �lthFL>h DP assessDent F= 

GanentheisD DaP still aGGlP	 DP hLn:h is that the =a:tFrs ;riMin> the GFGLlaritP F= 

GanentheisD in the 0est an; "n;ia ;i==er	 eMen i= theP lea; tF the saDe :Fn:lLsiFns a9FLt 

 F;
hLDan
natLre interrelatiFnalitP� -his shFLl; Gresent a DFre nLan:e; Gi:tLre F= 

GanentheisDds 9elie=s a9FLt natLre an; =a:ilitate a DFre rF9Lst en>a>eDent� 

%hir/lD	 =Fr the Gast =eN ;e:a;es	 e:FlF>i:al ;is:LssiFns haMe ;FDinate; the :FnMersatiFn Fn 

natLre =Fr Mali; reasFns� �lthFL>h e:FlF>i:al :Fn:erns haMe 9een :Fnsi;ere; in this stL;P	 the 

GriDarP =F:Ls has 9een Fn natLral s:ien:es� !FNeMer	 i= DetaGhPsi:al =raDeNFrBs are :rL:ial 

tF FLr i;iFDs F= natLre	 as this resear:h in;i:ates	 theP shFLl; alsF shaGe FLr aGGrFa:h tF the 

enMirFnDental :risis� �LtLre stL;ies :an	 there=Fre	 eOGlFre the GFtential rFle F= DetaGhPsi:al 

=raDeNFrBs in resGFn;in> tF e:FlF>i:al :rises�  

�o@rthlD	 the inter:LltLral eO:han>e in this resear:h has 9een liDite; tF "n;ia an; the �n>lF


,aOFn theFlF>ians� "n:lL;in> Fther Christian tra;itiFns in a siDilar stL;P NFLl; enhan:e the 

;is:FLrse Fn s:ien:e an; reli>iFn� %iBeNise	 eOGan;in> the >eF>raGhi:al s:FGe tF Fther nFn


0estern :FnteOts	 sL:h as �=ri:an Fr ,FLth �Deri:an	 NFLl; enri:h the >lF9al ;is:FLrse Fn 

s:ien:e an; reli>iFn� 

�o �o!�l'�� 

-he inter:LltLral theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; GLrsLe; in this resear:h steDs =rFD the 

-rinitarian  F; Ne en:FLnter in the �i9le� �s sL:h	 this is a sGe:i=i:allP Christian 

Ln;erstan;in> F= natLre� !FNeMer	 :an it 9e releMant tF thFse NhF ;F nFt share this 

Ln;erstan;in>� 

"n =a:t	 liBe all interlF:LtFrs en:FLntere; in the resear:h	 Christians hFl; their i;iFD a9FLt 

natLre Nith aLniMersal intent�b -his Deans that theP hFl; Nith :Fn=i;en:e that the -rinitarian 

=raDeNFrB eOGlFre; in this resear:h Deets the hLDan HLest =Fr sGiritLalitP an; DaterialitP	 

���

theD� (n the :FntrarP	 the interlF:LtFrs in this GrFAe:t are 9Fth eD9e;;e; in their i;iFD an; 

Pet are ea>erlP an; enthLsiasti:allP en>a>e; in ;ialF>Le Nith s:ien:e an; ea:h Fther� -he 

NaP tF interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le	 there=Fre	 is nFt 9P 9PGassin> the i;iFDs 9Lt thrFL>h theD� 

Christians shFLl; eOGe:t Fther interlF:LtFrs tF Gresent their i;iFDs sin:erelP Nhile alNaPs 

9ein> rea;P tF eOGlain their i;iFD a9FLt the Daterial NFrl; tF thFse NhF asB �1 )et� ��1���

!olitical %heolo2D 

-rinitarian theFlF>P is F=ten a::Lse; F= 9ein> i;ealisti: an; irreleMant� �ar =rFD it	 the 

-rinitarian theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; GLrsLe; in this GrFAe:t GrFMi;es rF9Lst =FLn;atiFns 

=Fr GFliti:al a:tiFn an; an iDGetLs =Fr en>a>in> in athis
NFrl;lPb a==airs� �P eDGhasisin> 

9Fth DaterialitP an; sGiritLalitP	 it :alls FLt i;eFlF>ies an; theFlF>ies that FMerlFFB Daterial

nee;s Fr ;isGara>e sGiritLal lFn>in>s� "nstea;	 it GrFMi;es a teDGlate =Fr GLrsLin> ALsti:e =Fr 

thFse NhFse Daterial 9F;ies are F9Ae:ts F= sL9AL>atiFn an; NhFse sGiritLal lFn>in>s are 

9rLshe; asi;e� "n ;Fin> sF	 it alsF enhan:es Christian Ln;erstan;in> F= DissiFn that is 

inte>ral	 inMFlMin> 9Fth sGiritLal an; Daterial ;iDensiFns F= hLDan eOisten:e� 


i i&a&io!% a!� �'r&h�r ��%�ar�h 

�esGite the MalLa9le insi>hts this resear:h has GrFMi;e; in the sL9Ae:t F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn	 

it is :rL:ial tF a:BnFNle;>e its liDitatiFns� -heP alsF reMeal DP FNn :Fnstraints an; 9iases 

that in=lLen:e; this stL;P in MariFLs NaPs�  

-he F9serMatiFn that the sF:iF:LltLral :FnteOt in=lLen:es s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;is:FLrse is	 

=irst F= all	 eHLallP aGGli:a9le tF the resear:her F= this stL;P� " haMe en>a>e; Nith this stL;P as 

a Dale	 "n;ian	 Christian	 theFlF>ian� �ll these an; DanP DFre asGe:ts F= DP i;entitP GrFMi;e 

De Nith sFDe stren>ths an; sFDe liDitatiFns� "t has in=lLen:e; DP :hFi:e F= sL9Ae:t	 MFi:es	 

DethF;FlF>ies an; DFre� -hFL>h " haMe trie; tF Diti>ate DanP F= DP GreAL;i:es thrFL>h the 

teOts that " en>a>e; Nith	 ;ialF>Les an; ;is:LssiFns that " Nas Gart F=	 an; GersFnal 

intera:tiFn Nith =rien;s an; :riti:s	 DanP F= the 9iases are har; tF see	 let alFne a:BnFNle;>e� 

&FreFMer	 the :Fnstraints F= tiDe an; =inan:ial resFLr:es alsF GFse; ;i==erent :hallen>es	 

Garti:LlarlP in eOGlFrin> :ertain =a:ets F= the sL9Ae:t in >reater ;etail than Fther� +e>ar;less 

F= these liDitatiFns	 " haMe trie; tF DaOiDise the Lsa>e F= the resFLr:es at DP ;isGFsal 

e==e:tiMelP an; :Fntri9Lte tF the =iel; F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn� 

-here are alsF Fther liDitatiFns that FGen aMenLes =Fr =Lrther resear:h� 
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WersŽnal /nĨŽrŵaƟŽn
Name: Charles Semual Christian
Date of Birth: 16 July, 1981
Place of Birth: Ahmedabad, India
E-mail: charleschristian@outlook.com
Address: Witte de Withstraat 2A, 9726EC, Groningen, the Netherlands. 
Phone Number: +31 (0)6 472 665 66

Experience
Lecturer, 2011-2019, Head of Department, Theology, 2015-2019, &iladelĮa Bible ColleŐe

• Taught subjects related to theology, ethics and religion to Bachelor of Theology and Master of 
Divinity students.  

• Engaged in professional development activities, research projects, and scholarly contributions 
ťo ťēe Ʊeld of ťēeoloČy, eĲricēiĲČ ťēe acadeıic eĲŽiroĲıeĲť aĲd adŽaĲciĲČ ħĲoſledČe

• �ŪlťiŽaťed relaťioĲŜēipŜ ſiťē ŜťŪdeĲťŜ, alŪıĲi, aĲd exťerĲal parťĲerŜ ťo proıoťe eĲČaČeıeĲť, 
collaboration, and community involvement in theological education and ministry

• Represented the Department of Theology in institutional committees, meetings and events
• Developed and implemented departmental policies, procedures, and initiatives to enhance the 

ŗŪaliťy of ťēeoloČical edŪcaťioĲ aĲd proıoťe acadeıic excelleĲce
• Provided ıeĲťorŜēip, ČŪidaĲce, aĲd reŜoŪrceŜ ťo foŜťer Čroſťē

Associate Editor, 2011-2019, Consultant �ditor͕  ϮϬϭϵ-present͕ KƉen �oor Publications
• Coordinated editorial processes, including brainstorming for theme, article selection, 

ıaĲŪŜcripť reŽieſ aĲd pŪælicaťioĲ ŜcēedŪliĲČ ťo eĲŜŪre ťiıely deliŽery of ēiČē-quality content
• aaĲaČed a ťeaı of ſriťerŜ, ediťorŜ aĲd contributors, providing guidance and feedback to 

enhance the overall quality and coherence of publications
• OŽerŜaſ ťēe deŽelopıeĲť aĲd iıpleıeĲťaťioĲ of ediťorial policieŜ aĲd ČŪideliĲeŜ ťo ıaiĲťaiĲ 

consistency and adherence to public standards
• �oĲdŪcťed ťēoroŪČē ediťiĲČ aĲd proofreadiĲČ of arťicleŜ, ıaĲŪŜcripťŜ aĲd oťēer ſriťťeĲ 

materials to ensure accuracy, clarity and grammatical integrity. 
• �ollaæoraťed ſiťē Črapēic deŜiČĲerŜ, pēoťoČrapēerŜ, aĲd oťēer ıŪlťiıedia profeŜŜioĲalŜ ťo 

enhance the visual appeal and presentation of publications.

^tate Coordinator͕  ϮϬϬϴ-2010, Evangelical Fellowship of India  
• Successfully managing day-to-day operations for the organisation in the region
• Managed human resources functions, including recruitment, performance management and 

eıployee relaťioĲŜ, foŜťeriĲČ a poŜiťiŽe aĲd iĲclŪŜiŽe ſorħ eĲŽiroĲıeĲť
• (ffecťiŽely coııŪĲicaťed ſiťē ŜťaħeēolderŜ ať all leŽelŜ, iĲclŪdiĲČ æoard ıeıæerŜ, ŽolŪĲťeerŜ, 

aĲd exťerĲal parťĲerŜ, ťēroŪČē ſriťťeĲ reporťŜ, preŜeĲťaťioĲŜ, aĲd Žeræal excēaĲČeŜ
• Provided leadership and direction, inspiring and motivating team members to achieve 

organisational objectives and uphold the values and mission of the organisation
• Coordinated training, socio-economic development, distribution, research and 

communication activities.  
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Curriculum Vitae
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EducaƟŽn
Master of Theology, South Asia Institute of Advanced Christian 

Studies, Bangalore 2006-2008 
Master of Divinity, Trivandrum Bible College, Trivandrum, Kerala 2003-2005 

Bachelor of Theology, Bethel Bible College, Chandigarh 1999-2002 

Bachelor of Arts in English Literature (extension), Gujarat 
University  2009-2012 

WuďlicaƟŽns
Academic Publications 

Christian, Charles and Benno van den Toren. “The Nature of Material Reality: Interreligious 
Conversations at the Cusp of Modern Science in India,” Philosophy, Theology and the Sciences 
9, No.2 (2022): 173-196.  

Contributions to Bible Commentary
‘Holy Place and Pilgrimage,’ South Asia Bible Commentary, 2015. 
‘Interreligious Marriage,’ South Asia Bible Commentary, 2015.  
‘Human Sexuality,’ South Asia Bible Commentary, 2015.  

Contribution in Books 
Jesus, God’s New Way: A Study of the Book of Hebrews, with Kuruvilla Chandy, 2017.  
Great Awakening: The Influence of the Bible on Hindu Conception of Scripture, Community and 

Mission during the Indian Renaissance, 2017.  

SchŽlarlǇ WresentaƟŽns
“Great Awakening: The Influence of the Bible on Hindu Conception of Scripture, Community and 

Mission during the Indian Renaissance.” A paper presented at Sam Higginbottom University 
of Agriculture, Technology and Sciences, Allahabad, India, November 2017. 

“The Place of Marginal Voices in the Science-Religion Discourse: An Indian Experience.” A paper 
presented at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford,  April-May, 2019.  

“The Nature of Material Reality: Interreligious Conversations at the Cusp of Modern Science in 
India.” A paper presented at the European Academy of Religion Conference, August 2021.

“To be God-like?: ‘createdness’ in the Age of Enhanced Technology.” A paper presented at the 
University of Pretoria, Pretoria, November 2022.  

deaching
Guest Lecture on Christianity in India for the students of Intercultural Theology, BA 

(December 2020 and December 2022)
Co-teaching Theology of Interreligious Encounter and Witness with Benno van den Toren 

(November 2021-January 2022, November 2022-January 2023) and with Bosco Bangura 
(November 2024-January 2025)

Co-teaching The Gospel and Pluralism to students of MA in Intercultural Theology at Asia Gateway 
Training, Malaysia, with Benno van den Toren (online classes on 19 and 26 August, 2024)

Other Experiences and Language Skills
� Student Assistant responsible for managing the Centre for Theology and Christianity Worldwide 

website.
� Assisting in organising “Where is God in Lived Religion?” conference at Protestant Theological 

University (2025)
� Member of the editorial team for the upcoming volume, “How to do Your PhD in Theology?” 
� Fluency in English, Hindi and Gujarati. �aŜic proƱcieĲcy iĲ "Ūťcē
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-he 9Lr;en F= this resear:h Nas tF eOGlFre the GFtential :Fntri9LtiFn F= an inter:LltLral 

theFlF>i:al :FnMersatiFn tF the :FnteOtLal theFlF>P F= natLre in "n;ia an; 9ePFn;� -F a:hieMe 

this	 " Fr:hestrate; a ;ialF>Le 9etNeen three ;istin:t ;is:FLrses _ interreli>iFLs	 li9eratiMe an; 

-rinitarian _ an; sitLate; the resear:h in the ;FDain F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn�  

"n the intrF;L:tiFn	 " analPse; the re:ent sF:iFlF>i:al stL;ies an; GFstDF;ern aGGrFa:hes tF 

s:ien:e	 an; ar>Le; that theP FGen a =ertile sGa:e tF :reatiMelP arti:Llate a theFlF>P F= natLre� 

-his neN sGa:e is nFt 9Lr;ene; 9P Fl; stereFtPGes	 sL:h as :Fn=li:t 9etNeen s:ien:e an; 

reli>iFn	 is FGen tF the Dar>inalise; MFi:es	 an; hFl;s the GFtential tF :atalPse interreli>iFLs 

;ialF>Le Fn natLre� -hat this is the :ase 9Fth in "n;ia an; the Ni;er 0estern :FnteOt sets the 

sta>e =Fr a Deanin>=Ll inter:LltLral ;ialF>Le Fn natLre� &FMin> =FrNar;	 " ar>Le; that in the 

"n;ian :FnteOt	 there are at least tNF ;is:FLrses Nherein the ;eli9eratiFns Fn natLre :an 9e 

=FLn;� -he =irst is a series F= interreli>iFLs eO:han>es 9etNeen �;Maiti: an; "n;ian Christian 

thinBers at the :LsG F= DF;ern s:ien:e in "n;ia� -he se:Fn; ;is:FLrse eDer>es =rFD �alit 

GersGe:tiMes Fn natLre� �Lrther	 " a;;e; the -rinitarian ;is:FLrse Fn natLre	 Garti:LlarlP =FLn; 

in the NFrBs F= CFlin  LntFn	 in the :FnteOt F= s:ien:e an; reli>iFn in the 0est� -he 

=FllFNin> :haGters then eOGlFre theDes an; DFti=s :Fn:ernin> natLre that eDer>e in ea:h F= 

these ;is:FLrses	 9e=Fre " interla:e theD tF ansNer FLr Dain resear:h HLestiFn� "n the saDe 

intrF;L:tFrP :haGter	 " alsF intrF;L:e; the resear:h as a sL9Ae:t F= :FnteOtLal theFlF>P	 the 

DethF; F= trian>LlatiFn	 an; ALsti=ie; the DethF;FlF>P F= inter:LltLral theFlF>P an; :riti:al 

realisD that " haMe =FllFNe; in the GrFAe:t� ,L9seHLentlP	 " ;es:ri9e; the releMan:e F= the 

sL9Ae:t	 BeP terDs	 liDitatiFns F= the stL;P an; the strL:tLre F= the stL;P� 

"n ChaGter -NF	 " =Lrther analPse; the GFstDF;ern aGGrFa:hes an; ar>Le; that s:ien:e an; 

reli>iFn ;ialF>Le in "n;ia is ;eeGlP shaGe; 9P GFst:FlFnial aGGrFa:hes	 Nhi:h reHLire; a 

thFrFL>h en>a>eDent Nith its Dain tenets at the FLtset F= the resear:h� �::Fr;in>lP	 " 

en>a>e; Nith its :laiDs an; :riti:allP teste; its :Fn:lLsiFns in the "n;ian settin>� " Gresente; 

the GFst:FlFnial ;ia>nFsis F= DF;ern s:ien:e as a MiFlent an; FGGressiMe De:hanisD that	

=rFD its 9e>innin> in the DetrFGFlis till its trans=er tF :FlFnies an; nFN thrFL>h the natiMe 

institLtiFns	 reDains a tFFl F= the eDGire tF :FntrFl an; tF eOGlFit� )Fst:FlFnial :Fn:lLsiFns 

ha; 9Fth GFliti:ise; an; GlLralise; ;is:LssiFn Fn s:ien:e	 there9P FGenin> LG neN 

GFssi9ilities =Fr s:ien:e an; reli>iFn ;ialF>Le� !FNeMer	 Lsin> seMeral re:ent stL;ies	 " 

initiate; a histFri:al	 :FnteOtLal an; GhilFsFGhi:al inMesti>atiFn intF GFst:FlFnial :Fn:lLsiFns� 
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the hFlisti: natiMe :Fn:eGtiFns F= natLre� -heFlF>i:allP	 this Deant that nFtiFns that ;riMe a 

;eeG Ne;>e 9etNeen  F;	 hLDanitP an; natLre Nere reAe:te; in =aMFLr F= a hFlisti: 

relatiFnalitP 9etNeen the three� �Fr DanP e:F=eDinists	 e:FtheFlF>ians an; �alit theFlF>ians	 

the Ganentheisti: DF;el F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG hel; a GrFDise F= ;eeG relatiFnalitP� �rFD 

here	 " Gi:Be; LG seMeral 9Lil;in> 9lF:Bs =Fr an "n;ian Christian theFlF>P F= natLre in DP 

stri;e	 sL:h as the iDa>e F= the NFrl; as  F;ds 9F;P an; the lFn>in> =Fr a  F; NhF is 

intrinsi:allP an; DateriallP :Fnne:te; tF his :reatiFn� !FNeMer	 a;;in> neN MFi:es tF the 

;is:LssiFn	 " alsF GFinte; FLt that �alit thinBers Nere nFt en -loc in =aMFLr F= sL:h ;eeG 

relatiFnalitP� rather	 :FnteDGFrarP �alit literatLre Fn enMirFnDent an; s:ien:e in;i:ates that 

sFDe =FrDs F= hFlisD are a hFt9e; F= GseL;Fs:ien:es an; FGGressiMe =Fr �alits� -hese MFi:es 

:FDGleOi=P the li9eratiMe ;is:FLrse Fn s:ien:e	 reli>iFn an; natLre in "n;ia	 an; Pet �as in 

:haGter tNF� are reHLire; tF 9e in:lL;e; i= the ;is:LssiFn Fn natLre is tF 9e trLlP 

GFst:FlFnise;� !aMin> inMesti>ate; the li9eratiMe ;is:FLrse	 there=Fre	 " :Fn:lL;e; that =Fr 

�alits theDselMes	 the Gantheisti: an; Ganentheisti: iDa>es F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP are nFt 

entirelP healthP =Fr li9eratiFn� rather	 theP NFLl; nee; a DF;el F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP 

that aMFi;s the Git=alls F= 9Fth hFlisD an; ;LalisD� 

" =FLn; in CFlin  LntFn the :laiD that sL:h an Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP Nas GFssi9le

thrFL>h a -rinitarian theFlF>P F= natLre	 tF Nhi:h " tLrne; in ChaGter �iMe� !aMin> ALsti=ie; 

the GFssi9ilitP an; ;esira9ilitP F= haMin>  LntFn in this inter:LltLral ;ialF>Le	 " eOGlFre; his 

DF;el F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnshiG	 Nhere Ftherness is ne:essarP tF GrFGer relatiFnalitP� 

 LntFn tra:es the relatiFnalitP 9ase; Fn Ftherness	 in :reatiF eO nihilF	 Nhi:h sets  F; an; 

:reatiFn as ;istin:t =rFD Fne anFther� !FNeMer	 his DFst si>ni=i:ant :Fntri9LtiFn tF the 

theFlF>P F= natLre is his LtilisatiFn F= the "renaean analF>P F=  F;
NFrl; relatiFnalitP	 

Nhere9P  F; en>a>es Nith the NFrl; thrFL>h his tNF han;s� the ,Fn an; the ,Girit� 

�LrtherDFre	 the inMFlMeDent F= the ,Girit in the li=e F= the ,Fn	 =rFD his 9irth	 teDGtatiFns	 

;eath	 resLrre:tiFn an; as:ensiFn	 all serMe tF eOeDGli=P  F;�s relatiFnshiG Nith the entire 

:reatiFn� 0hile helG=Ll in Daintainin> a ;istin:tiFn 9etNeen  F; an; the NFrl;	  LntFnds 

NFrB reDains FGen tF the :riti:s F= ,F:ial -rinitarianisD NhF ar>Le that the FntFlF>i:al 

GriFritP >iMen tF relatiFnalitP in intra
trinitarian relatiFns AeFGar;ises Fr at least FMerlFFBs the 

LnitP F=  F;� CFnMerselP	 his eDGhasis Fn relate;ness in Ftherness is FGen tF :riti:isD =rFD 

e:F=eDinists	 e:FtheFlF>ies an; :ertain �alit theFlF>i:al streaDs	 NhF MieN FtherisatiFn 

ne>atiMelP an; re>ar; Fneness as a hallDarB F= hFlisD� " haMe ar>Le; that  LntFnds stress Fn 

FtherisatiFn as a GrereHLisite =Fr relatiFnalitP ;iMLl>es his FNn :LltLral 9ias	 an; that his 
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-he inMesti>atiFn reMeale; the aD9iMalent natLre F= GFst:FlFnial theFrP an; the Lr>ent nee; 

tF =Lrther GFst:FlFnise it =Fr it tF 9e releMant an; e==e:tiMe� " haMe GLrsLe; this 9P in:lL;in> 

Fther Dar>inalise; MFi:es	 in:lL;in> thFse that :hallen>e the GFst:FlFnial :Fn:lLsiFns	 thLs 

GrFMi;in> a DFre nLan:e; Gi:tLre F= the "n;ian realities an; the ;ialF>Le Fn natLre shaGe; 9P 

theD� 

"n ChaGter -hree	 " ;elMe; intF a :Fn:rete histFrP F= interreli>iFLs en:FLnters 9etNeen 

�;Maiti: an; DF;ern "n;ian Christian thinBers at the :LsG F= DF;ernitP� -he :haGter 9e>ins 

Nith a histFri:al eOaDinatiFn F= the rise F= �;Maita in a :FlFnial :FnteOt	 its entan>leDents 

Nith the s:ienti=i: ;is:FMeries	 an; its iDGli:atiFns =Fr interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le� 0e nFti:e that 

>rFNin> realisD	 Garti:LlarlP Ln;er the sha;FN F= eMFlLtiFnarP theFrP	 in=lLen:es the 

interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le� -heDes sL:h as the realitP F= the Daterial NFrl;	 its GLrGFse	 :P:li: 

tiDe an; creatio ex nihilo	 9e:FDe :entral issLes in the ;ialF>Le 9etNeen �;Maiti: an; 

DF;ern "n;ian Christian interlF:LtFrs� -he analPsis reMeals hFN 9Fth ;ialF>Le Gartners 

>raGGle; Nith GFNer ;PnaDi:s as Nell as Nith re:Fn:ilin> s:ienti=i: :laiDs Nith the tea:hin>s 

F= their FNn reli>iFLs tra;itiFns� "t :Fn=irDe; the sF:ial eD9e;;e;ness F= all s:ien:e an; 

reli>iFn ;ialF>Le� !FNeMer	 it alsF GFinte; FLt that interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le :annFt 9e re;L:e; 

tF GFNer ;PnaDi:s	 9Lt reli>iFLs :FDDitDent an; the re:eGtiFn F= s:ien:e as a Nin;FN tF 

trLth a9FLt natLre alsF GlaP a si>ni=i:ant rFle in DFtiMatiFn =Fr ;ialF>Le� � GrFGer 

Ln;erstan;in> F= the interlF:LtFrsd 9elie=s a9FLt natLre	 there=Fre	 reHLires a DFre 

:FDGrehensiMe MieN F= the =a:tFrs than Dere GFNer strL>>les� (n the Fther han;	 " alsF 

eO:aMate; seMeral theDes an; DFti=s that eDer>e; =rFD this eGisF;e F= interreli>iFLs 

;ialF>Le Fn natLre an; NFLl; 9e :rL:ial tF ;eMelFG an "n;ian Christian GersGe:tiMe Fn natLre� 

�esGite this :Fntri9LtiFn	 the =a:t that this interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le Fn the natLre F= natLre tFFB 

Gla:e ;Lrin> the heP;aP F= DF;ern s:ien:e an; Nas liDite; tF a sele:t >rFLG F= GeFGle Deant 

that the :FnMersatiFn nee;e; tF 9e eOGan;e; tF in:lL;e Fther Dar>inalise; MFi:es NhF DaP 

haMe resGFn;e; tF DF;ern s:ien:e ;i==erentlP� 

-here=Fre	 in ChaGter �FLr	 " ;eli9eratelP tLrne; tF eOGlFre li9eratiMe ;is:FLrse	 Garti:LlarlP 

�alit re=le:tiFns	 Fn natLre in the :FnteOt F= DF;ern s:ien:e� � 9rie= FMerMieN F= the :Lrrent 

;e9ates reMeale; that the :FnMersatiFns Fn natLre in li9eratiMe ;is:FLrse Nere entan>le; in the 

GFliti:s F= ;eMelFGDent an; e:FlF>P� -he  an;hian aGGrFa:h	 a lea;in> MFi:e in the =iel;	 

eOGFse; the in:LrsiFns F= DF;ern s:ien:e as ;estrL:tiMe tF in;i>enFLs :FDDLnities	 

in:lL;in> �alits	 an; the enMirFnDent� -his ha; a =FllFN
LG =rFD Christian theFlF>i:al 

:FnMersatiFns Fn natLre	 Nhere the ;LalisD inherent tF DF;ern s:ien:e Nas Gla:e; a>ainst 
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GrFMi;in> a DFre nLan:e; Gi:tLre F= the "n;ian realities an; the ;ialF>Le Fn natLre shaGe; 9P 

theD� 

"n ChaGter -hree	 " ;elMe; intF a :Fn:rete histFrP F= interreli>iFLs en:FLnters 9etNeen 

�;Maiti: an; DF;ern "n;ian Christian thinBers at the :LsG F= DF;ernitP� -he :haGter 9e>ins 

Nith a histFri:al eOaDinatiFn F= the rise F= �;Maita in a :FlFnial :FnteOt	 its entan>leDents 
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interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le� -heDes sL:h as the realitP F= the Daterial NFrl;	 its GLrGFse	 :P:li: 

tiDe an; creatio ex nihilo	 9e:FDe :entral issLes in the ;ialF>Le 9etNeen �;Maiti: an; 

DF;ern "n;ian Christian interlF:LtFrs� -he analPsis reMeals hFN 9Fth ;ialF>Le Gartners 

>raGGle; Nith GFNer ;PnaDi:s as Nell as Nith re:Fn:ilin> s:ienti=i: :laiDs Nith the tea:hin>s 
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haMe resGFn;e; tF DF;ern s:ien:e ;i==erentlP� 

-here=Fre	 in ChaGter �FLr	 " ;eli9eratelP tLrne; tF eOGlFre li9eratiMe ;is:FLrse	 Garti:LlarlP 
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in:lL;in> �alits	 an; the enMirFnDent� -his ha; a =FllFN
LG =rFD Christian theFlF>i:al 
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Daterial NFrl; GrFMi;es a =FFtin> =Fr De	 as a resear:her	 an; hFGe=LllP =Fr Fther "n;ian as 

Nell as nFn
"n;ian Christians	 tF en>a>e Nith the ;iMerse MFi:es eOGlFre; in this resear:h� 

Nederlandse Samenvatting

�e :entrale ;Felstellin> Man ;it Fn;erQFeB Nas het MerBennen Man ;e DF>eliABe 9iA;ra>e Man 

een inter:LltLreel theFlF>is:h >esGreB aan ;e :FnteOtLele theFlF>ie Man ;e natLLr in "n;ia en 

;aar9Liten� (D ;it te 9ereiBen	 he9 iB een ;ialFF> tFt stan; >e9ra:ht tLssen ;rie aGarte

;is:FLrsen _ interreli>ieLs	 9eMriA;en; en -rinitair _ en het Fn;erQFeB >eGFsitiFneer; 9innen 

het ;FDein Man Netens:haG en reli>ie�

"n ;e inlei;in> he9 iB ;e re:ente sF:iFlF>is:he stL;ies en GFstDF;erne 9ena;erin>en Man ;e 

Netens:haG >eanalPseer; en 9etFF>; ;at ;eQe een MrL:ht9are rLiDte 9ie;en FD FG :reatieMe 

NiAQe een theFlF>ie Man ;e natLLr te =FrDLleren� �eQe nieLNe rLiDte is niet 9elast Det FL;e 

stereFtPGen	 QFals het :Fn=li:t tLssen Netens:haG en reli>ie	 is FGen MFFr >eDar>inaliseer;e 

steDDen en hee=t het GFtentieel FD interreli>ieLs ;ialFF> FMer ;e natLLr te stiDLleren� �at 

;it QFNel in "n;ia als in ;e 9re;ere Nesterse :FnteOt het >eMal is	 9aant ;e Ne> MFFr een 

QinMFl inter:LltLreel ;ialFF> FMer ;e natLLr� /erMFl>ens he9 iB 9etFF>; ;at er in ;e "n;iase 

:FnteOt Dinstens tNee ;is:FLrsen QiAn Naarin FMer ;e natLLr NFr;t >e;is:Lssieer;� !et eerste 

is een reeBs interreli>ieLQe LitNisselin>en tLssen �;Maitis:he en "n;iase :hristeliABe ;enBers 

aan ;e MFFraMFn; Man ;e DF;erne Netens:haG in "n;ia� !et tNee;e ;is:FLrs BFDt MFFrt Lit 

�alit
GersGe:tieMen FG ;e natLLr� /er;er MFe>;e iB het -rinitaris:he ;is:FLrs FMer ;e natLLr 

tFe	 ;at Det naDe te Min;en is in het NerB Man CFlin  LntFn	 in ;e :FnteOt Man Netens:haG 

en reli>ie in het 0esten� "n ;e ;aarFGMFl>en;e hFF=;stLBBen NFr;en theDa�s en DFtieMen 

Det 9etreBBin> tFt ;e natLLr Fn;erQF:ht ;ie in elB Man ;eQe ;is:FLrsen naar MFren BFDen	 

Naarna iB Qe Det elBaar MerNee= FD FnQe 9elan>riABste Fn;erQFeBsMraa> te 9eantNFFr;en� "n 

hetQel=;e inlei;en;e hFF=;stLB intrF;L:eer iB FFB het Fn;erQFeB als een Fn;erNerG Man 

:FnteOtLele theFlF>ie en ;e DethF;e Man trian>Llatie� �aarnaast re:htMaar;i> iB ;e 

DethF;FlF>ie Man inter:LltLrele theFlF>ie en Britis:h realisDe ;ie iB in ;it GrFAe:t he9 

>eMFl>;� /erMFl>ens 9es:hriA= iB ;e releMantie Man het Fn;erNerG	 ;e 9elan>riABste terDen	 ;e 

9eGerBin>en Man het Fn;erQFeB en ;e strL:tLLr Man het Fn;erQFeB�

��


:Fntri9LtiFn NFLl; 9e enhan:e; 9P in:FrGFratin> the eDGhasis Fn FntFlF>i:al :Fnne:tiFn 

9etNeen  F; an; the Daterial NFrl;	 =FLn; in MariFLs e:FtheFlF>ies	 e:F=eDinist	 �alit an; 

)anentheisti: GersGe:tiMes� -his Deans that a GrFGer Ln;erstan;in> F= relatiFnalitP 9etNeen 

 F; an; the Daterial NFrl; nee;s tF hi>hli>ht 9Fth his FntFlF>i:al ;istin:tiFn =rFD an; 

FntFlF>i:al hFDF>eneitP Nith the Daterial NFrl;� " haMe ar>Le; that this :an 9e a:hieMe;	 nFt 

9P tLrnin> tF GanentheisD	 9Lt 9P retLrnin> tF in:arnatiFn�  

!FNeMer	 9e=Fre =leshin> FLt the iDGli:atiFns F= in:arnatiFn =Fr the theFlF>P F= the Daterial 

NFrl; in the :FnteOt F= "n;ia	 in ChaGter ,iO	 " taBe a ;etFLr tF >ather an; eOaDine the 

insi>hts Piel;e; 9P Gre:e;in> ;is:LssiFns :Fn:ernin> FLr DethF;FlF>ies F= inter:LltLral 

theFlF>P an; :riti:al realisD� -he :haGter :Fn:lL;es that all =Fre>Fin> ;is:FLrses Fn natLre	

are ;eeGlP eD9e;;e; in sGe:i=i: :LltLral lF:atiFns	 an; are in=lLen:e; 9P >iMen GFNer 

strL:tLres	 GersFnal aD9itiFns an; :FDDitDent tF :ertain reli>iFLs i;iFDs� !FNeMer	 the 

interlF:LtFrs theDselMes ;F nFt :Fnsi;er their :FnMi:tiFns tF 9e Dere :FnseHLen:es F= their

:LltLral lF:atiFn� rather	 theP hFl; theD tF :FrresGFn; Nith realitP� CFnseHLentlP	 theP hFl; 

theD Nith a LniMersal intent	 Nhi:h sLGGlies theD Nith a DFtiMatiFn =Fr ;ialF>Le an; a 

GFssi9ilitP F= :FnMersiFn F= the Fther� �LrtherDFre	 theP hFl; that s:ien:e	 liBe their reli>iFLs 

i;iFD	 reMeals the realitP F= natLre as it is	 an; there=Fre	 the en>a>eDent Nith it is lF>i:al 

an; GrFDisin>� 0hile these =a:tFrs enhan:e the GFssi9ilitP F= a =rLit=Ll trilF>Le 9etNeen 

s:ien:e an; ;i==erent reli>iFLs tra;itiFns	 the GFssi9ilitP F= GseL;Fs:ien:e an; GseL;F


theFlF>ies GFints tF the nee; =Fr a strin>ent GFint F= re=eren:e in the ;ia�trilF>Le� -his is 

Nhere interreli>iFLs ;ialF>Le an; inter:LltLral theFlF>P :an 9ene=it =rFD the DethF;FlF>P F=

:riti:al realisD	 Nhi:h eDGhasises 9Fth the :LltLral eD9e;;e;ness F= theFries an; the 

eGisteDi: GriFritP F= the realitP that thFse theFries aiD tF ;es:ri9e� 0hat this Deans =Fr an 

inter:LltLral theFlF>P F= natLre is that Nhile 9ein> in=FrDe; 9P ;i==erent :FnteOts	 its 

:Fn:lLsiFns are alNaPs ;i:tate; 9P the realitP F= the -riLne  F;� 0ith this	 " retLrn tF the

theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl; that is 9P nFN enri:he; 9P the inter:LltLral >leanin>s an; is 

9ase; Fn the a:tiFn F= the -rinitarian  F; tFNar;s !is :reatiFn�

!aMin> esta9lishe; these DethF;FlF>ies	 ChaGter ,eMen F==ers a :FnstrL:tiMe GrFGFsal =Fr a

theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl;	 interNeaMin> theDes an; DFti=s >athere; =rFD the Gre:e;in>

three ;is:FLrses Fn natLre� !ere	 " GrFGFse the Daterial Christ	 the  F;9F;P	 as the lF:Ls =Fr 

the theFlF>P F= the Daterial NFrl;� �FllFNin> it	 " ;raN =rFD seMeral eGisF;es =rFD the li=e F= 

#esLs	 ela9Fratin> Fn their si>ni=i:an:e =Fr FLr Ln;erstan;in> F= the Daterial NFrl; Ne 

inha9it� -FNar;s the en; F= the :haGter	 " 9rie=lP ;es:ri9e hFN this :FnteOtLal theFlF>P F= the 
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>esGreBsGartners FMer ;e natLLr Mereist ;aarFD een 9re;ere BiAB FG ;e =a:tFren ;an alleen 

Da:htsstriA;� �n;erQiA;s he9 iB FFB Mers:hillen;e theDa�s en DFtieMen 9lFFt>ele>; ;ie Lit 

;eQe eGisF;e Man interreli>ieLs ;ialFF> FMer ;e natLLr naar MFren BNaDen en ;ie :rL:iaal 

QFL;en QiAn MFFr ;e FntNiBBelin> Man een "n;iaas :hristeliAB GersGe:tie= FG ;e natLLr� 

(n;anBs ;eQe 9iA;ra>e	 9eteBen;e het =eit ;at ;eQe interreli>ieLQe ;ialFF> FMer ;e aar; Man 

;e natLLr GlaatsMFn; tiA;ens ;e 9lFeitiA; Man ;e DF;erne Netens:haG en 9eGerBt Nas tFt een 

sele:te >rFeG Densen	 ;at het >esGreB DFest NFr;en Lit>e9rei; Det an;ere >eDar>inaliseer;e 

steDDen ;ie DF>eliAB an;ers FG ;e DF;erne Netens:haG he99en >erea>eer;�

�aarFD he9 iB De in hFF=;stLB Mier 9eNLst >eri:ht FG het MerBennen Man het 9eMriA;en;e 

;is:FLrs	 Det naDe �alit
re=le:ties	 FMer ;e natLLr in ;e :FnteOt Man ;e DF;erne Netens:haG� 

�en 9eBnFGt FMerQi:ht Man ;e hLi;i>e ;e9atten 9ra:ht aan het li:ht ;at ;e >esGreBBen FMer ;e 

natLLr in het 9eMriA;en;e ;is:FLrs Merstren>el; Naren Det ;e GFlitieB Man FntNiBBelin> en 

e:FlF>ie� �e  an;hiaanse 9ena;erin>	 een tFFnaan>eMen;e steD FG ;it >e9ie;	 FnthLl;e het 

;estrL:tieMe e==e:t Man ;e inMasie Man ;e DF;erne Netens:haG MFFr inheeDse 

>eDeens:haGGen	 NaarFn;er �alits	 en het DilieL� �it Bree> een MerMFl> in :hristeliABe 

theFlF>is:he ;is:Lssies FMer ;e natLLr	 Naarin het ;LalisDe ;at inherent is aan ;e DF;erne 

Netens:haG Ner; a=>eQet te>en hFlistis:he FFrsGrFnBeliABe FGMattin>en FMer ;e natLLr� 

-heFlF>is:h >eQien 9eteBen;e ;it ;at FGMattin>en ;ie een ;ieGe BlFF= tLssen  F;	 ;e 

Denshei; en ;e natLLr :reWren	 Ner;en MerNFrGen ten >Lnste Man een hFlistis:he 

relatiFnaliteit tLssen ;eQe ;rie� /FFr Meel e:F=eDinisten	 e:FtheFlF>en en �alit
theFlF>en 

9eMatte het GanentheXstis:he DF;el Man ;e relatie tLssen  F; en ;e Nerel; een 9elF=te Man 

;ieGe relatiFnaliteit� /an;aarLit he9 iB Mers:hillen;e 9FLNstenen MFFr een "n;iase :hristeliABe 

theFlF>ie Man ;e natLLr FG>eGiBt en Dee>enFDen	 QFals het 9eel; Man ;e Nerel; als het 

li:haaD Man  F; en het Merlan>en naar een  F; ;ie intrinsieB en Daterieel Mer9Fn;en is Det 

QiAn s:heGGin>� �FFr nieLNe steDDen aan ;e ;is:Lssie tFe te MFe>en	 Nees iB er e:hter FFB 

FG ;at �alit
;enBers niet LnanieD MFFrstan;er Naren Man een ;er>eliABe ;ieGe relatiFnaliteit� 

Lit he;en;aa>se �alit
literatLLr FMer DilieL en Netens:haG 9liABt AList ;at sFDDi>e MFrDen 

Man hFlisDe een 9rFe;Glaats QiAn MFFr GseL;FNetens:haGGen en Fn;er;rLBBen; MFFr �alits� 

�eQe steDDen DaBen het 9eMriA;en;e ;is:FLrs FMer Netens:haG	 reli>ie en natLLr in "n;ia 

:FDGleOer	 Daar DFeten �QFals in hFF=;stLB tNee� NFr;en Dee>enFDen als ;e ;is:Lssie FMer 

;e natLLr e:ht GFstBFlFniaal Nil QiAn� 'a Fn;erQFeB Man het 9eMriA;en;e ;is:FLrs BNaD iB 

;aarFD tFt ;e :Fn:lLsie ;at MFFr �alits Qel= ;e GantheXstis:he en GanentheXstis:he 9eel;en 

Man ;e relatiFnaliteit tLssen  F; en ;e Nerel; niet >eheel >eQFn; QiAn MFFr 9eMriA;in>� QiA 

���

"n hFF=;stLB tNee he9 iB ;e GFstDF;erne 9ena;erin>en Mer;er >eanalPseer; en 9etFF>; ;at 

;e ;ialFF> tLssen Netens:haG en reli>ie in "n;ia sterB NFr;t 9eXnMlFe; ;FFr GFstBFlFniale 

9ena;erin>en	 Nat een >rFn;i>e Mer;ieGin> in haar 9elan>riABste Grin:iGes Mereiste aan het 

9e>in Man het Fn;erQFeB� /erMFl>ens he9 iB De 9eQi>>ehFL;en Det haar 9eNerin>en en haar 

:Fn:lLsies Britis:h >etFetst in ;e "n;iase :FnteOt� "B he9 ;e GFstBFlFniale ;ia>nFse Man ;e 

DF;erne Netens:haG >eGresenteer; als een >eNel;;a;i> en Fn;er;rLBBen; De:hanisDe ;at	 

Mana= haar 9e>in in ;e DetrFGFFl tFt aan ;e FMer;ra:ht naar ;e BFlFniWn en nL Mia ;e 

FFrsGrFnBeliABe instellin>en	 een instrLDent 9liA=t Man het riAB ��DGire� FD te :FntrFleren en 

Lit te 9Liten� )FstBFlFniale :Fn:lLsies he99en ;e ;is:Lssie FMer Netens:haG QFNel 

>eGFlitiseer; als >eGlLraliseer;	 Naar;FFr nieLNe DF>eliABhe;en MFFr ;e ;ialFF> tLssen 

Netens:haG en reli>ie QiAn Fntstaan� 'ietteDin he9 iB	 >e9rLiB DaBen; Man Mers:hillen;e 

re:ente stL;ies	 een histFris:h	 :FnteOtLeel en =ilFsF=is:h Fn;erQFeB naar GFstBFlFniale 

:Fn:lLsies >eXnitieer;� !et Fn;erQFeB 9ra:ht ;e aD9iMalente aar; Man GFstBFlFniale theFrie 

aan het li:ht en ;e ;rin>en;e nFF;QaaB FD ;eQe Mer;er te GFstBFlFniseren FD releMant en 

e==e:tie= te QiAn� "B he9 ;it na>estree=; ;FFr an;ere >eDar>inaliseer;e steDDen Dee te 

neDen	 NaarFn;er ;ie NelBe ;e GFstBFlFniale :Fn:lLsies 9etNisten	 Naar;FFr een 

>enLan:eer;er 9eel; Fntstaat Man ;e "n;iase realiteit en ;e ;ialFF> FMer ;e natLLr ;ie 

;aar;FFr NFr;t >eMFrD;� 

"n hFF=;stLB ;rie he9 iB De Mer;ieGt in ;e :Fn:rete >es:hie;enis Man interreli>ieLQe 

FntDFetin>en tLssen a;Maita
;enBers en DF;erne "n;iase :hristeliABe ;enBers aan het 9e>in 

Man ;e DF;erniteit� !et hFF=;stLB 9e>int Det een histFris:h Fn;erQFeB naar ;e FGBFDst Man 

�;Maita in een BFlFniale :FnteOt	 haar MerNeMenhei; Det ;e Netens:haGGeliABe Fnt;eBBin>en 

en haar iDGli:aties MFFr ;e interreli>ieLQe ;ialFF>� 0e :Fnstateren ;at >rFeien; realisDe	 

Det naDe in ;e s:ha;LN Man ;e eMFlLtietheFrie	 ;e interreli>ieLQe ;ialFF> 9eXnMlFe;t� 

-heDa�s QFals ;e realiteit Man ;e DateriWle Nerel;	 haar ;Fel	 :P:lis:he tiA; en :reatiF eO 

nihilF	 NFr;en :entrale BNesties in ;e ;ialFF> tLssen a;Maitis:he en DF;erne "n;iase 

:hristeliABe >esGreBsGartners� �e analPse laat Qien hFe 9ei;e >esGreBsGartners NFrstel;en Det 

Da:htsMerhFL;in>en als FFB Det het MerQFenen Man Netens:haGGeliABe 9eNerin>en Det ;e 

leer Man hLn ei>en reli>ieLQe tra;ities� !et 9eMesti>;e ;e sF:iale in9e;;in> Man alle ;ialFF> 

tLssen Netens:haG en reli>ie� !et Nees er e:hter FFB FG ;at ;e interreli>ieLQe ;ialFF> niet 

Ban NFr;en >ere;L:eer; tFt Da:htsMerhFL;in>en	 Daar ;at reli>ieLQe tFeNiA;in> en ;e 

a::eGtatie Man Netens:haG als een Menster FG ;e Naarhei; FMer ;e natLLr FFB een 9elan>riABe 

rFl sGelen in ;e DFtiMatie MFFr ;ialFF>� �en >Fe; 9e>riG Man ;e FGMattin>en Man ;e 
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>esGreBsGartners FMer ;e natLLr Mereist ;aarFD een 9re;ere BiAB FG ;e =a:tFren ;an alleen 

Da:htsstriA;� �n;erQiA;s he9 iB FFB Mers:hillen;e theDa�s en DFtieMen 9lFFt>ele>; ;ie Lit 

;eQe eGisF;e Man interreli>ieLs ;ialFF> FMer ;e natLLr naar MFren BNaDen en ;ie :rL:iaal 

QFL;en QiAn MFFr ;e FntNiBBelin> Man een "n;iaas :hristeliAB GersGe:tie= FG ;e natLLr� 

(n;anBs ;eQe 9iA;ra>e	 9eteBen;e het =eit ;at ;eQe interreli>ieLQe ;ialFF> FMer ;e aar; Man 

;e natLLr GlaatsMFn; tiA;ens ;e 9lFeitiA; Man ;e DF;erne Netens:haG en 9eGerBt Nas tFt een 

sele:te >rFeG Densen	 ;at het >esGreB DFest NFr;en Lit>e9rei; Det an;ere >eDar>inaliseer;e 

steDDen ;ie DF>eliAB an;ers FG ;e DF;erne Netens:haG he99en >erea>eer;�

�aarFD he9 iB De in hFF=;stLB Mier 9eNLst >eri:ht FG het MerBennen Man het 9eMriA;en;e 

;is:FLrs	 Det naDe �alit
re=le:ties	 FMer ;e natLLr in ;e :FnteOt Man ;e DF;erne Netens:haG� 

�en 9eBnFGt FMerQi:ht Man ;e hLi;i>e ;e9atten 9ra:ht aan het li:ht ;at ;e >esGreBBen FMer ;e 

natLLr in het 9eMriA;en;e ;is:FLrs Merstren>el; Naren Det ;e GFlitieB Man FntNiBBelin> en 

e:FlF>ie� �e  an;hiaanse 9ena;erin>	 een tFFnaan>eMen;e steD FG ;it >e9ie;	 FnthLl;e het 

;estrL:tieMe e==e:t Man ;e inMasie Man ;e DF;erne Netens:haG MFFr inheeDse 

>eDeens:haGGen	 NaarFn;er �alits	 en het DilieL� �it Bree> een MerMFl> in :hristeliABe 

theFlF>is:he ;is:Lssies FMer ;e natLLr	 Naarin het ;LalisDe ;at inherent is aan ;e DF;erne 

Netens:haG Ner; a=>eQet te>en hFlistis:he FFrsGrFnBeliABe FGMattin>en FMer ;e natLLr� 

-heFlF>is:h >eQien 9eteBen;e ;it ;at FGMattin>en ;ie een ;ieGe BlFF= tLssen  F;	 ;e 

Denshei; en ;e natLLr :reWren	 Ner;en MerNFrGen ten >Lnste Man een hFlistis:he 

relatiFnaliteit tLssen ;eQe ;rie� /FFr Meel e:F=eDinisten	 e:FtheFlF>en en �alit
theFlF>en 

9eMatte het GanentheXstis:he DF;el Man ;e relatie tLssen  F; en ;e Nerel; een 9elF=te Man 

;ieGe relatiFnaliteit� /an;aarLit he9 iB Mers:hillen;e 9FLNstenen MFFr een "n;iase :hristeliABe 

theFlF>ie Man ;e natLLr FG>eGiBt en Dee>enFDen	 QFals het 9eel; Man ;e Nerel; als het 

li:haaD Man  F; en het Merlan>en naar een  F; ;ie intrinsieB en Daterieel Mer9Fn;en is Det 

QiAn s:heGGin>� �FFr nieLNe steDDen aan ;e ;is:Lssie tFe te MFe>en	 Nees iB er e:hter FFB 

FG ;at �alit
;enBers niet LnanieD MFFrstan;er Naren Man een ;er>eliABe ;ieGe relatiFnaliteit� 

Lit he;en;aa>se �alit
literatLLr FMer DilieL en Netens:haG 9liABt AList ;at sFDDi>e MFrDen 

Man hFlisDe een 9rFe;Glaats QiAn MFFr GseL;FNetens:haGGen en Fn;er;rLBBen; MFFr �alits� 

�eQe steDDen DaBen het 9eMriA;en;e ;is:FLrs FMer Netens:haG	 reli>ie en natLLr in "n;ia 

:FDGleOer	 Daar DFeten �QFals in hFF=;stLB tNee� NFr;en Dee>enFDen als ;e ;is:Lssie FMer 

;e natLLr e:ht GFstBFlFniaal Nil QiAn� 'a Fn;erQFeB Man het 9eMriA;en;e ;is:FLrs BNaD iB 

;aarFD tFt ;e :Fn:lLsie ;at MFFr �alits Qel= ;e GantheXstis:he en GanentheXstis:he 9eel;en 

Man ;e relatiFnaliteit tLssen  F; en ;e Nerel; niet >eheel >eQFn; QiAn MFFr 9eMriA;in>� QiA 

���

"n hFF=;stLB tNee he9 iB ;e GFstDF;erne 9ena;erin>en Mer;er >eanalPseer; en 9etFF>; ;at 

;e ;ialFF> tLssen Netens:haG en reli>ie in "n;ia sterB NFr;t 9eXnMlFe; ;FFr GFstBFlFniale 

9ena;erin>en	 Nat een >rFn;i>e Mer;ieGin> in haar 9elan>riABste Grin:iGes Mereiste aan het 

9e>in Man het Fn;erQFeB� /erMFl>ens he9 iB De 9eQi>>ehFL;en Det haar 9eNerin>en en haar 

:Fn:lLsies Britis:h >etFetst in ;e "n;iase :FnteOt� "B he9 ;e GFstBFlFniale ;ia>nFse Man ;e 

DF;erne Netens:haG >eGresenteer; als een >eNel;;a;i> en Fn;er;rLBBen; De:hanisDe ;at	 

Mana= haar 9e>in in ;e DetrFGFFl tFt aan ;e FMer;ra:ht naar ;e BFlFniWn en nL Mia ;e 

FFrsGrFnBeliABe instellin>en	 een instrLDent 9liA=t Man het riAB ��DGire� FD te :FntrFleren en 

Lit te 9Liten� )FstBFlFniale :Fn:lLsies he99en ;e ;is:Lssie FMer Netens:haG QFNel 

>eGFlitiseer; als >eGlLraliseer;	 Naar;FFr nieLNe DF>eliABhe;en MFFr ;e ;ialFF> tLssen 

Netens:haG en reli>ie QiAn Fntstaan� 'ietteDin he9 iB	 >e9rLiB DaBen; Man Mers:hillen;e 

re:ente stL;ies	 een histFris:h	 :FnteOtLeel en =ilFsF=is:h Fn;erQFeB naar GFstBFlFniale 

:Fn:lLsies >eXnitieer;� !et Fn;erQFeB 9ra:ht ;e aD9iMalente aar; Man GFstBFlFniale theFrie 

aan het li:ht en ;e ;rin>en;e nFF;QaaB FD ;eQe Mer;er te GFstBFlFniseren FD releMant en 

e==e:tie= te QiAn� "B he9 ;it na>estree=; ;FFr an;ere >eDar>inaliseer;e steDDen Dee te 

neDen	 NaarFn;er ;ie NelBe ;e GFstBFlFniale :Fn:lLsies 9etNisten	 Naar;FFr een 

>enLan:eer;er 9eel; Fntstaat Man ;e "n;iase realiteit en ;e ;ialFF> FMer ;e natLLr ;ie 

;aar;FFr NFr;t >eMFrD;� 

"n hFF=;stLB ;rie he9 iB De Mer;ieGt in ;e :Fn:rete >es:hie;enis Man interreli>ieLQe 

FntDFetin>en tLssen a;Maita
;enBers en DF;erne "n;iase :hristeliABe ;enBers aan het 9e>in 

Man ;e DF;erniteit� !et hFF=;stLB 9e>int Det een histFris:h Fn;erQFeB naar ;e FGBFDst Man 

�;Maita in een BFlFniale :FnteOt	 haar MerNeMenhei; Det ;e Netens:haGGeliABe Fnt;eBBin>en 

en haar iDGli:aties MFFr ;e interreli>ieLQe ;ialFF>� 0e :Fnstateren ;at >rFeien; realisDe	 

Det naDe in ;e s:ha;LN Man ;e eMFlLtietheFrie	 ;e interreli>ieLQe ;ialFF> 9eXnMlFe;t� 

-heDa�s QFals ;e realiteit Man ;e DateriWle Nerel;	 haar ;Fel	 :P:lis:he tiA; en :reatiF eO 

nihilF	 NFr;en :entrale BNesties in ;e ;ialFF> tLssen a;Maitis:he en DF;erne "n;iase 

:hristeliABe >esGreBsGartners� �e analPse laat Qien hFe 9ei;e >esGreBsGartners NFrstel;en Det 

Da:htsMerhFL;in>en als FFB Det het MerQFenen Man Netens:haGGeliABe 9eNerin>en Det ;e 

leer Man hLn ei>en reli>ieLQe tra;ities� !et 9eMesti>;e ;e sF:iale in9e;;in> Man alle ;ialFF> 

tLssen Netens:haG en reli>ie� !et Nees er e:hter FFB FG ;at ;e interreli>ieLQe ;ialFF> niet 

Ban NFr;en >ere;L:eer; tFt Da:htsMerhFL;in>en	 Daar ;at reli>ieLQe tFeNiA;in> en ;e 

a::eGtatie Man Netens:haG als een Menster FG ;e Naarhei; FMer ;e natLLr FFB een 9elan>riABe 

rFl sGelen in ;e DFtiMatie MFFr ;ialFF>� �en >Fe; 9e>riG Man ;e FGMattin>en Man ;e 
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;at alle MFFr>aan;e ;is:Lssies FMer ;e natLLr ;ieG MeranBer; QiAn in sGe:i=ieBe :LltLrele 

:FnteOten en 9eXnMlFe; NFr;en ;FFr 9eGaal;e Da:htsstrL:tLren	 GersFFnliABe aD9ities en 

tFeNiA;in> aan 9eGaal;e reli>ieLQe i;iFDen� �e >esGreBsGartners Qel= 9es:hFLNen hLn 

FMertLi>in>en e:hter niet als lFLter een >eMFl> Man hLn :LltLrele :FnteOt	 Daar Qien Qe als een 

NeersGie>elin> Man ;e NerBeliABhei;� �iA>eMFl> hanteren Qe ;eQe FMertLi>in>en Det een 

LniMersele intentie	 Nat hen DFtiMeert tFt ;ialFF> en een DF>eliABhei; tFt 9eBerin> Man ;e 

an;er� �FMen;ien QiAn QiA Man Denin> ;at ;e Netens:haG	 net als hLn reli>ieLQe i;iFFD	 ;e 

NerBeliABhei; Man ;e natLLr FnthLlt QFals ;ie is	 en ;at het ;aarFD lF>is:h en Meel9elFMen; is 

FD Qi:h ;aarDee 9eQi> te hFL;en� !FeNel ;eQe =a:tFren ;e Bans FG een MrL:ht9are trilF>ie 

tLssen ;e Netens:haG en Mers:hillen;e reli>ieLQe tra;ities MerhF>en	 NiAst ;e DF>eliABhei; 

Man GseL;FNetens:haG en GseL;FtheFlF>ieWn FG ;e nFF;QaaB Man een striBt re=erentieGLnt in 

;e ;ia�trilF>ie� !ier BLnnen ;e interreli>ieLQe ;ialFF> en ;e inter:LltLrele theFlF>ie 

GrF=iteren Man ;e DethF;FlF>ie Man het Britis:h realisDe	 ;at QFNel ;e :LltLrele MeranBerin> 

Man theFrieWn als ;e eGisteDis:he GriFriteit Man ;e NerBeliABhei; ;ie ;eQe theFrieWn tra:hten 

te 9es:hriAMen	 9ena;rLBt� /FFr een inter:LltLrele theFlF>ie Man ;e natLLr 9eteBent ;it ;at	 

hFeNel QiA NFr;t >eMFe; ;FFr Mers:hillen;e :FnteOten	 haar :Fn:lLsies altiA; NFr;en 9eGaal; 

;FFr ;e realiteit Man ;e �rie
eenhei;� !ierDee BFD iB terL> FG ;e theFlF>ie Man ;e DateriWle 

Nerel;	 ;ie nL is MerriABt ;FFr ;e inter:LltLrele inQi:hten en >e9aseer; is FG het han;elen Man 

;e �rie
eenhei; ten FGQi:hte Man 3iAn s:heGGin>�

'a ;eQe DethF;FlF>ieWn te he99en Mast>estel;	 9ie;t hFF=;stLB QeMen een :FnstrL:tie= 

MFFrstel MFFr een theFlF>ie Man ;e DateriWle Nerel;	 Naarin theDa�s en DFtieMen Lit ;e 

MFFr>aan;e ;rie ;is:FLrsen FMer ;e natLLr Det elBaar NFr;en MerNeMen� "n ;it hFF=;stLB stel 

iB ;e DateriWle ChristLs	 het  F;;eliABe %i:haaD � F;9F;P�	 MFFr als ;e lF:Ls MFFr ;e 

theFlF>ie Man ;e DateriWle Nerel;� /erMFl>ens GLt iB Lit Mers:hillen;e eGisF;es Lit het leMen 

Man #eQLs en >a iB ;ieGer in FG hLn 9eteBenis MFFr Fns 9e>riG Man ;e DateriWle Nerel; Naarin 

Ne leMen� -e>en het ein;e Man het hFF=;stLB 9es:hriA= iB BFrt hFe ;eQe :FnteOtLele theFlF>ie 

Man ;e DateriWle Nerel; DiA als Fn;erQFeBer	 en hFGeliAB FFB an;ere "n;iase en niet
"n;iase 

:hristenen	 een 9asis 9ie;t FD in >esGreB te >aan Det ;e ;iMerse steDDen ;ie in ;it 

Fn;erQFeB aan 9F; BFDen�   

���

he99en eer;er 9ehFe=te aan een DF;el Man relatiFnaliteit tLssen  F; en ;e Nerel; ;at ;e 

MalBLilen Man QFNel hFlisDe als ;LalisDe MerDiA;t�

"B MFn; 9iA CFlin  LntFn ;e stellin> ;at een ;er>eliAB 9e>riG Man relatiFnaliteit DF>eliAB Nas 

;FFr Di;;el Man een trinitaire theFlF>ie Man ;e natLLr	 NaarFG iB in hFF=;stLB MiA= 9en 

in>e>aan� 'a een re:htMaar;i>in> Man ;e DF>eliABhei; en NenseliABhei; FD  LntFn te 

>e9rLiBen in ;it inter:LltLrele ;ialFF>	 he9 iB QiAn DF;el Man ;e relatie tLssen  F; en ;e 

Nerel; Fn;erQF:ht	 Naarin an;ers
QiAn nFF;QaBeliAB is MFFr NerBeliABe relatiFnaliteit�  LntFn 

tra:eert ;e relatiFnaliteit FG 9asis Man an;ers
QiAn in :reatiF eO nihilF	 ;ie  F; en ;e 

s:heGGin> Man elBaar Fn;ers:hei;t� 3iAn 9elan>riABste 9iA;ra>e aan ;e theFlF>ie Man ;e natLLr 

is e:hter QiAn >e9rLiB Man ;e "renaeXs:he analF>ie Man ;e relatiFnaliteit tLssen  F; en ;e 

Nerel;	 Naar9iA  F; Det ;e Nerel; FD>aat Mia QiAn tNee han;en� ;e 3FFn en ;e  eest�

�FMen;ien illLstreert ;e 9etrFBBenhei; Man ;e  eest in het leMen Man ;e 3FFn	 Mana= QiAn 

>e9FFrte	 9eGrFeMin>en	 ;FF;	 FGstan;in> en heDelMaart	  F;s relatie Det ;e hele s:heGGin>� 

!FeNel  LntFns NerB nLtti> is FD een Fn;ers:hei; te 9eNaren tLssen  F; en ;e Nerel;	 

9liA=t het Mat9aar MFFr :riti:i Man het sF:iaal trinitarisDe	 ;ie 9etF>en ;at ;e FntFlF>is:he 

GriFriteit ;ie NFr;t >e>eMen aan relatiFnaliteit in intra
trinitaire relaties ;e eenhei; Man  F; 

in >eMaar 9ren>t F= FG QiAn Dinst FMer het hFF=; Qiet� (D>eBeer; staat QiAn na;rLB FG 

Mer9Fn;enhei; in an;ers
QiAn FGen MFFr BritieB Man e:F=eDinisten	 e:FtheFlF>en en 9eGaal;e 

�alit
theFlF>is:he strFDin>en	 ;ie het can;ers DaBend �FtherisatiFn� ne>atie= 9eFFr;elen en 

eenhei; 9es:hFLNen als een BenDerB Man hFlisDe� "B he9 9etFF>; ;at  LntFns na;rLB FG het 

can;ers DaBend �FtherisatiFn�	 als MFFrNaar;e MFFr relatiFnaliteit	 QiAn ei>en :LltLrele 

MFFrin>enFDenhei; FnthLlt en ;at QiAn 9iA;ra>e QFL NFr;en MersterBt ;FFr ;aarin ;e na;rLB 

FG ;e FntFlF>is:he Mer9in;in> tLssen  F; en ;e DateriWle Nerel; FG te neDen	 ;ie te Min;en 

is in Mers:hillen;e e:FtheFlF>is:he	 e:F=eDinistis:he	 �alit
 en GanentheXstis:he 

GersGe:tieMen� �it 9eteBent ;at een >Fe; 9e>riG Man ;e relatiFnaliteit tLssen  F; en ;e 

DateriWle Nerel; QFNel QiAn FntFlF>is:he Fn;ers:hei;in> Man als QiAn FntFlF>is:he 

hFDF>eniteit Det ;e DateriWle Nerel; DFet 9ena;rLBBen� "B he9 9etFF>; ;at ;it Ban NFr;en 

9ereiBt	 niet ;FFr terL> te Beren naar het GanentheXsDe	 Daar ;FFr terL> te Beren naar ;e 

in:arnatie�

/FFr;at iB e:hter	 in hFF=;stLB Qes	 ;e iDGli:aties Man in:arnatie MFFr ;e theFlF>ie Man ;e 

DateriWle Nerel; in ;e :FnteOt Man "n;ia LitNerB	 neeD iB een LitstaGAe FD ;e inQi:hten te 

MerQaDelen en te Fn;erQFeBen ;ie MFFrtBFDen Lit eer;ere ;is:Lssies Det 9etreBBin> tFt FnQe 

DethF;FlF>ieWn Man inter:LltLrele theFlF>ie en Britis:h realisDe� !et hFF=;stLB :Fn:lL;eert 
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;at alle MFFr>aan;e ;is:Lssies FMer ;e natLLr ;ieG MeranBer; QiAn in sGe:i=ieBe :LltLrele 

:FnteOten en 9eXnMlFe; NFr;en ;FFr 9eGaal;e Da:htsstrL:tLren	 GersFFnliABe aD9ities en 

tFeNiA;in> aan 9eGaal;e reli>ieLQe i;iFDen� �e >esGreBsGartners Qel= 9es:hFLNen hLn 

FMertLi>in>en e:hter niet als lFLter een >eMFl> Man hLn :LltLrele :FnteOt	 Daar Qien Qe als een 

NeersGie>elin> Man ;e NerBeliABhei;� �iA>eMFl> hanteren Qe ;eQe FMertLi>in>en Det een 

LniMersele intentie	 Nat hen DFtiMeert tFt ;ialFF> en een DF>eliABhei; tFt 9eBerin> Man ;e 

an;er� �FMen;ien QiAn QiA Man Denin> ;at ;e Netens:haG	 net als hLn reli>ieLQe i;iFFD	 ;e 

NerBeliABhei; Man ;e natLLr FnthLlt QFals ;ie is	 en ;at het ;aarFD lF>is:h en Meel9elFMen; is 

FD Qi:h ;aarDee 9eQi> te hFL;en� !FeNel ;eQe =a:tFren ;e Bans FG een MrL:ht9are trilF>ie 

tLssen ;e Netens:haG en Mers:hillen;e reli>ieLQe tra;ities MerhF>en	 NiAst ;e DF>eliABhei; 

Man GseL;FNetens:haG en GseL;FtheFlF>ieWn FG ;e nFF;QaaB Man een striBt re=erentieGLnt in 

;e ;ia�trilF>ie� !ier BLnnen ;e interreli>ieLQe ;ialFF> en ;e inter:LltLrele theFlF>ie 

GrF=iteren Man ;e DethF;FlF>ie Man het Britis:h realisDe	 ;at QFNel ;e :LltLrele MeranBerin> 

Man theFrieWn als ;e eGisteDis:he GriFriteit Man ;e NerBeliABhei; ;ie ;eQe theFrieWn tra:hten 

te 9es:hriAMen	 9ena;rLBt� /FFr een inter:LltLrele theFlF>ie Man ;e natLLr 9eteBent ;it ;at	 

hFeNel QiA NFr;t >eMFe; ;FFr Mers:hillen;e :FnteOten	 haar :Fn:lLsies altiA; NFr;en 9eGaal; 

;FFr ;e realiteit Man ;e �rie
eenhei;� !ierDee BFD iB terL> FG ;e theFlF>ie Man ;e DateriWle 

Nerel;	 ;ie nL is MerriABt ;FFr ;e inter:LltLrele inQi:hten en >e9aseer; is FG het han;elen Man 

;e �rie
eenhei; ten FGQi:hte Man 3iAn s:heGGin>�

'a ;eQe DethF;FlF>ieWn te he99en Mast>estel;	 9ie;t hFF=;stLB QeMen een :FnstrL:tie= 

MFFrstel MFFr een theFlF>ie Man ;e DateriWle Nerel;	 Naarin theDa�s en DFtieMen Lit ;e 

MFFr>aan;e ;rie ;is:FLrsen FMer ;e natLLr Det elBaar NFr;en MerNeMen� "n ;it hFF=;stLB stel 

iB ;e DateriWle ChristLs	 het  F;;eliABe %i:haaD � F;9F;P�	 MFFr als ;e lF:Ls MFFr ;e 

theFlF>ie Man ;e DateriWle Nerel;� /erMFl>ens GLt iB Lit Mers:hillen;e eGisF;es Lit het leMen 

Man #eQLs en >a iB ;ieGer in FG hLn 9eteBenis MFFr Fns 9e>riG Man ;e DateriWle Nerel; Naarin 

Ne leMen� -e>en het ein;e Man het hFF=;stLB 9es:hriA= iB BFrt hFe ;eQe :FnteOtLele theFlF>ie 

Man ;e DateriWle Nerel; DiA als Fn;erQFeBer	 en hFGeliAB FFB an;ere "n;iase en niet
"n;iase 

:hristenen	 een 9asis 9ie;t FD in >esGreB te >aan Det ;e ;iMerse steDDen ;ie in ;it 

Fn;erQFeB aan 9F; BFDen�   

���

he99en eer;er 9ehFe=te aan een DF;el Man relatiFnaliteit tLssen  F; en ;e Nerel; ;at ;e 

MalBLilen Man QFNel hFlisDe als ;LalisDe MerDiA;t�

"B MFn; 9iA CFlin  LntFn ;e stellin> ;at een ;er>eliAB 9e>riG Man relatiFnaliteit DF>eliAB Nas 

;FFr Di;;el Man een trinitaire theFlF>ie Man ;e natLLr	 NaarFG iB in hFF=;stLB MiA= 9en 

in>e>aan� 'a een re:htMaar;i>in> Man ;e DF>eliABhei; en NenseliABhei; FD  LntFn te 

>e9rLiBen in ;it inter:LltLrele ;ialFF>	 he9 iB QiAn DF;el Man ;e relatie tLssen  F; en ;e 

Nerel; Fn;erQF:ht	 Naarin an;ers
QiAn nFF;QaBeliAB is MFFr NerBeliABe relatiFnaliteit�  LntFn 

tra:eert ;e relatiFnaliteit FG 9asis Man an;ers
QiAn in :reatiF eO nihilF	 ;ie  F; en ;e 

s:heGGin> Man elBaar Fn;ers:hei;t� 3iAn 9elan>riABste 9iA;ra>e aan ;e theFlF>ie Man ;e natLLr 

is e:hter QiAn >e9rLiB Man ;e "renaeXs:he analF>ie Man ;e relatiFnaliteit tLssen  F; en ;e 

Nerel;	 Naar9iA  F; Det ;e Nerel; FD>aat Mia QiAn tNee han;en� ;e 3FFn en ;e  eest�

�FMen;ien illLstreert ;e 9etrFBBenhei; Man ;e  eest in het leMen Man ;e 3FFn	 Mana= QiAn 

>e9FFrte	 9eGrFeMin>en	 ;FF;	 FGstan;in> en heDelMaart	  F;s relatie Det ;e hele s:heGGin>� 

!FeNel  LntFns NerB nLtti> is FD een Fn;ers:hei; te 9eNaren tLssen  F; en ;e Nerel;	 

9liA=t het Mat9aar MFFr :riti:i Man het sF:iaal trinitarisDe	 ;ie 9etF>en ;at ;e FntFlF>is:he 

GriFriteit ;ie NFr;t >e>eMen aan relatiFnaliteit in intra
trinitaire relaties ;e eenhei; Man  F; 

in >eMaar 9ren>t F= FG QiAn Dinst FMer het hFF=; Qiet� (D>eBeer; staat QiAn na;rLB FG 

Mer9Fn;enhei; in an;ers
QiAn FGen MFFr BritieB Man e:F=eDinisten	 e:FtheFlF>en en 9eGaal;e 

�alit
theFlF>is:he strFDin>en	 ;ie het can;ers DaBend �FtherisatiFn� ne>atie= 9eFFr;elen en 

eenhei; 9es:hFLNen als een BenDerB Man hFlisDe� "B he9 9etFF>; ;at  LntFns na;rLB FG het 

can;ers DaBend �FtherisatiFn�	 als MFFrNaar;e MFFr relatiFnaliteit	 QiAn ei>en :LltLrele 

MFFrin>enFDenhei; FnthLlt en ;at QiAn 9iA;ra>e QFL NFr;en MersterBt ;FFr ;aarin ;e na;rLB 

FG ;e FntFlF>is:he Mer9in;in> tLssen  F; en ;e DateriWle Nerel; FG te neDen	 ;ie te Min;en 

is in Mers:hillen;e e:FtheFlF>is:he	 e:F=eDinistis:he	 �alit
 en GanentheXstis:he 

GersGe:tieMen� �it 9eteBent ;at een >Fe; 9e>riG Man ;e relatiFnaliteit tLssen  F; en ;e 

DateriWle Nerel; QFNel QiAn FntFlF>is:he Fn;ers:hei;in> Man als QiAn FntFlF>is:he 

hFDF>eniteit Det ;e DateriWle Nerel; DFet 9ena;rLBBen� "B he9 9etFF>; ;at ;it Ban NFr;en 

9ereiBt	 niet ;FFr terL> te Beren naar het GanentheXsDe	 Daar ;FFr terL> te Beren naar ;e 

in:arnatie�

/FFr;at iB e:hter	 in hFF=;stLB Qes	 ;e iDGli:aties Man in:arnatie MFFr ;e theFlF>ie Man ;e 

DateriWle Nerel; in ;e :FnteOt Man "n;ia LitNerB	 neeD iB een LitstaGAe FD ;e inQi:hten te 

MerQaDelen en te Fn;erQFeBen ;ie MFFrtBFDen Lit eer;ere ;is:Lssies Det 9etreBBin> tFt FnQe 

DethF;FlF>ieWn Man inter:LltLrele theFlF>ie en Britis:h realisDe� !et hFF=;stLB :Fn:lL;eert 
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